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PREFACE. 



It Lag long been the belief of the compiler of ''The 
American Orator" that a work of its character could 
not- fail to be of interest to the public. We are emphatic- 
ally a nation of talkers. The ambition of nearly all our 

men of intellectual eminence seem:; to be to succeed in the 
field of oratorical display. From those fortunate individ- 
uals who have secured for themselves a seat in our national 
and state legislatures, down to the more humble, hut not 
less ambitious', personage who edifies the public on Fourth 
of July occasions, or from the village lyeeum rostrum, all 
exhibit the most unconcpieraule desire to obtain the reputa- 
tion which Brutus possessed and Antony disclaimed. 

It would he singular, indeed, if out of this mass of mat- 
ter continually given to the public, much that is merit- 
orious should not be produced. With this conviction, it 
has been the aim of the compiler io endeavor to present, in 
it. necessarily limited compass, what he deemed the fairest 
f the abilities of those who had attained the 
: rank in their vocation. In this somewhat arduous 
labor, he has in some instances been kindly assisted by the 
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authors themselves, and lie would u-vmII himself of this ooca- 
casion to return to them Ms grateful acknowledgments. 

In selecting the ' : Specimen.v' the design has been to 
represent both the pulpit and the forum. If the extracts 
from efforts made in the latter field shall seem to prepon- 
derate, the compiler oilers as his excuse the fact that it is 
here the American mind seems most naturally to seek its 
development, and consequently here we find its most char- 
acteristic representation. 

In the Appendix to the work, it is believed, there is 
presented an entirely original feature. Allusion is made 
to the large collection of fac similes of the autographs of 
distinguished men of this and other countries ; and, in this 
connection, the compiler cannot omit to acknowledge his 
great obligations to that " prince " of autograph collectors, 
Charles II. Mouse, Esq., of Cambridgeport, Mass., who 
has, with the kindest liberality, placed his invaluable col- 
lection entirely at his service, in preparing the work. 

Boston, January, ISV.l. 
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SPECIMENS 

AMERICAN ELOQUENCE. 



Let us rejoice that we behold this day ! Let us be thankful 
that we have lived to see- the bright arid happy breaking of the 
auspicious morn which commenced the third century of the history 
of New England! Auspicious, indeed, — bringing a happiness 
beyond the common allotment of Providence to men, full of pres- 
ent joy, and gilding with bright beams the prospect of futurity, — 
is the dawn that awakens us to the commemoration of the landing 
of the Pilgrims. 

Living at an epoch fthich naturally marks the progress of the 
history of our native land, we have come hither to celebrate the 
great event with which that history commenced. Forever hon- 
ored be this, the place of our fathers' refuge ! Forever remem- 
bered the day which saw them, weary and distressed, broken in 
everything but spirit, poor in all but faith and courage, at last 
secure from the dangers of wintry seas, and impressing this shore 
with the first Iboistops of civilized man! 

We have come to this rock to record here our homage for our 
Pilgrim Fathers ; our sympathy in their sufferings, our gratitude 
for their labors, our admiration of their virtues, our veneration 
for their piety, and our attachment to those principles of civil and 
religious liberty, which they encountered the dangers of the ocean, 
the storms of heaven, the violence of savages, disease, exile and 
famine, to enjoy and to establish. And we would leave here, also. 
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flu' tht! gene 1'iJ, I ions which arc rising up rapidly to fill our places, 
some proof that we have endeavored t.c Iransmii. the great inherit- 
ance unimpaired; tliat in our estimate of puhlio principles and 
private virtue, in our veil oration of religion and piety, in our devo- 
tion to civil ami religious liberty, in our regard to whatever 
advances human knowledge or improves human happiness, we are 
noli altogether unworthy of our origin. 

There is a local feeling connected with thin occa-ion, too strong 
lo be resisted,' — a sort of genius of the. place, which inspires and 
awes us. Wc feel that we arc on the spot where the first scene 
of our history was laid ; where the hearths and altars of New ling- 
land were first placed; where Christianity, and civilization, and 
letters, made their first lodgment, in a vast, extent, of country, cov- 
ered with a wilderness, and peopled by roving barbarians, We 
are here at the season of the year at which the event took place. 
The imagination irresistibly and rapidly draws around us the prin- 
cipal features and the leading characters in the original scene. 
We cast our eyes abroad on the ocean, and we see where the little 
bark, with the interesting group upon its deck, made its slow pro- 
gress to the shore. We look around us, and behold the bills and 
promontories where the anxious eyes of our lathers first saw the 
places of habitation and of rest. We feel the cold which benumbed 
and listen to the winds which pierced thora. Beneath us is the 
rock on which New R a gland received (he feet of the Pilgrims. 
"We seem c\c:i lo behold them, as they struggle wish the elements, 
and, with toilsome edbrts, gain t'ae shore. We listen lo the chiefs 
in counsel ; wc see the unexampled exhibition of female fortitude 
and resignation ; we hear Ihe whisperings of youthful impatience, 
and we see, what a painter of our own. has also represented by his 
pencil, chilled and shivering childhood, houseless hut for a mother's 
arms, conchies- but for a mothers breast, till our own blood almost 
freezes. The mild dignity of Carver, and of Bradford ; the deci- 
sive and soldier-like air and manner of Slandish ; the devout Brews- 
ter; the enterprising Allcrtou; the general firmness and thought- 
fulness of the whole hand; their conscious joy for dangers escaped, 
their deep solicitude about dangers to come, their trust in Heaven, 
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their high religious f'iih, Jul] o!' eo>jiido:iee and antisa'pations, nil 
of -these seem to beliinu: to tbi.- pines 1 , ami lo be present upon this 
occasion, io (ill us v-"lth reverence and admiration. 

The setllenicnl of -New England by the colony which landed 
here on the 22*1 of December, 1 020, although not the first Euro- 
pean establishment in what now constitutes the United States, was 
yet so peculiar in its causes and ckirartor, ami has been follows 1 '!, 
andmust still be followed, by sneli cense quei ices, as to give it a 
high claim to lasting commemoration. On these causes and con- 
sequences, more than on its in i mediately attendant i-ircunistauees, 
its importance as an historical even! depends, tlreai actions and 
striking oceurr<;nees, having exeihal n temporary admiration, often 
pass away and are forgotten, because they leave no lasting results, 
affecting [be prosperity and happiness of cetniuunities. Such is, 
frequently, (lie fortune ei'tiie most brilliant military achievements. 
Of tlie ten thousand kittles which have been fought, of all tho 
fields fertilized with carnage, of tin; banners which have been 
bathed in blood, of tho warriors who had hoped (hat they had risen 
from the field of conquest to a glory as bright and as durable as 
the stars, how few that conimms Ion;? io interest mankind! Tho 
victory of yesterday is reversed by the defeat of to-day; the star 
of military glory, rising like a meteor, like a meteor has fallen ; 
disgrace and disaster hang on the heels of conquest and renown; 
victor and vanquished presently pass away to oblivion, and the 
world goes on in its course, with the loss only of so many lives and 
SO much treasure. 

Hut it' ilii.s be Jreqt.tcufly, or generally, the fortune o!' .military' 
ae'iievenieius, it. is no! always so. There are enterprises, military 
as well as civil, which sometimes ehceh iSic current, of events, give 
a new turn to human affairs, and transmit their consequences 
through ages. We see their importance in their results, and call 
them great because great things follow, There have been battles 
which have JHed the laic of nations. These come down to us in 
history with a solid and permanent interest, not created by a dis- 
play of glittering armor, the rush of adverse battalions, the sinking 
and rising of pennons, the flight, the pursuit, and the victory; but 
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by their effect in advancing 01' retarding hm 
throwing or establishing despotism, in. extending or destroying 
human happiness. When the traveller pauses on the plain of 
Marathon, what are the emotions which most strongly agitato his 
breast? What is that glorious recollection which thrills through 
his frame, and suffuses his eyes? Not, I imagine, that Grecian 
skill and Grecian valor were here most signally displayed; but 
that Greece herself was hero saved. It is because to tills spot, 
and to the event which linn rendered it immortal, he refers all the 
succeeding glories of ihc republic. It is because, if that day had 
gone Otherwise, Greece had perished. It Is because he perceives 
that her philosophers and orators, her poets and painters, liev sculp- 
tors and architects, her govern intuit:* and free, institutions, point 
backward to rdarathon ; and that (heir future existence seems to 
have been suspended on the contingent"; whether the Persian or 
the Grecian banner should wave victorious in the beams of that 
day's setting sun. And, as his imagination kindles at the retro- 
spect, he is transported back to the interesting moment, he counts 
the fearful odds of the contending hosts, his interest for the result 
overwhelms him ; — he trembles, as if it were still uncertain, and 
seems to doubt whether he may consider Soorates and Plato, 
Demosthenes, Stnhocles and Phidias, as secure, yet, to himself and 
to the world. 

If the blessings of our political and social condition have not 
been too highly estimated, wo cannot well overrate the responsibility 
and duty which they impose upon us. Wo hold these institutions 
of government, religion a.nd learning, to be transmit: ted as well as 
enjoyed. Wo arc in the line of conveyance, through which what- 
ever has been obtained by the spirit and efforts of our ancestors is 
to be communicated to our children. 

We are bound to main lain public liberty, ::nd by the example of 
our own systems to convince the world that, order a.nd law, religion 
and morality, the rights of conscience, (he rights of persons, and 
the rights of properly, may all he preserved and secured, in the 
most perfect manner, by a, government entirely and purely elective. 
If we fail in this, our disaster will be signal, and will furnish an 
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argument, stronger than has yet been found, in support of those 

opinions tliLit maintain that- government tan rest safely on nothin« 
but power and coercion. As far us exprYicnce may show errors in 
our establishments, wo are bound to correct (hum; and if any prac- 
tices exist contrary to the principles of justice and humanity, 
within the reach of our la.ws or our influence, ivc are i no \-c usable 
if we do not exert, ourselves to restrain and abolish them. 

The hour;; oT this day :n\; rapidly flying, and this occasion will 
soon bo past. Neither we nor our children can expect to behold 
its return. They are in (ho distant regions of futurity, they exist 
only in the all-creating power of God, who skill stand here, a hun- 
dred years hence, to trace, through us, their descent from the Pil- 
grims, and to survey, as we have now surveyed, the progress of 
their country, dining the lapse of aeentury. YVY would anticipate 
their concurrence with us in our sentiments of deep regard for our 
common ancestors. We would anticipate and partalte the pleasure 
with which they will then recount the steps of New England's 
advancement. On the morning of that day, although it will not 
disturb us in our repose, the voiee of acclamation and gratitude, 
commencing on the Rock of Plymouth, shall he transmitted 
through millions of the sons of the Pilgrims, till it lose itself in 
tho murmurs of the Pacific seas. 

"We would leave for the consideration of those who shall then 
occupy our places some proof that we hold the blessings trans- 
mitted from our fathers in just estimation; some proof of our 
attachment to the cause of good government, and of civil and 
religious liberty; some proof of a sincere and ardent desire to pro- 
mote everything which may enlarge the understandings and 
improve the hearts of men. And when, from tho long distance of 
an hundred years, they shall look back upon us, they shall know, 
at least, that we posse so i.l affections, which, miming backward, 
and warming with jfraiiiude for what our ancestors have done for 
our happiness, run forward also to our posterity, and meet them 
with cordial salutation, ere yet they have arrived on the shore of 

Advance, then, ye future generations ! We would hail you, as 
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you rise in your long succession, to fill the places which we now 
fill, find to taste the bicssings of existence, where we are passing, 
and soon shall have pa.ssed, our own human duration. We bid you 
welcome to this plea-ant laud of the lathers. Wo bid you welcome 
to the healthful skies and the verdant. Hold;; of New England. We 
greet vein Eicoo^rfion to I ho groa.t inheritance which wo have enjoyed. 
We weleome you to the blessings of good government and religious 
liberty. We weleome you to the treasures of science and the 
delights of lea-ruing. We welcome you to the transcendent swecte 
of domestic life, to the happines,-. of kine-ed, and parents, and chil- 
dren. We weleome yon to the immeas- vable blessings of rational 
existence, the immortal hope of (Jhristia ilLy, and the light of ever- 
lasting truth ! 



Tim C0_\SEQLi;X0KH OF DLSUNIOS. — H. Clay. 
I iiAVK been aceased of ambiiion hi prcsenliog this measure. 
Ambition ! inordinate ambition ! If I had thought of myself only, 
1 should have never brought it (br ward. I know well the perils 
to which I expose myself ; ibe risk of alienating :'nilhfu! and valued 
friends, with but little prospect of making new ones, if any new 
ones could compensate for the loss of -hose whom we have long 
tried and loved, — and the honest misconceptions both of friends 
and foes. Ambition ! If I had listened to its soft and seducing 
whispers, if I Inn I yielded myself to I lie dictates of a cold, calculat- 
ion and pruileuila] policy, I would have stood still and unmoved. 
T might even have silently gazed on the raging storm, enjoyed its 
loudest, ihundeivi, and left, those who are charged with the care of 
the vessel of state to conduct it as they could, i have been here- 
tofore often unjustly accused of ambition. Low, grovelling souls, 
who are utterly incapably of elevating themselves to the higher and 
nobler duties of pure patriotism, — beings who, forever keeping their 
own selfish alms in view, decide all public measures by their pre- 
sumed influence on their aggrandizement, — ■ judge uie by the venal 
rule which iiioy prescribe to themselves. 1 have given to the winds 
those false accusations, as 1 consign that which now impeaches my 
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motives. I have no desire for office, not even the highest. The 
most exalted is but a prison, in which the incarcerated incumbent 
daily receives his cold, heartless visitants, marks his weary hours, 
and is cut off from the practical enjoyment of nil the blessings of 
genuine freedom. I am no candidate for any office in the gift of 
the people of these slates, united or separated ; I never wish, 
never expect, to be. Pa-:; this bill, tranquillize the country, restore 
confidence and affection in the Union, and I am willing to go 
home to Ashland, and renounce public service forever. I should 
there find, in ils groves, .jnrler its shades, on its lawns, amidst my 
flocks and herds, in the teom of my family, sincerity and truth, 
attachment, and fidelity, and gratitude, which I have not always 
found in the walks of publie life. Yes, I have ambition ; but it is 
the ambition of being the humble instrument, in the hands of Prov- 
idence, to reconcile a divided people, once more to revive concord 
and harmony in a distracted hind, — the pleasing ambition of con- 
templating the glorious spectacle of a free, united, prosperous, and 
fraternal people! 

South Carolina must perceive the omrris'i'assmenis of her situa- 
tion. She must be desirous — it is unnatural to suppose that she 
is not — to remain in the Union. 

What ! a stato whose heroes in its gallant ancestry fought so 
many glorious battles along with those of the other states of this 
Union, — a state with tvhieh this confederacy In linked by bonds 
of such a powerful character ! 

i have sometimes fancied what would be her condition, if she goes 
out of this Union, — if her five bundled thousand people should at 
once be thrown upon their own resources. She is out of the Union. 
What is the consequence ? She Is an independent power. What 
then does she do ? She must have armies and Hoots, and an expens- 
ive government; have foreign missions; she must raise taxes, — 
enact this very tariff, which had driven her out of the Union, in 
order to enable her to raise money, and to sustain the attitude of 
an independent power. If she should have no force, no navy to 
protect her, she would be exposed to piratical incursions. Her 
neighbor, St. Domingo, might pour down a horde of pirates on her 
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borders, and desolate her planuiuous. Slic iim-it have her embas- 
Ei.cs, — therefore must she have a revenue, 

But I will not. dwell on this topic any longer. 1 say it :su!.ler]y 
i:n possible th;it rioath Carolina evei' desired, for a moment, to 
become a separate and independent state. I would repeat that, 
under all the circumstances of the case, the condition of South Car- 
olina is only one of the dements of a combination, the whole of 
winch together constitutes a motive of action which renders it 
expedient to resort, during (lie pre.-.sent session of Congress, to some 
measure, in order to (piict and tranquillize t.ho country. 

If there be any who want civil war,— who want to see (lie Wood 
of any portion of our countrymen spilt, — I am not one of them. I 
wish to see war of no tini". ; but., above all. do I not desire to see 
a civil war. When war begins, whether civil or foreign, no human 
foresight is competent to foresee when, or how, or where, it is to 
terminate. But, when a civil war shall be 11 -bled up in the bosom 
of our own happy land, and armies are inarching, and commanders 
are winning their victories, and fleets- arc in motion or, our coast, — 
tell me, if you can, toll me if any human being can tell, its dura- 
tion ! God alone knows where such a war will end ! 



FROM A EULOGY ( 



Bit if is more than time, lellow-oiti/.ens. thai. 1" commit the mem- 
ory of this great and good man to your tin prompted contemplation. 
On his arrival among you, ten yea.reago, — when your civil ftthers., 
your military, your children, your whole population, poured itself 
out, as one throng, to s:dute him, — when your camions proclaimed 
his advent with joyous salvos, aud your aeelamalaeis were responded 
from steeple to steeple, by the voice of festal bells, — with what 
delight did you not listen to his cordial and affectionate words : 
" I beg of you all, beloved citizens of iiosfon, to accept the respect- 
ful and warm thanhsof a heart which lias llir nearly half a eentury 
been devoted to your illustrious city!" That noble heart, — to 
which, if any object on earth was dear, that object was the country 
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of his early choice, of his adoption, and his more Ihan regal tri- 
umph, — that noble heart will beat no more for your welfare. 
Cold and motionless, it is already mingling witli [.lie dust, "While 
he lived, you tli.ron ;;ed wiih delight to his presence ; you gazed with 
admiration on his placid features and venerable form, not wholly 
unshsi.lt on by t.ho rude storms of his career ; and now that he is 
departed, yon have assembled in this cradle of the liberties fiir 
which, with your father*, he risked his life, in pay (he last honors 
to his memory./. You have thrown open these consecrated portals to 
admit the longi-herad train, which has come to discharge the last 
public offices of respect to bis name. You have hung theso vener- 
able arches, for the second time since their erection, with the sable 
badges of sorrow. You have thus associated the memory of 
Lafayette in those distinguished honors which but a few years 
since yon paid to your Adams and Jefferson ; and, could your 
wishes and mine have prevailed, my lips would this day have been 
mute, and the sumo illustrious voice which gave utterance to your 
filial ciuotioiis over their honored graves would have spoken also for 
you over him who thrived their earthiy labors, enjoyed their friend- 
ship, and has now gone to share their last repose, and their imper- 
ishable remembrance. / 

Tlicre is not, throughout the woib.l, a friend of liberty, who has 
not, dropped his head, when lie has heard that. Lafayette is no more. 
Poland, Italy, ("i rccee : S|'.o.in, Ireland, the South American repub- 
lics, — ■ every country where man is struggling to recover his birth- 
right, — has lost ii benefactor, a, patron, in Lafayette. But you, 
young men, at, whose command I speak, — tor you a bright and 
particular loadstar is h eueo forward fixed in the front of heaven. 
What young man thai, refect-, on the history of Lafayette, — that 
sees him in the morning of his days the associate of sages, the 
friend of Washington, — but will start with new vigor on the path 
of duty and renown ? 

And what was it, f el low-citizens, which gave to our Lafayette 
his spotless fame 1 The love of liberty. What has consecrated hia 
memory in the hearts of good men ? The love of liberty. What 
nerved his youthful arm with strength, and inspired him in the 
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morningof his days w'illi sagacity and counsel ? The living lova 
of liberty. To what did he^ci-llke power, and tank, and. country, 
and freedom itself? To the horror ol' licentiousness, to the sanc- 
tity of plighted faith, to the love of liberty protected by law. 
Thus the great principle of your ^Revolutionary lathers, of youT 
Pilgrim sires, — the great principle of the age, — was the rule of 
his life: The love of 'liberty protected by law. 

You have now assembled within these celebrated walls to per- 
form the last duties of respect and love, on the birih-uay of your 
"h that roof which has resounded of old with the 
mierican renown. The spirit of the departed is 
in with that spirit of the |>i:!.;.'o ; the temple, wort'iv 
of the new name which we now hehold inscribed on its walls. 
Listen, Americans, (o the lessons which scow borne to us on the 
very air we breathe, while we perform the* dutiful rites! Ye 
winds, that waited the .Pilgrims to the land of promise, fan in 
their children's hearts the love of freedom! Blood which our 
fathers shed, cry from the ground! Echoing arches of this 
renowned hall, whisper book the voices of other days ! Glorious 
Washington, break the lony: silence of that votive canvas ! — speak, 
speak , marble lips ! — teach us the loyi: or miseuty pbotkcted 



NEW EXGLAND A.VJ1 TUB UNION.— S. S. Prentiss. 

(Ir/unors Xew England! thou art still true to thy ancient 
feme, and worthy of thy ancestral honors. On thy pleasant val- 
leys rent, like sweet dews of morning, the gentle recollections of 
our early life ; around thy hills and mountains cling, like gather- 
ing mists, the mighty memories of the Revolution ; a.nd far away 
in the horizon of thy past gleam, like thy own bright northern 
lights, the awful virtues of our Pilgrim sires! lint, while wo 
devote this day to the remembrance of our native land, we forget 
not that in which our happy lot is cast. We exult in the reflec- 
tion that, though tvo count by thousands the miles which .separate 
us from our birth-place, still our country is the same. We are no 
exiles mooting upon the banks of a foreign river, to swell its waters 



H 03 tcd by Google 



21 

with our homesick tears. Hero floats the same banner which rus- 
tled above our boyish heads, e\eepl that its mighiy folds are wider, 
and its glittering stars increased in number. 

The sons of New England arc found in every state of the broad 
republic. In (.be east, the south, and the unbounded west, their 
blood mingles freely with every kindred current. We have but 
changed our chamber in the paternal mansion; iu all its rooms 
we are at home, and all who inhibit it are our brothers. To us 
the Union has but one domesiio hearth; its household gods are all 
the same. Upon us, then, peculiarly devolves Ibe duty of feeding 
the fires upon that kindly hearth, of guarding with pious care 
those sacred linnwhold gods. 

We cannot do with less than the whole Union; to us it admits 
of no division. In the veins of our children flows northern and 
southern blood : how shall it be separated? — who shall put asun- 
der the best ail'ections of the heart, the noblest instincts of our 
nature? We love the land of our adoption; so do we that of our 
birth. Let us ever be true to both, and always cxe^t ourselves in 
maintaining the unity of our country, the- iutegritvol' the republic. 

Accursed, then, be the hand put forth to loosen the golden cord 
of union! thrice accursed the traitorous lips which shall propose 
its severance ! 



IN MEMORY OF WASHINGTON. — R. C. WaOmp. 

But, fellow-chitons, while wo thus commend the character and 
example of Washington io others, iet us not forget to initiate it 
ourselves. I have spoken of the precise period which we have 
reached in our own history, as well as in that of the world at large, 
as giving something of peculiar interest, to the proceedings in which 
we are engaged. I may not, I will not, disturb the harmony- of 
the scene before me, by the slightest allusion of a party character. 
The circumstances of the occasion forbid it; the associations of the 
day forbid it ; the character of hint in whose honor we are assem- 
bled forbids ii ; my own feelings revolt from it. But I may say, 
I must say, and every one within the sound of my voice will sus- 
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tain me in saying, that there has 'Minn do moment since Washing, 
ton himself was among us when it was more important than a,t 

this moment that 1:1m two grout- leading piincinlcs of his policy 
should be rcmeiiiboL-cd and cherished. 

Those principles were, first, the mast complete, cordial, anil 
indissoluble Lnion of the Stales; and, second, the ni(ii:t. entire sepa- 
ration and disentanglement of our own country iVoin all other coun- 
tries. Perfect union among ourselves, perfect, neutrality towards 
Others, and peace, peace, domestic peace- and lorohtu peace, as the 
result, — this was the chosen and consummate policy of lLo leather 
of his Country. 

But, above all, and before all, in (lie hen.ri, of Washington, was 
the Union of the States; and no op] lort unity was ever omitted by 
him to- impress upon his fcllow-cil.ixeiis liie profound sense which 
lie entertained of its vital Importance at once lo their prosperity 
and their liberty. 

Iu that incomparable address in which ho bade lii.rewell to his 
countrymen at the close of his prcsidom'ial .service, lie touched upon 
ninny other topics with the earnestness of a sincere conviction. 
lie called upon, them, in solemn term;', to " ehori-h public credit ; '' 
to "observe good faith and justice towards all nations," avoiding 
both " inveterate antipathies and passionate aUae'nueuts" towards 
any; to mitigate- and assuage, the nncpiencha.hle fire of party spirit, 
"lest, instead of wanning, it should consume;" to abstain from 
" ehataoteri/.iug paia.ies by geographical distinctions;" " to promote 
institutions for the general diffusion ef knowledge ; " to respect 
and uphold "religion and morality, those great pillars of human 
happiness, those tirnic-l props of ! lie ih.i lies of men and of citizens," 

Hut what can exceed, what can eepie.l. the ace-iounlaled intensity 
of thought and of expression with which he ends upon them to cling 
to the Union of the States. "It is of infinite moment," says 
he, iu language which wc ought never to he weaiy of hearing or 
oT repealing, " Ilia! you should properly esfhna'e the immense value 
of your national union lo your collective and individual happiness; 
that yen .should cherish a cordial, habitual, immovable attachment 
to it; accustoming yourselves to think and speak ef it- u-s of the pal- 
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ladium of your political f.a!!.-1y and prosperity, v,';:1"c-liuiir fbi' its pres- 
ervation with jealous anxiety, discixoitouaneing whatever may sug- 
gest even a suspicion that it can in any event be abandoned, and 
indignantly frowning upon ike first dawning of every attempt to 
alienate any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble 
the sacred ties which now link together the various parts." 

The Union — the Union in any event — was; thus the sentiment 
of Washington. The Union— the Union- in any event — let it 
be our sentiment this day ! 

Yes, to-day, fel'ow-citiicus, at the very moment when the exten- 
sion of our boundaries and the multiplication of our territories are 
producing, directly and indirectly, among the dillerent members of 
our political siy^tcxi, so many marked and mourned centrifugal 
tendencies, let us -;;:h<.i this occasion to renew to each other our 
vows of allegiance and devotion to the American Union, and let 
us recognize in our common title to the name and the fame of 
Washington, and in our common veneration for his example and 
his advice, the all-sufficient centripetal power which shall hold the 
thick-clustering slat's of our confederacy in one glorious constella- 
tion forever! Let the column which we arc about to construct be at 
once a pledge and an emblem of perpetual union ! Let the found- 
ations be bed, let the superstructure bo built up and cemented, let 
each, stone be raised and riveted, hi a spirit of national brother- 
hood ! And may the earliest ray of the rising sun — till that sun 
shall set to rise no moro — draw forth from it daily, as from the 
fabled slaiue of antiquity, a strain of national harmony, which 
shall strike a responsive chord in every heart throughout the 
republic-! 

Proceed, then, fellow-el tkons, with, the work for which you 
have assembled ! Lay the corner-stone of a monument which 
shall adequately bespeak the gratitude of the whole American 
people to the iilo.striou:; Father of his Country! Build it to the 
skies; you cannot outreach the loftiness of his principles! Found 
it upon the massive and eternal rock; you cannot make it more 
enduring than his fume ! Construct it of the peerless Parian mar- 
ble ; yon cannot make it purer than his life ! Exhaust upon it 
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the rules and principles of ancient and of modem art; you cannot 
make it more, propori lonate than his character ! 

Hut. let not y;.r.w homage to his memory end Wo. Think net 
to transfer to a tablet or a column the tribute which is due from 
yourselves. .lust lienor to Washington can only be rendered by 
observing his precept* and imitating his example. iV.m:iUl.uMne 
decoremus. Ho has built his own monument.. We, and those 
who come after us hi successive generations, are its appointed, lis 
privileged guardians. This wide-spread republic is the true monu- 
ment to Washington. Maintain its independence. Uphold its 
constitution. Preserve its union. Defend its liberty. Let it 
stand bofore the world in all its original strength and beauty, 
securing peace, order, equality and freedom, to all within its bound- 
aries, and shedding light ami hope and joy upon the pathway of 
human liberty throughout the world, — and "Washington needs no 
other monument. Other structures may fitly testify our venera- 
tion for him : this, this alone, can adequately illustrate his services 
to mankind. 

Nor. does he need even this. The republic may perish ; the 
wide arch of our ranged Union may fall ; star by star its glories 
may expire ; stone after stone its columns and its capital may 
moulder and crumble ; all other names which adorn its annals may 
be forgotten ; but, as long as human heads shall anywhere pant, 
or human tongues shall anywhere plead, lor a true, rational, con- 
stitutional liberty, those hearls shall enshrine the memory, and 
those tongues shall prolong the fame, of George Washington ! 



SORROW FOB THB DEAD.— W. Irving. 

$ for the dead is the only sorrow from which we refuse to 
be divorced. Every other wound we seek to heal, every other 
affliction to forget ; but, this wound we consider it a duty to keep 
open, this affliction we cherish and brood over in solitude. Where 
is tho mother that would willingly forget the infant that perished 
like a blossom from her arms, though every r< 
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Win-re is tin; child flint would wiilingly forget the mosi lender of 
parents, though to remember be but l.o lnmpnl, ? "Who, even in the 
hour of agony, v.O'.ild ibrget the friend ever whom lie mourns! 
Who, even when tin: tomb is closing upon (he re mains of her he 
most loved, unci ha feels his heart, as it were, crushed in the closing 
of ils portal, would accept consolation that was to be bought by 
lorgotf ibicss? No! the love wbieli survives the lontb is one of 
the noblest attributes of the seal. If it has it- woos, it has like- 
wise its delight? : and, wIirii the overwhelming burst of grief is 
ealmed into the gentle tear of recollection, when the sudden 
anguish and i.'ie convulsive agony over the present ruins of all that 
we most loveil i-> softened away into pensive meditation on all that 
it was in the days of its loveliness, who would root out such a sor- 
row from the hear! '. Though it may sometimes throw a passing 
cloud even over the bright hour ol'gayoty, or spread a deeper sad- 
ness over the hour of gloom, yet who would exchange it even for 
the song of pleasure or the burst of revelry? Xo! there is a 
voice from (he tomb sweeter than song ; there is a recollection of 
the dead to which we turn even frem :.'no charms of the living. O, 
the grave ! the grave ! It buries every error, covers every defect, 
extinguishes every resentment. From its peaceful bosom spring 
none but fond regrets and tender recollections. Who can look 
down upon the grave even of an enemy, and not feel, a compunc- 
tious throb, that ever he should have warred with the poor handful 
of earth that lie; mouldering before him? 

The grave of those we loved — what a place for meditation! 
There it is that wo call up in long review the whole history of 
virtue! and gentleness, and rh:s thousand endearments lavished upon 
us almost unheeded in the daily intercourse of intimacy; there it 
is that wc dwell upon the I ci ale mess, the solemn, awful tenderness, 
of the parting scone : the bed of death, with all its stifled griefs ; 
its noiseless attendance; its mute, watchful assiduities; the last 
testimonies of exniring love; the feeble, fluttering, thrilling (0, 
how thrilling 1) pressure of the hand ; the last, fond look of the 
glaring eye, turning upon us even from the threshold of existence ; 
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the ft in I;, faltering sioocntH. struggling in death to give one more 
assurance of affection ! 

Ay, go to the: grave of buried love, and meditate ! There settle 
the account with thy conscience tor every |>ast bencfii rmrei]uited, 
every past endearment unregarded, of [hat being who can never, 
never, never return, to lie soothed by thy contrition ! 

If thou art el chili:!, and hast ever added a sorrow to the soul or 
a furrow to the silvered brow of an affectionate parent; if thou 
art a husband, and hast ever caused the (had bosom, that ventured 
its whole liappiin^- in thy arms, to doubt one moment of thy kind- 
ness or thy truth ; if thou art a friend, and hast ever wronged in 
thought, word or deed, the spirit, that generously confided in thee; 
if thou art a lover, and hast ever given one unmerited pang to that 
true heart that now lies cold and still beneath thy feet; — then 
bo sure that every unkind look, every ungracious word, every 
ungentle action, will come thronging 'wck upon thy memory, and 
knocking dol.oTu'ly at thy soul; then be sure that thou wilt lie 
down sorrowing and repentant on the grave, and niter the unheard 
groan, and pour the unavailing tear, — more deep, more bitter, 
because unheard and unavailing. 

Then weave thy cliaplct of fowers, and si row the beauiies of 
nature abou I the grave; console I Ivy broken spirit, if tliou canst, 
with these tender, yet funic tributes of regret; but take warning 
by the bitterness of this thy cont.rile affliction over the dead, and 
be more faithful and dice; io>iale ie. the discbarge of thy duties to 
the living ! 



-H. S. Lrgari. 
The name of bepujilic is inscribed upon the most imperishable 

monuments of the species; and it is probable that it will continue 
to be associated, as it has been in all. past ages, with whatever is 
heroic in character, and sublime in genius, and elegant and bril- 
liant in the cultivation of arts and letters. It would not be diffi- 
cult to prove that the base hirelings who have so indu-(ri„usly 
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inculcated a contrary doctrine have been compelled to falsify his- 
tory and abuso reason. 

It might bo asked, triumphantly, what land has ever been visited 
with the influence;! of liberty, that has not flourished like the 
spring? What people has ever worshipped at her altars, without 
kindling ivlih a loftier spirit, ;:mi.1 pui-l.ii.ig forth more noble ener- 
gies? Where has she ever acted, that her deeds have not been 
heroic ? Whore has she ever spoken, that her eloquence has not 
been triumphant and sublime ? 

With relied- to ourselves, Mould ill not bo enough io say thiLi we 
live under a form of government and in a state of society to which 
the world has never yet, exhibited a parallel ? Is it, then, nothing 
to be free? How many nations, in the whole annals of human 
kind, have proved themselves worthy of being so? Is it nothing 
that wo arc republicans ? Were all men as enlightened, as brave, 
as proud, as they ought to be, would they suffer themselves to be 
insulted with any other title? Is it nothing, that so many inde- 
pendent sovereign tie;* should be held together in such a confederacy 
as ours? What does history teach in of the difficulty of institut- 
ing and maintaining such a polity, and of the glory that, of conse- 
quence, ought to be given to those who enjoy its advantages in so 
muni: pertoction and on so grand a scale? For, can anything be 
more striking and sublime than the idea of an imperial republic, 
iproading over an extent of territory more immense than the empire 
of the Caesars in the accumulated conquests of a thousand years 
— without prelects or proconsuls or publicans — founded in the 
maxims of common sense — employing within itself no arms but 
those of reason — and known to its subjects only by the blessings 
it bestows or per pci.u ales, yet capable of directing, against a foreign 
foe, all the oneirics, of a military despotism, — a republic, in winch 
moil Lire completely insi^uificatu, and principles ami laws exercise, 
throughout its vast dominion, a peaceful and irresistible sway, 
blending in one divine harmony such various habits and conflicting 
opinions, and mingling in our institutions the light of philosophy 
with all that is dazzling in the associations ofheroie aehieve:ncut. 
and extended dommatien, and deep-sea Led and lor mil able power ! 
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Having accomplished the embassy of a benevolent Providence, 
Wellington, the founder of one nation, the sublime instructor of 
all, took his flight to heaven; — not like Alahomet, Cor his memory 
is immortal without the fietion of a miracle; not like Elijah, fur 
recording time has not registered the man on whom his mantle 
should descend; but hi humble imitation of (h;;l Omnipotent 
Architect, who returned from a created universe to contemplate 
from his throne the stupendous fabric he had erected ! 

Tho august form whose undaunted majesty could arrest the 
lightning, ere it fell on the bosom of his country, now sleeps in 
silent ruin, untenanted of its celestial essence. But the incorrupt 
ible example of bis virtues shall survive, unimpaired by the corro- 
sion of time, and acquire new vigor and influence from the crimes 
of ambition and the decay of empires. The invaluable vaksdietion 
bequeathed to the people who inherited his affections is the effort 
of a mind whose powers, like those of prophecy, could overleap the 
tardy progress of human reason, and unfold truth without the labor 
of investigation. Impressed in indelible characters, this legacy of 
his intelligence will descend, unsullied as its purity, to tho wonder 
and instruction of succeeding generations; and, should the mild 
philosophy of its maxims be ingrafted into the policy of nations, at 
no distant period will the departed hero, who now lives only in the 
spotless splendor of his own groat actions, exist in the happiness 
and dignity of mankind. 

The sighs of contemporary gratitude lave attended the sublime 
spirit to its paternal abode, and the prayers of meliorated posterity 
will ascend in glowing remembrance of their illustrious benefactor ! 
The laurels that now droop as they shadow his tomb with monu- 
mental glory will be watered by the tears of ages ; and, embalmed 
in the heart of'an admiring world, the temple erected to his mem- 
ory will be more glorious than the pyramids, and as eternal as his 
own imperishable virtues ! 
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ANCIENT AED MODERN PRODUCTIONS. — C. Sumner. 

Tut; ehissies po.-soss a peeuliar charm, from the ch'uomshmce 
that they 'line been the models. 1 nu^'it almost fs=i v Uh: masters. 
of composition and thought, in all ages. In the contemplation o£ 
these august teachers of mankind, v,c are filled with conflicting 
emotions. They arc the early voice of the world, better remem- 
b ere d and more cherished slill than till the intermediate words 
that have been uttered, as the lesson* of ehildhoixl still haunt us 
when the impressions of later years have been ell'aeod from the 
mind. But they show with most uniyebjnine fre:p-,eney the tokens 
of the world's eiii'.dhoxl, kebre pa-nion had yielded to the sway of 
reason and the affections. They want iheh'^hest rharm of purity, 
of righteous j^es.-,, of elev;:trj sentiments, of love to God and man, 
It is not in the frigid philosophy of the porch and the academy 
that we are to seek these; not in the marvellous teachings of Soc- 
rates, as they come mended by the mellifluous words of Plato ; 
not in the resounding line of Homer, on whose inspiring i ale of 
bleed Alexander pillowed his head; not in the animated strain of 
Pindar, where virtue is pictured in the successful strifo of an 
athlete at the Isthmian games ; not in I he tor rent of "Demosthenes, 
dark with self-love and the spirit of vengeance ; not in the fitful 
philosophy and intemperate eloquence of Tully; not in (he genial 
libertinism of IIorn.ee, or the stalely atheism of Lucretius. No! 
those must not be our masters; in none of these are we to seek 
the way of life. For eighteen hundred years the spirit of these 
writers has been engaged in weaponless contest wi tit the Sermon 
on the Blount, and those two sublime commandments on which 
hang all the law and the prophets. The strife is still pending. 
Heathenism, which has possessed itself of such siren forma, is not 
yet exorcised. It still tempts the voting, eontrols the affairs of 
active life, and haunts the meditations of age. 

Our own productions, t.honii'li ihey tiiiiy yi;ld to those of the 
ancients in the arrangement of ideas, in method, in beauty of form, 
and in freshness of illustration, are immeasurably superior in the 
truth, ddieaoy and elevation of iiieir sentiments, — above all, in 
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the benign recognition of that great Christian revelation, tie broth- 
erhood of man. How vain are eloquence and poetry, compared 
with this heaven- descended truth ! Put in one scale that simple 
utterance, and in the other the lore of antiquity, with its accumu- 
lating glosses and commentaries, and the last will be light and 
trivial in the balance. Greek poetry has been likened to the song 
of the nightingale as she sits lu the rich, .symmetrical crown of tho 
palm-tree, trilling her 1.1 lie I; -warbled notes; but even this is less 
sweet and tender than the music of tire human heart. 



DEATH OF JOHN Q. ADAMS /. E. Holmes. 

Tin- mingled tones of sorrow, like the voice of many waters, 
have come unto us from a sister slate. — Massachusetts, weeping 
for her honored son. The state L have I lie honor in part, to repre- 
sent once endured, with her, a common suileriug, battled for a 
common cause, and rejoiced in a common triumph. Hiirely. then, 
it is meet that in this the day of her affliction we should mingle 
our griefs. 

When a great man falls, [lie nation mourns; when ;i patriarch 
is removed, the people weep. Ours, my associates, is no common 
bereavement. The chain which linked our heart:.; with the gifted 
spirits of Ibruier times has l-ccu suddenly snapped. The lips from 
which flowed those living and glorious truths that our fathers 
uttered are closed hi death. Yes, my friends, Death has been 
among us! He has not entered the humble cottage of some 
unknown, ignoble peasant; he has knocked audibly a.t I he palace 
of a nation ! His footstep has been heard in the halls of state ! 
He has cloven down his victim in the midst of the councils of a 
people. He has borne in triumph from among you the gravest, 
wisest, most reverend head. Ah I he has taken him as a trophy 
who was once chief over many statesmen, adorned with virtue, and 
learning, and truth ; hi' lias borne at bis chariot- wheels a renowned 
one of the earth. 

How often we have crowded into that ais'e, and clustered around 
that now vacant desk, to listen to the counsels of wisdom as they 
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fell from the lips of the venerable sago, wo can all remember, for 
it was but of yesterday. But what a change! How wondrous! 
how sudden ! 'Tis like a vision of the night. That form which 
we beheld but a few days white is now cold in death ! 

Hub the last Sabbath, and in (his hall he worshipped with others. 
Now his spirit, mingles with the noble army of martyrs and the 
just made perfect, in the eternal adoration of the living God. 
With him, " this is the end of earth." He sleeps the sleep that 
knows no waking, lie is gone — and forever! The sun that 
usher? in the morn of lha.l ne*l holy day, while it gilds the lofty 
dome of the capho!, dndl rest with .soli, and meilnw light upon the 
consecrated spot baneath whose turf forever lies the Patriot 
Father and the Patriot Sage. 



Titu prospect before Hancock and Adams, on the evor-gloiious 
nineteenth of April, was, to be soon proclaimed traitors; and, if the _ 
giant- despotism ihey had provoked erushed the iueipient rebellion, 
as the world looking on ex'peel.ed, that, then their ghastly heads 
would frown from Temple Bar, and their blasted names be 
bequeathed to eternal infamy, both in the Old World and the New, 
— triumphant tyranny having silence! the voice of truth, justice, 
and palriothiu. The ''condign punishment " denounced against 
these champions of the constitutional rights of Enghshmeu involved 
atrocities loo horrible to be alluded to here; it was an exhibition 
from which a h on then spectator might naturally infer that not tho 
dove, but the vulture, was the emblem of Obiastiatiity. It had 
been first inflicted on an unfortunate patriot gud : y of the precise 
crime of TTancock and Adams, — David, Prince of Wales, — who, 
in the eleventh year of Edward I., expiate::! by a cruel death ins 
fidolity to the cause of his country's independence. At a grand 
consultation of the peers of the realm, it. was agreed that London 
should be graced with bis head, while York and Winchester dis- 
puted for the honor of his right shoulder. In a few years other 
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Welsh chiefs suffered the rate of their prince. This unseemly pre- 
cedent, adopted in the flash and insolence of victory, (lieu assumed 
the venerable form of law, and fell next: upon t.he undaunted Wil- 
liam Wallace, who nobly died in defence of tiie liberties and inde- 
pendence oi'h's country, exhibiting to the delimited city of London 
:t terrible example of Edward's vengeance. Such wus the begin- 
ning of that law of treason, which, originating in the year 1283, 
continued in force for more than five centuries, as if to warn man- 
kind how easily the most execrable example may be introduced, 
and with what difficulty a country is purified from its debasing 
influence. Why should I single out illustrious vietinis of these 
rites of Moloch? The ever-hallowed names in the perennial pages 
of British glory, you may read them in the attainted catalogue of 
arrant traitors. Long after i.hoashos of Welsh imloiicn deuce were 
quenched in the bleed of a native prince,— ages after the spirit of 
Scottish liberty was roused, not env-hed, by the ignominious butch- 
ery of Wallace, — More and Fisher, learning and piety, li.ussell 
and Sidney, integrity and honor, were sacrificed upon the seallbld 
of treason, beneath the axe of arbitrary power. These lessons of 
history might have taught our Hancock and Adams that the holy 
cause to whicli they were devoted, purity of motive, and a charac- 
ter untouched by any sliaft of calumny, were not picas in bar to 
a British indictment for treason. 

Why, then, was the prospect of coining perils glorious to the 
eye of fiir-seeini; patriotism '( For the hiidi prize that could be 
won by none but souls tempered to pass through the intervening 
agony, who, for the joy that was set before them, could endure the 
cross and despise the shame, — -Liberty, the life of life, that glad- 
dens the barren lilll-tops of Scotland, and Switzerland, and loved 
New England, — that makes the sunshine brightly in our cold 
northern sky, that makes the valleys verdant in blithesome spring, 
and sober autumn laugh in her golden exuberance, — that nerves 
the arm of labor and blesses the couch of repose, that clothes with 
strength our sons a.ud our dangl iters with beauty, — Liberty, in 
whose devotion they were nursed, — which their fathers had 
bequeathed to them, a legacy to be handed down unimpaired, 
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through ourselves, lo ilieh' and our latest posterity; to which thoy 
clung through life, and which inspired llic patriotism that could 
freely testify to die for one'- country is a joy and a glory, 

Young freedom had ever been consecrated by tho baptism of 
blood. Hparta and Athens, Holland and (.lie toountain-giH Swiss, 
proud Alhiou and rcgenev;ded i'ranec, bought at a cheap purchase, 
with the lavish expense of choir best lives, tho tights which thoy 
enjoyed. Adams and his compatriots, on the Jay we have met to 
celebrate, knew that liberty must be, as it ever had been, a life- 
bought boon; that only by a mortal .sdaiggle could it be wrested 
from the grasp of power ; and that nothing but perpetual vigilance, 
resolved to do a.ud dare and suffer all things, rather than surren- 
der it, could guarantee the long possession of the blessing after- 
wards. They had eounl.o:! (he cost, and chose the purchase. 

Glorious, thrice glorious, was the morning, then, when the first 
shot fired at Lexington gave tho signal of^c-para'.ion of a free and 
independent empire from its parent state ! The nineteenth of 
April, and the seventeenth of June, both on the classic ground of 
tho world's freedom, this county of Middlesex, cut out, tho work 
for the fourth of July, — world-emancipating work, which the 
achievements of ihe heroes of the uprising of America, and tho 
Titanic labors of the transatlantic sons of revolution, yet agitate 
and roll on towards Its grand completion! Middlesex: possesses 
Ibis imperishable glory, before which the lustre of the brightest 
victories, won in battles between contending tyrants, (urns pale. 
Her children chum a common property in tho trophies of those two 
memorable day; j they walk together in tho light of these two 
glowing beacon -fire ~, kindled on that, siormy eo^st, where Liberty 
lias taken up her eternal abo:le, to illuminate, with the cheering 
radiance of hope, hor benighted pilgrims, who can look nowhere 
else for hope but to this western world. 

it is to the county of Middlesex I ha I. the tribes of oar American 
Israel come up lo keep holy time. The Mecca and Medina of the 
advent of freedom are within her borders. Lexington, whoso 
echoes answered lo ike signal-gun that broke Ike centennial slumbers 
of tho genius of revolution, to sleep no more till lie has trampled 
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on the fetters of the last j-laye, and wrapped in consuming flames 

the last throne ; to overturn, and overturn, lld'J overturn, until he 
Khali make an end; ■ — Concord, lliai. saw ilie insulting foe driven 
back in dire confusion before Hie children of liberty, as the cloud 
squadrons of some threatening thunder-storm moll, and disperse 
when the full-orbed sun bursts through and overpowers them ; — 
Acton, whose Spartan band of minute-men withstood the onset 
and returned the fire of the minions of the tyrant ; whose gallant 
Jb.vis poured out bis soul freely in bis country's cause, at tho 
moment when the tide of foreign aggressh n ebbed, at {lie moment 
when the beginning of the onward movement of ids country's lib- 
erty, independence, greatness and glory, by his judgment, prompt- 
ness and valor, was secured ; — Charlestown, the smoke of whose 
sacrifice mingled with the roar of tin; nn.irdcro-.ia artillery, while a 
holocaust of victims and the apotheosis of Warren consecrated her 
mount as the thrice holy soot, of all New hluglaiaVs hallowed soil ; 
— Cambridge, the head -o,uar tors of the bom, after whom the age 
of transition from monarchies to republics will be called the age 
of Washington ; — in these, her towns, a.re the several peculiar 
shrines of the worship of constitutional liberty that have made the 
American continent not barren of historical monumental scenes. 
Where else, in the circuit of tho revolving globe, dues the sun look 
on such a clustered group of glories? 

Over bow broad a portion of the world have wo extended the 
advantages we ours-; ■■Ives enjoy! Oar domain unites the noblest 
valley on the suffice of tho globe, competent to grow food for 
human beings many move titan now dwell on the face of the earth, 
with an eastern win 15 fitted for tho site of lite principal manufac- 
turing arid commercial power of e\i-liiig ! 'hristondom, cad a western 
flank well situated to hold the same position on the T'aeifio, when 
Asia shall renew Iter voutIi, aial Australia shall have risen to !be 
level of Europe. Bewildering, almost, is the suddenness of our 
expansion to fill these limits, a ad astounding are the phenomena, that 
accompany this development. This day there stands before the 
councils of the nation, deputed to participate in their deliberations, 
a young man born within s : ght of old (.'uncord. IHdge, and educated 
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under the ins li till ions which Concord fight secured, who, when he 
revisits the old hoinesiead, claims to represent ll territory larger 
than France and the United British kingdom, — capable of con- 
taining, if settled to the prevail ilcnsilyof Qvcat Britain, more 
than a hundred millions of souls, — a territory lately the joint 
inheritance of the Indian and flic grisly bear, now ouislripping, in 
its instant greatness, all recorded colonics, — ■ the Ophirof our ago, 
richer lhan Solomon's, richer than tlic wildest vision that ever 
dazzled Arabian fancy. 

Or'': i.p \iiii; saeb a continent, receiving it consecrated by il'.e toils 
and sufferings ami outpouring of ancestral blood, which on the day 
wo now commemorate began, how delightful is the duly which 
devolves on us, to guard the beacon-fire of liberty, whose flames 
our fathers kindled ! Suffer it not, my friends ! suffer it not, pos- 
terity that shall come after us ! to be clouded by domestic dissen- 
sion, or obscured by the dank, mephitio vapors of faction! Until 
now, its pure irradiance dispel.s doubt and fear, avid revivifies the 
fainting hopes of downcast patriotism. Forever may it shine 
brightly as now; for as yet Hs pristine lustre fades not, but still 
flashes out the ancient, clear, and steady illumination, joy-giving 
as the blaze that, leaping from promontory to promontory, told the 
triumph of Agamemnon over fated Troy ! It towers and glows, 
refulgent and beautiful, far-scon by the tempest-tost on the sea of 
revolution, darting into the dungeons of gaunt despair beams 
whose benignant glory no lapse of time shall dim ; the wanderers 
in the chill darkness of slavery it guides, and cheers, and warms; 
it fills the universe with its splendor. 



THE UNION. — H. Clay. 

I do not desire to see the lustre of one single star dimmed of 
that glorious confederacy w-hieh constitutes our political sun; still 
less do I wish In see it blotted out, arid its lighl obliterated forever. 
Has not the Statu of South Carolina been one oT the members of 
this Union in " days that tried men's souls " ? Have not her ances- 
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tors fought alongside onr anccsiji's ? Uaye we not, conjointly, won 
together many a glorious battle ? If we had to go into a civil war 
with such a state, how would it terminate ? Whenever it should 
have terminated, what would be her condition ? If she should ever 
return to the Union, what would be the condition of her feelings 
and affections ? what the state of the heart of her people ? She 
has been with us before, when our ancestors mingled in the throng 
of battle ; and, as I hope our posterity will mingle with hers, for 
ages and centuries to come, in the united defence of liberty, and 
for the honor and glory of the Union, I do not wish to see her 
degraded or defaced as a member of this confederacy. 

In conclusion, alkm me to entreat and implore each individual 
member of l.'ois body to bring into the consideration of this measure, 
which I have had the honor of proposing, the same love of country 
which, if I know myself, lias actuated me, and the same desire of 
restoring harmony to the Union winch has prompted this effort. 
If we can forget for a moment, — but that would be asking too 
much of human nature, — if wo could suppress ibr ono moment, 
party tiselings and pai'ty causes, — and, as I stand here before my 
God, I declare I have looked beyond these considerations, and 
regarded only the vast intoresls of this united people, — I should 
hope that, under such feelings, and with such dispositions, we may 
advantageously proceed to the consideration of ibis lull, and hcnl, 
before they arc yet bleeding, the wounds of our distracted country. 



Sot, admit — forwc most, admit — that free discussion has ever 
been odious to the tyrant, and to all the minions of licentious power, 
— but can we ever f u';;et how el.Gj-.ioat, how enchanting, the voice 
of that same freedom of speech has in all ages been, wherever its 
tones have fallen on the ear of freemen ? 

Free discussion, and liberty itself, eloipience end freedom of 
speech, are contemporaneous fires, and brighten and blaze, or lan- 
guish and go out, together. Athenian liberty was, for years, pro- 
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(.rotted by that free disoussion which was t-u^tairirul and continued 
in Athens. ' Freedom was prolonged by eloquence. Liberty jUHisoci 
and lingered, that she might listen to the divine intonations of hor 
voice. Free diseus-,ion, t.ho eloquence of one man, rolled kick the 
lido of Macedonian power, and long preserved his country from the 
overwhelming deluge. 

When the light of free discussion had. throughout eiLI the Grecian 
eii.lcs, been extinguished in the blood of those statesmen by whose 
eloquence it bud been sustained, young Tully, hre-nthing the spirit 
of Raman liberty on the expiring embers, relumed and transmitted, 
from the banks of the Uisstis to those of the Tiber, this glorious 
light of freedom. This mighty master of the forum, by his free 
dismission?, both from the rostrum and in the senate-house, ea.ve 
new vigor, and a longer duration of existence, to the liberty of his 
country. Who, more than Marcus Tulllus Cicero, was -loved and 
cberishod by the friends of that country ? Who more feared and 
hated by traitors and tyrants? 

Freedom of speech, Roman eloquence, and Roman liberty, 
expired together, when, under the proscription of the second tri- 
umvirate, the hired bravo of .Mar'; Antony placed In the lap of one 
of his pvolligaie minions the head and ihe hand? of Tully, the states- 
man, the orator, the illustrious Either of Ids country. After anrus- 
ing herself some bore's by plungie^ her bodkin through I hat tongue 
which bad so long delighted the senate and the rostrum, and made 
Antony him.-.idf tremble in the midst of bis legions, she ordered 
that lioad and those hands, then the trophies of a- savage despotism, 
to be set up in the forum. 



English statesmen and orators, in the free discussions of the Eng- 
lish Parliament, have been firmed on those illustrious models of 
Greek and Roman policy and eloquence. Multiplied by the teem- 
ing labors of the press, the works of the master and I lie disciple 
have cotne to our hands; and the eloquence of Chatham, of Burke, 
of Fox, and of the younger Pitt, reaches us, not in the feeble and 
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evanescent voice o£" triulitTrm. Tint, preserve;! ami' p'need- before the 
eye on the more imperishable page. Neither these grout originals 
nor their improved transcripts have been lost to our country. The 
American political school of free discussion has enriched the 
nation with some distinguished scholars ; and Dexter, and Morris, 
and Pinkney, will not soon be forgotten by our country, or by the 
literary world. 

Some men who now live may hereafter be found deserving of 
that life, in the memory of posterity, which very great men have 
thought no unworthy object of a glorious ambition. Who can 
censure this anxious wish, to live in human memory ? When wo 
feel ourselves home along the current of time, — when we see our- 
selves hourly approach that cloud, impenetrable to the human eye, 
which terminates the last visible portion of ibis moving estuary, — 
who of us, although he may hope, when he reaches it, to shoot 
through that dark barren into a more bright and peaceful region, 
yet who, I say, can feel himself receding swiftly from the eye of 
all human sympathy, leaving tbo vision of all human monuments, 
and not wish, as he passes by, to place on those monuments some 
little memorial of himself, — some volume of a book, — or, perhaps, 
but a single page, that it may lie remembered, 

"When we ore not, that we Son bun "? 

Sir, these models of aneient and modern policy and eloquence, 
formed in the great schools of free- discussion, both in earlier and 
later time, are in the hands of thousands of those youths who are 
now, in all the parts of our country, forming themselves foT the 
public service. This hall is the bright goal of their genorous, 
patriotic, and glorious ambition. Sir, they look hitter with a 
feeling not unlike that devotion felt by the pilgrim as he looks 
towards some venerated shrine. Do not — I implore you, sir, do 
not — by your decision this day abolish the rites of liberty, conse- 
crated in this place ! Extinguish not those fires on her altar, 
which should here be eternal ! Suffer not, suffer not the rude hand 
of this more than Vandal violence to demolish, " from turret to 
foundation-stone," this last sanctuary of freedom ! 
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THE RIGHT TO DISCUSS PRESIDENTIAL ACTS. — IV. C. Preston. 

Tiek gentleman lias referred to the contest to be fought between 
liberty and power ; and I say, that if the contest did not originate 
here, it is made when we are not permitted to speak of the admin- 
istration in terms that wc believe to bo true, without being 
denounced for it. The President of tlie United States certainly 
demands a de-greii o? forbearance from his political opponents ; but 
am I to bo told that one can only allude to him in the humble 
language of a degraded Roman senate, speaking of the emperor 
with his Pnetorian guards surrounding the capital ? Am I to be 
told, when he came into power on principles of reform, after "keep- 
ing the word of promise to our ear, and breaking it to our hope," 
— am I to be told that I must close my lips, or be denounced for 
want of decorum ? Am I to be told, when he promised to prevent 
official influence from interfering with the freedom of elections, 
that I must not speak of the broken promise, wider pain of the 
displeasure of his friends ? Am I to bo told, when he came into 
power as a judicious tariff man, after advocating his principles and 
aiding in his election, — believing at the time in his integrity, 
though I did not believe him possessed of intellectual qualifica- 
tions, — am I to be told, after pledges that have been violated, 
promises that have been broken, and principles that have been set 
at naught, that I must not speak of these things as they arc, for 
fear of being denounced for want of courtesy to the constituted 
authorities? Why, to what pass aro we come! Are we to be 
gagged — reduced to silence ? If nothing else is left to us, the lib- 
erty of speech is left ; and it is our duty to cry aloud and spare not, 
when the undenied, admitted, mid declared fact before us is, that 
these pledges have been made, and have been violated. This 
administration is about to end; and if gentlemen can succeed in pre- 
venting us from complaining of being deceived, if they can reduce 
us to abject slavery, they will also have to expunge the history of 
the country, the president's writ-ton and recorded communications 
to Congress, and the most ardent professions of his friends, when 
fighting his battles, before they can conceal the recorded fact, that 
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he has made pledges which lm has violated, and promises which he 
has repeatedly broken. If they succeed in reducing us to shivery, 
and closing oar lips again-st speaking of :.'ie abn-.es of lins adminis- 
tration, thank God ! the voice of history, trumpet- tongued, will 
proclaim thi'-o pledges, arid the maimer in which they have been 
violated, lo future generations ! 

Nciiber hove nor el-mi-here will 1 u-e language, with regard to 
any gentleman, that may be considered indecorous ; and the ques- 
tion not easily solved i.s, how far -shall we restrain ourselves in 
expressing a, just and necessary indignation; and whether the 
expression of such indignation may be considered a. departure from 
courtesy. Thai- indignation, that reproba i.ion, I shall express on 
all occasions. But those who have taken upon themselves the 
guardianship of the Grand Lama, who is nvn'roiiiidoil by a. light 
which ii« one can approach, — about whom ne one is permitted to 
speak without censure, — have extended that guardianship to the 
presiding officer of this house. Gentlomen are not permitted to 
speak of the (juallt'halionj of that officer (in- the highest office in 
the government. Shall we, sir, because he is here a: 
officer of this body, keep silco! when he is urged upon the p 
who are goaded and driven to liis support, lest we be guilty of an 
indecorum against those who are the constituted authorities of the 
country? Thank God, it is not my practice to " crook the pliant 
hinges of the knee, that thrift may follow fawning ! " 

This aggression oT power upon our liberties, sir, and this tame 
submission to aggression, forebode evil to this nation. " Coming 
events east their shadows before them," deepening and darkening ; 
and, as the sun sets, the shadows lengthen. It may be (ho going 
down of the groat luminary of the republic, and that we all shall 
be enveloped in one universal political d 



BURNING OP TTTK LEXINGTON. — F.. H. Chopin. 

Gbeat calamines, though they may startle and appal at first, 
ltvo but a brief time in the memory of the multitude. There is a 
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vivid flash, a momentary shock, when the noisy world shrinks back 
and is silent ; —and then tho vast and lin-iy machinery goes on 
again, the sentiment of horror is absorbed in tho rush of jarring 
interests and active life, and the event is apparently forgotten; 
while the hearts that are peculiarly torn and smitten are left to 
bleed alone, and to heal up slowly in the obscurity of private grief 
and retirement. But in this instance the cold thrill that ran 
through every soul upon hearing the " evil tidings " has not yet 
ceased to vibrate even in the great mass of community at large. 
The exclamations of surprise and horror which follow the dreadful 
announcement are yet pealing upon out' oars from remote portions 
of the land. The waters that yawned to receive the wasted treas- 
ures, the charred and broken timbers, and the bodies of the drowned, 
have not yet become quiet and sealed above their awful sepulchres. 
Still, .day after day, disconsolate Lore and sorrowing Friendship 
arc called to the sea-shore or the house of the dead, to recognize 
some lithe and perhaps mangled form, that has been given up and 
rescued from the deep. Still, ever and anon, some portion of 
sunken treasure, some relic that was lost with the departed, is 
plucked all dripping from the bosom of the element, to touch the 
chord of painful association, and tear the wounds of affection afresh. 
Still, the anxious wife, or child, or parent, at the hearth of home, 
and the distant traveller upon the heaving billows, shudder with 
approiie^ion and are cold al (lie heart. n« their thought goes back 
to that scone of death and terror which surrounded tho doomed 
and burning Lexington. 

A vessel plying upon the route between two of the most import- 
ant cities of our country, filled with a multitude of human beings, 
sn sight of a populous shore, in an early hour of the ovening, is 
suddenly enwrapped in flames, — surrounded by the darkness of 
tho night, the inclement winter air, and a waste of cold and icy 
waters ; leaving to its wretched inmates, in almost every instance, 
nothing but the dreadful alternative of death by the consuming 
flame or by the freezing flood. The alarm-cry bursts from lip to lip 
of that startled throng, smiting awfully and solemnly upon each 
heart, like the tone of its own deep death-knoll. Imagination 
4* 



H 03t cd by Google 



:42 

cannot picture, or conceive, the dread reality. In what various 
moods of thnugli t, in what dLJIcvcui eeeupatiu'i'., wore they engaged ! 
They had left-, but a little while ago, the thronged and busy city, 
through whose streets, filled with light and life, and presenting all 
the diver.siti.es of a mimic world, they had so lately passed; and 
they were now, calmly us if under the roof ol' their own dwellings, 
borno on with all the speed of mighty engines towards other 
[.borough lares of litis und action and joy. where they might mingle 
among men. Some had grasped warm hands and pressed warm 
hearts at parting, and bidden a gay or sad, bu! : as llicy thought, a 
brief farewell. Home had left the couch ol' (lie sick, friend, hurried 
forth by the urgency of business, with tin; promise and the thought 
speedily to return. Some had parted wiih die traveller's haste, 
who had already passed over a long ami wearisome mate, and were 
looking fiii' ward with eager Cineeta I ion to (1m; welcome of their near 
and waiting homes. Some had come forth with the gladness a.nd 
buoyancy of hope, with (lie strong purpo.-e of gain, with the joyful 
Uiitieipctien oi' :ueel.iug dear and familiar faces. Some had decided 
to come upon a halting resolution, — 0! why did they thus 
decide? Som;s were far from their homes, ond wwe numbering (he 
days that- should bear them hack. Some — but. we will not pause to 
enumerate the varinus circum stances under which the members of 
that group had set out, and (.hat. precede.! their solemn end. Suf- 
fice it to say, that life and hope, and memories of loved ones, and 
innumerable thoughts and sympathies and feelings, were stirring 
in the hearts of the mass of beings that were so soon to go down, 
amid the chilliness of winter and the (laming shroud of the confla- 
gration, to the cold and unknown chambers of the deep! 

What a hurried rush lor safely and for life was there! What 
piercing shrieks, bursting from ashy and rpuvcring lips, rose above 
the hoarse gurgling of the waters, the roar and crackling of the 
flames, and rent the flushed and heated brow of night! What 
frantic cries of the husband for the wile, liie wife for the husband, 
— the mother clutching wildly lor her child, the child sobbing for 
its mother ! What strivings of agony with the hot breath of the 
flame and the suffocating smoko ; what meanings of the helpless, 



H 03 tcd by Google 



AMERICAN ELOQUENCE. 43 

the trampled, and the crushed ! "What Invocations (or aid, shrieked 
into the ears of mortals as impotent ! What fervent prayere, ris- 
ing Ilu.-ough tin: tumult, and storm of the clement^ to the eternal 
throne ! But still tlie fierce flame swept relentlessly on, and the 
. waters chafed and j-.hont.ed lor their prey ! 

The strong, brave man, perchance, was there, who had toiled in 
sun and storm, and feeed the billows and the wind, and travelled 
by land and by sea. And with a deaperata straggle did he meet 
his death, grappling and striving with the overwhelming and terrific 
powers around him, as though they were living and conquerable 
things. As lie saw behind him, in the fiery jaws of one element, 
certain, destruction, with giant energy did lie put. by the dense and 
muffling smoke, and plunged with nerved limhs and dauntless 
heart into the cold arms of the other. And long did he battle 
with the waves, and shout and gurgle and shriek and madly toss 
the icy waters to and fro ; and then, benumbed and dead, he went 
down, down, and all was still, — save a hoarse moaning of the deep, 
above his burial-place ! 

Beauty, perhaps, was there, in the bloom of youth and health. 
But when the alarm-cry came, white was that check with a pale- 
ness tliat was the seal of death, and horror glared wildly in those 
beaming eyes, and around her frail and delicate form swept the 
blast of the wreathing flame. That white hand was lifted for a 
moment above the ridgy billows, one stifled cry was heard — and 
she was gone ! And now the gentle sunlight lingers and the sor- 
rowful winds lament above her bed ; but no flowers shall bloom 
and no tear be shed upon that spot beneath which, with calm brow, 
she sleeps, in Mine rooky and garnished chamber, 



The esteemed and talented one was there. He who had studied, 
with the love of ilie scholar, the sober ronson of philosophy, and the 
earnest faith of religion, — whose Eps had poured forth the words 
Of instruction and of genius, and whose voice had been heard in the 

blessed ministration,-, of the gospel,-- -was Killed upon thus to die, — 
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to die suddenly and amid ii scene of horror, — to die while on his 
way to fulfil a duty of his sacred station, — to die far away from 
the grave? of his fathers ami from his native land, and oven from 
the tombs of those dear to him in the home of his adoption, — and, 
! to die away from tho arms of that devoted wife, who sorrowed 
for his absence, and wailed with yearning f'uii'bicss Ibr Ins return. 
But he died leaving fresh, green memories in the hearts of those 
who knew him, and a good name in the world; anil, better than all, 
he died with his armor on, as a soldier of the cross. He passed 
away amid the shite of llie jnysie:;! elements and the sufferings of 
keenest bodily anguish ; but we may believe that soul that had 
imbibed the principles ofMesus was calm and triumphant amid it 
all, and supported and brightened with ilie undying hope of the 



Maternal nf'.vtion was there, deep, firm and true, to the last. 
Doubtless she strolled long for the boon of life; not only for her- 
solf, — ! not only for herself! — but for that dear babe. Butwhen 
death came to relieve the little suffering child, and she gazed upon 
its pale brow and saw that it was dead, — when she felt the coldness 
gathering closer about her own yearning heart, and her eyes grow- 
ing dim, —still, still was she true to the unconquerable impulse of 
a mother's love ; and she tore her veil from off her, and cast it 
about tho face of that sleeping one, that the winds and the waves 
and the ice might not treat it roughly, and that, when they should 
find its little corse, it might he all as unmaTred and natural as if it 
had been borne in its mother's arms, and laid in the calmness and 
beauty of its stony slumber at their feet ! And then life lluUercd 
and went out in that true heart, and she sunk to her unknown 

And so, in various modes, and under circumstances marked by 
various degrees of horror, the young, the old, the rich, the poor, 
the talented, the weak, the strong, — tender woman and haughty 
manhood, the budding youth and the helpless child, — so they 
were swept away, upon that night, and devoured by the elements ; 
with wild struggle and terrible agonies of death, with the flames 
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hissing behind them and the waters yawning before, they passed 
from existence, a fearful mass of human life, 

" Unknclled, uneofflned, and unknowu 1 " 

O! what, think you,. were the thoughts of thai, dark and terrific 
death-hour ? The relict- lions and memories of a life breaking at 
once lipor. the ^it'ubbmg bi'ain, iiwiv painful, mure [urtiirins;, than 
the flame or flood that was devouring their shrinking bodies! The 
cold and freezing truth rushing over the liearl, that they must die 
— and die thus ! The remembranee of loved ones, of eyes that 
would flow with weeping for them, of homes that would be deso- 
late, of those that would be left destitute, of forms and faces to be 
seen in this world no more! And then, the many and varied 
thoughts ilial, M.iiTonnd the idea of death, — itic Ihiiws of religion, 
the concerns of the soul, — all those breaking in, in one flood, 
thrilling every artery of the body, and every faculty of the mind! 
! who shall attempt, to describe that crisis ', They wore human. 
They felt as human beings must ever fee!, bonic at one sweep from 
this mortal existence, hurried from the relations of this life, sud- 
denly, violently, and forever! 

! the homes and the hearts that were left declare that night I 
0! the peculiar nature of thai grief that Hewed in upon the 
mourner's spirit as coldly as the waters flowed over their lost, their 
ocean-buried dead! 

There were children gathered around their mother's knees in a 
distant home (hat night, ami, perchance, they looked up into her 
gentle face, and caught from it the beaming amile of joy that 
accompanied the announcement that their lather was on his way 
to greet them ! Alas ! the dark sea lay between him and them ; 
and little did they think, when they opened their eyes to hail with 
gladness another day, that, they thought, brought him nearer to 
them, — little did they think that the husband, the father, rested 
Cold and still beneath that sea, and that the hours flew on to bring 
them the tidings that he was lost ! 

Love lit its watch-fire upon that .sad night. It looked out, peer- 
ing through the darkness, almost insight of the burning wreck, tor 
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the well-known form, so endeared to it by the strongest of earthly 
bonds. But that form came not. It had passed away from life 
forever. The bridal altar would never be lighted for hiin. The 
true glance of affection should beam upon him no more. His voice 
of love would never greet the ear, — it went out in a lone, wild 
shriek upon the night air ! The heart that teat for him in anxious 
expectation would never press Aw heart ; — the dashing waves bad 
gone over it, and it was cold and still ! 

A splendid mansion waited for its owner. Its hall, perchance, 
was lighted, and its doors left ajar; and there were those who 
listened to catch the echoes of bis well-known step. But that 
mansion receive::! him, living, no more. That midnight lamp might 
burn on until the dawn, but he would not return. Those doors 
should open to his touch never again. Those anxious watchers 
listened in vain for his tread. ! sad, sad were the tidings that 
broke upon their ra.rs, instead of the sound of that well-known 
step ! Dark, dark was that hearth, from which his familiar face 
was absent — absent to greet them there no more ! 



FORMATION OP CHARACTER. — W. Wirt. 

The man who is so conscious of the rectitude of his intentions 
as to he willing to open his bosom to the inspection of the world is 

in possession of one of the strongest pillars of a decided character. 
The course of such a man will be firm and steady, because be lias 
nothing to fear from the world, and is sure of the approbation and 
support of Heaven. While hi; who is conscious of secret and dark 
design?, which, if known, would blast him, is perpetually shrinking 
and dodging from public observation, and is afraid of all around, 
and much more of ail above aim. 

Such a man may. indeed, pursue his iniquitous plans, steadily, — 
he may waste himself to a skeleton in the guilty pursuit, — but it 
is impossible that he can pursue them with the same health-inspir- 
ing confidenee, ami exulting alacrity, with him who feels, at every 
Step, that he is in pursuit of honest ends, by honest means. 
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The clear, unclouded brow, the open countenance, the brilliant 
eye, which can look an honest wan steadfastly, yet courteously, in 
the face, tlu: healthfully -Lcfuinj; heart, and the linn, elastic .step, 
belong to liim whose bosom is free from guile, ami who knows that 
all his motives and purposes are pure and right. Why should 
such a man falter in his course? He may be slandered; he may 
be deserted by the world ; but ho has that within which will keep 
hini erect, and onisb'e him to move onward in his course with his 
eyes fixed on Heaven, which he knows will nut desert him. 

Let your first step, then, in thai discipline which is to give you 
decision of character, be the heroic determination to be honest men, 
and to preserve this charaerur Llinsn;/h eym-v vicissitude of fortune, 
and in every rolaiion which connects you with society, I do not 
use this phrase, " honest men," in the narrow sense, merely, of 
meeting your pecuniary engagements, and paying your debts; for 
this the common pride of gentlemen will constrain you to do. 

I use it in its larger sense of discharging all your duties, both 
public ami private, built open mid secret, with the most scrupulous, 
Heaven-at testing integrity; in that sense, further, which drives 
from the bosons all little, dark, crooked, sordid, debasing consider- 
ations of self, and substitutes in their place a bolder, loftier, and 
Holder spirit, — one that will dispose you to consider yourselves as 
born, not so much for yourselves as for your country and your fel- 
low-creatures, and which will lead you to act on every occasion 
sincerely, justly, ^onerously, magnanimously. 

There is a morality on a larger scale, perfectly consistent with 
a just attention to your own aflairs, which it would be the height 
of folly to neglect, — a generous expansion, a proud elevation and 
conscious greatness of character, which is the best preparation for 
a decided course, in every situation into which you. can be thrown; 
and it is to this high and noble tone of character that I would havo 
you to aspire. 

I would not have you to resemble those weak and meagre stream- 
lets, which lose their direction at every petty impediment that 
presents itself, and slop, and turn back, and creep around, and 
search out every little channel through which they may wind their 
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feeble and sickly course. Not yet would I have you to resemble 

the headlong torrent, tliii.t carries havoc in ils tiunl career. But I 
would have you like the ocean, that noblest emblem of majestic 
decision, which, in tbeeahnost. hour, still hoavo.sits resistless might 
of waters to tin: shore, filling tlic heavens, d,iy and night, with the 
echoes of its sublime docla ration of independence, a.ud tossing and 
sporting on its bed, with an imperial consciousness of strength that 
la.ughs at. opposition. Tt is this depth, ami weight, and power, and 
purity of ^character, that I would have you to resemble ; and I 
would have you, like the waters of the ocean, to become the purer 
by your own action. 



THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. — J. Q. . 
-- The interest which, in that paper, has survived the < 

upon which it was issued, — the interest wiiloli is of every age and 
every clime, — the interest, which quickens with the lapse of years, 
spreads as it scows old, and brightens as it recedes, — m in the 
principles which It proclaims. It, was tlic first solemn dcelaration 
by a nation oi'tho only legitimate foundation of civil government. 
It was the conicr-stouc of a new fabric, destined to cover the sur- 
face of (lie globe. It demolished, at a. stroke, the lawfulness of all 
governments founded upon conquest. It swept away all the rub- 
bish of accumulated eetd uries of servitude. It announced, in prac- 
tical form, to the world, the transcendent truth of the inalienable 
.sovereignty of the people. It proved that the social compact 
was no figment of (he imagination, bet, a real, solid and sacred 
bond of the social union. From the day of this declaration, the 
■people of North America were no longer the fragment of a distant 
empire, imploring justice aial rr.erav from nil inexorable master, in 
another hemisphere. They were no longer children, appealing in 
vain to the sympathies of a heartless mother; no longer subjects, 
leaning upon theslwlleml columns of royal promises, and invoking 
the faith of parchment to secure their rights. They wore a 
nation, asserting as of right, and maintaining by war, its own 
existence. A nation was born in a day. 
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Shall this, their lofty scene, be acted o'er, 

la states unborn, and accents yet unknown * " 

It will bo act ui.1 era-, fcllow-eitiwns, but, it can never b 
It stands, and must forever stand, alone; a bciw-ou on tlu: summit, 
of the mountain, to which all the inhabitants of the earth may tarn 
their eyes, for a. genial and savin;: light, (.ill iimo shall bo lust in 
eternity, and this f>;lobo ilsoll' dissolve, nor leave a. wreek behind, 
It stands forever, a light of admonition to the rulers of men, a 
light of salvation and redemption to the oppressed. So long as 
thin planet, shall be inhabited by human bene:;,-., so long as man shall 
lie of a social nature, so long as government shall be necessary to 
the great moral purposes of society, so long as it shall be abused (o 
the purposes of oppression, — so long shall this declaration hold 
out, to the sovereign and to the subject, the extent and the bound- 
aries of their respective rights and duties, founded in the laws of 
nature and of ml lire's God. 



LCOME TO BVJNKEK HILL. — Jt FTrttinghnm, Jr. 

We stand on America's classic ground. The waters that flow 
beneath us, and every hill-top and valley that spread out in it 
beautiful amphitheatre around us, have their story of the men who 
perilled and suffered for Hie cause of freedom. Here was fought 
the first great battle of the war of the Revolution ; there, near the 
shades of our venerable J larvard, Washington stood when he first 
drew his sword in that great struggle ; on yonder summit, when 
our old thirteen colonies had united to form our early country, the 
Union flag of the thirtcon stripes was first unfurled to the battle 
and the breeze; and it was over our'proud metropolis that this 
Hag, for the first time, waved in triumph behind a retreating foe. 

Welcome, great [Kit-riot, to these iiitkinr.lli.it" associations ' Your 
nonle nature, your fidelity to principle, your labors, triumphs, 
perils and sufferings, in your country, and your continued and 
untiring devotion, in exile, to the cause of your father-land, pro- 
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claim you to be of kind red spirit with l.lie hnmortal men whose 
heroism, in a day of \xi ptism of lire and blood, hallowed this soil 
forever to the lovers of liberty ! Welcome, illustrious exile, to the 
sacred inspiration, to the awakening power, of this consecrated 

And as, to bid you welcome, we come forth from our happy 

homes, from our wheels of Ion ruing and eur altars of religion, from 
the shops of a thriving industry and the marts of a prosperous 
commerce, it is in the full enjoyment ef ll.e fruits of political free- 
dom, the quietening power of the principle of liberty animating 
all into its varied life. Would it were thus with brave and unfor- 
tunate Hungary ! How can be expressed what here was felt at 
those occurrences that deprived your people of their rights, and 
made you an exile from home and country ! We know the story 
of your eventful struggle. We see exhibited in it the traits of 
love of freedom, of chivalrous heroism, of undying attachment to 
ancient rights and liberties, of noble self-sacrifice, that marked our 
own great contest. We saw you, animated by the glorious ante- 
cedent of a thousand years' enjoymeu'. of nr.mieip] institutions, 
gallantly carve your way, with your own good swords, to national 
independence, and thereby inquire the right of ordaining your own 
institutions. But then came the foreign Interference with your 
internal affairs, when your territory was invaded and your inde- 
pendence was destroyed by the armies of the Czar. An indignant 
American public opinion must ever pronounce that, interference to 
have been an enormous violation of national law: and also pro- 
nounce that eaeli nation has a right to make or to unmake its 
government, free from interference by any foreign power. 

Honored sir, 1 fee), bow inadequate are my poor words io serve 
such an occasion as to welcome the representative man of the cause 
of liberty in the Old World, on the soil where that cause in the- 
New World first met the shook of regular conflict. Fortunately, 
the want is supplied. "The powerful speaker s 
before us." This majestic column was solemnly d 
spirit of national in dependence. " Its speech to-day is of welcome 
and encouragement to the illustrious exile whoso life is devoted to 
this noble cause ! 
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We live in a most extraordinary age. Events so various ami so 
important thai, they might crowd and distinguish centuries are, in 
our times, compressed within the compass of a single life. When 
has it happened that history has had so much (o record, in the 
samo term of years, as since the 17th of June, 1775 ? Our own 
Involution, which, under other circumstances, might itself have 
been expected to occasion ara of leilfa century, has been achieved; 
twenty-four sovereign and independent stales erected, and a gen- 
eral government established over them, so safo, so wise, so free, 
so practical, that we might well wonder its establishment should 
have been accomplished so soon, were it not far the greater wonder 
that it should have been established at all. Two or three millions 
of people have been augmented totwelve ; and the great forests of 
the west prostrated beneath the arm of successful industry ; and 
the dwellers on the banks of the Ohio and the Mississippi become 
the fellow-citizens and neighbor of those who cultivate the hills of 
JNow England. We have a commerce that leaves no sea unex- 
plored; navies which take no law from superior force; revenues 
adequate to all the exigencies of the government, almost without 
taxation ; and peace with all nations, founded on equu-1 rights and 
mutual respect. 

Europe, within the same period, has been ; : .gitatcd by a mighty 
revolution, which, wliilu It has been felt in the individual condition 
and happine-s of almost every man. has shaken to the centre her 
political fabric, and dashed agains f . ore another th:oncs which had 
stood tranquil for ages. On this, our continent, our own example 
has been followed; and colonies have sprung up to be nations. 
Unaccustomed sounds o:"!iber:y ;md free gn\ erienenl have reached 
us from beyond the track of the sun ; and at this moment the 
dominion of European power in this continent, from the place 
where we stand to the south polo, is annihilated forever. 

In the mean time, both In Europe and America, such has been 
the general progress of knowledge, such the im 
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lation, in commerce, in the arts, in letters, and, shove all, in liberal 

ideas, and the general spirit of tin.; ago. that the whole world seems 

eha II ;;(.'<.! . 

il'ct, notwithstanding that (his is but a faint abstractor the 
things winch km: happened since the day of l!ic bailie of Bunker 
Hill, we are but fifty years removed, from it ; and we now stand 
here, to enjoy all (lie blessings of our own condition, and to look 
abroad on the brightened prospeets oi" tin: world, while we bold 
slid among us some of those who were active agents In the scenes 
of 1775, and who are now here, from every quarter of Now Eng- 
land, to visit one;! more, and trader circa instances so affecting, I 
had almost said so overwhelming, ibis renowned theatre of their 
courage and patriotism. 

Venerable men ! yon have come down io us from a Ibrmer gen- 
eration. Heaven has bounteously lengthened out your live?, that 
you might behold this joyous day. You are now where you stood 
fifty years age, th's very hour, wills your brothers and your neigh- 
bors, shoulder lo shoulder, in the strife of your country. Behold 
how altered ! The same heavens are indeed over your beads, the 
same oeean rolls at your feet, — but all else how changed ! You 
hear now no roar of hostile cannon ; you see no mixed volumes of 
smoke and flame rising from burning tlkirlestown. The "round 
strewed with the dead and the 'lying, — the impetuous charge, — the 
steady and successful repulse, — the loud call io repeated assault, 
■ — the summoning of all that is manly to repeated resistance, — a 
thousand bosoms freely anil fearlessly bared in a.n instant to what- 
ever of terror there may be in war and death; — all these you 
have witnessed, but you witness them no more. All is pcaoc. 
The heights of yenoer nici ropolis, lis towers and roofs, whioh you 
then saw filled with wives ami children and countrymen in distress 
and terror, and looking with unuilorable emotions I'or the Issue of 
the combat , have presented you to-day with l.hu sight of its whole 
happy population eome out to welcome and greet you with a uni- 
versal jubilee. Yonder proud ships, by a felicity of position appro- 
priately lying at the loot of this meant, and .-.eoming fondly to cling 
around it, are not means of annoyance to you, but. your country's 
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own means of distinction and defence. 'All is peace; and God has 
granted you this sight of your country's happiness ere you slumber 
in the grave forever. lie has allowed you to behold and to partake 
the reward of your patriotic toils; ;md ho has allowed us 1 , your sons 
and countrymen, to meet you here, and in the name of the present 
generation] in the name of your country, in the name of liberty, to 
thank you ! 

But, alas ! you are not all here ! Time and the sword have 
thinned your rants ! Prescott, Putnam, Stark, Brooks, Read, 
Pomeroy, Bridge ! — our eyes seek for you in vain amidst this 
broken band ! You are gathered to your fathers, and live only 
to your country in her grateful remembrance, and your own bright 
example ! But let us not too much grieve that you have met the 
(iotiimou ill to of men. i: on lived, si, least, long enough to know that 
your work had been nobly and sucecssuilly accomplished. You 
lived to see your country's independence established, iind to sheathe 
your swords from war. On the light of liberty you saw arise the 
light of peace, like 



and the sky on which you closed your eyes was cloudless. 

But — ah! — him! the first great martyr in this great cause! 
Him! the premature victim of his own self-devoting heart! Him! 
the head of our civil oeanci!?!, and tin; destined leader of our mili- 
tary bands ; whom nothing brought, hither, but the unquenchable 
fire of his own spirit ! Him ! cut off by Providence in the hour of 
overwhelming anxiety and thick gloom ; falling ere he saw the 
star of Ids country rise ; pou-io^ out his generous blood, like water, 
before he knew whether it would fertilize a land of freedom or of 
bondage! — how Miall i struggle wi:h the emotions that stifle the 
utterance of thy name ! Our poor work may perish; but thine 
shall endure ! This monument may moulder away, — the solid 
ground it rests upon may sink down to a level with the sea; but 
thy memory shall not fail ! Wheresoever amonjf men a heart shall 
be found that beats to the transports of patriotism and liberty, its 
aspirations -hid] be to laaim kindred with thy spirit ! 
5* 
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But the scene amidst which wo stand does not permit us to con- 
fine our thoughts or our sympathies to those fearless spirits who 
hazarded or lest, their lives on this cons-ccraied spot. Wo have the 
happiness to rejoice hero in the presence of :i most worthy repre- 
sentation of live survivors of (bo whole II evolutionary army, 

V literal!* ! you arc the remnant of many a woll-lhudil. field. 
Yon bring with you marks of honor from Trenton and Monmouth, 
from York town, Camden. Beuniicrfoii, and Kiu'moga. Veterans 
of half a century! when, in your youlhfi.il days, you put everything 
at hazard in your country's cause, good as that cause was, and san- 
guine as youth is, still year fondest hopes did not stretch onward 
to an hour like this ! .At a period to whi;:h you could not reason- 
ably have expected to arrive, at a moment of national prosperity 
such as you could never ha.ve foreseen, you are now mot here to 
enjoy the iellow-bip of old soldiers, and to receive the overflowings 
of a universal gratitude. 

But. your agitated countenances and your heavhig breast- inform 
me that even this is not an unmixed joy. I perceive that a tumult 
of contending feelings rushes upon you. The images of the dead, 
as well as the persons of the living, throng to your embraces. The 
scene overwhelms you, and I turn from it. May the Father of all 
mercies smile upon your declining years, and bless them! And, 
when you shall here have exchanged your embraces, — when you 
shall onoe more have pressed the hands which have been so often 
extended to give succor in adversity, or grasped in the exultation 
of victory, — then look abroad Into this lovely land, which your 
young valor defended, and mark the happiness with which It is 
filled ; yea, look abroad into the whole earl.li, and see what a name 
you have contributed to give to your country, and what a praiso 
you have added to freedom, and then rejoice in the sympathy and 
gratitude which beam upon your last days from the improved con- 
dition of mankind ! 

It is, indeed, a touching reflection, that while, in the fulness of 
our country's happiness, we rear this monument to her honor, we 
look for instruction, in our undertaking, to a country which is now 
in fearful contest, not for works of art or memorials of glory, but 
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for her own existence. Let her be assured that she is not forgotten 
in the world; that her efforts are applauded, and that constant 
prayers ascend for her success. And let us cherish a cedent 
hope for her final triumph. If the true spark of religions and 
civil liberty he kindled, it will burn. Human agency cannot 
extinguish it. Like the earth's central fire, it may be smoth- 
ered for a time, the ocean may overwhelm it, mountains may 
press it down,— hut Lis inherent and unconquerable force will 
heave both the ocean and the land, and at some time or another, in 
some place or another, the voloano will break out, and flame up to 
heaven ! 



THE DISINTERESTEDNESS OF WASHINGTON. —R. T. Paine. 

To the pen of the historian must be resigned the more arduous 
and elaborate tribute of justice to those efforts of heroic and polit- 
ical virtue which conducted the American people to peace and 
liberty. The vanquished foe retired from our shores, and left to 
the controlling genius who repelled them the gratitude of his own 
country, aud the admiration of the world. The time had now 
arrived which was to apply the touchstone to his integrity — which 
was to assay the affinity of his principles to the standard of immu- 
table right. On the one hand, a realm to which he was endeared 
by his services almost invited lu'm to empire ; on the other, the 
liberty to whose protection his life had been devoted was the orna- 
ment and boon of human nature. Washington could not depart 
from his own great self. His country was free — he was no longer 
a general. Snblime spectacle ! more elevating to the pride of 
virtue than the sovereignty of the globe united to the sceptre of 
ages ! Enthroned in the hearts of his countrymen, the gorgeous, 
pageantry of prerogative was unworthy the majesty of his dominion. 
That effulgence of military character which in ancient states has 
blasted the rights of the people whose renown it had brightened, 
was not here permitted, by the hero from whom it emanated, 
to shine with so destructive a lustre. Its beams, though intensely 
t, did not wither the young blossoms of our independence 
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and liberty, like iba burning bosh, flcii'Li'iKlinJ uiieousumcd by the 
dray which surrounded it. 

To the illustrious founder of our republic was if. reserved to 
exhibit this example of a magnanimity that commanded victory, 
of a, moderation that retired from triumph. Unlike the erratic 
meteors of ambition, whose 'laming path sheds a disastrous light on 
the pages of history, his bright orb. o.dipsing the luminaries among 
which it rolled, never portended " tearful change " to religion, nor 
from its " golden tresses " shook pestilence on empire. What to 
other heroes has been glory, would 1u him have boon disgrace. To 
his intrepidity It would have added no honorary trophy, to have 
waded, like the conqueror of Peru, through the blood of credulous 
millions, to plant, the standard of triumph at the burning mouth of 
a volcano. To his fame it would have creeled no auxiliary monu- 
ment, to have invaded, like the ravagor of I'lgypt, an innocent 
thrash barbarous nation, to inscribe his name on the pillar of 
Pompey. 



Iv other lands, pecuniary dependence is loooften connected with 
reverence for rank, so that they produce together the most com- 
plete vassalage. The market for intellectual labor is overstocked. 
Nature's rich bas'-piei. is crowded with Illled and hereditary guests; 
" the table is full." To emerge from the crowd of menials, and 
obtain some share of the t'ea-st, the unbidden scholar must attach 
himself to the train of a patron, rind feed on the alms his niggard 
bounty may bestow. Such has been the degrading history of 
literary men, poets, authors, and, I blush to add, philosophers, 
throughout too world, lor many centuries. The: liuility with which 
a sure and comfortable, subsistence maybe obtained in this country, 
and the certainty with which educated talent, directed by ordinary 
discretion and industry, may obtain to .a decent competency, are 
such as to exclude all temptation, much more all necessity, to fol- 
low in this respect the humiliating example of European learning. 
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To suet evils " the lack of means need never drive us." If daz- 
zled by the false glitter of office, if bribed by the doles of political 
patronage, or I13- such paltry boons as private interest can bestow, 
the American scholar is ever weak enough to sell his eon -science, or 
bow down bis indepoiidei.ee before a master, he falls a voluntary 
victim. His sin is his own : his own be the shame. Let him not 
seel; to divide it with his country. Is it not, then, a glorious 
privilege, to be wholly free from t.be necessity of such dependence, 
— never to be (breed by ilie iyrannims compulsion of need to man- 
worship, the meanest of all idolatries? Far nobler, far happier 
than kings eau mate him, is the lot of him who dedicates his life 
and his intellect to instruct and delight the people; who looks to 
them, not for alms or bounty, but for a just compensation in honor 
and in profit, for the pleasure or the instruction bo affords them ; 
who seeks to serve them as a friend, not io lawn on them as a flat- 
terer, —to please them or to teach them, yet as having a higher 
master, and knowing the solemn .responsibility of one wdio acts 
upon the happiness or the morals of many. Happy he who, in the 
discharge of such duties, leads none Into dangerous error, lulls nono 
into careless or contemptuous negligence of right, nor ever sullies 
thu wbitciies.-i of an innoeent mind. Happier, slill happier, he who 
has scattered abroad into many hearts these moral seeds whence 
benevolent and heroic a.etions spring up, who has " given ardor to 
virtue and confidence to truth,'' or, in more sacred language, '-lias 
turned many unto righteousness" Such geii'ir-, fired i'ioin heaven's 
own light, will continue to the end of time to burn and spread, 

kindling congenial fames Jar and v.- hie, until they lift up their 
broad, united bla/.e on high, enlightenbig, ehea"ing and gladdening, 
the nations of the earth. 



T. no not mistake the true position of my country, nor do 1 seek 
Io exaggerate her importance. I am perfectly aware that, what- 
ever we may do or say, the immediate march of Austria will bo 
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onward in the course of despotism, with a step feebler or firmer 
as resistance may appear near or remote, till she is stayed, by one 
of those upheaving of the people, which is as sure to come as tliat 
man longs for freedom, and longs to strike the blow which shall 
make it his. 

Pride is blind, and power tensions; and Austrian pride and 
power, though they may quail before the signs of the times, before 
barricades and frj.i.t on Nation, Ivy which streets are made fortresses 
and armies revolutionists, new and mighty engines In popular war- 
fare, will hold out in their citadel till the last extremity.- But 
many old things are passing away; and Austrian despotism will 
pass away, in its turn. Its bulwarks will be shaken by the rushing 
of mighty winds, by the voice of the world, wherever its indignant 
expression is not restrained by the kindred sympathies of arbitrary 
power. 

I desire, sir, not to be mid understood. I do not. mean that in all 
the revolutionary struggles which political contests bring on it 
would be expedient for other governments to express their feelings 
of interest or sympathy. I think they should not ; for there are 
obvious consider a lions which forbid such action, and the valuo of 
this kind of moral interposition would be diminished by its too fre- 
quent recurrence. It should be reserved for great events, — events 
marked by groat crimes and oppressions on the one side, and great 
exertions and misfortunes on the other, and under circumstances 
which carry with them the sympathies of the world, like the par- 
tition of Poland and the subjugation of Hungary. We can offer, 
public congratulations, as we have done, to people crowned by suc- 
cess in their struggle for freedom.. "We can offer our recognition 
of their independence to others, as we have done, while yet the 
effort was pending. Have wo sympathy only for the fortunate ? 
Or is a cause less sacred or less dear because it is prostrated in 
the dust by the foot of power ? Let the noble sentiments of Wash- 
ington, in his spirit -stir ring reply to the French minister, answer 
these questions : " Born, sir, in a land of liberty, — having early 
learned to estimate its value, — having, in a word, devoted the best 
years of my life to its maintenance, — I rejoice whensoever in any 
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country I sec a nation unfold the banner of freedom. To call 

your nation bravo, were but eov on praise. Wonderful people ! 

Ages to come will read with astonishment the history of your 
exploits." 

I li-coly confess that T shall hail the day with pleasure when 
this government, reflecting the true sentiments of this people, shall 
express its sympathy for struggling millions seeking, in circum- 
stances of peril and opp region, that libei't.y which was given to 
thorn by God, but lias been wrested from them by nun. I do not 
see any danger to the true independence of nations by such a 
course; and, indeed, T ,1111 by no mourn ecrtah: that the free inter- 
change of public views in l.iils solemn rummer would not go far 
towards checking the progress of oppression, and the tendency 



TUB UNION. — D. S. DickimoK. 

Urn a few days since, I visited the hall where the immortal 
Washington, after carving out, the liberty which we, in common 
with twenty-five millions of our fellow-beings, this day enjoy, 'with 
a victorious yet unpaid army, who adored him, under his com- 
mand, surrendered his commission and hi;; -word voluntarily (0 the 
representatives of a tew exhausted colonies. That sublime occasion 
yet imparls its sacred influences to the place, and there is eloquence 
in its silent walls. But where, said I, are the brave and patriotic 
spirits who hero fostered the germ of this mighty empire ? Alas ! 
they have gone to their rewards, and the clods of the valley lie 
heavily or: their hearts ; while we, their ungrateful children, with 
every clement of good before us, forgetting the mighty sacrifices 
they made for their descendants, trifle with the rich blessings we 
inherited, and are ready, with sacrilegious hands, to despoil the 
temple of liberty which they roared by year's of toil and trial, and 
cemented in Wood and tears. 0! could we not have deferred 
this inhuman s.trt-gglc until the departure from amongst us of the 
Revolutionary soldier, with his bowed and tottering frame, and his 
once bright eye dimmed 1 Ask him the cost of liberty, and he 
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will " ^honilili'r lib crutch and toll how ii'. -liU were won," and tell 
you of ita priceless value. And yet we are shamelessly struggling 
in lii; sight, like mercenary child ren. "en' ihe patrimony, around 
tiki death -bed of a common parent, by whose indus-iry and exertion 
it was accumulated, before the heart of him who gave them exist- 
once had ceased to pulsate. Amid all iacsc toullleis, it has been 
my policy to give paaee and stability to the Union, to silence agi- 
tation, to restore fraternal relations to an estranged brotherhood, 
and to lend my feeble aid in enabling our common country to 
march onward to the glorious fruition ivliieh aw ails her. I have 
opposed, and will hereafter oppose, (lie monster disunion, in any 
and every form, and howsoever disgui-.ed, or in whatsoever condi- 
tion, — whether in the germ, or the stately upas, with its wide- 
spread braneho:; ; whether it comes from the Non.b or the South, 
or the East or the West; and whether it consists in denying the 
South her just rights, or in her demanding (hat 1.0 which she is not 
entitled. The Union of these States, in the true spirit of the 
constitution, is a sentiment of my life. It was the dream of my 
early years ; it has boon the pride and joy of manhood ; and, if it 
shall plea.se Heaven to spare mo to u«e, L pray that its abiding 
beauty may beguile my vacant and solitary hours. I do not ■ 
expect a sudden disruption of the political bonds which unite the 
states of this confederacy; but 1 greatly fear a growing spirit 
of jealousy and discontent and sectional liai.o, which must, if per- 
mitted to extend itself, finally destroy the bu.-i.lly and harmony of 
the fabric, if it does not raze it to ita foundation. It cannot be 
maintained by force, and majorities in a confederacy should bo 
admonished to use their power justly. Let no one suppose that 
those who have been joined together will remain so, despite the 
commission of mutual wrongs, because they hare once enjoyed 
each other's confidence and affection, and propriety requires them 
to remain united. A ch."l'ed Hp : ni. whoilie" of a community or an 
individual, may be goa.ded beyond endurance ; and the history of 
the world has proved that the season of desperation which succeeds 
is awfully reckless of consequences. But woe be to him by whom 
the otlciice of disnicou comes : He will be hold accursed, when the 
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bloody mandates of Herod and Nero shall be forgiven ; and be 
regarded as a greater monster in this world than he who, to sig- 
nalize his brutal ferocity, reared a monument of thousands of 

human skulls ; and, in the nest, 



TUB INFLVESCH OF CII7U STIAXTIT. — J. A. Dh: 
Tin; influence of Christianity upon tin; political condition of 
mankind, though silent and almost imperceptible, has doubtless 
been one of the most powerful instruments of ils amelioration . 
The principles and the practical rules of conduct which it pre- 
scribes; the doctrine of the natural equality of men, of a common 
origin, a common responsibility, and a common late; the lessons 
of humility, gentleness and forbearance, which it teaches, are as 
much at war with political as they arc with all moral injustice, 
oppression, and wrong. During century after century, excepting 
for brief intervals, the world too often s;iw the beauty of the sys- 
tem marred by the fiercest intolerance and the grossest deprava- 
tion. It has been made the confederate of monaiclis m carrying 
out schemes of oppression and fraud. Under its banner armed 
multitudes have been banded together, and led on by martial 
prelates to wars of desolation and revenge. Perpetrators of the 
blackest crimes have purchased from ils chief ministers a merce- 
nary immunity from punishment. 

But nearly two thousand years have passed away, and no trace 
is left of the millions who, under the influence of bad passions. 
have dishonored its holy precepts; or of the far smaller number 
who, in seasons of genera] depravation, have drunk its current of 
living water on the solitary mountain or in (he hollow rock. Its 
simple maxims, outliving them all, arc mIci illy working out a greater 
revolution than any which the world has seen ; and long as the 
period may scorn since its doctrines were first announced, it is 
almost i nip creep li bl e when regarded a=. one of the divisions of that 
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time which is of endless duration. To use tiie language of a 
quent and philosophical writer, " The movements of I 

are not restricted to narrow bound*; it is not anxious to deduce 
to-day the consequences of the premises it laid down yesterday, 
It may defer this, for ages, till the fulness of lime shall come. Its 
lode will not be less conclusive lov reasoning slowly. Providence 
moves through time as the gods of ! 'oilier through sp.iee; it makes 
a step, and year,- have rolled n.way. Tlow long a lime, how many 
circumstances, intervened before Hie regeneration of the moral 
powers of man by Christianity exercised its great, its legitimate 
function upon ins social condition : Ycl who can doubt or mistake 
its power?" 



THE EXAMl'LJi 01' Ol.lt H.Hilir.Vr.liKli-. — /. Spark/,. 

Tin: instructive lesson of history, teaching by example, can 
nowhere be studied with more profit, or with a better promise, than 
in the Revolutionary period of America ;.; and especially by us, who 
sit under the tree our fathers have planled, enjoy irs shade, and 
are nourished by its fruits. ISut little is our merit, or gain, that 
we applaud their deeds, unless we emulate their virtues. Love of 
country was in them art ahsorl > ; n;: princip'o, en undivided feeling: 
not of a fragment, a section, but of the whole country. Union 
was the arch on w'niili they raised the strong lower of a nation's 
independence.; I, |. the arm be palsied that would loosen one stone 
in the basis of Ibis fair structure, or mar its beauty; tho tongue 
mute, that would dishonor their names, by calculating the value 
of that which they deemed without price! 

They h:;ve loft us an example already inscribed in the worlds 
memory ; an example portentous to the aims of tyranny in every 
land; an example that will console in all ages the drooping aspira- 
tions of oppressed humanity. They have left us a written charter 
as a legacy, and as a guide to our course. But every clay convinces 
us that a written charier may become powerless. Ignorance may 
misiuterpret.it.: ambition may assull rind fiction destroy its vital 
parts; and aspiring knevei'y may at last sing its requiem on the 
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tomb of departed liberty. It is the spirit which lives : in this are 
out' safety and our hope, — the spirit of oar fathers; and while this 

dm;] Is deeply in our remembrance, and its flame is cherished, ever 
burning, ever pure, en tire altar of our hearts, — while ii, incites us 
to think as they have thought, and do as they have done, — the 
honor and the praise will be ours, to have preserved unimpaired 
the rich inheritance which tlrey so nobly achieved. 



PUBLIC FAITH. — F. Ames. 

To txiiiitiidc on ilie value of public faith may pass with some 
men for declamation ; — to such men I have nothing to say. To 
others I will urge, Can any circumstance mark upon a people 
more turpitude and debasement ? Can anything tend more to 
make men think themselves mean, or degrade to a lower point 
their estimation of virtue, and their standard of action ? 

It would not merely demoralize mankind; it tends to break all 
ilio lig.itiier.f- of society, to dissolve that mysterious charm which 
attracts individuals to the nation, and to inspire in its stead a 
repulsive sense of shame and disgust. 

What, is |Kitnoi.isiu ? Is It a narrow affection fin- the spot where 
a man was born? Are the very clods where we tread entitled to 
this ardent prc.i.ereiieo because they are greener? No, sir; this is 
not the character of the virtue, and it soars higher for its object. 
It is an extended soii-lovo, mingling wil.li all I lie enjoyments of 
life, and tivisling itself with the minutest liianients of the heart. 
It is thus we obey the laws of society, because they arc the laws 
of virtue. In their authority we see, not the array of force and 
terror, but the venerable image of our country's honor. Every 
good citizen makes that honor his own, and cherishes it not only 
as precious, but as sacred. He is willing to risk his life in its 
defence, and : s conscious that he gains protection while ite gives it. 
For what rights of a citizen ivi.U be deemed inviolable wdten a state 
renounces ihc principles tliat consfiiute their security? Or, if his 
life should not be invaded, what would its enjoyments be in a 
country odious in the eyes of strangers, and dishonored in his own? 
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Could he look with affection and veneration to such a country as 

his parent? The sense of having one would die within him; he 
would Mush Kit his patriotism, if lie retained Liny; and justly, for 
it would he a vice. He would he a banished man in his native 
land. 

I see no exception 10 the rcsoc-.-t that is paid among nations to 
the law of good faith. If (hero are eases in this enlightened period 
when it is violated, there arc none when it is decried. It is the 
philosophy of politics, the religion, of governments. It is observed 
by barbarians, — a whiff of tobacco-smoke, or a string of beads, 
gives not merely binding force, but sanctity, to treaties. Even in 
Algiers, a (vuee .may be bought lor money, but, when ratified, even 
Algiers is too wise. 01: too just, to disown and annul its obligation. 
Thus, we see, neither the ignorance of savages, nor the principles 
of an association for piracy and rapine, permit a ration to despise 
its engagements. If, sir, there could be a resurrection from the 
foot of the gallows, -—if the victims of justice could live again, 
collect together and form a society, — they would, however loath, 
soon find themselves obliged to iiui';e justice - -that, justice under 
which they fell — the fundamental law of their state. They would 
perceive it was their interest to mahe others respect, and they 
would therefore soon pay some respect themselves to the obliga- 
tions of good faith. 

It is painful, — I hope it is superfluous, — to make even the 
supposition that America should furnish the occasion of this 
opprobrium. No! Jet me noteven imagine that, a republican gov- 
ernment, sprung, as our own is, from a people enlightened and 
uncorrnpted, — a government whose origin is right, and whose 
daily discipline is duty, — can, upon solemn debate, make its 
option to be faithless, can dare to act what despots dare not avow, 
what our own example evinces, the stales of Barbary are unsus- 
pected of. No ! rather let me make the supposition that Great 
Britain refuses to execute the treaty after we have done every- 
thing to carry it into effect. Is there any language of reproach 
pungent enough to express your commentary on the fact 1 What 
would you say, or, rather, what would you not say? Would you 
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not lell ihem, wherever an Englishman might travel, shame would 
stick to him — he would disown his country? You would ex- 
claim: "Rutland! proud of your weultli, and avivyitit in the pos- 
session of power, blush fi.'i- these distinctions, which become the 
vehicles of your dishonor ! Such a nation might truly May to cor- 
ruption, (Iidu art my father, ami to the worm, thou art my mother 
and my sister. We should say of such a race of men. their name 
is a heavier burden than their debt. 



THE HTAUII.ITV OF OUR GOVKEtSS] JiNT. — C.\ S w <igu*. 

Is there be cm tlie earth one nation naive i.lian another whose 
institutions must draw their lite-blood ii-t.-in the individual purity 
of its citizens, tliat nation is our own. Ilulers by divine right, 
and nobles liy hereditary succession, may. jwrSmps, tolei'aic with 
impunity those depriving ind'.dgoeo.:s which keep the great mass 
abject. "Whore the many enjoy little or no power, it were a trick 
of policy to wink at. those enervating vices which would rob them 
of both the ability and the inclination to enjoy it. But, in our 
country, where almost every man, hoiyever humble, tears to the 
oinnipolctii Id lot -box his full pori.ien of the .sovereignty, — where, 
at regular periods, the ministers, of authority, who went forth to 
rule, return to be ruled, and lay clow a their dignities at the feet 
of the monarch multitude, — where, in short, public sentiment is 
the absolute lever that moves the political world, the purity of the 
people is the rock of political safety. 

We may boast, if we please, of our exalted privileges, and fondly 
impute that they will be eternal; but, whenever those vices shall 
abound which, undeniably tend to debaseineni, sleeping the poor 
and ignorant still lower in poverty and ignorance, and thereby 
destroying thai wholesome mental oipial.ity which tan alone sustain 
a self-ruled people, it will be found, by woful experience, that our 
happy system of government, the best ever devised for the intelli- 
gent and good, is. the very worst to be' intrusted to the degraded 
and vicious. The great majority will then truly become a many- 
headed monster, to be tamed and led at will. The tremendous 
6* 
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power of sullVage, tike the strength of the eyeless Nazarite, so far 
from being their protection, svLIl leu serve to pull down upon their 
heads the temple their ancestors reared for them. Caballers avid 
demagogues will lhn.1 it an easy task Io delude those who h;ivcs 
del udod themselves ; and (lie freedom of flu; people will finally lie 
buried in tin: grave of their virtues. National greatness may sur- 
vive; splendid talents and brilliant v le to rics may fling their delu- 
sive lustre abroad ; — these (ran illumine the darauess that hangs 
round the throne of a despot, bui their iidit will be like the bale- 
ful flame that hovers over decaying mortality, and tells of the 
corruption that festers beneath. The immortal spirit will have 
gone; and along our shores, and among our hills, — those shores 
made saered by the sepulchre of the pilgrim, those hills hallowed 
by the uueoflined bones of the patriot, — even there, in the ears of 
their degenerate descendants, shall ring the last knell of departed 
Liberty ! 



THE AMERICAN TJ5ION".— E. EtHtet. 

It would be an unprovable consume-iion of i.hne to attempt, to 
point out the innumerable ways in which the I'nienhas auspiciously 
influenced the destinies of the country. Uoul.d any doubt arise on 
this point, it ought to be removed by a glance at the disastrous 
eU'eels of discord among the republics of aiteient Greece; among 
the Italian cities in tin; middle a.ges, or even at the present day, 
when we behold that lovely region, once the garden of Europe and 
the mistress o.f the world, by the sole want of a comprehensive 
nationality, lying at the mercy of foreign foes, and, what is worse, 
of foreign friends ; or at more iIim.ii one of the groups of states 
which have been carved out of the colonial dominions of Spain, in 
the southern portions of this continent. These arc all so many 
warning examples of the disastrous effects of a want of union 
among kindred states; like discordant brothers, in danger of being 
led into fiercer warfare by those very circumstances of common 
language and origin, which, under a well-adjusted central power, 
would form the natural cement of the union. 
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It was the groat happiness of tins American people, that they 

followed the counsels of their patriotic ami thoughtful loaders. In 
the niklsl of a wholesome jealousy in favor of local rights (which 
they carefully secured), an.l in opposition to some strong centrif- 
ugal tendencies, they had the discernment 10 |:ereoivc the advan- 
tages of a common bond, and followed with steadiness that line of 
policy which gave lis our constitution. Xov have this conditions 
of our well-being, as it seems to me. been at all changed in the 
course of seventy-five years. What was matter of prospective 
prudence on the morning of the Revolution, is matter of experi- 
enced wisi.lom now. The same patriotic instinct {if 1 may adhere 
to that language) which brought the men of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, ol'Xew ! foiipshire and Rhode Island, side by side, to 
the summit of Thinker Hill, and mingled their Mood on that day, 
has, at every subsequent period of our national existence, cried out 
not less loudly for the preservation of the Union. 

There is one view of this subject of SO much importance, that I 
oannot forbear to present it more particularly to your considera- 
tion. Among tins groat ideas of the \i<zu, we are authorized ill 
reckoning a- growing sentiment in favor of peace. Ail impression 
is ni'pLestional.'ly gating -trcngth :il the world, that public war is 
no loss I'Cjii'oaelifuI to our Christian civilisation than the private 
wars of the feudal chiefs in the middle ages. The hope of adjust- 
ing national controversies by some system of friendly arbitration 
— a hope which philanthropic minds have distrustfully eh or isheu 
in other periods — litis of late been openly avowed by men of a 
more practical class, by men conversant with (lie policy of the 
world, and fresh from its struggles. The last year witnessed the 
assembling of a pea.ee- convention, of a very imposing character, at 
Paris; a similar cue is iiljout to be held at. I'Yanldbrt-on-f he-Alain. 
Delegates iron: this country are on the way to join it. A congress 
of nations begins to he regarded as a. practicable measure. States- 
men, and orators, and philanthropists., tire flattering themselves 
that the countries of Europe, which have existed as independent 
sovereignties for a thousand years, and have never united in one 
movement since the crusades, may be brought into some COmmu- 



H^d hyGOOglC 



68 SPECIMENS OP 

nity of action for this end. They are calling c 

digesting projects, by which governments the most diverse, — 
empires, kingdom*, and republic*, — inhabited by different races 
of men, — tribes of Slavonian, Teutonic, La tin and mixed descent ; 
speaking diffident, languages, believing different creeds, —Greeks, 
Catholics and Protestants, — men who arc scarcely willing to live 
on the same earth, with each other, or go to the name heaven, can 
yet bo made to agree in some great plan of common umpirage. 
If, while these sanguine projects are pursued, — while we are 
thinking it worth while to compass sea and land in the expectation 
of bringing these janing nationalities into some kind of union, in 
order to put a stop to war ; if, I say. at this juncture, the people 
of those thirty Uniled Status, most of which are of the average size 
of a European kingdom, — destined, if they remain a century 
longer at peace with each other, to equal in numbers the entire 
population of Europe, — states which, drawn together by a general 
identity of descent, language and faith, have not so much formed 
as grown up into a national confederation, — possessing, in its 
central legislature, executive and judiciary, an efficient tribunal 
for the arbitration and decision of public controversies; an actual 
peace congress, clothed with all the powers of a common constitu- 
tion and law, and with a jurisdiction extending (o Ibe individual 
citizen (which this projected congress of nations dees not even hope 
to exercise), — if, while they grasp at this shadow of a congress of 
nations, the people of these states let go of — -nay, break up and 
scatter to the winds — this substantial Union, this real peace 
congress, which for sixty years has kept the country, with all its 
conflicting elements, in a state of prosperity never before equalled 
in the world, — the admiration and the envy of mankind, — they 
will commit a folly for which the language we speak has no name ; 
against which, if we rational beings should fail to protest, the 
dumb stones of yonder monument would immediate]}' cry out in 
condemnation ! 

Friends and fellow-citizens ! we live at an eventful period, 
Mighty changes in human affairs are of daily occurrence, at home 
and abroad. In Europe, the strongest governments are shaken; 
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the pillars of tradition, rooted in the depths of antiquity, are heaved 
from their basis; and that fearful war of 0[.iinion, so long foretold, 
is raging, with various fortune, from Lisbon to Archangel. Have 
you not noticed that, in the midst of the perplexity und dismay, — 
of the visions and the hopes, — ■ of the crisis, the thoughts of men 
have been turned more and more to what has passed and what is 
passing in America t- Tiny are looking anxiously to us for lessons 
of practical freedom, — for the solution of thai, great mystery of 
state, that the strongest government is that which, with the least 
array of force, is deepest seated in the welfare and affections of 
the people. The friends of republican government, in Franco, 
taunted with the impossibility of making snob a government effi- 
cient ard respectable, pnhit to Qui: example as fue sidleioat answer. 

Austria, breaking down benoath the burden of her warring races, 
offers them too late a federal e oust! tut ion modelled on our own; 
and even in England, from which the original elements of our free 
institutions were derived, scarce a debate arises in Parliament, on 
an important question, without reference to tho experience of the 
United States. The constitutional worship of mankind isreversed; 
they turn their faces to the west, Happy for them, happy for us, 
should they behold naught in this country to disappoint the hopes 
of progress, to discourage the friends of freedom, to strengthen the 
arm of the oppressor; and may God grant that those who look to 
us lor guidance and encouragement may be able to transplant the 
germs of constitutional liberty to the ancient gardens of the earth, 
that the clouds which now darken the horizon of Europe may clear 
away, and the long-deferred hopes of the friends of freedom be 
ftdfilled! 

But chiefly let us trust that the principles of our fathers may 
more and more prevail throughout our beloved country. We have 
orected a noble monument, to their memory; but wo shall not have 
performed all our dutv, unless we catch ourselves some portion of 
their spirit. ! that the contemplation of their bright example 
and pure fame might elevate our minds above the selfish passions, 
the fierce contentions, and the dark forebodings, of the day! We 
need the spirit of '75 to guide us -safely amidst the diz/y activities 
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of the times. While our own numbers a 

ainpleu rar.o, Karope is poiiviiiji; in upon us her hundreds of thou- 
sands annually, and new regions are added to our domain, which 
we are obliged to count by degrees of latitude and longitude. In 
the mean time, the most wonderful discoveries of art, and the most 
mysterious powers of nature, i/onibiue to give an almost iearfitl 
increase to the intensity of our c.i'isLenee. Vacuities of unexam- 
pled complication anil ingenuity have been applied lo the whole 
range of human industry. We rush across the land and the sea 
by steam; we correspond by magnetism ; we paint by the solar 
ray; we count the beats of the electric clock at the distance of a 
thousand miles ; — we do all. but annihilate lime and distance ; — 
and, amidst all the new agencies of communication and action, 
the omnipotent press, the great engine of modern progress, not 
.superseded or impaired, but gai hering new power from all tbe arts, 
is daily clothing itself with louder thunders. 

While wc contemplate with admiration, — almost with awe, — 
the mighty influenees winch surround us, and winch demand our 
cooperation and our guidance, lot our hearts overflow with grati- 
tude to the patriots who have handed down to us lids great inherit- 
ance. Let us strive to furnish ourselves, from Ihe storehouse of 
their example, with the principles and virtues which will .strengthen 
us for the performance of an honored part on (.bis illustrious stage. 
Let pure pi.triot.ism add its bond to the bars of iron which arc 
binding the continent together : and, as intelligence shoots with 
the electric spark from ocean to ocean, let public spirit and lovo 
of eeuni it e;;ti;!i front heart to heart ! 



ATTEi'TKffl Till] SOUL OF GESIVA. — O. Dewcg. 

Tin-, favorite idea of a genius among us is of one who never 
studies, or who studies ; moody can toll when, — at midnight, or at, 
odd times and intervals; and now and then strikes out, "at a 
heat," as the phrase is, some wonderful production. " The young 
man," it is often said, ;; has genius eiamgh, if lie would onlv study." 
Now, the truth is, that the genius will study ; it is that in the 
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mind whujh does' study: that is the voiy nature of it. I care not 
to say that it will always use books. All study is not reading, 
any more than all reading is study. 

Attention is die very soul of genius; not the fixed eye. not 
the poring over a boot, hut the fixed thought,. Tt is, in fact, 
an action of the mind which is steadily concentrated upon one 
idea, or one series of ideas, which collects in one point the rays 
of the soul, till they search, penetraie, and fir;; the whole train of 
its thoughts. And while the lire bums within, the outside may 
be, indeed, cold, indifferent, negligent, absent in appearance; ho 
may bean idler, or a wanderer, app.irenlly ivilbout aim or intent; 
but still the lire burns within. And what though "it bursts 
forth," at length, as has been said, "like volcanic fires, with spon- 
taneous, original, native force"? It only shows the intense aetion 
of the elements beneath. What though it breaks forth, like light- 
ning IVom the cloud? The electric lire had been, collecting In the 
firmament through many a silent, elear, and calm day. What 
though the mighf of.' gctiiu;. appears in one dcei-ive blow, struck in 
some moment el' high debate, or at the crisis of a. nation's peril? 
Thai niiglil.y energy, tboiigli it may have heaved ii: the breast of 
Doniostbenes, was on re a feeble, Infant thought. A mother's eye 
wa.fehod oyer its da.wnings. A father's care- guarded its early- 
youth. It soon trod, with youthful sfejis, the halls of learning, and 
found other lathers to wake and to watch for it, even as it finds 
them here. Tt went on ; but silence was upon its path, and the 
deep stragglings of the inward soul silently ministered to it. The 
elements around breathed upon it, and " touched it to finer issues." 
The golden ray of heaven fell upon ii, and ripened Us expanding 
faculties. The slow revolutions of years slowly added to its col- 
lected energies and treasures, till, in its hour of glory, it stood 
forth embodied in the form of living, commanding, irresistible elo- 
quence. The world wonders at the manifestation, and says, 
"Strange, strange that it. should eome thus unsought, unpremedi- 
tated, unprepared ! " But. the truth is, there is no more a miracle 
in it than there is in the towering of the preeminent forest-tree, 
or in the flowing of the mighty and irresistible river, or in the 
wealth and waving of the boundless harvest. 
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THE SOUTH AND THE UNION. — A. 1'. Butler. 

Tut. as has been much said about I he feeling ofa portion of this 
Union, as being ready to dissolve it. I am not to bo terrified or 
controlled by any imputations of ihat hind. This Union lias its 
uses, just according to the use Ihat is made of.il.. It may bf! used 
as a great trust lo eltecl (lie greatest ends, that, lime, ever committed 
to human institutions ; ami it is in the power of patriots and states- 
men to mate it subserve these ends. But when it shail be made 
a mere instrument of parted legislation, ami In pander to the views 
anil ends of h yp:/et'iti;:a! dem-gogues, it will (ease to be ati object. of 
veneration, unless its worshippers shall be like i lioso of Ju^evnaut. 
who regard it as a pious service to prostrate themselves and be 
crushed by the wheels of his tar. I believe lam one of its real 
friends, and the charge of criminal design upon its duration comes 
with an ill grace .from those who have adhered to selfish and unjust 
purposes. 

Those who have introduced here the doctrines which we are 
called upon to optest.ion have no right to measure the extent of my 
opposition. What that measure will be I do not know. I am 
willing to aeeede to any peaceful constitutional measure which will 
tend to preserve the Union itself; these means may be too long 
disregarded; there is a limit. I am astonished when I hear the 
language somelhncs used by the representatives from the "old 
thirteen," — ■from Massachusetts, Connect lent, llhode Island, ,\ew 
York, and New Jersey, —making war upon their brethren of the 
southern sections of the Union, which seems lo me hut the policy 
that results in their own suicide. They give way to these wild, 
fanatical suggestions of policy, in disregard of these admonitions 
which should address themselves to them from their past history, 
as well as in view of their future destiny. They are waging a war 
tniaiust their interest, under the hrihumee of iec.higs which were 
inculcated by their ancestors, ami sowing the seeds of disunion. 

I have said what. T. designed to say at this time ; but with it I 
would, if I dared, make a suggestion to the administration, which 
has now, in a measure, the control of the destinies of this country; 
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and it would be that lliey should not usiKM-iui-isil: uoon ll;c disaffec- 
tion which nx.;=-.i=j. in one portion of this Union. I know, sir, it ia 
deeper, far deeper, than has over been exhibited oti this floor. I 
fear it lias been too much disguised. And it is not confined to 
South Carolina, as some seem to consider. Some would bo glad to 
sou her isolated from others, and thereby ma Jo an easier victim. 
The jjeoj.le of other Beulheni States are sjn.vi.kin;.>; out ; and, if 
events are not arrested, there will be but one voice, and that voice 
will come from die mass of the people. The press and politicians 
cannot much longer delude them. What, state may lie the first to 
be involved in measures of resistance, I knew not. Heath Carolina 
has sometimes cried out as a sentinel. But. there are others having 
greater interests at stake, and which will be put, ultimately in great 
danger. They will look to their security and interests, and all 
will move as one man. It is for those who have the destinies of 
this nation in their hands to say how far thev will respect the feel- 
ings of the South. 



IGNORANCE A CRIME IN A REPUBLIC. — H. Mann. 

In all the dungeons of the Old World, where the strong eha:n- 
pions of freedom are now pining in captivity beneath Ike remorse- 
less power of the tyrant, the morning sun does net send a glimmer- 
ing ray into their cells, nor does night draw a thicker veil of 
darkness between them and the world, but the lone prisoner lifts 
his iron-laden arms to heaven in, prayer, that we, the depositaries 
of freedom, and of human hopes, may bo faithful to our sacred 
trust; — while, on the other hand, the pensioned advocates of des- 
potism stand, with listening ear, to eateli the first sound of lawless 
violence that is wafted from our shores, to note the first breach of 
faith or act of perfidy amongst us, and to convert them into argu- 
ments against liberty and the rights of man. 

The experience of the ages tint are past, the hopes of the ages 
that arc vol to come, unite their voices in an appeal to lis; — they 
implore us to think ir.oro of ike character of our people than of its 
; to look upon our vast natural resources, not as tempters 
7 
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to ostentation and pride, but as a means to be converted, by the 
ru'imng alel-terny of education, inlo mental and spiritual treasures; 
they supplicate us to seel; for whatever complacency or se'.f-safis- 
faetion we are disposed to indulge, not in the extent of our terri- 
tory, or in the products of our soil, but in the expansion and 
perpetuation of the means ofhuinuii happiness; t':u:y beseech us to 
exchange the Ir.i.y.mies of sense for the joys of charity, and thus 
give to the world the (Simple of a nalion ivhose wisdom increases 
with its prosperity, and whose virtues are copra] to its power. For 
those ends they enjoin upon us a more earnest, a more universal, 
a more religious devotion to our exertions and resources, to the 
culture of the youthful mind and heart of the nation. Their 
gathered voices assert the eternal truth, that, in a republic, igno- 
rance is a crime ; and that private immorality is not less an oppro- 
brium to the state than it is guilt in the perpetrator. 



OBEDIENCTi TO Tlin CONSTITUTION. — &'. A. Douglass. 
Our forefathers held that the people bad an inherent right, to 
establish such eons li In lion and laws, for the government of them- 
selves and their posterity, as they sin mid deem best calculated to 
insure the protection of life, liberty, and the pursuit, of happiness ; 
and that the same might be altered and changed, as experience 
should satisfy them to be necessary and proper. Upon this prin- 
ciple the constitution of the United States was formed, and our 
glorious Union established. All acts of Congress passed in pursu- 
ance of the constitution arc declared to be the supreme laws of the 
land, and 'the Supreme Court of the Untied States is charged with 
expounding the same, All officers and magistrates, under the 
federal and stale governments, — ■executive, legislative, judicial, 
and ministerial, — are required to take an oath to support the con- 
stitution, before they can enter upon the performance of their 
respective duties. Every person born under the constitution owes 
allegiance to it ; and every naturalized citizen takes an oath, to 
support it. Fidelity to (lie constitution is the only passport to the 
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enjoyment of rights under it. When a senator elcit presents his 
credentials, he is not allowed to take his seat until he places his 
band upon the holy evangelist, find appeals to his God for the 
sincerity of h*.s vow to support the constitution. Ho who does 
this with a menial reservation, or saerot intention to disregard any 
provision of the constitution, commits ii double crime — is morally 
guilty of perfidy to his God, and treason to Ins country! 

If the constitution of the United States Is to bo repudiated upon 
the ground that it is repugnant to t.lic divine law, where are the 
Mends of freedom and Christianity to luol." for another and a bet- 
ter? Who is to be tbe prophet to reveal ihc "'ill of God, and 
establish a iheocraey lor us? 

I will not venture to inquire ivhal, ;;.i'o to be the furm and prin- 
ciples of t.lie new government, or to whom is lo be intrusted the 
execution of itid sacred functions: for, when we decide that the 
wisdom of our 1.1 evolutionary lathers was foolishness, and their 
j.iiety wickedness, and destroy the only system of set l-government 
that has ever realized the hopes of the friends of freedom and 
commanded Ihc respect, of mankind, it becomes us to wait patiently 
until the purpose-, of the Latter Hay Saints shall be revealed 
unto, us, 

For my pari, I. am prepared to maintain aval preserve inviolate 
the constitution as it is, with all iis compromises ; to stand or fall 
by the Ameriea?i Union, dinghy wkh tbe teuati'.y of life to all its 
ss of the past, and precious hopes of the future. 



THE HEROISM 01' THE PILGHIMS. — R. Ck>4lc. 

I k one were called on to saleef ;:iie m;i-;t glittering i;f tbe instances 
of military heroism to whidi the admiration of the world has been 
most constantly attracted, be would ni;;ke choice, [ imagine, of the 
instance of that desperate valor, in which, hi obedience to the laws, 
Leonidns and his. three hundred Spartans easl themselves headlong, 
at the passes of Greece, on the myriads of their Persian invaders. 
From the simple page of Herodotus, longer than from the Am- 
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phyctionie m.ini.imont, or the games of the commemoration, that 
act spanks still to I lie tears ami praise of all the world. 

Judge if, ihat night, an they watched the dawn of the last, morn- 
ing their' eyes could over see ; ;ts they heard with every passing 
hour the stilly hum of the invading host, his dusky lines stretched 
out without end, and now almost enemling them around ; as they 
remembered their unpro failed home, city of homos iind of the 
mother of heroes, — judge if, watching there, in the gateway of 
I i recce, this seiilhueni did not grow lo the nalure of mildness, if it 
did not run in torrents of literal fire to avid from Ihe laboring 
heart; and when morning came and pi^ed, and they had dressed 
their long locks for battle, and when, at a little after noon, the 
countless invading throng was seen at last lo move, was it not with 
a rapture, as if all the joy, all the sensation of life, was hi that one 
moment, that they cant themselves, with the fierce gladness of 
mountain torrents, headlong en that brief revelry of glory ? 

1 acknowledge Ihe splendor of that transaction in all its aspects. 
I admit its morality, too, and its useful influence on every Oreeian 
heart, in that greatest crisis of Greece. 

And yet, do you not think that whoso could, by adequate 
description, bring before you that winter of the Pilgrims, — its 
brief sunshine; the nights of storm, slow waning; the damp and 
icy breath, felt to the pillow of the dying ; its destitutions, its 
contrasts with ali their former experience in li'e, its utter insula- 
tion and loneliness, its death-beds and burials, its memories, its 
apprehensions, its hopes; the consultations of the prudent; the 
prayers of the pious; the occasional cheerful hymn, in which the 
Strong heart threw off its burden, and, asserting its un vanquished 
nature, went up, like a hird of dawn, to the skies ; — do ye not 
think that whoso could describe them calmly watting in that def'e, 
lonelier and darker than Thcnnnpyhe, lor a morning lliat might 
never dawn, or might show them, when it did, a mightier arm than 
the Persian raised as in act io strike, would he not. sketch a scene 
of more difficult and rarer heroism ? A scene, as Wordsworth has 
said, " melancholy, yea. dismal, yet consolatory and full of joy; ,! 
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a scene even batter fitted to succor, to csalt, to lead the forlorn 
hopes of all great causes, till, time shall be no more I 

I hare said that I deemed it a great thins ''<■'' * nation, in all 
the periods of its fortunes, to be able to look back to a race of 

founders, and a principle of institution, in which it might ration- 
idly admire the realized Idea of true heroism. Thai, felicity, that. 
pride, that help, is ours. Our past, with its great eras, that of 
settlement, and that of independence, should announce, should 
compel, should spout aneyudy evolve as from a genu, a wise, moral, 
and glowing future. Those heroic men and women should not 
look down on a dwindled posterity. That broad foundation, sunk 
below frost oi e;irtln[ua!;e, should hern- up something mora perma- 
nent than an encampment of tents, pitched at random, and struck 
when the trumpet of march sounds at next daybreak. It should 
bear up, as by a natural gvov. ih. a structure in which generations 
may conic, one after another, to the great gift, of the social life, 



THE DUATTI OF O'COSSEIL. — W. H. Seward. 

TtiEJ'.i: Is sad now? ['rem Genoa. An aged and weary pilgrim, 
who can travel no further, passes beneath the gate of one of her 
ancient palaces, saying, with pious resignation, as he enters its 
silent chambers, " Well, it is God's will that I shall never sco 
Borne. I am disappointed. But I am ready to die. It is all 
right," The superb though fading queen of the Mediterranean 
holds anxious watch, through ten long days, over that majestic 
stranger's wasting frame. And now death is there — the Liberator 
of Ireland has sunk to rest in the cradle of Columbus. 

Coincidence beautiful and most sublime ! ■ It was the very day 
set apart by the elder daughter of the Church Cor prayer and sac- 
rifice throughout the world, for the children of the sacred island, 
pel-idling by famine ;md pestilence in their homes and in (heir 
native fields, and on their crowded pnlhrs of exile, on the sea and 
in the havens, and on the lakes, and along the rivers of this far 
distant land. The chimes rung out by pity for his countrymen 
7* 
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were 'Connelly lifting knell ; his soul went forth on clouds of 
incense that rose from altars of (Jhriwiyn charity; and the mourn- 
ful anthems which roe; toil the faith, and the virtue, and the endur- 
aneo of Ireland, wore his becoming rc-piicm. 

It is a holy sight to sco the obsequies of a soldier, not only of 
civil liberty, but of the liberty of conscience ; of a soldier, not 
only of freedom, but of the cross of Christ ; of ft benefactor, not 
merely of a race of people, but of mankind. The vault lighted by 
is the temple within which the giv.u so! enmities 
.e nations of the earth are ii.ourners ; and the 
spirits of the just made perfect, descending from their golden 
thrones on high, break forth into songs. 

Behold, now, a nation that needol.h not to speak i-.s melancholy 
precedence. The lament of Ireland comes forth from palaces 
deserted, and from shrines 1 restored ; from Bay no's dark water, 
witness of her desolation, and from Tare's lofty hill, ever echoing 
her renown. But louder and deeper yet thai, wailing conies from 
the lonely huts on nieiintaia and on moor, whore the people of the 
greenest island of all the seas arc expiring in the midst of insuf- 
ficient though world-wide charities. Well, indeed, may they 
deplore O'Oonnell; for they were his children, and he bora them 



DESTINY (>!■ A.1IKJUCA. — /. Stiry. 
What is to be the destiny of this republic ? In proposing (Ids 
question, I drop all thought of Sov; England. She has bound 
herself to the fate of the Union. May she be true to it, now and 
forever ; true to it, because true to herself, true to her own prin- 
ciples, true to the cause of religion and liberty throughout the 
world. I speak, then, of our common country ; of that blessed 
mother that has nursed us in her lap, and led us up to manhood. 
What is her destiny ? Whither does the iinger of fate point ? Is 
the career on which we have entered to be bright with ages of 
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onward and upward glory? Or is our doom already recorded in 
the past- history of the earth, in the past kr-sons of l.lic decline and 
fall of other republics ? 

I would not willingly cloud the pleasures of sueh a day, even 
with a transient shade. I would not that a single care should flit 
across the polished brow of Hope, if considerations of tho highest 
moment did not, demand our thoughts, ;md give us i-oimsel of our 
duties. Who, indeed, can look around him upon the attractions 
of this scene, upon the luce;! of the happy and tho free, tho smiles 
of youthful beauty, the graces of matron virtue, the strong intellect 
of manhood, and the dignity of ages, and hail these as ibe accom- 
paniments of pe^ee and independence ; — who can look around him 
and not at the same time feel that cha.nge is written on all tho 
works of man, — that the breath of a tyrant, or the fury of a cor- 
rupt populace, may destroy in one hour what centuries have slowly 



The Old World has a! ready revealed to us, in its unsealed books, 
the beginning and end of all its own marvellous struggles in the 
cause of liberty. Greece, lovely Greece, "the land of scholars 
and the nurse of arms," where sister republic; in fair possessions 
chanted the praises of liberty and the gods, — where, and what is 
she? For two thousand years the oppressor has bound her to the 
earth. Her arts arc no more. The last, sad relies of her temples 
are but the Itarrai :■!;■■; of a, rnl.hlc.:s soldiery; tho fragments of her 
columns and her palaces arc in the dust, yet beautiful in ruin, 
She fell not when the mighty were upon her. Her sons were 
united at Thermopylae and Marathon, and tho tide of her triumph 
rolled back upon the Hellespont. She was conquered by her own 
factions. She fell by the hands of her own people. The man of 
Macedonia did not the work of destruction. It was already done, 
by her own corruptions, banishments, and dissensions. Home, 
republican Rome, whoso eagles gbneod in the rising and setting 
sun, — where and what is she? Tho eternal city yet remains, 
proud even in liar desolation, noble in her decline, venerable in the 
tnajesty of religion, and calm as in the composure of death! 

And v/Lecc are ike republics of luedern fina."., which clustered 
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round immortal Italy? Venice and Genoa, exist but in name. 
The Alps, indeed, look down upon (lie breve and peaceful Jiwiss in 
tlioir mitivc fi'isl-uc-sscs ; but die- guarantee of their freedom is in 
their weakness, and not in their strength. The mountains are not 
easily crossed, and the valleys are not, easily retained. When the 
invader comes, he moves lite an avalanche, carrying destruction in 
liis path. 

We stand the latest, anil, If we fail, probably tins last experi- 
ment of self-government by the people. We have begun it under 
circumstances of the most auspicious nature. Wc aro in the vigor 
of youth. Our growth has never been checked by the oppressions 
of tyranny. Our constitutions have never been enfeebled by the 
vices or luxuries of the Old World. 3ueh as we are, we have 
been from the beginning, — simple, hardy, inte'ligout, accustomed 
to self-go vorrnneut and sell-respect. The A.ilaatio rolls between 
us and any formidable foe. Within our own territory, stretching 
through many degrees of latitude and longitude, we have the choice 
of many products, and many means of independence. Tho gov- 
ernment is mild. The press is free. Ecligion is free. Knowl- 
edge readies, or raay reach, every home. What fairer prospect 
of success could be presented? What means more adequate to 
accomplish the sublime end ? What more is necessary than for 
the people to preserve what they themselves have created? 

Already has i.lu- aire en light the spirit of our institutions. It 
has already ascended the Andes, and snuffed the breezes of both 
oceans. It has infused itself into the life-blood of Europe, and 
wanned the sunny plains of France, and the low lands of Holland. 
It has touched the philosophy of Germany and the north; and, 
moving coward to the .south, has opened to Greece the lessons of 
her bettor days. 

Can it bo that America, under such circumstances, can betray 
herself? That she is to be added to the catalogue of republics, 
the inscription upon whose ruins is, " They were, but they are 
not " ? Forbid it, my countrymen '. forbid it, Heaven ! 

i call upon you. fathers, by the shad.es of your ancestors, by the 
dear ashes which repose in this precious soil, by all you arc and 



H 03 tcd by Google 



ELOQUENCE. 81 

(ill ymi hope io be, — i-r.-HiHt every object of disunion ; resist every 
encroachment upon your liberties; resist every sit tempi, to fetter 
your consciences, or smother yonr public ;-:.:liooIs, or extinguish 
your system of public instruction. 

I call upon you, mother", by that which never mils in woman — 
the love of yourolfspring; tench thorn, as. they eliuth jour knees, or 
lean on your bosoms, the blessing of liberty, Swear l.licm at the 
altar, as with their baptismal vows, to be true to their country, 
and never to forget or forsake her. 

I call upon yon, yomi;' men, to remember whose s-.ms you are — 
whose inheritance you possess. Life can never be too short, whieh 
brings, nothing but disgrace and oppression. Death never comes 
too soon, if neces^-iiT in delenee of the liberties of youv country, 

I call upon you, old men, for your counsels, and yonr prayers. 
and your benedictions. May not your gray hairs go down in 
sorrow to the grave witli the recollection that you have lived in 
vain ! May not your last sun sink in the west upon a nation of 
slaves ! 

No! Iread In ihe destiny of ray country f.;r better hope.-, far 
brighter vision;]. We who are now assembled here must soon be 
gathered to the congregation of other days. The time of our 
departure is at hand, to make way for our children upon the 
theatre of life. May Cod speed them and theirs ! /May he who, 
at the distance of an other century, shall stand here to celebrate 
this day, still look round upon a free, hippy and virtuous people! 
May ho have reason to exult as we do ! May he, with all the 
enthusiasm of trulh as well as of poetry, exclaim that here Is still 
his country ! 



HUTU'S OF AMERICANS. — G. S. Raiard. 

Wii may betray the trust reposed in us — we may most miser- 
ably defeat the fond hope* enlcrlained of us. We may become 
the scorn of tyrants and ihe jest of slaves. From our fate, oppres- 
sion may assume a. bolder front, of insolence, and its victims sink 
Into a darker despair. 
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Tii ihat event, how unspeakable will In: mil' disgrace ! with what 
weigh I ol' mortmains will the infamy He upon our souls! The 
gulf of our ruin wi]l be as deep, as the elevation we might, have 
attained is high. TTow v. ill (hou [all from hea.veu, Lucifer, son 
of the morning ! Our beloved country with allies for beauty ; tiie 
golden cord of oar union broken ; iis scattered fragments present- 
ing every form of misrule, from (he w!ldo:-t anarehy to the most 
ruthless despotism'; our "soil drenched with fralerual blood;" 
the life of man stripped of its grace and dignity; 1'ie prizes of 
honor gone, and virtue divorced from half its encouragements and 
supports ; — these are gloomy pictures, which I. would not incite 
your imaginations to dwell upon, but only to glance at, for the 
sake of 1.1 ic warning lessons we may draw from ilii.-in. 

lie m ember that we can have none of those consolations which 
sustain the pal.noi who mourns over the vm-dosmed niisl.brtuncs of 
his country. Our Rome eannot fill, and we be innocent. No 
coni|uoror will ehjdn us to the ear of his triumph ; no countless 
swarm of Huns and Go! lis will bury I be memorials and trophies 
of civilized life beneath a living tide of barbarism. Our own sel- 
fishness, our own neglect, our own pafflions, and our own vices, 
will furnish the elements of our destruction. With our own hands 
we shall tear down (.lie stalely edifice of our glory. We shall die 
by self-inflicted wounds. 

But we will, not talk of theme:-; like those. We will not think 
of failure, dishonor and despair. We will elevate our minds to 
the contemplation of out high duties, a.nd the great I nisi commit- 
ted to us. We will re-olve to lay the louedations of our prosperity 
on that rock- of private virtue which cannot, bo shaken until the 
laws of the moral world are reversed, b'romoiir own breasts shall 
flow the salient springs of national increase. Then our success, 
our happiness, om: glory, Is inevitable. We may calmly smile at 
all the croakings of all the ravens, whether of native or foreign 
breed. 

The whole will not grow weak by the increase of lis parts. Our 
growth will bo like that of the mountain oak, which strikes its 
roots more deeply into the soil, and clings to il with a closer crasp, 
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as its lofty head is exalted and its broad arms -'.retehed out. ' The 
loud buret of joy and gratitude whieh ifiis, the anniversary of our 
Independence, i.=i breaking from the full hearts of a mighty people, 
will never cease to bo heard. No chasms of sullen silence will 
inicrni.pl its course; no disuordanl: notes of sectional madness niav 
the general harmony. Year after year will increase It, by tributes 
from now unpeopled solitudes. The farthest West shall tear it 
and rejoice ; the Oregon shall swell it with the voice of its waters ; 
the Kocky Mountains shall fling back the glad sound from their 
snowy crests. 



OUR COUNTRY'S OltTGTK" —1). Websta: 
Oun lathers came hither to a land from which they were never 
to return. Hither they had brought., and here they were to fix, 
-their hopes, their attachments, and their objects. Some natural 
tears they shed, as they left the pleasant abodes of their tethers; 
and some emotions they sunn eesiCil, when the white cliffs of their 
native country, now seen for the last time, grew dim to their sight. 
A new existence awaited them here; and when they saw (hose 
shores, rough, cold, barbarous and barren, as (lien (hoy were, they 
beheld their country. Before they reached the shore they had 
established the elements of a, social, system, and at a much earlier 
period had settled their forms of religious worship. At the 
moment of (heir lauding, therefore, they possessed insiilulions 
of government and institution-! of religion. The morning that 
beamed on the first night of their repose saw the Pilgrims already 
established in their country. There wore political institutions, 
and civil liberty, and religions worship. Poetry has fancied noth- 
ing in the wanderings of heroes so distinct and oha racier: si ie. 
Here was man indeed unprotected, and unprovided for, on the 
shore of a rude and fearful wilderness: but ii was politic, intelli- 
gent and educated man. livery thing' was civilized but the physical 
world. Institutions containing in subjtaucoah that r.ges had done 
for human government were established in a forest. Cultivated 
mind was to act on uncultivated nature; and, more tlian allj a 
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government and a country were to' commence with the very first 
foundations laid under the divine light of the Christian religion, 
Happy auspices of si happy futurity ! Who would wish that his 
country's existence had otherwise begun ? Who would desire the 
power of going back to the ages of fable? Who would wish for 
an origin obscured in the darkness of antiquity? Who would 
wish, for other emblazoning of his country's heraldry, or other 
ornaments of her genealogy, than to be able to say that her first 
existence wan with intelligence, her first breath the inspirations 
of liberty, her first principle the iruth of divine religion? 



ACGiOtl.TUHB. — D. S. Dick 



Wn have the bigli authority of history, snored and profane, for 
declaring that, agricullnre is a. dignified and time-honored calling 
— ordained and layered of Heaven, and sanol'uned by experience ; 
and we are invited to its pursuit by the rewards of the past and 
the present, and the rich promises of the future. While the fierce 
spirit of war, with its embattled legions, has, in its proud triumphs, 
■" wliclmed nations in blood and wrapped cities in fire," and filled 
the land with biinoulation and mcuruing, it. has not brought peace 
or happiness 10 it single hearth, dried the tears of the widows or 
hushed the cries of the orphans it. lias made, bound up or seethed 
one crushed or broken spirit, nor (lightened the joys of domestic 
or social life in a single bosom. But how many dark recesses of 
the earth has agriculture illumined with its bles.-..'.ngs ! How many 
firesides bus i! lighted up with radiant gladness ! How many 
hearts lias it. made buoyant with domestic hope ! How often, like 
the good Samaritan, ba.s it. alkviated want, and misery, while the 
priest and Levite of power have passed by on the other side! 
How many family altars, and gathering places of affection, has it 
erected ! How many desolate homes has it cheered by its consola- 
tions ! How have its peaceful and gentle influences filled the land 
with pleuteousness and riches, and made it vocal with praise and 
thanksgiving ! 
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Tl. lias pleased the benevolent. Author of our existence to set in 
boundless profusion before us the necessary elements for a high 
state of cultivation and enjoyment, Blessings duster around us 
like fruits of the- land of promise, and science unfolds her treasures 
and invites us to partake, literally without money and without 
price. The propensities of our nature, as well as the philosophy 
of our being, serve to remind us that nimi was formed for care and 
labor, for the acquisition and enjoyment of property, for society 
and government, to wrestle with the elements ,'iroiind him; and 
that, by an active excrete of hi* powers :md (acuities alone, can he 
answer the ends of his creation, or exhibit IiIh exalted attributes. 
His daily wants, in all conditions of life, prompt him to exertion; 
and the spirit of acquisition, so deeply implanted in the human 
breast, — that " ruling passion strong in death," so universally dif- 
fu.sed through the whole family of man, — is the parent of that 
laudable enterprise which hr.s caused the wilderness to bud and 
blossom like the rose, planted domestic enjoyments in the lair of 
the beast of prey, ami trans (brmed the earth from an uncultivated 
wild into one vast storehouse of subsistence and enjoyment. What 
can be more acceptable to the patriot or the philanthropist, than 
to behold the great mass of mankind raised above the degrading 
influences of tyranny atsd indolence, to the rational enjoyment of 
the bounties of their Creator ? To see, in the productions of man's 
magic powers, the cultivated country, the fragrant meadow, the 
waving harvest, the smiling garden, and the tasteful dwelling, and 
himself, chastened by the precepts of religion and elevated by the 
refinements of science, partaking of the fruits of his own industry, 
with the proud consciousness that be eats not the bread of idleness 
or fraud ; that his gains arc not met with the tears of misfortune, 
nor wrung from his follow by the devices of avarice or extortion ; 
his joys heightened, his sorrows alleviated, and his heart rectified, 
by the cheering voice and heaven- ben influences of woman. Well 
may he sit down under his own vine and fig-tree without fear of 
molestation, and bis nightly repose be more quiet than that of the 
stately monarch of the east upon his down of cygnets, or the volup- 
tuous Sybarite upon his bed of roses. 



H 03 tcd by Google 



SriXIMKNS OF 



SECTIONAL SEItViCES IX THE LAST WAR. — C. Oiuhing. 

The gent] em ;iii from South ('ai-olinsi tiuuds us with couuiing the 
cost of that war in which the liberties and hour,]' of llio country, 
anil the interests of tin; North, ns he asserts, were forced to go else- 
where for their defence. Will he sit down with uie and count the 
cost now? Will he reckon up how much of treasure; die State of 
South Carolina expended in that war, and how much t.li<! State of 
Massachusetts 1 — how ranch, of the blood of either state was 
poured out on sea or land ? I challenge the gentleman to the lest 
of patriotism, which the army roll, the navy lists, and the treasury 
books, afford. Sir, they who revile us lor our opposition to the last 
war have looked only to flic surlaec of tilings. They little know 
the extremities of sul]^:'it!^ which I ho people of Massachusetts bore 
at that period, out of attachment to the Union, — their families 
bewared, their fathers aud sous bleeding in camps, or pining in 
foreign prisons. They forget that not a field was marshalled, on 
this side of the mountain*, in which the men of Massachusetts did 
not piay their part as became their sires, and their " blood fetched 
from mettle of war proof." They buttled and bled, wherever 
battle was fought or Hood drawn. 

.Nor only by land. I ask the gentleman, who fought your naval 
battles in tins last war ! Who led you on to victory after victory, 
on the ocean and the hikes? Whose was the triumphant prowess 
before which the red cress of England paled with unwonted 
shames V Wen; they not men of New England ? Were these not 
foremost in those maritime encounters winch humbled the pride 
and power of Great Britain ? I appeal to my eollo/ig'iic before mo 
from our common county of brave old Essex, — I appeal to my 
respected colleagues from the shores of the Old Colony. Was 
there a village or a hamlet on .Massachusetts Iky which, did not 
gather its hardy seamen to man the gun-decks of your ships of 
war ? Did they not rally to the battle, as men flock to a feast ? 

I beseech the House to pardon mo, if I may have kindled, on 
tins subject, into seme' hi ng of unseemly a.rdoi'. .L cannot sit tamely 
by, in humble acquiescent silence, when re'leetions, which I know 
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to be unjust, are cast on the faith and honor of Massachusetts. 
Had I suffered them to pass without admonition, I should have 
deemed that the disembodied spirits of her departed ehildrcn, from 
their ashes mingled with the dust of every stricken field of the 
Revolution, — from their bones mouldering to the consecrated 
earth of Bunker's Hill, of Saratoga, of Monmouth, — would start 
up In visible shape before me, to cry shame on me, their reercant 
country man ! Sir, I have roamed through the world, to find hearts 
nowhere warmer than hers, soldiers nowhere braver, patriots 
nowhere purer, wives and mothers nowhere truer, maidens 
nowhere lovelier, green valley!' and bright rivers nowhere greener 
or brighter; and I will not be silent, wlicn I hear- her patriotism 
or her truth questioned with so much as a whisper of detraction. 
Living, I will defend her ; dying, I would pause, in my last expir- 
ing breath, to utter a prayer of fond remembrance for my native 
New England ! 

AN APPEAL FOR UNION. — /. M. Bttrim. 

I bo not limit, myappeal to Southern senators : I address myself 
to senators from whatever quarter of the Union ; I appeal to them 
as American senators, and I adjure them, by their recollections of 
the past, by their hopes of the future, as they value the free Insti- 
tutions which the mercy of Providence permits us to enjoy, — by 
all these considerations, T entreat them to unite with us in exclud- 
ing from the national councils this demon of discord. The acqui- 
sition of territory which it is proposed to accomplish by this bill 
must bring upon us, with accumulated force, a question which oven 
now monaces the permanence of our Union. I know the firmness 
of your determination to exert your constitutional powers to pre- 
vent the extension of our domestic institutions. I know the 
various considerations which unite to constitute that determination, 
and to give to it its unyielding, irrevocable character. I do not 
mean to discuss this question with you, still loss to speak in the 
language of menace. That is alike forbidden by my respect for 
myself, for you, and for the dignity and the interests of my oon- 
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stitueuts; but I entreat you to listen to truth, dispassionately, 
calmly announced to you. 

Tour determination to deny this right to the South is not more 
used and unwavering than theirs to assert it. You do not believe 
that Sou thorn men will silently acquiesce in, will tamely submit 
to, the denial to them of that which in their deliberate judgment 
is the common right of all the poodle of the United States. If wc 
have aright to acquire territory, —if that acquisition be made by 
the common effort of all the states, by the blood and treasure of 
all, — if all have a common right to share what all have united to 
acquire, then the exclusion of the South must result in one of two 
things. They must give ai» unexampled manifestation of their 
devotion to the bond of our Inderal 'Union, by submitting to this 
exclusion, or sadly though resolutely dote rii line, at whatever haz- 
ard, and even against you their brothers in that sacred bond, to 
assert and maintain their rights. You know them well enough to 
know which of those alternatives they will adopt. I do most 
earnestly hope thai, wo may never be brought to so fearful a crisis. 
The danger menaces us even now ; but the patriotism and intel- 
ligence of the American people will, I trust, avert it, — will teach 
us, and will teach you, that our safety, that your safety, that the 
common safely of all alike, forbid the acquisition of territory, if wq 
would continue to enjoy the precious legacy which has been trans- 
mitted to us, — a rich, almost boundless domain, capable of minis- 
tering to all our wants, of gratifying all cor desires, and a glorious 
constitution, which a world in arms would vainly assail while wo 
rally round it in our united strength. 



UNION LINKKD WITH LIBERTY. — J. Jackson. 
WiTnoui union, our independence and liberty would never 
have been achieved ; without union, they cau never bo maintained. 
Divided into twenty- four, or even a smaller number of separate 
communities, we shall see our Internal trade burdened with num- 
berless restraints and exauions; conn mm bit ion between distant 
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points and sections obstructed, or cut off; our sons made soldiers, 
to deluge witli blood the fields they now till in peace ; the mass of 
our people borne down and impoverished by tuxes to support 
armies and navies; and military leaders, at the Lead of their vic- 
torious legions, becoming our lawgivers and judges. The loss of 
liberty, of all good government, of peace, plenty and happiness, 
must inevitably follow a dissolution of the Union. In supporting 
it, therefore, wc support all that is dear to the freeman and the 
philanthropist. 

The time at which I stand before you is full of interest. The 
eyes of all nations are fixed on our republic. The event of the 
existing crisis will be decisive, in the opinion of mankind, of the 
practicability f our federal ^-stem of government. Great is the 
stake placed in our hands ; great is the responsibility which must 
rest upon the people of the United States. Let us realize the 
importance of the attitude in which we stand before the world. 
Let us exercise forbearance and firmness. Let us extricate our 
country from the dangers which surround it, and learn wisdom 
from the lessons they inculcate. Deeply hnmissed with the truth 
of these observations, and under the obligation of that solemn oath 
which I am about to take, I shall continue to exert all my facul- 
ties to maintain the just powers of the constitution, and to trans- 
mit unimpaired to posterity the blessings of our Federal Union. 

At the same time, it will be my aim to inculcate, by my official 
acts, the necessity of exercising, by the general government, those 
powers only that are clearly delegated; to encourage simplicity 
and economy in tho expenditures of the government; to raise no 
more money from the people than may be requisite for these 
objects, and in a manner that will best promote the interests of all 
classes of the community, and of all portions of the Union. Con- 
stantly bearing hi mind that. In entering into society. " individuals 
must give up a share of liberty to preserve the rest," it will be my 
desire so to discharge my duties es to foster with our brethren, in 
all parts of the country, a spirit of liberal, concession mid compro- 
mise; and, by reconciling cur fellow- citizens to those' partial sacri- 
fices which they must unavoidably make, for the preservation of a 
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ereaior good, to rceominoud our invaluable government and Union 
to tho confidence ami afl'eetions of the American people. Finally, 
it is my most fervent prayer to that Almighty Being before whom 
I now stand, and who has kept us in bid hands from tho infancy 
of our republic to tho present tiny, that he will so overrule all my 
5 mentions and actions, and inspire the heart-; of my fellov,-oiti/eus, 
that we may be preserved from dimmers of all kinds, and eomurue 
iorever a united and happy people. 



Sink or swim. Jive or die, survive or perish, 1 give my hand 
and my heart to this vote ! It is true, indeed, that in the begin- 
ning we aimed not at Independence. But there is a divinity which 
shapes our ends. The injusiiee of Knglaud has driven us to arms; 
and, Minded to her own interest for our goon 1 , she bus obstinately 
persisted, till independence is now within our grasp. We have 
but to reach forth to it, and it is ours. Why, then, should we 
defer the declaration? Is any man so weak as now to hope for a 
reconciliation with England, which, shall leave either safety to tho 
country and its liberties, or safely to li.is own lile, and his own 
honor? Are not you, sir, who sit in that chair, — is not he, our 
venerable colleague near you, — are not both already Ike proscribed 
and predestined objects of punishment and of vengeance? Gut off 
from all. hope of royal clemency, what are you, what can you he, 
while the power of England remains bul. outlaws ? 

If we postpone independence, do wo mean to carry on, or give 
up, the war? Do wc mean to submit to the measures of Parlia- 
ment, Boston port-bill and all? Do we mean to submit, and 
consc.it that we ourselves shall be ground to powder, and our 
country and its rights trodden down in tho dust ? I know we do 
not mean to submit. We never shall submit. Do we intend to 
violate that most solemn obligation ever eiii.ere:! into by men, — 
(hat plighting, before God, of our sacred honor to Washington, 
when, putting him forth to incur the dangers of war, as well as 
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tlie political haKimls of the times, we promised lo adhere to him, 
In every cdreinii y : with our fortune.-: a.ud our lives ? 

I know there is not a mnn here who would not rather we a 
general conflagration sw<'-'p over tin- bun!, or an e;irr.!ii[Ti;i!;ii sink it, 
than one jot or tittle of that plighted laith 611 to tho ground, 
For myself, haying, twelve months ngo, in this place, moved you 
that. George Wa.-diingtoit be appointed command or of the forces 
raised, or to be raised, ibr do lento of American liberty, may my 
right }iaud ibrgel lis cunning, and my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth, if T hesitate or waver in the support. 1 give him ! The 
war, then, umst go on. We must, fight it through. 

And, if the war must go on, why put off longer the declaration 
of itidepei«len:;c ?' That, measure will strengthen us. It will give 
us oharaelcr abroad. Tins nations will then treat with us, which 
they never can do while we a ok now I edge ourselves subjects, in 
arms against our sovereign. Nay, I niamfi'n thai I'liiglmd herself 
will sooner treat for poacis with us on the footing of independence, 
than consent, by repealing bor acts, to ricknnwledge that her whole 
conduct towards us has been a course of injustice and oppression. 
Her pride will be less wounded by submitting to that course of 
things which new prcdest mates our independence, than by yielding 
the points in controversy to her rebellious subjects. The former 
she would regard as the result, of fortune; (lie laUcr, the would 
(eel as her own deep disgrace. Why, then, sir, do we not, as soon 
as possible, change this from a civil to n national war ? And, 
since we must (ighi ii through, why not put ourselves in a state 
to enjoy all the benefits of victory, if we gain the victory? If 
we fail. It can be no worse for us. But we shall not fail ! 

Tlie csuso will raise up armies ; — the cause will create navies. 
The people, — ■ the people. — if wc are true to them, will carry us, 
and will carry themselves, gloriously through this struggle. I 
care not how flokle other people have been found. I know the 
people of these colonies; and I know that resistance to British 
aggression is deep and settled in their hearts, and cannot be eradi- 
cated. Every colony, indeed, has expressed its willingness to 
follow, if we but take the lead. Sir, the declaration will inspire 
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this people wiili inetcaied courage. Instead of a long and Woody 
war for restoration ol' lu-Ivilo.yois, for ivdr ess of grit- varices, for 
chartered immunities, held under a .British king, set before tli'jin 
the glorious object of entire, independence, ;in.:! ii will breathe into 
them anew tho breath of life, Bead this declaration at the head 
of the army; — every sword will bu drawn front its Heabhard, smcl 
the solemn vow uttered, to maintain it, or to perish on tho bed of 
honor. Publish it fionr tin; pulpit; — religion will approve it, 
and the love of religious liberty will cling rouird it, resolved to 
stand with, it, or fall with it. Send it to the pnblic halls ; pro- 
claim it thorc; let. them hear It who beard the first roar of tho 
enemy's cannon, — let them see it who saw their brothers and 
their sons fall on the lidd of Ilu'iker 11:11, and in the si reels of 
l.e.sington and Concord, — and the very w.dls will cry out in its 
support ! 

Sir, I know the uncertainty of human affair:; ; La.it 1" see clearly 
through (bis dny's business. You and I, indeed; may rue it. Wo 
rua.y not, live to sen the time when ibis declaration shall be made 
good. We may die, — die colonists ; die slaves; die, it maybe, 
ignominious!)-, and on the scaffold ! 15e it ho! lie it so! If it be 
the pleasure of Heaven that my country shall require the poor 
offering of my life, the victim shall be ready, at the appointed hour 
of sacrifice, come when that hour may. ihit, while I do live, let 
mo have a country, —or, a! least, the hope of a country, and that 
a free country. 

Bat, whatever may lie our fate, be assured lliat tbi- I'.oclr: r.i ion 
will stand. It may cost treasure, and it may cost blood; but it 
will stand, and it will richly compensate for both. Through the 
thick gloom of the present, .1. sec t"ie brightness ol' llie future, as 
the sun in heaven. We shall make this a. glorious, an immortal 
day. When we arc in our graves, our children will honor it. 
They will celebrate it with thanksgiving, with festivity, with bon- 
fires, and illuminations. On its annual return, they will shed 
tears, — copious, gashing tears, — not of subjection and slavery, 
not. of agony and distress, — bin. oT exultation, of gratitude, and of 
joy. Sir, before God, I believe the hour is come ! My judgment 
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approves this measure, :in;l my whole heart is in It. All that I 
have, and all that. T am, and all that T hope, in this life, I am now 
ready hove to stake upon if ; ami I leave off ass I began, that, live 
or die, survive or perish, I am for the declaration ! It is my living 
sentiment, and, by the blessing of God, it shall be my dying senti- 
ment, — Ikdei'knl'kncjk ww, and Is uj-ji' j:\liencb romiVER ! 



THE nKVKlVJT'.MTSXT OF OCTt COUNTRY. — C. S. Henry. 

It is but a few years since we entered upon the conquest oi' a 
country wilder than Uermany in the days of (!;esav, and ten times 
more extensive: and yet in that, short space wo have reached a 
point of physical development which twenty centuries have not 
accomplished there. The forests have fallen down, the earth has 
been quarried, cities and towns have sprung up all over the im- 
mense extent of our laud, thronged with life, and resounding with 
the multitudinous hum of Iraflio ; and from hundreds of ports the 
canvas of ten thousand sails whitens all the ocean and every sea, 
bearing the products of our soil and manufactures, and bringing 
hack the wealth and luxuries oi' every ipiarter of the globe. Then, 
too, the tremendous agencies of nature — the awful forces evolved 
by chemical and dynamic science — have been subdued to man's 
dominion, and have become submissive ministers to his will, more 
prompt and more powerful than the old fabled Si-ouii of the Arabian 
tales. Little did our fathers, little did we ourselves, even the 
youngest of us, dream, in the days of oar childhood, when we 
fed our wondering imaginations with the prodigies wrought by 
those elemental spirits evoked by tins falisntauic seal of Solomon, 
that these were but faint foroshado wings of what our eyes should 
see in the familiar goings on of the every- day ii to around us. Yet 
so it truly is. Ha! gentlemen, the steam-engine is your true 
elemental spirit; it more than realizes the gorgeous ideas of 
the old oriental imagination. That had its different orders of 
elemental spirits, — genii of fire, of water, of earth, and of air, 
whose everlasting 'lostili'y could never lie subdued to uuily of pur- 
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pose: this combiner the powers of all in one, and a child may 
control them ! Across the ocean, along our coast, through the 
length of a hundred rivers, with the speed of wind, we plough our 
way against eu fronts, wind a.nd tidy ; while, on iron roads, through 
the length and breadth of the land, innumerable trains, thronged 
with human life and freighted with the wki1i.1i of the nation, are 
urging (heir way in every direction, —-flying through the valleys, 
thundering across the rivers, panting up the sides or piercing 
through the hearts of the mountains, with the resistless force of 
lightning, and scarcely less swift! 

All this is wonderful! The old limitations to human endeavor 
seem to be broken through ; the everlasting conditions of time and 
space seem to be annulled ! Meanwhile the magnificent achieve- 
ments of to-day lead but to grander projects for to-morrow. Suc- 
cess in the past servos but to enlarge the purpose.-! of the future ; 
and the people are rushing onwa.rd in a career of p' 
meat to which no bounds can be assigned. 



THE SOUTH. — Jef. Dm™. 

I can bat consider it its a tribute of respect lo the character Tor 
candor and sineorily which the South maintains, that every move- 
ment which occurs in the Southern States is eksely scrutinized; 
but what shall we think of the love for the "Union of those in 
whom this brings no corresponding change of conduct, who con- 
tinue the wanton aggressions which have produced and justify the 
action (.hey deprecate? Is it well, is it wise, is it sale, to disregard 
these manifestations of public displeasure, though it bo the dis- 
pleasure of a minority? Is it proper, or prudent, or respectful, 
when a representative, in aeeoi\Uni;e with the known will of his 
constituents, addresses you the language of solemn warning, in 
conformity to his duty to the constitution, the Union, and to his 
own conscience, that bis course should .be urmigned as the declara- 
tion of ultra and dangerous opinions ? If these warnings were 
received in the spirit they are given, it. would augur better for the 



H 03t cd by Google 



.L;i.iiijiiriN< l;. 



country. It would give hopes which are denied us, if the press of 
the country — that great lever of public opinion— would enforce 
these warnings, and boir them to every cottage, instead of heaping 
abuse upon those whose ease would prompt them to silence — 
whose speech, therefore, is evidence of sincerity. Lightly and 
loosely representatives of Southern people have been denounced as 
disunionists by that portion of the Northern press which most dis- 
turbs the harmony and endangers the perpetuity of (he Union. 
Such, even, has been my own case ; though the man does not 
breathe at whose door the charge of disunion might not as well be 
laid as at mine. The son of a Revolutionary soldier, attachment 
to this Union was among the first lessons of my childhood; bred 
to the service of my country from boyhood, to mature age I wore . 
its uniform. Through -the brightest portion of my life I was 
accustomed to see our flag, historic emblem of the Union, rise with 
the rising and fall with the setting Bun. I look upon it now with 
the affection of early love, and seek to maintain it by a strict 
adherence to tin; constitution, from which it had its birth, and by 
the nurture of which its stars have come so much to outnumber its 
original stripes. Shall that flag, which has gathered fresh glory 
in every war, and become mora radiant still by the conquest of 
peace, — shall that flag now be torn by domestic faction, and trod- 
den in the dust by petty sectional rivalry ? Shall we of the South, 
who have shared equally with you all your toils, all your dangera, 
all your adversities, and who equally rejoice in your prosperity 
and your fame, — shall we be denied those benefits guaranteed by 
our compact, or gathered as the common fruits of a common coun- 
try ? If so, self-respect requires that we should assert them, and, 
as best wc may, maintain that which wc could not surrender with- 
out losing your respect, as well as our own. 

If, sir, this spirit of sectional aggrandizement shall cause the 
disunion of these states, the last chapter of our history will be a 
sad commentary upon the justice and the wisdom of our people. 
That this Union, replete with blessings to its own citizens, and 
diffusive of hope to the rest of mankind, should fell a victim to a 
selfish aggrandizement and a pscudo philanthropy, prompting one 
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portion of the Union to war upon the domestic rights and peace of 
another, would be a deep reflection on the good souse and patri- 
otism of our day ami generation. 

Sir, 1 ask Northern senators to make tho cine their own: to 
carry to their own fireside tho Idea of such intrusion and offensive 
discriminational is offered tons, — realize these irritations, so gall- 
ing to the humble, so intolerable io the [mighty, and wake, before 
it is too late, from the dream that the South will tamely submit. 
Measure the consequences to us of your assumption, and ask your- 
selves whether, as a free, honorable and brave people, you would 
submit to it. 

It is essentially i.ao charactetislio of the chivalrous that they 
never speculate upon the fears of any man; and I trust that no 
such speculations will be made upon either the condition or [be 
supposed weakness of the South. They will bring sad disappoint- 
ments to those who indulge them. Kely upon her devotion to the 
Union ; rely upon the feeling of fraternity she inherited, and has 
never tailed to manifest; rely upon the nationality and freedom 
from sedition which has in all ages characterized an agricultural 
people; give licr justice, sheer justice, and the reliance will never 
fail you ! 

THE FEDERAL COMPACT. — G. Mmis. 

Oi.i; situation is peculiar. At present, our mtional compact 
can prevent a state from acting hosiildy Inwards the general inter- 
est. But, let this compact, be destroyed, and each state becomes 
vested instantaneously with absolute sovereignty. Is' there no 
instance of a, similar situation to be found in history? Look at 
the states of Greece. Uy their divisions ihey became at first vic- 
tims of tlie ambition of Philip, ami were at, length swallowed up 
in the Roman empire. Are we to form an exception to the gen- 
eral principles of human nature, and to all the examples of history ? 
and are the maxims of experience io become false, when applied 
to our fata ? 

Some, indeed, flatter themselves that, ouv destiny will be like that 
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of Eome. But we have not that strong, aristocratic arm, which 
can seize a wretched citizen, scourged almost to death, by a 
remorseless creditor, turn him into the ranks, and bid him, as a 
soldier, bear our eagle in triumph round the globe. I hope to 
God we shall never have such an abominable institution. But 
what, I ask, will be the situation of tliese states, organized as they 
now are, if, by the dissolution of our national compaet, they be left 
to themselves ? What is the probable result ? Wo shall cither 
be victims of foreign intrigue, and, split, iulo factious, fall under 
the domination of a. foreign power, or else, after the misery and 
torment of civil war, become the subjects of a usurping military 
despot. What but this compact, — what but this specific part of 
it, — can save us from ruin ! The judieial power — that fortress 
of the constitution — is now to be overturned. Yes, with honest 
Ajax, I would not only throw a shield before it — I would build 
around it a wall of brass ! 



THE FATE OF THE INDIANS. — /. Stay. 

There is, indeed, in the fate of the unfortunate Indians, much 
to awaken our sympathy, and much to disturb the sobriety of 
our judgment; much which maybe urged to excuse their own 
atrocities; much in their characters which betrays us into an 
involuntary admiration. What can be more melancholy than their 
histery? By a law of their nature, they seem destined to a slow 
but sure extinction. Everywhere, at the approach of tho white 
man, they fade away. We hoar the rustling of their footsteps, 
like that of the withered loaves of autumn, and they arc gone for- 
ever. They pass mournfully by us, and they return no more. 

Two centuries ago, tlie smoke of their wigwams and the fires of 
their councils rose in every valley, from Hudson's Bay to the 
furthest Florida, from the ocean to the Mississippi and the lakes. 
Tho shouts of victory and the war-dance rang through the moun- 
tainsand the glades. The thick arrows and the deadly tomahawk 
whistled through the forests, and the : hunter's trace and the dark 
encampment startled the wild boasts in their lairs. 
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But where are they? Where are the villages, and v 
and youth, the sachems and the tribes, the hunters and their fam- 
ilies? They have perished. They are consumed. The wasting 
pestilence has not, alone done the mighty work. No : nor famine, 
nor war. There has been a mightier power, a moral canker, which 
hath eaten into their heart-cores, — a plague, which the touch of 
the white man communicated, —a poison which betrayed them 
into a lingering ruin. The winds of the Atlantic fan not a single 
region which they may now call their own. Already the last 
feeble remnants of the race are preparing for their journey beyond 
the Mississippi. I see them leave their miserable homes, the aged, 
the helpless, the. women, and the warriors, " few and faint, yet 
fearless still." 

The ashes are cold on their native hearths. The smoke no 
longer curls round their lowly cabins. They move on with a slow, 
unsteady step. The white man is upon their heels, for terror or 
despatch ; but they heed him not. They turn to take a last look 
of their deserted villages. They cast a last glance upon the graves 
of their fathers. They shed no tears ; they utter no cries ; they 
heave no groans. There is something in their hearts which passes 
speech. There is something in their looks, not of vengeance or sub- 
mission, but of hard necessity, which slides both, which chokes all 
utterance, which has no aim or method. It is courage absorbed in 
despair. They linger but for a moment. Their look is onward. 
They have passed the Fatal stream. It shall never be repassed by 
them ; no, never ! Yet there lies not between us and them an 
impassable gulf. They know and feel that there is for them still 
one remove further, — not distant, nor unseen. It is to the gen- 
eral burial-ground of the race ! 



THE LIGHT OP KNOWLEDGE. — D. D. Barnard. 

Wi: ',::io'.'.' th;; enemy we h:ivu to d.mlend with — which is igno- 
rance; and we know where to find him, though he hath his hab- 
itation in darkness. We lli-c acquainted with his haunts and his 
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associations; and the weapon of Ins certain destruction is i 

hands. That weapon is light, — the light of genu 

added to the light of a genuine faith, — a light which heretofore 

has not I. won permitted to bum wltli brightness and purity, chiefly 
because it. was not originally kindled at the right Ibuutain ; a light 
which has oft.™ gone nut in (lie keeping of unliiithful vestals; 
which has often boon hid, when ii should have been made mani- 
fest; which has always been, more or less, fed from sources which 
could not supply or support it ; which, at best, has boon kept as a 
lamp to the feet of the lew, when it should have been made to 
illumine the pathway of the many; which, for the most part, 
having only glimmered faintly from a few sc'juoslesed and solitary 
places, lias served but to deepen ihe shadows of the ^e:ieval gloom 
around them. This is that light which is now beginning to be fed 
from hotter and purer sources ; which has its fountain in nature ; 
whieh is to ks supplied from iter fulness, by the aid of the edu- 
cated; which ought to bo made, and may bo made, to increase, 
spreading wide and mounting high, and passing rapidly from heart 
to heart, and from dwelling to dwelling, fill all the valleys shall 
answer to all the mountain-tops in one universal and healthful 
glow of brightness and illumination ! 



AN APPEAL TO POUTl! <1U WJ.i.SA. — A. Jackson. 

FeiTjOW-CITIKENS of my native state I Let me not only admon- 
ish you, as the first magistrate of our common country, not to incur 
the penalty of its laws, but to use the influence that a father would 
over his children whom he saw rushing to certain ruin. In that 
paternal language, wdlh that paternal feeling, let me tell you, my 
countrymen, that you are deluded 1 ■_>" men who are either deceived 
themselves, or ivish to deceive you. Mark under what pretences 
you have been led on to the brink of insurrection arid treason, on 
which yon stand ! J'irsi, a diminution of the value of your staple 
commodity, lowered by over production in other quarters, and the 
consequent diminution in the value of your lands, were the sole 
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effect of the tariff laws. The effects of those laws arc confessedly 

injurious, but the evil was gtoa'Jy exaggerated by ihe unfounded 
theory you wcri) taught to believe, that its burthens were in pro- 
portion to your exports, not to your consumption of imported 
articles. Your pride was roused Sjy the assertion that a submission 
to those laws was a state of vassalage, a.nd that resistance to them 
was equal, in patriotic incrli, to the opposition our fathers offered 
to the oppressive laws of Great Britain. You were told that this 
opposition might bo peaceably, might be cor.siiiui.ionally made, — 
that you might enjoy all the adv:;ntn.gos of the Union, and bear 
none of JLs burthens, 

Uloqnenl appeals to your passions, to your state pride, to your 
native! courage, io your sense of real injury, were used to prepare 
you for the period when the mask whieh concealed the hideous 
features of disunion should bo taken off. It fell, and you were 
made to look with complacency on objects which, not long slnee, 
you would have regarded with horror, 

Contemplate lite condition of iaal country of whieh you still 
form an important part. Consider its government, uniting in one 
bond of common interest and geuei-nl pro ice lion so many different 
states, giving to all their inhj.bitants the proud title of American 
citizeks, prelecting their oonuneree, seeming their literature and 
their arta, facilitating their intercounuuuication, defending tlieir 
frontiers, and making their name respected in the remotest parts 
of the earth! Consider the extent of Its territory, its increasing 
and happy population, Its advance in arts whieh render life agree- 
able, and the sciences which elevate the mind ! Hoe education 
Spreading the lights of religion, humanity and general information, 
into every cottage in litis wide extent of our lerriterios and states ! 
Behold it as the asylum where the wretched and Ihe oppressed find 
a refuge and support! Look on ibis picture of happiness and 
honor, and say, We, too, are citizdnb op America; Carolina is 
one of these proud states ; her arms have defended, her best blood 
has cemented, tins happy Union ! And then add, if you can with- 
out horror and remorse, This happy Union we will dissolve; this 
picture of peace and prosperity we will deface; this free inter- 
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course wc will interrupt; these fertile fields we will deluge with 
Wood ; the protection of that glorious flag wo renounce ; the very 

names of Americans we discard. And for what, mistaken men, ■ 

for what do you throw away these inestimable blessings, — for 
what would you exchange your share in the advantages and honor 
of the Union ? For the dream of a separate independence, a 
dream interrupted by bloody conflicts with your neighbors, and a 
Tile dependence on a foreign power. If your leaders could succeed 
in establishing a, separation, wluit would bo your situation? Are 
you united at home, — arc you free from the apprehension of civil 
discord, with all its fearful consequences ? Do our neighboring 
republics, every day puttering some now revolution, or contending 
with some new insurrection, — do they excite your envy? But 
the dictates of a high duty oblige me solemnly to announce that 
you cannot succeed. 

The laws of the United Elates must bo executed. I have no 
discretionary power on the subject ; my duty is emphatically pro- 
nounced in the constitution. Tliose who told you that you. might 
peaceably prevent their execution deceived you; they could not 
have been deceived themselves. They know (.hat a forcible oppo- 
sition could alone prevent the execution of the laws, and they 
know that such opposition must bo repelled. Their object is dis- 
union;— but be not deceived bynames, — disunion by armed 
force isTRKASON. Are you really ready to incur its guilt? If you 
are, on the heads of the bisli^ators of the act be the dreadful con- 
sequences; on their heads be the dishonor, but on yours may fall 
the punishment; on your unhappy si ale will ineviiably fall all the 
evils of the conflict you force upon the government of your country. 
J( cannot accede to the nial iimvjcw ofdi-imura.of which, you would 
be the first victims; its first magistrate cannot, if he would, avoid 
the perform iiuce of his duly : the consequences must bo fearful for 
you, distressing to your fellow- citizens hero, and to the friends of 
good government throughout tho world. Us enemies have beheld 
our prosper;! y y,iih a vexation they enuld not conceal; it was a 
standing refutation of their slavish doctrines, and they will point 
to our discord with the triumph of malignant joy. It is yet in 
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your power to disappoint them. There is yet time to show that 
the descendants of die I'inckneys, tin; Kumpiers, the Rutledges, 
and of the thousand other names which adorn the pages of your 
Revolutionary history, will not abandon (hat Union, to support 
which so many of tliem fought, and hied, and died. T adjure yon, 
as you honor their memory, as you love the cause of freedom to 
which they dedicated their lives, as you pri/.e the peaee of your 
country, the lives of its best citizens, and jour own fair fame, to 
retrace your steps. Snatch from the archives of your state the 
disorganizing edict of its convention ; hid its members to reas- 
semble and promulgate the decided expressions of your will to 
remain in the path which alone can ccnJuct you to safety, pros- 
perity and honor; — tell i.hem that, compared lo disunion, all other 
evils are light, because that brings iviih it an accumulation of all ; 
— declare that you will never take the held unless the star-span- 
gled banner of year country -.hall Heat over you, — that you will 
nol ]>e stigmatised when dead, and disk. limned and scorned while 
you live, as the authors of the first attack on the constitution of 
your country! Its destroyers you cannot bo. You may disturb 
its peace, yen may interrupt the course of its prosperity, you may 
cloud its reputation for stability, — but its tranquillity will be 
restored, its prosperity will return, and the stain upon its national 
character will be transferred, and remain an eternal blot on the 
memory of those who caused the disorder. 

Fellow-citrons of the United B tat us '. The throat of unhallowed 
disunion,. — -the names of those, once respected, by whom it is 
uttered, — the army of military force to support it, — denote the 
approach of a crisis hi our affiir- on which the continuance of our 
unexampled prosperity, our political existence, and, perhaps, that 
of all tree government, vr.ny depend. Trie conjunction demanded 
a free, a full and explicit enunciation, not only of my Intentions. 
but of my principles of action; and as the claim was asserted of a 
right by a state to annul the laws of the Union, and even to secodo 
from it at pleasure, a frank exposition of my opinions in relation 
to the origin and form of our government, and the construction I 
give to the instrument by which it was created, seemed to be 
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proper. Having the tidiest conQdenee in tin; justness of the legal 
and const.itut.ional opinion of my duties which, has 1 
I rely with equal confidence on your undivided support I 
determination to execute the laws, — to preserve the Union by till 
constitutional meat is, — to arrest, it' possibly, liy moderate hut firm 
measures, tho necessity of a recourse to force : and, if it be the 
will of Heaven that the rocui'ronoe of its primeval curse on man 
for the shedding of a brother's bin;..:! should fill upon our land, 
that it ho not called down by a.ny off ■ iy,i vc act on tlto part of the 
United States. 

Folhr.v-ciiiwms ! ilie momcnloiis case is before you. On your 
undivided support of your '.rovernmom depends Ihe decision of the 
groat question it involves, whether your sacred Union will "be pre- 
served, and tho ble.-sin.gs it secures to as as one people shall be 
perpetuated. No one can doubt that tho unanimity with which 
that decision will bo expressed will bo such as to inspire new con- 
fidence in republican bislkutions. and that the prudence, the wis- 
dom and the courage which it will bring to their defence, will 
transmit them unimpaired and invigorated to our children. 



SUT-T SACIUFLClXl") AMIimOJSr. — U. Grr.dcy. 

Wi; need a loftier Ideal to nerve us for heroic lives. To know 
and feel our nothingness without regretting it, ■ — to deem fame, 
riches, personal happiness, but shadows of which human good is 
the substance, — to welcome pdn, privation, igaQininy, so that the 
sphere of human knowledge, the empire of virtue, be thereby 
extended, — such is the soul's temper in which the heroes of tho 
coming age shall he cast. When the stately monuments of might- 
iest conquerors shall have become shapeless mid forgotten ruins, the 
humble graves of earth's Howards and Frys shall still be freshened 
by the tears of fondly admiring million'-', anil tho proudest epitaph 
shall be tho simple entreaty, 

"Write me ils m\a who !nval lib fellow-men." 
Say not that I thus condemn and would annihilate ambition, 



H 03 tcd by Google 



104 

The love of approbation, of esteem, of true glory, is a noble Incen- 
tive, ami should be cherished to the end. Unt the ambition which 
points the way to fame over torn limbs ami bleeding hearts, which 
joys in the Tartarean smote of the battle-field and tbe desolating 
tramp of the war-horse, — that ambition is worthy only of "arch- 
angel rained." To male one eoni.iuei'Or's reputation, at least one 
hundred thousand bounding, jeyOKS, sentient being;- must be trans- 
formed into writhing .and hideous fragments. must perish untimely 
by deaths of agony and horror, leaving hiilf a. million widows and 
orphans to bewail their loss in anguish and destitution. This is 
too mighty, tdi) awful a price to be puid lor the fane of any hero, 
from Nimrod to Wellington. True fiiine demands no such sacri- 
fices of others ; it requires us to be reckless of tbe outward well- 
being of but one. I.t exacts no hecatomb of victims lor each 
tviu in ]jh ill pile ; -for the more who covet and seek it, tbe easier and 
more abundant is the success of eaeli and all. With souls of the 
celestial temper, each human life might be a triumph, which 
angels would lean from the skies delighted to witness and admire. 



(•ARTY SPTKIT — W. Cn.rf™ 



Paiitiks and party men may deserve reprobation for their sel- 
fishness, their violence, their errors, or their wiokedncss. They 
may do our country much harm. They may retard its growth, 
destroy Its harmony,: impair its character, render its institutions 
unstable, pervert the public mind, and deprave the public morals. 
These are, indeed, evils, and soro evils; hut the principle of life 
remains, and will yet struggle, with assured sucoess, over these 
temporary maladies. 

Still we are great, glorious, united, and free; still wo have a 
name that is revered abroad and loved at heme, — a name which 
is a tower of strength to us against foreign wrong, and a bond of 
internal union and harmony, — a name which no enemy pro- 
nounces but with respect, and which, no eitizen hears but with a 
throb of exultation. Still we have that blessed constitution, which, 
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with all its protended defects., ami all its alleged violations, haa 
conferred more benefit on man tlnm ever yet. flowed Tram any other 
human institution,. — which has established juctice, insured domes- 
tie traiiijuillily, provided i'or tlic common defence, promoted the 
general welfare, and whieb, under God, if wo be true to ourselves, 
will insure the blowings of liberty to us and oui- posterity. 

Surely, such a country, and such a constitution, have claims 
upon you, 'my friends, which cannot be disregarded. I entreat 
and adjure you, then, by all l.hal is near and dear to you on earth, 
by all the obligations of patriotism, by the memory of your fathers 
who fell in the great and glorious s' niggle, for the Sake of your 
sons, whom you would not have to blush I'or your degeneracy, — 
by all your proud recollections of the past, and all the loud antici- 
pations of the future renown of our nation, — preserve that coun- 
try, uphold that constitution ! Resolve that they shall not be lost 
while in your keeping; end may Gad Almighty ~i rengtheu you to 
perform that vow.! 

THE DEATH OF HAMILTON. — A. Noll. 

Gun.'rv, a.bsurd and rash as duelling is, it lias its advocates. 
And had it not bad ils advocates, had not a strange preps euleratiee 
of opinion been in favor of it, never, lamentable Hamilton! 
hadst tbou Ihns fallen, in the midst of iliy Joys, and before thou 
hadst reached the zenith of thy glory ! 

that I possessed the talent of eulogy, and thai f might be 
permitted to inltdge (lie tenderness of friendship, in paying the 
la^t tribute to his memory ! O that T wore capable of placing this 
great man before yon ! Could 1 do this, 1 should furnish you with 
an argument, (he most practical, the most plain, tlic most convinc- 
ing, except that drawn from the mandate of God, that wan ever 
furnished against, duelling — that horrid practice, which has in an 
awful moment robbed the world of such exalted worth. But I 
cannot do lies ; I can only hint id the variety and exuberance of 
his excellence: — 

The Man, on whom nature seems originally to have impressed 
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the stamp of groainoss, whose genius beamed from the retirement 
ofoollegiate life with a radiance which d a /.:■-! ed and a loveliness 
which charmed the eye of sagos. 

The Hero, called from his sequestered retreat, whoso first aj-'j-enr- 
ancc in the field, though a -tripling', conciliated the esteem of Wash- 
ington, our good old father. Moving by whose side, during all 
the perils of the Revolution, out young chieftain mis a contributor 
to the veteran's "lory, the guardian of his person, and the copart- 
ner of his toils. 

The Couoticvor, who, sparing of human blood, whan victory 
fovored, stayed Ihe uplifted ami, and nobly said to the vanquished 
enemy, " Live ! " 

The Statesman, the correctness of whoso principles, and the 
strength of whoso mind, are inscribed on the records of Congress, 
and on the annals of the council chamber ; whose genius impressed 
itself upon the constitution oi' bis country, and whoso memory ihe 
government- — illustrious fabric, resting on this basis — will per- 
petuate while it la-sis ; uud, shaken by (he violence of party : should 
it fall, which may Heaven avert, his prophetic declarations "will 
be found inscribed on its ruins. 

The Counsellor, who was at once the pride of ihe bar and the 
admiration of the court; whose apprehensions were quic'; as light- 
ning, and whose development, of truth was luminous as its path ; 
whoso argument no change of circumstances could embarrass; 
whose knowledge appeared intuitive; and who by a single glance, 
and with as much futility as the eye of the eagle pusses over the 
landscape, surveyed the whole field of controversy, saw in what 
way truth might be most successfully defendi'd, and how error 
must be approached ; and who, without ever stopping, ever hesitat- 
ing, by a rapid and manly march led ihe listening judge and the 
fascinated juror, stop by sfcp, through a del iglii -.erne region, bright- 
ening as be advanced, till his argument rose to demonstration, and 
eloquence wa.s rendered useless by conviction ; whose talents were 
employed on the side of righteousness ; whose voice, whether in 
the, council chamber or at the bar of justice, was virtue's consola- 
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tion; at who.* approach oppressed humanity felt a secret rapture, 
and the heart of injured innocence leaped for joy. 

Where Hamilton was, in whatever sphere lie moved, the friend- 
less had a friend, the fatherless a iiuher, and the poor man, though 
unable to reward his; kindness, found an advocate. It was when 
the rich oppressed the poor, when the powerful menaced the 
defenceless, when truth was disregarded, or Die eternal principles 
of justice violated, — it was on these occasions thai he exerted all 
his strength, — it was on these occasions that lie sometimes soured 
bo high and shone with a radiance so transcendent, I had almost 
said, so "heavenly, as. filled those around him with awo, and gave 
to him the force and authority of a prophet." 

The i'ur.'iot, v,!i..,-i; iuli^s'ly :i;,il1,-d '.he'srri.itiny of inquisition ; 
whose manly virtue never shaped itself to circumstances; who, 
always groat, always himself, stood amidst the varying tides of 
party, firm like the rock which, far from land, lifts its majestic top 
above the- waves, and remains unshaken by the storms which 
agitnie the ocean. 

The Friend who knew no guile, whose bosom was transparent, and 
deep; in the bottom of whose heart was rooted every tender and 
sympathetic virtue : whose various worth opposing parties acknowl- 
edged while alive, and on whose tomb they unite, with equal sym- 
pathy and grief, to heap their honors. 

I know he had his failings. I see, on the picture of his life, — 
a picture rendered awful by greatness;, and luminous by virtue, — 
some dark shades. On these let the tear that pities human weak- 
ness fall ; on these let the veil which covers human frailty rest. 
As a hero, as a statesman, as a patriot, he lived nobly; — and 
would to God T could add, lie nobly Jell. Unwilling to admit his 
error in this respect, J go \^k to the; polled of discussion. I see 
him resisting the threatened interview. I imagine myself present 
in his chamber. Various reasons, for a time, seem to hold his 
determination in arrest. Various and moving ol.jcets pass before 
him, and speak a dissaasive language. His country, which may 
need his counsels to guide, and his arm to defend, utters her veto. 
The partner of his youth, already covered with weeds, and whose 
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tears flow down into her bosom, intercedes! His billies, stretching 
out their little lunula and pointing 10 a weeping mother, with lisp- 
ing eloquence, but eloquence which roaches ;i. parent's heart, cry 
out, " Stay, stay, dear papa, and live for us!" In the mean time, 
the spectre of a fallen son, pale an;l g'i:;-:ly, approaches, opens his 
bleeding bosom, and, as the harbinger of death, j-.oinl.si io the yawn- 
ing tomb, and varus a-lics.ilal.hi:-: father of the issue 1 He pauses, 
reviews these sad objects, and reasons on the subject. I admire his 
m;:gnimiiiity, 1 approve his reasoning, and I wait to hear him 
reject, with indignation, the murderous pro position, and to see him 
spurn from Ins presence the presumptuous bearer of it. But I 
wait in vain. It was a moment in which hi. great wisdom forsook 
him; a moment in wlileli Hamilton was not himself. He yielded 
to the force of an imperious custom ; and, yielding, he sacrificed a 
life in which all had an interest, and he is lost, — lost to his coun- 
try, lost to his family, lost to us ! 

Would to Cod [ might be permitted to approach for once the 
late scene of death ! Would to God I could there assemble, on 
the one side, the disconsolate mother, with her seven fatherless 
children, and on the other those ivho administer the justice of my 
country. Could 1 do l.hi-i, T would point litem to these sail objects. 
I would entreat tlioni, by the agonies of bereaved loudness, Io listen 
to the widow's heartfelt groans, to mark the orphaivs sighs and 
tears. And, having done this, T would uncover the breathless 
corpse of Hamilton, — I would lift from his gaping wound his 
bloody mantle, — I would hold if up to heaven before them, and I 
would ask, in the name of Cod I would ask, whether, at the sight 
of it, l.'uoy felt no companelion I 

Ah! ye tragic shores of IToboken, eim>.oi-.od with the richest 
blood, I tremble at the crimes yo record against us — the annual 
register of murders which you keep and send up to Cod! Place 
of inhuman cruelty ! beyond the limits of reason, of duty and of 
religion, where man assumes a more barbarous nature, and ceases 
to be man. What poignant, lingering .sorrows do thy lawless 
combats occasion to surviving relatives '. Ye who have hearts of 
pity, — ye who have oxporioir-od the <L:ig-Li»'i of dissolving friend- 
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ship,- — who have wept, and still weep, over the mc-ulderins ruins 
of departed kindred, ye can enter into this reflection. 

thou disconsolate widow! robbed, so cruelly robbed, and in 
so short a time, both of a husband and a son, what must be the 
plenitude of thy sufferings! Could wo approach thee, gladly 
would we drop the tear of sympathy, and pour into thy bleeding 
bosom the balm of convolution. But how can we comfort hey 
whom God hath not comforted ? To His throne let ns lift up our 
voice and weep ! 

A short time since, and lie ivbo is the occasion of our sorrows 
was the ornament of his country. He stood on an eminence, and 
glory co verod him. From that eminence he has fallen, — sud- 
denly, forever fallen. His intercourse with the living world has 
now ended; and those who would hereafter find him must seek 
him in the grave. There, cold and lifeless, is the heart which jus 
now was the scat of friendship. There, dim and sightless, is tbi 
eye whose radiant, and enlivening orb beamed with intelligence 
and there, closed forever, are those lips, on whose persuasive 
accents we have so often and so lately hung with .transport 
From the darkness which rests upon his tomb there proceeds 
methinks, a light in which it is clearly seen that those gaudy 
objects which men pursue are only phantoms. In tills light how 
dimly shines the splendor of victory, — how humble appears the 
majesty of grandeur ! The bubble, which seemed to have so much 
solidity, has burst, and we again see that all below the sun is 
vanity ! 

True, the funeral eulogy has been pronounced, — the sad and 
solemn procession has moved, — the badge of mourning has already 
been decreed, and presently llic sculptured marble will lift up its 
front, proud to perpetuate the name of Hamilton, arid rehearse to 
the passing traveller his virtues. Just tributes of respect! And 
to the living useful. But to him, mouldering in his narrow 
and humble habitation, what are they? How vain ! — how una- 
vailing! 

Approach, and behold, while I lift from his sepulchre its cover- 
ing! Ye admirers of his greatness, ye emulous of his talents and 
10 
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his fame, approach, and behold him now. How pale ! how silent 
No martial bauds admire the adroitness or his movements; no fas- 
cinated throng weep, mid melt, and tremble, at his eloquence! 
Amazing change! A shroud! a coffin! a narrow, subterraneous 
cabin ! This is all that now remains of Hamilton ! 



IXTELI.it! KXCE A N.ATTOXAL SAl'EC! UA1M'). - L. Woodbury. 

Our history constantly points her finger to a moat efficient 
resource, and indeed to tbc only elixir to secure a long life to any 
popular government, in increased attention to useful education and 
sound morals, with the wise description of equal measures and 
just practices they inculcate on every leaf of recorded time. 
Before their alliance, the spirit of misrule will always, in time, 
stand rebuked, and those who worship at the shrine of unhallowed 
ambition must quail. 

Storms in the political atmosphere may occasionally happen by 
the encroachments of usurpers, the corruption or intrigues of dem- 
agogues, or in the expiring agonic* of faction, or by the sudden 
fury of popular phrensy ; but, with the restraints and salutary 
influences of the allies before described, these storms will purify as 
healthfully as they often do in the physical world, and cause the 
tree of liberty, instead of falling, to strike its roots deeper. 

In this struggle, the enlightened and moral possess also a power, 
auxiliary and strong, in the spirit of the age, which is not only 
with them, but onward, in everything to ame'iorate or improve. 

When the struggle assumes the form of a contest with power, in 
all its subtlety, or witlr undermining and corrupting wealth, as it 
sometimes may, rather than with turbulence, sedition, or open 
aggression by the needy and desperate, it will be I ml i -pen sable to 
employ still greater diligence; to cherish earnestness of purpose, 
resoluteness in conduct ; to apply hard and constant blows to real 
abuses, and encourage not only bold, free and original thinking, 
but determined action. 

^n such a cause, our fathers were men whose hearts were not 
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accustomed to fail them, through fear, however formidable the 
obstacles. "We sire not., it is trusted, such degenera.te descendants 
as to prove recreant, and fii.il to do Tend with gallantry and firm- 
ness as unflinching all which we have either derived from them 
or since added to the rich inheritance. 

At such a erisis, therefore, and' in sueh a cause, yielding to 
neither consternation nor despair, may wc not all profit by the 
vehement exhortations of Cicero to Atf.iaus : " If you are asleep, 
awake ; if you arc standing, move ; if yon are moving, run ; if 
you are running, fly ! " 

All these considerations warn us,. — the gravestones of almost. 
every former republic warn us, — that a high standard of moral 
rectitude, as well as of intelligence, is quite n.s indispensable to com- 
munities, in their public doings, us to individuals, if they would 
esuape from either degeneracy or disgrace. 



PEACE ATflJ XATJONAL 110X011. — G. Morris. 

Mv object is peace. T will not pretend, like my honorable col- 
league, to describe to yon the waste, tho ravages, and the horrors 
of war. I have not the same liar men ions periods, nor the same 
musical, tones; neither shall I Least of Christian charity, nor 
attempt to display that, ingenuous glow o" benevolence so decorous 
to the cheek of youth, which gave a vivid tint to every sentence he 
uttered, and .was, if possible, as impressive even as his eloquence. 
ISiit though we possess not, the same pomp of words, our hearts are 
not insensible to the woes^of humanity. "Wo can feel for the 
misery of plundered towns, the conflagration of defenceless villages, 
and the devastation of cultured fields. Turning from these fea- 
tures of general distress, we can enter the abodes of private afflic- 
tion, and behold the widow weeping r>s she traces, in the [dodges 
of connubial affection, the reseml il ;i vice of him whom she has lost 
forever. We see the aged matron ben-rug over the ashes of her 
son. He was her darling, tor he was generous and brave, and, 
therefore, his spirit, led him to the field in defense of Ins country. 
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Hard, hard indeed must be that heart which can be insensible to 
scenes like these, and bold the man who dares present to the 
Almighty Father a conscience c-nm~o:iijfl with the blood of Ilis 
children. 

ifes, sir, we wish for peace ; but how is that blessing to be pre- 
served? In my opinion, there is nothing worth lighting for but 
national honor; for i:i the national honor is involved the national 
independence. 1 know I hat prudence may force anise government 
to conceal the sense of indignity ; but the insult should bo engraven 
on tablets of brass with a pencil of steel. And when that time 
and change, which hap|;eu lo all, shall bring forward the favorable 
moment, then lot the avenging arm strike home. It is by avow- 
ing and maintaining ibis, stern principle of honov that- peace can be 



THE TIUJE ltRFOTiJIER^ IT Greeley. 
To the rightly constituted mind, lo the truly developed man, 
there always is, (.here always must be, oppoH unity — opportunity 
to be and to learn, nobly to do and io endure ; and what matter 
whether with pomp and eclat, with sound of trumpets and shout 
of applauding iliousiinds, or in silence and seclusion, beneath the 
calm, discerning gaw: of Heaven? No station can be humble on 
which that gaze is approvingly bent; no work can be ignoble 
which is pcrtbrmed uprightly, and not, impelled by sordid and self- 
Sot from anions ihe children of monarc'is, ushered into being 
With boom of cannon and shouts of revelling niiliions, but from 
amid the sons of obscurity and toil, cradled in peril and ignominy, 
from the bulrushes and the manger, come forth the benefactors and 
saviors of mankind. Ho when ali the kibble and glare of our age 
shall have passed into a fitting oblivion, when those who have 
enjoyed rare opportunities and su-;\yed vast empires, and been borne 
through life on the shoulders of shouting multitudes, shall have 
been laid at last to rest in golden coffins, to moulder forgotten, the 
stately marble their only monuments, it will be found that some 
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humble youth, who neither inherited nor found, but, hewed out his 

opportunities!, lias uttered the thought, which shall render the age 
memorable, by extending tlie means of enlightenment and blowing 
to our race. The great struggle lor human progress and elevalion 
proceeds noiselessly, — often unnoted, often cheeked and apparently 
baffled, amid the clamorous and debasing strifes, impelled by greedy 
selfu-line-s and low ambition. In that .slrugiilc, maintained by the 
wise ami good of all parties, all creed-, all climes, bear ye the part 
of men. Heed the lofty .summons, and, with souls serene and con- 
stant, prepare to tread boldly in the path of highest duty. So 
shall life be to you truly exalted and heroic; so shall death be a 
transition neither sought nor dreaded; so shall your memory, 
though cherished at lirsl but by a few humble, losing hearts, linger 
long and gratefully in human remembrance, a watchword to the 
truthful and an incitement to generous endeavor, freshened by the 
proud tears of admiring affection, and fragrant with theodorsof 
heaven ! 



ON THE DEATH OF HON. WTLLTAM 1'IXCXSEY. — /. Sparfa. 

No object is so insignificant, no event so trivial, as not to carry 
with it a moral and religious influeuee. The trees. I hat spring out 
of the earth are moralists. They are emblems of the life of man. 
They grow up; they put on the garments of freshness and beauty. 
Yet these continue but for a time; decay seizes upon the root and 
the trunk, and they grad. tally go hack to iheir original elements. 
The blossoms that open to the rising sun, but are closed at night, 
never to open again, are moralists. The seasons arc moralists, 
teaching the lessons of wisdom, manifesting the wonders of the 
Creator, and calling on man to reflect, on bis condition and destiny. 
History is a perpetual tr.oruisf, disclosing the annuls of past ages, 
showing the im potency of pride aad greatness, the weakness of 
human power, the folly of human wisdom. The daily occurrences 
in society arc moralists. The success or failure of enterprise, the 
prosperity of Hie bad, the a.dyersily of (be good, the disappointed 
hopes of the sanguine and active, the sufferings of the virtuous, 
10* 
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the caprices (if fortune in every condition of life, — - all these are 
fraught with, moral instructions, and. ii' properly applied, will fix 
the power of religion in the heart. 

But there is a greater moralist still, and that is DaiTH. Here 
is a teacher who speaks in a voice which none can mistake ; who 
comes with a power which none can resist. Since we last assem- 
bled in this place as the humble and united worshippers of God, 
this stern messenger, this mysterious .-i^ynt of Omnipotence, has 
come among our numbers, and bid his withering hand on one 
whom we have been taught to honor and reaped, whose lame was 
a nation's boast, whose genius was a brilliant spark from the ethe- 
real fire, whose attainments were equalled only by the grasp of his 
Intellect, [he profoundness of his judgmtait, the cyuleranee of his 
fancy, the magic of his eloquence. 

It is not my present purpose to ask your attention to any pic- 
ture drawn in the studied phrase of eulogy. 1 aim not to describe 
the commanding powers and the eminent nualitios which conducted 
the deceased to the superiority he held, and which wore at once 
the admiration and the pride of his countrymen. I shall not 
attempt to analyze his capacious mi:id, nor to set forth the rich- 
ness and variety of its treasures. The trophies of his genius are a 
sufficient testimony of these, and constitute a monument to his 
memory, which will stand firm and oonspi 1:11 ens amidst the faded 
reeollec lions of future ages. The present is not the lime to reoount 
the sources or the memorials of his greatness, lie is gone. The 
noblest of Heaven's gifts could not slueld even I urn from the arrows 
of the destroyer. And this behest of the Most High is a warning 
summons to us all. When death comes into our doors, we ought 
to feel that he is near. When his irreversible sentence falls on 
the great and the renowned, when he severs the strongest bonds 
which can bind mortals to earth, we ought, to fed that our hold on 
lite is slight, that the thread of existence is slender, that wo walk 
amidst perils, where the nex:t wave of the agitated sea of life may 
baffle all our struggles, and carry us back into the dark bosom of 
the deep. 

When we look at the mnmimculs el' human greatness, and the 
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powers of human intellect, all that genius has invented, or skill 
cxe tin ted, of wisdom matured, or industry achieved, or labor accom- 
plished, — when we trace those through the successive gradations 
of human advancement, what are they '< On these are founded 
the pride, glory, dignity of man. And what are they* Com- 
pared with the most insignificant work of Clod, they are nothing, 
less than nothing. The mightiest works of man are daily and 
hourly becoming extinct. The boasted theories of roll-ion, morals, 
government, which took the wisdom, the ingenuity of ages, to 
invent, have been proved to be shadowy theories only. Genius 
lias wasted itself in vain; the visions it has raised have vanished 
at the touch of truth. Nothing is left but the melancholy cer- 
tainty that all things human are imperfect, and must fail and 
decay. And man himself, whose works are so fragile, whore is he? 
The history of his works is the history of himself. He existed ; 
— ho is gone ! 

The nature of human life cannot lie more forcibly described than 
in the beautiful language of eastern poetry, which immediately 
precedes the text : " .Man, that is born of woman, is of few days, 
and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut 
down ; he fleeth as a shadow, and continueth not. There is hope 
of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the 
tender branch thereof will not cease. Though the root thereof 
was old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground ; 
yet, through the scent, of water, it will bud and' bring forth boughs 
like a plant. But man wasteth away; yea, man givclh np the 
ghost, and where is he ? " Such are the striking emblems of 
human life; such is the end of all that is mortal in man. And 
what a question is here for us to reflect upon ! " Man giveth up 
the ghost, and icr/crc is he ? " 

Yes, when we see the flower of life fade on its stalk, and all ita 
comeliness depart, and all its freshness wither; when we see the 
bright oyo grow dim, and the rose on the cheek lose its hue ; when 
we hear the voice faltering its last accents, and see the energies of 
nature paralyzed; when we perceive the beams of intelligence prow 
fainter and fainter on the countenance, and the last gleam of life 
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extinguished ; when we deposit all that- is mortal of a fellow-being 
in the dark, cold chamber of the grave, avid drop a pitying tear at 
a spectacle so humiliating, so mournful, — then let us put the sol- 
emn question to our souls, Where is he ? His body is concealed 
in the earth ; but where is the spirit ? Where is the intellect that 
could look through the works of God, and catch inspiration from 
the divinity which animates and pervades the whole? Where are 
the powers that could command, the attractions that could charm ? 
where the boast of humanity, wisdom, learning, wit, eloquence, the 
pride of skill, the mystery of art, the creations of fancy, tho bril- 
liancy of thought ? where the virtues that could win, and the gen- 
tleness that could soothe? where the mildness of temper, the 
generous affections, the benevolent feelings, all that is great and 
good, all that, is noble, and lovely, and pure, in the human charac- 
ter, — whore are they? They are gone. We can see nothing ; 
the eye of faith only can dimly penetrate the region to which they 
have fled. Lift the eye of faith; follow the light of the gospel, 
and let your delighted vision be lost in the glories of the immortal 
world. Behold, there, the spirits of the righteous dead rising up 
into newness of life, gathering brightness and strength, unencum- 
bered by the weight of mortal clay and mortal sorrows, enjoying a 
happy existence, and performing the holy service of their Maker. 

Let our reflections on death have a weighty and immediate 
influence on our inindi and characters. We cannot be too soon or 
too entirely prepared to render the account which we must all 
render to our Maker and Judge. All things earthly must fail us ; 
the riehee, power, possesions and gifts of the world will vanish 
from our sight ; friends and relatives will be left behind ; our pres- 
ent support will be taken away ; our strength will become weak- 
ness, and the earth itself, and all it* pomps, and honors, and attrac- 
tions, will disappear. Why have we been spared even till this 
time ? We know not why, nor yet can we say that a moment is 
our own, The summons for our departure may now be recorded 
in the book of Heaven. The angel may now be on his way to 
execute his solemn commission. Death may already have marked 
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us for his victims. But, whether sooner or later, the event will 
be equally awful, and demand the same preparation. 

Ono, only, will then be our rock and out safety. The kind 
Parent, who has up) told lis all our da\s, will remain our unfailing 
support. With him Is no change ; lie is; unmoved from age to age; 
his mercy, as well as his being, endures forever; and, if we rely 
on liim, and live in obedience to his laws, all teisr.i shall be wiped 
from our eyes, and all sorrow banished from our hearts. If we 
are rebels lo his cause, slaves to vice, and followers of evil, we 
must expect, the displeasure of a holy God — the just punishment 
of our felly and wickedness ; for a righteous retribution will be 
ll warded to the evil as well as to the good. 

Let it bo the h'gae.st, file holiest, the unceasing concern of each 
one of us, to live the life, that we may be prepared to die tho 
death, of the righteous; that, when they who come after us shall 
ask, Where is he? unnumbered voices shall bo raised to testify, 
that, ;dib:i!..i ■.::!■. I:.!-, moL'::.l .vuixiu-. are n'muldciiug in the cold earth, 
Ills memory is embalmed in the cherished recollections of many a 
friend who knew and loved him; and all shall say, with tokens of 
joy aval confident, be'ief, Tf (loo be just, and piety be rewarded, his 
pure spirit is now at rest in the regions of the blessed. 



THE Dls&.lLUTlOM OF Till! UXION. — A. Xliie-nrt. 
Tien geuthmian i'rem South Carolina has painted, in the most- 
glowing colors and fascinating forms, tlie glorious advantages to 

the Hou tli of a dissolution of this L'uion. But is there not another 
side to this picture ? — and to this T beg the gentlemen to turn 
their calm and dispassionate attention. Before they take this 
fearful plunge, let them look over the precipice on which they 
stand into the yawning gulf beneath. On the other side o.f Ibis 
picture is written, in flaming capitals, Treason, Rebellion, Civil 
War, with all its (earful con sequences. Let. it be remembered that, 
no state can go out of tins Union until it has conquered all (be 
rest. When one -;late is ■■■one, no two remain united. We have 
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heard of the benefit.!; of' destroying this Union; but what will be 
its cost to those who may attempt it? From imaginary ills they 
fly to "others that they know not of." 

They now complain nf taxation ! liul what will be Hie taxation 
necessary lo raise and sustain armies and navies lo contend against 
this government? — a government which now, with fond and 
parental affection, guards and protects the South. But taxation 
would be the smallest item in the frightful catalogue of their 
calamities. There is still another k'af in this book, to which gen- 
tlemen should look. And can they behold it with indillereMcc? 
It is the page on which posterity "'ill write the epitaph of the 
authors of the destruction of this happy and glorious Union; of 
those who should involve us in all the horrors uf civil war; who 
should arm father against son, and brolhor agoiusl, brother; who 
should destroy tliis bright, and glorious example — ■ the only free 
iruYmiMi'm. en earth, 

How deep and bow lend would be ihelr denunciations, how bii.lor 
and how blasting would be the curses, u'illi which posterity would 
brand the memories of those men ! And will not. their sentence be 
just? Where will they look for extenuation or excuse? Taxa- 
tion! — it is imaginary, not Teal. All contributions here are 
voluntary, not compulsory. No people under heaven are half so 
lightly taxed, or half so highly blessed. To oilier countries, the 
people are ta\"ed twonly times llic amount, to support despots; 
imposed, net, by Ibeinsclves, but by arbitrary power. Compared 
with this country, in England taxation is as eighteen to one; yet 
they submit, and wo rebel. Will not the people of the South look 
at these tacts, and pause before they do the lata] deed that must 
seal forever their own destruction? In this Union the gentleman 
from South Carolina has everything to hope; —his name may go 
down to postcrl'v among themosi dii-iinguisheil men of the age; his 
talents may adorn its highest offices, to which lio lias a just right to 
aspire; and, much as I may differ with that gentleman, both as to 
men and measures, yet such is my opinion of his talents and his 
worth, that 1 would rejoice to see him at this moment tilling the 
highest of the executive departments of this government, or the 
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highest of it- cli» >;t >-i:nrL<- stations. '1'hu.t iiviitleiinm may be curi-iod 
away by momentary excitement ; still I cannot doubt his attach- 
ment to tills Union, winch T trust lie will never sacrifice (o imag- 
inary evils. The blessings of this government, and the value of 
this Union, I have never hearil so forcibly urged, or so eloquently 
portrayed, as in the p/ntleman from Houih Carolina himself; arid 
I cannot, in conclusion, bettor express my own feelings than by 
repealing tlic very words uttered by that gentleman in concluding 
an able .and eloquent, speech on another occasion, when he said, 
'■'The liberty of this country is a sacred depository — a vestal lire, 
which Providence has committed to our bands Ibv the general ben- 
efit of mankind. It is the world's last hope : extinguish it, and 
the earth will be covered with eternal darkness ; but once ' put out 
that light, I know not where is that Promethean heat that shall 
that light relume.' " 

F appeal to the gentleman; I ask hliu, l.s lie prepared lo destroy 
that "sacred depository," the Union and liberties of his country? 
Is he prepared to extinguish, in fraternal blood, that "vestal fire 
committed- to his hands by Providence, for the benefit of man- 
kind?" Is ho prepared to destroy " the world's last hope;" to 
put out and ei'tingiush. forever that great and glorious light of 
liberty and union now blazing up to the heavens, illumining the 
path and cheering the onward march, of the friends of freedom 
throughout the world, and thus to cover the earth with eterna) 
darkness ? Is lie prepared for this ? I pause for a reply. 



MADISON AND THE CONSTITUTION. — J. Q. Adams, 

Mr. Madison was associated with his friend Jefferson in the 
institution of the University of Virginia, rind nfler his decease was 
placed at its head, under the modest and unassuming title of rec- 
tor. He was also the president of an agricultural society in the 
county of his residence, and in that capacity delivered an address 
which the practical tanner and the classical scholar may read with 
equal profit and delight. 
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In the midst of these occupations the declining days of the phi- 
losopher, the statesman, and the patriot, were past, until the 21st 
day of June last, the anniversary of the day on winch the ratifica- 
tion of the convention of Virginia in 1788 had affixed the seal of 
James Madison as the father of the constitution of the United 
States, when his earthly part sunk without a struggle into the 
grave, and a spirit bright as the seraphim that surround the throne 
of Omnipotence ascended to the bosom of his God. 

This constitution is the great result of the North American 
Revolution. This is the giant stride in the improvement of the 
condition of the human race, consummated in a period of less than 
one hundred years. Of the signers of the address to George the 
Third in the Congress of 1TT4, of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence in 1770, of the signers of the articles of confeder- 
ation in 1781, and of the signers of the federal and national con- 
stitution of government under which we live, with enjoyments 
never before allotted to man, — not one remains in the land of the 
living. The last survivor of them all was he to honor whose mem- 
ory we are here assembled at once with mourning and with joy. 
We reverse the order of sentiment and reflection of the ancient 
Persian king, — we look back on the century gone by— we look 
around with anxious and eager eye for o-m of that illustrious host 
of patriots and heroes under whose guidance (he Revolution of 
American Independence was begun and continued and completed. 
Wc look around in vain. To them this crowded theatre, full of 
human life, in all its stages of existence, full of the glowing exul- 
tation of youth, of the steady maturity of manhood, the sparkling 
eyes of beauty, and the gray hairs of reverend age, — all this to 
them is as the solitude of the sepulchre. We think of this, and 
say, How short is human life '. But then, then, we turn back our 
thoughts again, to the scene over which the falling curtain has but 
now closed upon the drama of the day. From tho saddening 
thought that they are no more, wc call for comfort upon the mem- 
ory of what they were, and our hearts leap for joy that they were 
our fathers. Wo see them, true and faithful subjects of their 
sovereign, first meeting with firm but respectful remonstrance the 
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approach of usurpation upon their rights. We see them, fearless 
in their fortitude, and confident in the righteousness of their cause, 
bid defiance to the arm of power, and declare themselves inde- 
pendent states. We see them, waging for seven years a war of 
desolation and of glory, in most unequal contest with their own 
unnatural step-mother, the mistress of the seas, till under the sign 
manual of their king their independence was acknowledged; and, 
last and best of all, we sec them toiling in war and in peace to 
form and perpetuate a union, under forms of government intri- 
cately but skilfully adjusted so as to secure to themselves and their 
posterity the priceless blessing-, of inseparable liberty and law. 

Their <kys on earth arc ended, and yet their century lias not 
passed away. Their portion of the blessings which they thus 
labored to secure, they have enjoyed, and transmitted to us their 
posterity. We onjoy them as an inheritance, — won, not by our 
toils ; watered, not with our tears ; saddened, not by the shedding 
of any blood of ours. The gift of Heaven through their suffer- 
ings and their achievements, — but not without a charge of corres- 
pondent duty incumbent upon ourselves. 

And what, my friends and f el low-citizens, what is that duty of 
our own? Is it to remonstrate to the adder's ear of a king beyond 
the Atlantic wave, and claim from him the restoration of violated 
rights ? No. Is it to sever the tics of kindred and of blood with 
the people from whom we sprang ? to cast away the precious name 
of Britons, and be no more the countrymen of Shahspuaro and 
Milton, of Newton and Locke, of Chatham and Burke? Or more 
and worse, is it to meet their countrymen in the deadly conflict of 
a seven years' war ? No. Is it the last and greatest of the duties 
fulfilled by them ? Is it to lay the foundations of the fairest gov- 
ernment and the mightiest nation that ever floated on the tide of 
time ? No ! These awful and solemn duties were allotted to 
them, and by them they were faithfully performed. What, then, 
is our duty? 

Is it not to preserve, to cherish, to improve the inheritance 
which they have left us, — won by their toils, watered by their 
leait, saddened lint, feitili/ed by their blood ? Are we the sons of 
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worthy sires, and in the onward march of lame have they achieved 
in the career of human improvement so much, only that our pos- 
terity and theirs may blush for the contrast between their unexam- 
pled energies and our nerveless impotence ? between their more thiin 
hereulean labors and our indolent repose ? No, my fellow-citi- 
zens, far be from us, far be from you, — for he who now addresses 
you has but a fow short days before he shall be called to join the 
multitudes of ages past, — far be from you the reproach or the 
suspicion of such a degrading contrast ! You, too, have the solemn 
duty to perform of improving the condition of your species, by 
improving your own. Not in the great and strong wind of a rev- 
olution, which rent the mountains and brake in pieces the rocks 
before the Lord, — for the Lord is not in the wind; not in the 
earth f] mike of a revolutionary war, marching to the onset l>etween 
the battle-field and the scaffold, — - for the Lord is not in the earth- 
quake; not in the fire of civil dissension, in war between the mem- 
bers and the head, in nullification of the laws of the Union by the 
forcible resistance of one refractory state, — for the Lord is not in 
the fire, and that fire was never kindled by your fathers ! No ! it 
is in the still small voice that, succeeded the whirlwind, the earth- 
quake, and the fire. The voice that stills the raging of the waves 
and the tumults of the people, — that spoke the words of peace, of 
harmony, of union. And for that voice, may you and your chil- 
dren's children, " to the last syllable of recorded time," fix your 
eyes upon the memory, and listen with your ears to the life, of 
Jajiks Madison. 



HOPE. — G. Sping. 



' Of al! the prospective emotions, Hope is the most prolific source 
of happiness, especially to the youthful mind. In the bloom of 
man's bmluenin? existence, when everything about him is gay and 
alluring, and at that anxious fin J perilous moment when be steps 
forward to the duties of life, the impulse which encourages and 
charms him is found in his eager and vivid expectations. This is, 
indeed, the principal source of every man's happiness. IVc do not 
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live for tie present, but. are perpetually carried forward by a sort 
of natural instinct to halcyon days to conic. There are few pres- 
ent joys so absorbing, and few present trials so fraught with depres- 
sion, that in the midst of the lonuor wo an: not, looking for others 
yet to Come, and in tin: midst, of (he TiiU-or we arc not anticipating 
relief. Men differ in this respect from the inferior animals. Wc 
are not, like them, environed as with a dense wall, lioyond which 
we ean catch but a glimmering light. We have a prospect brighter 
and wider than theirs. In poverty and sickness, in disappoint- 
ment and sorrow, wc are rich, and well, arid happy in expectation ; 
and in the midst of happiness we are still happier in expectation. 
In our dreams we hope. Even sleep, when it covers us with its 
heavy pall, docs not so overpower the mind but pleasant visions 
creep gently beneath its [bids, — visions of present happiness and 
happine.ss to come. Enjoy merit is nothing without hope. I have 
sometimes thought, thai, those wmged messengers of celestial mercy, 
who are " ministering spirits" to many an agitated and trembling 
mind, never fulfil their errands of love more opportunely than 
when, in times of deep depression and rmmingled darkness, they 
light up the glowing ;s:ii iyipuuous of the soul. It is but to touch 
some secret spring wit.hio, to inspire tins glowing bosom with the 
expectation of some great, though distant good, — and the same 
circumstances which were just now dreary and dark, are changed 
as though by magic, and become radiant with light and beauty. 
But who does not know that his hopes depend on nothing so much 
as those habits of enterprise which give character to (he thoughts 
and feelings, and are always presenting some delightful as well as 
reasonable object, of expectation ? A regard to the present only 
would leave the common business of life well nigh undone. The 
agriculturist ploughs, and sows, a.nd reaps, in hope. The mariner, 
reckless of his present comfort, exposes his life amid the breathings 
of the tempest under the influence of hope. The mere'iaol shrinks 
from no hardship, omits* no opportunity of exertion, avoids no 
hazard, and all under the powerful influence of hope. Hope 
moves the tongue of the orator, fills the imagination of the poet, 
mid lights (be lamp of the scholar. Hope gives courage to tie 
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heart and strength to the arm of (he mighty on Ihc lie! J of kittle; 
while, through a thousand valves, hope, with lis any enehaoiment;;, 
conveys tlic impure to the complicated mnclimory of i.hi: deep and 
sage politician. A man never lays out himself in diligent and 
useful exertion, but lie secures or increases his own good, or that 
of his fellow-men. And this is n prospect which supports and 
cheers him ; mid thus, while his hopes tall forth his exertions, 
they, in their turn, are tl ion selves festered by the exertions which 
they call forth. Hope makes him active, and action gives him 
hope. The actual scenes of hunian life never present themselves 
in their true coloring to an indolent mind, but tinged with lnaiij a 
dark and melancholy hue. That complaining spirit, which is 
habitually 1 (rolling to sources of darkness, and turning away from 
those of light and encouragement, is the natural growth of an 
unelastic, effeminate, slollilul mind. That absorbing scntimcntal- 
ism, that morbid sensibility, so often aU'eeted by the young, and 

which, when not aTeeted, i.-. the 1 e c!' l-v-:. : : , v o'.aiilv and eno"ge".ie 

ijualit.y, tiuda no welcome in the bosom of a man whose highest 
ambition is gratified in the prospect of responsible exertion. No 
matter what may lie the aspect of his conditio:!, no matter what he 
is called to do or to suffer, no matter how' vividly or how mourn- 
fully imagination may paint his prospects, so long 'as he has 
energy of purpose, patiently and cheerfully to address himself to 
his duty, and to augment his courage and increase Ids exertions 
by all the difficulties tliat beset his path. 



VALUE OF THE IMON.-C T. Rwlt. 

Tlic: union of these states has been accomplished by the contri- 
bution- of nations and eeniunes, lor no transient or hsigmacant 
purpose. In its sublime and ultimate end it has a mission to 
humanity. In the language of Washington, "The preservation of 
the saercd fire of liberty, and the destiny of the republican mode! 
of government, are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally, 
staked on the experiment intrusted to the hands of the American 
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people." Thus, as- Madison has truly said, are we " responsible for 
the greatest trust ever confided lo a political society." Ours is 
not the duty of forming, but preserving. The fathers were faithful 
to every exigency, by which God created it; we are responsible 
for a like faithfulness to every exigency, by which He would pre- 
serve and perpetuate it. To such fidelity the past urges, the 
future calls, and the highest law commands ns. Evils and defects 
within our Union we may well and earnestly seel; to remove, by 
the development and operation of the principles upon which it 
rests. But whosoever lays his hand upon the fabric itself, or 
seeks, by whatever moans, or under whatever pretence, or from 
whatever source, to undermine lis 1 emulations, is treacherous to 
humanity. lalse to liberty, and, more than all, culpable to God. 

This is the inference of duty. To its performance hope, by its 
smile, encourages us. All efforts for the dissolution of our Union 
will be as disastrously unsuccessful as they are singularly criminal. 
Never in its existence has it been more earnestly and truly per- 
forming its appropriate work than now. A people, in the aggre- 
gate happy and blessed as the sun shines upon, repose in its pro- 
tection. Every roiling tide brings to iis shores multitude? seeking 
its shelter, iiach receding wave carries back to the people they 
have loft Its liberalising influence. Rising midway of the conti- 
nent, and reaching to cither ocean, it throws over both its radiant 
and cheering light. Intently the struggling nylons contemplate 
its no longer doubtful experiment. Moral and religious truth are 
penetrating every part of its vast, domain, and planting, in the 
very footsteps of the first settlors, the church, the sthool, and the 
college. Its Christian missionaries have girdled the globe with 
their stations, and in all of them heroic men and women, under its 
protection, with the religion of -loses, are silently diffusing ilie 
principles of American liberty. Already a nation in the far-ofi 
islands of the Pacific has been redeemed by them from barbarism, 
assumed its place among ihe powers of the earth, and the very last 
mails tell us Is at this mo mem. seeking aom'ss'on to our republic. 

Thus :i;ectii;g its grand purposes, it will not fall. Man alone 
has not reared it, the tabernacle of freedom, and man alone cannot 
11* 
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prostrate it, or gently, beam by beam, take it down. Heaven- 
directed in its formation and growth, while tvuc to its origin it will 
be Heaven-protected in its progress and maturity. The stars of 
God will shino down kindly upon it, and angels on the beats of 
their silvery wings will linger and hover above it. To-day it is as 
firmly seated as ever in the affections of its citizens. Guarded by 
its hardly-seen power, reposing in its prosperity, not stopping to 
contemplate the character of its origin, or to realize its transcend- 
ent purpose, men, for a moment, may cast its value, speculate on 
its duration, and even threaten its dissolution. In the administra- 
tion of its affairs, conflicts of opinion will exist, sectional interests 
will become excited, and sometimes hostile. The views of ardent 
men wil! be maintained with the ardor in which they are held. A 
clear and fair field of combat will bo left to error and truth. The 
largest freedom of discission will be scrupulously preserved. In 
the consequent excitement there may sometimes seem to be danger 
to the Union itself. But in the hour of peril experience shows, 
and ever will show, that a whole people will rally to its support, 
and sink its foes beneath a weight of odium a lifetime cannot alle- 
viate. The rain may descend, the floods come, and the winds blow 
and beat upon it, —it will not fall, for it Is founded upon a rock. 
It rests upon guarantees stronger even than laws and compromises. 
For it our interests combine in overwhelming potency; around it 
cluster the most glorious associations of our history; in it the hopes 
of humanity are involved; to it our hearts cling with undying 
love ; for it religion, liberty and conscience plead ; and, beyond 
all, upon it, in its riper years, as in its infancy, the protection of 
God rests, a sheltering cloud for its fiercer day, a pillar of fire in 
its duler night. 



THE NOBILITY. OB LABOR 0. Dewey. 

Why, in the great scale of things, is labor ordained for us ? 
unly, had it so pleased the great Ordainer, might it have been 
with. The world itself might have been a mighty 
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machinery (or producing all that man wants. Houses might Lave 
risen Jike uei exhalation, — 

" With the nnnd 

Of dulcet sTirp)Li.nii:.-;, ;i.ii,l voices sweet, 

Built like a temple," 

Gorgeous furniture might have been placed in them, and soft 
couches and 'luxurious; banquets spread by hands unseen; and 
man, elotlied with fabrics of nature's weEiving, Hither than with 
imperial purple, might have been sent to disport himself in those 
Elysian palaces. 

But where, then, had been human energy, perseverance, pEitieuee, 
virtue, heroism ? Cut off la.loi with one blow from the world, and 
mankind had sunk to a crowd of Asiatic voluptuaries. 

Better that the earili be given to man as a dark mass, where- 
upon to labor. Better that rude and unsightly materials bo pro- 
vided in the ore-bed, and in the forest, for him. to fashion in splen- 
dor and beauty. Better, not because of th.it splendor Eind beauty, 
but because the act of creating them is better than the things 
themselves; because exertion is nobler than enjoyment; because 
the laborer is greater and more worthy oT honor than the idler. 

Labor is Heaven's great ordinance for human improvement. 
Let not the great ordinance be broken down. What do I say? It 
is broken down; and it has been broken down for ages. Let it, 
then, be built again; here, if anywhere, on the shores of a new 
world, of a now civilization. 

But how, it may be Eisked, is it broken down? Do not men 
toil ? it may be said. They do, indeed, toil; but they too gener- 
ally do because they must. Many submit to it, as in some sort a 
degrading necessity ; ami they desire nothing so much on earth as 
an escape from it. This way of thinking is the heritage of the 
absurd and unjust feudal sy-lem, under which serfs labored, and 
gentlemen spent their lives in lighting and feasting. It is time 
that this opprobrium of toil were done away. 

A.shimied to toil '. Asrumed of iliy dingy work-shop ;.nd desiy 
labor-field; of thy herd hand, scarred with service more honorable 
than that of war ; of thy soiled and weather-stained <. 
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which mother Nut arc li;is embroidered mist, sun and rain, fire and 
steam, — her own heraldic honors! Ashamed of those tokens and 
titles, and envious of the flaunting robes of imloeile idleness and 
vanity! It Is treason to nature, — it is impiety to Heaven, — it 
is breaking TTeaveivs great ordinance! Toil, toil, either of the 
brain, of the heart, or of the hand, is the only true manhood, the 
only true nobility ! 

AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS. — B. Webstir. 

Who is there among us, that, should ho find himself or! any spot 
of the earth where human beings exist, and whore the existence 
of other nations is known, would not be proud to say, I am an 
American! I am a countryman of Washington! I am a citizen 
of that republic which, although it lias suddenly sprung up, yet 
there are none on the glebe who have ears to hear and have not 
heard of it, who hare eyes to see and have not read of it, who 
know anything and yet do not know; of ils existence and its glory '! 
And, gentlemen, lot me now reverse tho picture. Let me ask, 
Who there is among us, if he were to be found to-morrow in one of 
the civilized countries of Europe, and were there to learn that this 
goodly form of government had been over' thrown, — that the United 
States were no longer united, — who is there whose heart would 
not sink within him ? Who is there who would not cover his face 
for very shame? 

At this very moment, gentlemen, our country is a general refuge 
for the distressed and the persecuted of other tuitions. Whoever 
is in affliction from political occurrences in his own country, looks 
here for shelter. Whether he bo republican, Hying from the 
oppression of throne;.:, or whether he he monarch or monarchist, 
(lying front thrones th::t crumble and "il! imdcr or around him, — 
he feels equal assurance that, if ho get foothold on our soil, his 
person is safe, and his rights will be respected. 

We have tried these popular institutions in times of great excite- 
ment and commotion, and they have stood substantially firm and 
steady, while the fountains of the great political deep have been 
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elsewhere broken up: while thrones, resting on;egesof pre:-crip(ion, 
have tottered and fallen ; and while, in other countries, the earth- 
quake of unrestrained popular commotion has swallowed up al! law, 
ami all liberty, ami all right together. Oi.ir government litis been 
tried in peaee, and it lias been tried in war, and has proved itself 
fit for both. It has boon assailed from wilhout, and it has suc- 
cessfully resisted the sliocb ; it lias boon disturbed within, and it 
ha-, oft'oetually ipiieted the disturbance. It can stand trial, it can 
stand assault, it ran stand adversity, — it can stand everything 
but the marring of ils own beauty, and (he weakening of its own 
strengtli. It tan stand everything lr.it tlics efhVt- of our own rash- 
ness and our own folly. It can stand everything but diso;yni Liga- 
tion, disunion, and nullification. 



HUMAN UlfE. — H. GWey. 



[1i::u.\n life! how inspiring, how boiLiidlass tho theme! Sadly, 
wildly lias the poet sung of it ; calmly, lucidly has tin: historian 
traced its meandering- ; earno-'ly, gravely have tlio priest and the 
sago exposed and reproved Its errors, from the birth of the race. 
The muse's story depicts it, the scholar's research illustrates, the 
statesman's harangue illumines and exalts. From the cradle over 
which the young mother bends with a novel sensation of wondering 
delight, to the bier around which all Lire welled in the brotherhood 
of a common sorrow, this life of ours is a marvel and a poem. 
The very vitality within us, the warm current flowing so impetu- 
ously, yet steadily, from centre to extremities, and returning to 
renew lis ceaseless erra.nd ; the beating heart, the seething, work 
ing brain, the ant, instinctive eye and ear, — -can chemist or gool 
ag r st, j-.LggiL'" or magician, show us ivondm-s greater than those 
The probing physiolog'st, the deep senroher into the bidden reasoi 
of things, begins by assuming the great mystery of all — life 
for this he dare not hope to unravel. Not his tfie capacity or th' 
hope to explain how or why it is; hero he must content him witl 
the simple fact — It is. 
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Human life! How is our every sympathy entwined with each 
emotion awakened by its contemplation ! On every aide it is 

putting forth inauiicstations to tin; observing eye of its energy anil 
its beauty. Arc we dwellers in the country? lu'om that low- 
roofed cottage a youth is going forth with lofty heart to do and 
dare on the great battle-field of manly ai I venture. lie lias given 
ear to a father's counsel ; he has knelt to receive a. mother's bless- 
ing; be has smiled at the fears and regrois expressed by younger 
or tenderer hearts around him, — for a sanguine spirit urges him 
on, and he sees, already, fortune unit honors awaking him in the 
distant city to which his eager footsteps tend. Wot till the hour of 
parting has come and passed does he feel how heavy the chain he 
drags who goer; fort 1 1 for years from all he loves on earth; not till 
the stately-branching elms which overhang the dear spot have, 
waved their last mute adieus to his backward glances: not till the 
Stream which was the nompanion of Iris boyish pastimes has bent 
away from his rigid course and buried itself among wooded hills, 
does ho feel that he has diaken of!' i'ic eo> option dnps and support!; 
of his youth, and is utterly alone. Now nerve your quivering 
heart, young adventurer! Huniniou every thought, of hope, and 
pride, and shame, and press sternly onward, — for a feather's 
weight might almost suffice to dash all your high resolutions, to 
chase away (he dreams of hope and ambition, and fiend you 'lack, 
an early penitent, lo (hat Jowly home which never seemed half so 



3 by the sea-side ? Here the sailor is bending 
tlio white canvass for a voyage, it may be, around the world, 
Before ho shall again drop anchor in the haven which he deems 
his home, he may from his vessel's deck ga/e on the peaks of the 
Andes, the sulphurous flames of Kirauea, or may thread with his 
hark the perilous; v. indirgs of ilit Ibiest-numthd Oregon, may sur- 
vey the porcelain lowers of ('anion, or the naked site of Troy, 
whoso very ruins have vanished, leaving no monument of their 
existence, save in [Tomer's undying song. ■ 

Hero, too, the emigrant is bid ling adieu to the uiigcniai laud of 
his birth and bis love, and. with bis household gods around him, is 
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seeking, on u distant shore, a toil on which his hojurs may expand 
and flourish. Then is sadness, then is anguish in the parting 
hour; the tree most ea.re'u'dy transplanted must leave too many 
fibres in its native soil; and the life-long dweller in some secluded 
val'ey who first find.-; himself confronted with a thousand leagues of 
racing brine, across which lies lite way (o his unknown future home, 
may well recoil and shudder at the prosjioet. .Km (lie hoarse order 
to mn hark is given and obeyed ; lite last adieus are looked from 
streaming eyes; the vessel swings slowly from her moorings ; the 
young look out in wonder on the bleak iva-i.e of stormy waters, 
and turn inquiringly to those who are, pereha.noo, as young in this 
hour's sensations as they. And so wears on the passage ; and, at 
length, amid new scenes, new toils, anxieties and troubles, the pil- 
grim finds that care rests its eternal burden on man wherever he 
is found, — that earth has no more an Eden. What reeks it? 
The same blue 'aea.ven bends lovhigl) over all the ehi'dren of men. 
New scenes, new hopes, new prospect ~ speedily dim the memory 
of keenest disappointments, of deepest regret-:; and the heart 
transplanted sends out its tendrils in every direction, and learns to 
bloom and grow again. And thus do all of us, each in his ap- 
pointed sphere and season, open new chapters in the great volume 
of human life. 

But let us not contemplate only individual aspects. This life 
of ours has grander proportions, if we can bat. widen the sweep of 
our vision so as to reach its far horizon. Those daily acts, those 
common impulses., which, viewed individually, and with mieroseopic 
or with soulless w'tc, seem insignifieant or trifling, take a diifereui 
aspect if regarded in a more catholic spirit. Those myriad ham- 
mers which, impelled by brawny arms, are ringing out their rude 
melody day by day, contributing to the comfort and sustenance of 
man, — those fleets of hardy fbbcrs now chasing the whale on the 
other side of the glebe to give light, to the city mansion, and celer- 
ity to the wheels of the village factory, — those armies of trappers, 
scattered through the glens of (he lloeky Mountains, eaeh in 
stealthy solitude pursuing his deadly trade, whence dames of Lon- 
don and belles of l.'ekm alike shall borrow warmth and comeliness, 
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— let us contemplate these in their several classes, unmindful of 

the leagues of wood, or plain, ur water, which chance to divide them. 
Readily enough do we perceive :mil acknowledge (lie grandeur of 
the great army -which Heme chic'' or de-pot. assembles and draws out 
to feed his vanity by display, or his ambition by carnage; but the 
larger and nobler armies, whose weapons are the mattock and the 
spade, who overspread the hills and line the valleys, uulil, beneath 
tlieir rugged skill anil persevering effort, a highway of commerce is 
opened where late the panther leaped, the deer disported, — is not 
theirs the nobler spectacle, more worthy of lite orator's apostrophe, 
the poet's song ? Let us look boldly, broadly out en nature's wide 
domain. Let us note the irregular yet persistent advance of the 
pioneers of civilization, the forest conquerors, before- whoso lusty 
Strokes and sharp blades the century- crow nod wood-monarchs, rank 
after rank, comb crushing to the earth. From age to ago have 
they kept apart the soil and the sunshine, as they shall do no 
longer. Onward, still onward pours the army of axe-men, and 
still before them how their stubborn foes. But yesterday, their 
advance was cheeked by the Ohio; to-day, it. has crossed the Mis- 
souri, the Kansas, and is last on the heels of the flying buffalo. 
In the eye of a true discernment, what host of Xerxes or L'iesar, 
of Frederick or Napoleon, ever equalled this in majesty, in great- 
ness of conquest, or in true glory? 

The mastery of man over nature, ■ — ■ this is an inspiring truth, 
which wo must not suffer, from its familiarity, to lose its force. 
By the might of. his intellect, man has not merely made the ele- 
phant his drudge, the lion hts diversion, the whale his magazine, 
but even the subtlest, and most terrible of the elements arc the 
submissive instruments of his will. Ho turns aside or garners up 
the lightning; the rivers toil in his workshop ; the tides of ocean 
boar his burdens : the hurricane rages for his use and profit. Fire 
and water struggle for mastery that lie may be whisked over hill 
and valley with the celerity of the sunbeam. The stillness of the 
forest midnight is broken by the snort of the iron horse, as lie drags 
the long train from lakes to osca-ii with a slave's docility, a giant's 
strength. Up the lor.g hill be labors, over the 'deep glen he skims 
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the tops of the tall trees swaying a.round avid below his narrow 
path. His sharp, quick breafhing speaks iiin impetuous progress; 
a stream of Urc rellccts its omirs.fi. On (lushes the resistless, tire- 
less stood, mid the morrow's sun shall find him at rest in some far 
mart of commerce, and (lie partakers of his wizard journey scat- 
tered to their vocations of Irado or pleasure, uothiuling of their 
night's adventure. What has old romance wherewith to match 
the every-day realities of the nineteenth century? 



1VAK WITH FRANCE. — J". I 



T'lLANCK has been placed before the wcvld by her rulers in the 
most false position era' occupied by a brave and gallant nation. 
She believes herself to be insulted; and what is the consequence? 
She refuses to pay a debt now admitted to be just by all the 
branches of her government. Her wounded feelings sire ostium toil 
by dollars and cents; and she withholds twenty -five millions of 
francs, due to a foreign nation, to soothe ber injured pride. Hew 
are tho mighty fallen! Truly it may ho said the days of her 
chivalry are gone. Have the pride and the genius of Napoleon 
left no traces of the ni selves under (he constitutional monarchy? 
In private life, if you are insulted by an individual to whom you 
are indebted, what is tho first impulse of a man of honor? To 
owe no pecuniary obligation lo tho man who has wounded your 
feelings ; to pay him tho debt instantly, and to demand reparation 
for the insult ; or, at (he least, to hold no friendly communication 
with him afterwards. 

The only question with you now, is not one of substance, but 
merely whether those explanations arc in proper form. But in 
regard to the United States, the question is far different. What is 
with you mere etiquette, is a question of life and death to them. 
Let the president of the United States make (he apology which you 
havedieuiledJct him once admit tin: right of a foreign government 
to question his- messages to (Jointress, and to demand explanations 
of any language at which (hoy may choose to take offence, and 
12 
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their independent existence as a government, to that extent, is 
virtually destroyed. 

We must remember that France may yield with' honor ; we 
never can without disgrace. Will she yield? That is the ques- 
tion. She must still believe that the people of this country are 
divided in opinion in regard to the firm maintenance of their rights. 
In this she will find herself entirely mistaken. But should Con- 
gress, at the present session, refuse to sustain the president, by 
adopting measures of defence, — should ihe precedent of the last 
session bo followed Ibv the present year, then I shall entertain the 
most gloomy forebodings. The father of his country has informed 
lis that the best mode of preserving peace is to be prepared for 
war. I firmly believe, therefore, that, a unanimous vote of the sen- 
ate In favor of the resolutions now before them, to follow to Europe 
the acceptance of the mediation, would, almost to a certainty, ren- 
der it successful. It would be an act of the soundest policy, as 
well as of the highest patriotism. It would prove, not that we 
intend to menace France, because such an attempt would bo ridic- 
ulous, but that the American people arc unanimous in the asser- 
tion of their rights, and have resolved to prepare for the worst. 
A French fleet is now hovering upon our coasts ; and shall we sit 
still, with an overflowing treasury, and leave our country defence- 
less ? This will never be said with truth of the American Con- 

If war should come, — which God forbid, — if France should still 

persist in her efforts to degrade the American people in the person 
of their chief magistrate, we may appeal to Heaven for the justice 
of our cause, and look forward with confidence to victory from that 
Being in whose hands is the destiny of nations. 



POPULAK EXCITEMENT IN ELECTIONS. - G. McDuffit. 

I NOt only maintain that the people are exempt from the charge 

of violence, but that there is a tendency to carry the feeling of 

indifference to publio affairs to a dangerous extreme. From the 
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peculiar structure and commercial spirit of modern society, and 
the facilities presented in our country (or tin; acquisition of ■ 
wealth, the eager pursuit of gain predominates over our concern 
for the aflairs of the republic. This is, perhaps, our national 
foible. Wealth is the object of our idolatry ; and oven liberty is 
worshipped in the form of property. Although this spirit, by 
Stla-ulatmg industry, ii unquestionably excellent. In Itself, yet it is 
to be apprehended that, in a period of peace and tranquillity, it 
will become too strong tor patriot ism, and produce the greatest of 
national evils — popular apathy. 

We have been frequently told that the farmer should attend to 
his plough, and the mechnuio to his handicraft, during the canvass 
for the presidency. A more dangerous doctrine could not be 
inculcated. Tf there is any spectacle from the contemplation of 
which I would shrink with peculia.i' horror, if would be that of the 
great mass of the American people sunk into a profound apathy on 
the subject of their highest: political interests. Such a spectacle 
would be mere portentous to ihc eye of intelligent patriotism, than 
all the monsters of the earth, and fiery signs of the heavens, to the 
eye of trembling superstition. If the people could be indifferent 
to the fate of a contest for the presidency, they would be unworthy 
of freedom. If i were to perceive them sinking into this apathy, 
I would even apply the power of political galvanism, if such a 
power could be found, to rouse them, from their fatal lethargy. 
Keep the people quiet! Peace! peace! Such are the whispers . 
by which the people are to be lulled to sleep, in the very crisis 
of their highest concerns. " You make a solitude, and call it 
peace! " Peace? 'Tis death! Take away all interest from tlic 
people in the election of their chief ruler, and liberty is no more. 
What is to be the consequence ? If the people do not elect tho 
president, somebody must. There is no special providence to 
decide the question. Who, then, is to make the election, and how 
will it operate ? You throw a general paralysis over the body 
politic, and excite a morbid action in particular members. The 
general patriotic excitement, of' the people, in relation to the elec- 
tion of the president, is as essential to the health and energy of the 
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political system, as circulation of tins blood is (o the health and 
energy of the natural body. Check that circulation, and you 
iuevitablyprodii.ee local infUiimnuLioti, gangrene, and, ultimately, 
death. Make the j-icojjIg indifferent, destroy their legitimate influ- 
ence, and yon conimmiieiiie a. morbid violence to the efforts of these 
who are ever ready to assume the control of such affairs, — the 
mercenary in! rumors a::d interested oflice-l unit ere of the country. 
Tell me not of popular violence ! Show me a hundred political 
faction is is, — men who look to the election of a president as the 
means of gtatiiVing iheir high or their hf-v a;a!iii'en. — and I v.- ill 
show you the very materials for a mob, ready for any desperate 
adventure connected with their common .Ibrluncii. The reason of 
this extraordinary excitement is obvious. Tt, is a matter of self- 
interest, of personal ambition. The people can have no such 
motives. They look only to the in'erest and glory of the country. 



THE SPIRIT OF 1IU.1I.AX 7,1 [JiHlTT. — D. Wtbsler. 

T.tir spirit of human liberty and of free government, nurtured 
and grown info sr:vng:.'a and beauty in America, lias stretched its 
course into the midst of the nations.] Like an emanation from 
heaven, it. has gone forth, and it will not return void. It must 
change, it is fast changing, the titce of the earth. Our great, our 
high duty is to show, in our own examples, thsit. this spliuf is a 
spirit of health as well as a spirit of power; that its benignity is 
as great as its strength; that its efficiency to secure individual 
rights, social relations, and moral order, is equal to (he irresistible 
force with which it prostrates principalities and powers. The 
world, at this moment, is regarding us with a, willing, but some- 
thing of a fearful, admiration. Its deep and awful anxiety is to 
learn, whether free states may be stable as well as froo ; whether 
popular power may lie trusted as well as feared ; — in short, whether 
wise, regular and virtuous self-government is a vision for the con- 
templation of theorists, or a truth, established, illustrated, and 
brought into practice, in the country of Washington. 
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For the earth which we inhabit, and the whole allele of the sun, 
for all the unborn races of mankind, we seem to hold in our hands, 
for their weal or woe, the fate of this experiment. If we fail, who 
shall venture the repetition ? If our example shall prove to he one, 
not of encouragement, but of terror, — not fit to be imitated, but 
lit only to be shunned, — where else shall the world look for free 
models ? If this great western sun he struck out of the firma- 
ment, at what other fountain sliall the lamp of liberty hereafter be 
lighted ? What other orb shall emit a ray to glimmer, even, on 

ill-;: d:ill,i:0>S of tile world? 



TUE DESTINY OP THE UNITED STATES. — II. W. Billiard. 

When Oregon shall he in our possession, when we shall have 
established a profitable trade with China through her ports, when 
our ships traverse the Pacific as they now cross the Atlantic, and 
all the countless con serpen oca of such a state of things begin to 
flow in upon us, then will be fulfilled that vision which rapt and 
filled the mind of Nunez as lie gazed over the placid waves of the 
Pacific. 

I will now address- myself for a moment to the moral aspect of 
this groat question. Gentlemen have talked much and eloquently 
about the horrors of war. I should regret the necessity of a war ; 
I should deplore its dreadful scenes; — but if the possession of 
Oregon gives lis a territory opening upon the nation prospects 
such as I describe, and if, for the simple exercise of our rights in 
regard to it, Great Britain .should wage war upon us,- — an unjust 
war, — the regret which every one must feel will, at least, have 
much to counterbalance it. One of England's own writers has 
said : " The possible destiny of the United States of America, as a 
nation of one hundred millions of freemen, stretching from the 
Atlantic to the Puellic, living under the laws of Alfred, and speak- 
ing the language of Shakspeare and Milton, is an august Gon- 
itis an august mneeplioit, Eindy embodied; and I trust in God 
12* 
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thatit will, nt no distant i.iinc, become a reality, I trust (but the 
world will see, through nil time, our pimple living, not only under 
the laws of Alfred, but that they will bo heart! t;i spea.k, through - 
out our wide-spread borders, f.bo language of Shakspeare ;uid 
Milton. Above all, is it my prayer that, as long as our posterity 
shall continc to inhabit those mountains and plains, and hills and 
valleys, they may be found living under tins -acred institutions of 
Christianity. Pur. ilic.se things toother, and what a picture do 
they present to the mental eye! Civilization and intelligence 
started in the East; they have travelled, and are still travelling, 
westward ; but when they shall have completed the circuit of the 
earth, and readied the ext.reiuest verge of the Pacific shores, then, 
unlike the fabled god of ilie ancients, who dipped his glowing axle 
in the western wave, they will take up their permanent abode. ; 
then shall wo enjoy ilie sublime destiny of reluming these bless- 
ing-; to their ancient seat ; then will if. he ours 10 give t.lie priceless 
benefits of our tree institutions, anil the pare and bcali.bliil light 
of the gospel, hack to the dark family which has so long lost both 
truth and freedom; then may Christianity plant herself' there, 
and while with one hand she points to the Polynesian Isles, rejoic- 
ing in the late-recovered tre.is.ivrc of revealed truth, with the other 
present the Bible to the Chinese. It is our duty to aid in this 
great work. I trust we shall esteem it as much our honor as our 
duty. Let us not, like some of the British missionaries, give them 
the Bible in one hand and opium in the other, but bless them only 
with the pure word of .truth. I hope the day is not distant, — 
soon, soon may its dawn arise ! — to slicd upon the farthest and the 
most benighted of nations the splendor of more than a tropical sun. 



THE NATIONAL DEFENCES. — F. piorcc. 

Is this age of progress, in this land of invention and almost 
boundless resources, we are not the people to stand still. We 
have not stood still. But while individual enterprise has kept 
pace, in all the various pursuits of life, with the best improvements 
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of the day, It must be a.dmitf.ed, considering our position upon the 
globe, — the immense extent, of our maritime frontier, — the mode 
in which wo must be assailed, if evor successfully, by a foreign foe, 
— the easy !Le cess to our most eonimuudiu:.; hai/bors,— - the vast 
importance and ex-posed condition of our jii'cal commercial cities, 
especially since the successful application of KVra.ni -power to ocean 
navigation,- — that vre have boon singularly regardless of the 
Improvements v.diieh in oilier countries, especially in France and 
Iingland, have been and are rapidly changing the character of mil- 
itary operations, offensive and defensive, both on the land and on 
the sea. 

There are some things about the military defences of this coun- 
try which may bo considered as si: [.lied. I regard it as certain 
that no large standing army is ever to be maintained here, in time 
of peaeo, while our free institutions remain unshaken. In this we 
differ entirely from those nations with whom, from our position 
and political relations, we are in the greatest danger of a collision. 
It, is equally cervain, in my judgment, that, slatioc.an fortliications, 
in the best condition, witli abundance of mx/crifJ, and well manned, 
will prove entirely inadequate to the delbnce of oven our large 
commercial cities. Tt must be regarded as not, less clear, that no 
foreign power ran over embark in this Quixotic enterprise of r.on- 
'l>Mjri:i:; this country ; unless Its eonst'tutioii sliall i.iiv,t be trampled 
in the dust by its children. Such a project, can never be soberly 
contemplated while we are a united people. During our devolu- 
tion, — in the weakness of our infancy.- — the invaders could 
Scarcely command more ground than they were able immediately 
to occupy. 

The leading pairposes of an enemy will be, by the celeiaty and 
boldness of his movements on our coast, to keep up a constant, 
alarm ; to harass and cut off our commerce ; to destroy our naval 
depots and public works; and, if possible, to lay our great com- 
mercial cities under contribution or in ashes. It is against prompt 
movements and vigorous exertions for objects like these, that we 
should prepare and provide. France and England have, and 
always must maintain, large an 1 well -appointed standing armies; 
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they are the indispensable appendages of rovnl power a sal doiuin- 
1011, without which no monarch in I'iurope can retain his crown a 
single year. They have not only armies, hut they have now the 
means of planting them upon our shores, — nay, of quartering 
them, in the heart of our cities, — before \vc can set in order our 
insufficient :md now deserted fortress, or rail into the field any 
effective force, organized as our militia at present is. Indeed, in 
soma of the states there is no organisation whatever ; it is wholly 
disbanded, end men, whoso {homdits were never elevaf ed above the 
conb.-mplatma of loss and gain, arc out in the newspapers with 
their calculations lo show rzarJ.bj how many dollars and cents may 
be saved annually by the " dishandinent " of this aaf'e and sure 
auxiliary in our national defence. 

I. cannot lie'.]) .fee-ling sivon;/!;/ upon ibis subject, because T have 
witnessed the deep lethargy in which Lbo spirit of Lbe nation, easily 
roused to everything else, has seemed to slumbci' here. Within 
the last few years war-clouds ha.ve lowered most portentously upon 
our horizon, and on one or two occasion'- seemed ready to burst, 
and scatter far and wide the calamities of that dreadful scourge. 
What was [.be ottbe: upon the government, and the country, when, 
upon the question of vi'incy, wo wero upon the eve of a war with 
one of the most, powerful and gallant m.tions of the earth? Did 
we manifest a willingness to apply our money in preparation for 
tho contest? No! There was, as usual, no want of patriotic 
demonstration in the way of speeches, but, I hoy wore followed by 
nothing like decisive action. Through the country tliere appeared 
to bo a profound repose, and blind Irnsllng l.o hick, in the face of 
admitted imminent danger, Tn the benellcent ordination of Prov- 
idence, and through the energy and wisdom of that extraordinary 
man, who always proved equal lo great occasions, Ihe impending 
danger was happily averted. . 

How was it more recently, when, for a long time, there had 
been a quasi war a'.oug our whole bonier, from St. John's to the 
lakes? In what condition did the evening of the '.b\ of March, 
I83i), find the country ? In wliat state did it. find us in our places 
here? Like the nation generally — calm and undisturbed. Sen- 
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ators then present will not soon forget the scene blutt followed the 
arrive of the eastern mail tliai. night, Tlie stirring report soon 
passed around the chamber, "There haw been a battle upon our 
eastern frontier; tin; blood of our citizens has been shed upon our 
own soil!" A change came over 1-1 : o spirit of our dream. Every 
countenance wii:j lighted up with high excitement. - We were at 
last, when the strange spoil of lan-icl seourivy eould no longer 
bind ns, roused as from the delusion of a oharm; we awoke as 
from the trance of years; as from a dream we opened our eyes 
upon a full view of the nearness ami magnitude of our danger. I 
shall never forget llio bearing, on that occasion, nor the burning 
words of an honorable senator on the other side of the chamber, 
not now in his place. He seemed to feel that, by our culpable 
neglect to provide ' be means of defence, we had invited aggression, 
and that wo ought ourselves to take our places in the fiercest of tlio 
eddying storm which, it was then supposed, had already burst upon 
our border brethren. What was done? All that could be done 
under the circumstances. The constitutional term of one branch 
of Congress had but a few more hours to run. There was little 
time for deli be rati on ; bet we showed that there was one contin- 
gency in which we could merge overythiag like parly, and present 
an unbroken front. Wo passed a bill, p!aeiu<;; at the disposal of 
the president, the whole militia of the United States, to be com- 
pelled to seiwe for a term not exceeding six months; to raise fifty 
thousand volunteers ; to equip, man, and employ in active service 
all the naval Perce of (lie t.'nited States; and to build, purchase ov 
charter, arm, equip and man sueh vessels and steamboats on the 
northern lakes and rivers, whose wasters communicated with the 
United States and Great Britain, as he should deem necessary. 
This fearful responsibility was ea«t upon one individual. This 
vast command, with l.sn millions of dollars to make it e'festnal, 
was com mi Lied to the sole discretion and patriotism of the presi- 
dent. No man who loves bis country can but deprecate the neces- 
sity of plaeiog such tremendous ami fearful powers in the hands 
of one man, however wise ami disinterested. 

I warn the people again-t aminor sueh crisis. Sooner or later 
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it will come, and perhaps unattended by that good fortune which 
has thus far borne us on in peace. At all events, it is the most 

lata! temerity to depend upon it, and neglect t!ic necessary prepa- 
rations. We should provide our harbors, in addition to the sta- 
tionary fortifications, with the best flouting defences known to the 
world. We should make our navy apasl at least to one sixth of 
that of Great .lirifaiu. We should provide for an organization of 
the militia to be efficient and uniform throughout the Union. 
Thus prepared, with our large cities, in a suitable slate of defence, 
and with six hundred thousand disciplined citizen soldiers, so 
enrolled and organized as to admit, of beim? promptly mustered and 
called into the field, we -hull be ready for the (\miiiet whfoh. under 
such circumstances, will hardly be pressed upon us. 



AXXTVEP.SARY Of Till; liOFT'jX V.,\f.\t:.]U'.. .1. IIV-™,. 

You have, my friends and countrymen, frustraied llie desgris 
of your enemies, by your unanimity and fori.il.ndo ; it was your 
union and determined spirit which expelled those troops who pol- 
luted your si reefs with innocent blood. You have appointed this 
anniversary as a standard memorial of Hie bloody consequences of 
placing an armed force in :i populous city, and of your deliverance 
from the dangers which then seemed to hang over your heads ; 
and I am confident that you will never betray llie least want of 
spirit when called upon to guard your freedom. None bul they 
who set a just value upon the blessings of liberty are worthy to 
enjoy her; your illustrious lathers were her zealous votaries;. — 
when the blasting frowns of tyranny drove her from public view, 
they clasped her in their arms ; they cherished her in their gen- 
erous bosoms : they brought her safe over llie rough ocean, and 
fixed her seat in this then dreary wilderness: they nursed her 
infant age with the most tender care; for ber sahe, they patiently 
bore the severest hardships; for her support, they underwent the 
most rugged toils; in her defence, they boldly encountered the 
most alarming dangers; neither the ravenous hearts that ranged 



H 03 tcd by Google 



QTJENCE. 143 

the woods for prey, nor the more furious savages of the wilderness, 
could damp their ardor ! Whilst with one hand they broke the 
stubborn glebe, with the other they grasped their weapons, ever 
ready to protect her from danger. No sacrifice, not even their 
own blood, was esteemed too rich a libation for her altar. God 
prospered their valor; they preserved her brilliancy unsullied; 
they enjoyed her whilst they lived, and, dying, bequeathed the 
dear inheritance to your care. And, as they left you this glorious 
legacy, they have undoubtedly transmitted (o you some portion of 
their noble spirit, to inspire you with virtue to merit her, and 
courage to preserve her. You surely cannot, with such examples 
before your eyes as every page of the history of this country 
affords, suffer your liberties to be ravished from you by a lawless 
force, or cajoled away by flattery and fraud. 

The voice of your fathers' blood cries to you from the ground, 
My sons, scorn to be slaves! In vain we met the frowns of 
tyrants ; in vain we crossed the boisterous ocean, found a new 
world, and prepared it for the happy residence of liberty; in vain 
we toiled, in vain we fought, wc bled in vain, if you, our offspring, 
want valor to repel the assaults of her invaders ! Stain not the 
glory of your worthy ancestors; but, like them, resolve never to 
part with your birthright. Be wise in your deliberations, and deter- 
mined in your exertions for the preservation of your liberties. 
Follow not the dictates of pnssiori, but enlist yourselves under the 
sacred banner of reason. Use every method in your power to secure 
your rights. At least, prevent the curses of posterity from being 
heaped upon your memories. 

If you, with united zeal and fortitude, oppose the torrent of 
Oppression ; if you feel tho true fire of patriotism burning in 
your breasts; if you from your souls despise tho most gaudy 
dress that slavery can wear ; if you really prefer the lonely cottage 
(whilst blessed with liberty) to gilded palaces, surrounded with 
the ensigns of slavery, — you may have the fullest assurance that 
tyranny, with her wholo accursed train, will hide their hideous 
heads in confusion, shame and despair. If you perform your part, 
you must have the strongest confidence that the same Almighty 
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Being, who protected your pious and venerable forefathers, who 
enabled them to kirn a barren wilderness inio a fruitful field, who 
so often made bare his arm for their salvation, will still be mindful 
of you, their offspring. 

May this Alniiuai.y- I'vivi^ gracicusly preside in all our councils. 
May ho direct us to such measures as he himself shall approve, and 
be pleased to bless. May we ever be a people favored of God. 
May our land be a land of liberty, the seat of virtue, the asylum 
of the oppressed, a name and a praise in the whole earth, until the 
last shook of time shall bury the empires of Hie world in one com- 
mon, undistinguished ruin ! 



THE PERMANTl-WU OF AVICKIOAX LIBERTY. — 67. McDugie. 

Tub election of a chief magistrate by the mass of the people of 
an extensive community, was, to the most enlightened nations of 
antiquity, a political impossibility. Destitute of the art of print- 
ing, they could not have hit reduce J the representative principle into 
their political system?, even if they had understood it. la tie 
very nature of things, (ha! principle can only be coextensive with 
popular intelligence. In this respect, the art of printing, more 
than any invention since the creation of man, is destined to change 
and elevate the political conJiiion of society. It has given a new 
impulse to the energies of the human mind, and opens new and 
brilliant destinies to modern republics, which were utterly unat- 
tainable bv the anciems. The existence of a country population, 
scattered over a. vast extent of territory, as m'Jch iy-it. as the pop- 
ulation of the cities, is a phenomenon which was utterly and neces- 
sarily unknown to the freestateaof sntiqnily. All the intelligence 
which controller: the destiny and upheld the dominion of republican 
Rome was confined to the walls of the great city. Even when 
her dominion extended beyond Italy to the utmost known limits 
of the inhabited world, the city was the esclusivo seat both of 
intelligence and empire. Without tlie art of printing, and the con- 
sequent advantages of a free press, that habitual and incessant 
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uctionof m! ml upon mind, which it; essential to ill! human improve- 
ment, could no more exist among a. numerous and scattered popu- 
lation, than the commerce of disconnected coutltionts could traverse 
the ocean without the art ol' na\igal!on. Hero, then, is the sourco 
of our superiority, anil our just, pride as a nation. The statesmen 
of the remotest extremes of the Union can converse together, like 
the philosophers- of Athens in the same porlieo, or tin: politician;: 
of Rome in the same forum. Distance is overcome, and the citi- 
zens of Georgia, and of Alain-; can he brought to cooperate in the 
same great object, with as per far. a community of views and feel- 
ings as actuated the tribes of Rome in the assemblies of the 
people. It is obvious that liberty has a more extensive and dura- 
ble foundation in the United States than it ever has had in any 
other age or country. By the reprise;)', alive principle, — a prin- 
ciple unknown and impracticable anions uie ancients, — the whole 
mass of society is brought to operate in con-jlruining the action of 
power and in the conservation of public liberty. 



THE EXPERIMENT OP SHLF-CiOVEEii'MEXT. — B. Everett. 
We are summoned to new energy and zeal by the high nature 
of the experiment we are appointed in Providence to make, and 
the grandeur of the theatre on which it. is to be performed. When 
the Old World ;■ Ifaded no longer any hope, it pleased Heaven to 
open this last refuge of humanity, '('lie attempt has begun, and 
is going on, (hi: from foreign corruption, on the broadest scale, and 
under the most benignant auspices ; and it certainly rests with us 
to solve the great problem in human society, to settle, and that 
forever, the momentous quciliom whether mankind can be trusted 
with a purely popular system. One might almost think, without 
extravagance, that the departed wise and good of all places and 
times are looking down from their happy seats to witness what 
shall now be done by us ; that they, who lavished their treasures 
and their blood of old, who labored and suffered, who spake rind 
wrote, who fought and perished, in the one great cause of freedom 
13 
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and truth, arc now hanging from their orbs on high, over the last 
solemn experiment of humanity. As I have wandered over the 
spots once the scone of their labors, and muse J among the pros- 
tyle columns of llieir senate-bouses and forums, I have seemed 
almost to hoar a voice from the tombs of departed ages, from the 
sepulchres of the nations which died before the sight, They 
exhort us, they adjure us to be faithful to our trust. They 
implore us, by the long trials of struggling humanity; by the 
blessed memory of [be departed ; by the dear faith which has been 
plighted by pure hands to the holy cause of truth and man; by 
the awful secrets of the prison-houses wliere the sens of freedom 
have been immured; by the noble heads which have been brought 
to the block ; by ilic wrecks of time ; by the eloquent ruins of 
nations, — they conjure us not to quench the light which is rising' 
on the world. Greece cries to us, by the convulsed lips of her 
poisoned, dying Demosthenes ; and Home pleads with us in the 
mule persuasion of bur inamded Tully. 

In that high romance, if romance it be, in which the great 
minds of antiquity sketched the lot-tunes of the ages to come, they 
pictured to themselves a iayon:;! region beyond the ocean, a land 
of equal laws and happy men. The primitive poets beheld it in 
the islands of the blest ; the Doric bards surveyed it, in the hyper- 
borean regions; the sage of the academy placed it in the lost 
Atlantis; and even the sterner spirit of Seneca could discern a 
fairer abode of humanity in distant regions then unknown. We 
look back upon these uninspired predictions, and almost recoil from 
the obi initio! i* they imply. By us must these fair visions bo real- 
ized; by us ma-it be i'ul-ilicd these higii promises, which burst in 
trying hour:: from the longing hearts of the champions of truth, 
There are no more continents or worlds to be revealed; Atlantis 
hath arisen from the ocean; the finhest Tlrile is reached; there 
are no more retrea's beyond the sea, no more di sen varies, no more 
hopes. Here, then, a mighty work is to bo fulfilled, or never, by 
the race of mortals. The man, who looks with tenderness on the 
sufferings of good men in other times; the descendant of the Pil- 
grims, who cbuii; ''!■■ i !:.: memory of his fathers ; the patriot, who 
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focls an honest glow at the majesty of the system of which he is a 
member ; the scholar, who beholds with rapture tlic long-sealed 
book of unprejudiced truth expanded io all to read; — these arc 
they by whom these auspices arc to bo accomplished. Yes, breth- 
ren, it is by the intellect of the country that the mighty mass is 
to be inspired, that its parts arc to communicate and sympathise, 
its bright progress; lube adorned with becoming refinements, its 
strong sense uttered, its character relies ted, its feelings Interpreted 
to its own children, to other regions, and to after ages. 

Meantime, the years arc rapidly passing away and gathering 
importance in their course. With the present year will be com- 
pleted the half century from that most, important era in human 
history, tlio commencement of our Revolutionary War. The 
' jubilee of our national existence is at hand. 

The sp;;ee of lime thai. h;;s elapsed ironi that momentous date, 
has laid down in the dust, which the blood of many of them had 
already hallowed, most of the great, men to whom, under Providence, 
we owe our national existence and privilege*. A few still survive 
among us to reap the rich fruits of their labors and sufferings ; 
and one has yielded himself to the united voice of a people, and 
returned in his age to receive the gratitude of the nation to whom 
he devoted his youth. 

Welcome, friend of our lathers, to our shores ! Happy are our 
eyes that behold those venerable features. Enjoy a triumph, such 
as never conqueror or monarch enjoyed, — the assurance that 
throughout America there is not a bosom, which docs not beat with 
joy and gratitude at the sound of your name. You have already- 
met and saluted, or will soon meet, the few that remain of the 
ardent patriots, prudent counsel Sovs, and brave ivarriors, with 
whom you wore associated in achieving our liberty. But you 
have looked round in vain for the faces of many who would have 
lived years of pleasure on a day like this with their old companion 
in arms and brother in peril. Lincoln, and Greene, and Knox, 
and Hamilton, are gene ; the heroes of Saratoga arid Y ork to ivn 
have fallen before i.'ae only tee- they could not meet. Above all, 
the first of heroes and of men, the friend of your youth, tho more 
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than friend of his country, rests in tbe bosom of the soil he 
redeemed. On the banks of his Potomac he lies in glory and 
peace. You will revisit the hospitable shades of Mount Vernon, 
but him whom you venerated as we did, you will not meet at its 
door. His voice of consolation, which readied you in the Austrian 
dungeons, cannot now break its silence, to bid you welcome to his 
own roof. But the grateful children of America will bid you 
welcome, in his name. Welcome, thrice welcome to our shores ! 
and whithersoever throughout the limits of the continent your 
course shall take you, the ear that hears you shall bless you, the 
eye that sees you shall bear witness to you, and every tongue 
exclaim, with heartfelt joy, Welcome, welcome, Lafayette ! 



NORTHERN LAEOEJJ1HS. — C. C. JVajfor. 
The-: sroiiLlumtni has iii^coticeived the spirit and tendency of 
northern institutions. He is ignorant of northern character. He 
has forgotten the history of his country. Preach insurrection to 
the northern laborers! Who are the northern laborers? The 
history of your country is their history. The renown of your 
country is their renown. The brightness of their doings is embla- 
zoned on its every page. Blot from your annals the deeds and the 
doings of northern laborers, and the history of your country pre- 
sents but a universal blank. 

Who was he that disarmed the thunderer; wrested from his 
grasp the bolts of Jove; calmed the troubled ocean; became the 
eentral sun of the philosophical system of his age, shedding his 
brightness and effulgence on the whole civilized world ; whom the 
great and mighty of the earth delighted to honor; who partici- 
pated in the achievement of your independence; prominently 
assisted in moulding your free institutions, aud the beneficial effects 
of whoso wisdom will bo felt to the last moment of "recorded 
time"? Who, I ask, was he? A northern laborer, a Yankee 
tallow-chandler's son, a printer's runaway boy ! 

And who, let me ask the honorable gentleman, who was he that 
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in the days of our Revolution, led forth a northern army, — yes, 
an army of northern laborers, — anil aided the chivalry of South 
Carolina in thou 1 defence against Uriiish aggression, drove the 
spoilers from their firesides, and redeemed her fair field/- from 
foreign invaders ? Who was he ? A northern laborer, a Rhode 
Island blacksmith, — the gallant General Greene, —who left hie 
hammer and his forge, and went forth conquering and to conquer 
in the battle for our independence ! And will you preach insur- 
rection to men like thaw ? 

Our country is full of the achievements of northern laborers! 
Where are Concord, and Lexington, and Princeton, and Trenton, 
and Saratoga, and Bunker Hill, but in the north? And what baa 
shed, an imperishable renown on the never-dying mines of those 
hallowed spot,-;, but the blood and the struggles, the high daring 
and patriotism, and sublime courage, of northern laborers? The 
whole north is an everlasting monument of the freedom, virtue, 
intelligence, and indomitable independence of northern laborers! 
Go, preach insurrection to men like these! 

The fortitude of the men of the north, under intense ,-nfl'ering 
for liberty's sake, has boon almost godlike! History has so 
recorded it. Who comprised thai aaliaul- army, that, without 
food, without pay, shelterless, shoeless, penniless, and almost 
naked, in that dreadful winter, — the nmln'ghi of our Involution, 
— whose wanderings could be traced by their blood- tracks in tho 
snow, whom no arts could i,ed.iee. no appeal ler.d astray, no suffer- 
ings disaffect, but who, true to their country and its holy cause, 
continued to fight the good fight of liberty, until it finally tri- 
umphed ? Who were these men ? Why, northern laborers ! 



THE MILITIA OF THE REVOLUTION. — if, HMard. 

Mo body of troops were aiorcpi-trietie, no men were more ardent 
n the prosecution of the war of the Revolution, no men in the 
iiiblie service endured more or suffered more, no men were clothed 
ess, fed less, or paid less than they were. In every point of view 
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they have as strong claims upon the justice and gratitude of the 

country as any of the surviving soldiers of the Revolution. 

The peculiar services and sacrifices of (lie militia during the war 
of the Involution give to that class a powerful claim upon the 
justice of the common country. I'or these services, for these sac- 
rifices, they could not have been paid. The debt is yet due; it 
still remains unsatisfied ; and, on every consideration, the militia 
are equally well entitled to the benefit of the pension system as 
any other class of revolutionary soldiers. 

It was the pure patriotism, it was the unwavering devotion to 
the best interests of the republic, it was the virtue and the valor 
of the militia, that gave to our cause an impulse which was irre- 
sistible, an impulse which the whole physical force, of England, 
aided by her subsidized Hessians, proved wholly incompetent to 
control and to vanquish. 

The battles of Lexington, Concord, Bunker Hill, taught the 
enemy that the soil of freemen could not be iuvaded with impu- 
nity, that the spirit of freemen could never be subdued by skill 
however consummate, by force however powerful. The enemy then 
saw and felt too much not to believe that the sacred soil of freedom 
might, be run over, but could not be conquered. Were it neces- 
sary to advert to events to show forth the value of the militia, I 
would direct your attention to every great battle that was fought 
in the war of the Revolution. 

At the north, it was the militia that gave a turn to our hostile 
operations whieh inspired confidence in the cause of America. The 
battle of Bennington, under the brave Stark, of my own state, with 
his regiments of militia, after a series of disaster, and defeat had 
attended the army In Canada and upon the lakes, served to ani- 
mate the drooping spirit of despondency, to till the soul of patri- 
otism with hope, with confidence, with courage. 

In tho south as well as in the north the militia of the country 
was equally distinguished for the purity of its patriotism and the 
ardor of its zeal. If any invidious foe to our country iias cast 
imputations upon the bravery and the conduct of our militia at 
any particular period of that war, it should be replied, that want 
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of discipline, not want of heroism, suh'.cetel onr militia, in certain 
memorable ba.ti.Ios, to groat t! : sad vantages. ■ 

Tli;.-iv was no co war.; I it:-;', no treachery in the composition of tho 
militia. In every battle fought, in every victory won, they were 
breast to breast, side by si Jo, with st.iit.ii and continental troops. 
When the enemy of the country cried "havoc, and let slip the dogs 
of war," the militia came forth in their might. All the battles of 
"J 775, before a regular army could Imve been organised, — of Lex- 
ington, of Bunker Hill, of Tioonderoga, of St. John's and of Nor- 
folk, — evince the most unwavering courage and conduct. If a 
doubt could bo supposed to exist ns t.o the value of the militia ser- 
vice in the war of the Revolution, I would refer to the battlea 
of Fort Moultrie, of Bennington, of Saratoga., of Long Island, of 
Trenton, of Germantown, and of Ycrktown. These engagements 
speak a language which cannot be mistaken, and which will not 
be forgotten. 

We are now happy at home, enjoying every blessing which can 
pertain to freemen. We are respected abroad, participating in 
every right guaranteed to the most honored nation. We cannot 
fail to realize that every interest of our beloved country is most 
prosperous. Every citizen in this great republic Is made secure in 
the enjoyment of all his rights, by tin; moral influence of our free 
Institutions. How wonderful have boon the practical effects of the 
American Revolution ! How groat has been tho advance of our 
general population, the march of improvement, the progress of the 
arts ! Our extended and extending West comes forth in all her 
majesty, in all her physical am! moral, power, t.o hear evidence to 
tho wondering world of the great, and glorious fruits of the Rev- 
olution. The e'auso of learning, the pure spirit of Christianity, 
trace their astonishing advancement to the impulse received in that 
eventful period. The science of self- government, the free institu- 
tions of our land, res: upon a deep and enduring foundation, !a:tl 
in the war of the Revolution. In every latitude, in every region, 
in every part of Christendom, are to b: found tins effects of Amer- 
ican genius, America enterprise, and of American industry. 
And while we contemplate the universal prosperity and happi- 
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ness which pervade our land, can we fail to take a retrospect, and 
bring to mind by whose efforis ami energies, by whose servicer and 
sacrifices, these invaluable blessings have been secured? In the 
dark days of the Revolution our beloved country was poor, of lim- 
ited resources, little able to fulfil to the letter her engagements; 
her soldiers were neither fed nor clothed nor paid according to the 
stipulations of the government; the general currency of the coun- 
try was greatly depreciated. These unfailing friends could not 
at such a time have received their honest, their just demands. 

Neval) ides-, their dewiion to her cause sullerei I no change. 
Through good report and through evil report, in her prosperity 
and in her adversity, they went for their country, and for nothing 
but their country. 

Let u* then unite with one mind and with one heart to effect a 
satisfactory payment of this debt, — a debt which we should most 
willingly admit, a debt which our country is now well able satis- 
factorily to discharge. And shall wo stop, the descendants of our 
revolutionary fathers, the children of the patriots of that day ; 
shall we, freemen, (be native sons of the soil, stop to calculate the 
dollars and cents, the pounds and the pence, which the passage of 
this bill may annually draw from our treasury ? God forbid ! I 
would have never entered upon any such inglorious work, had it 
not been time and again reiterated, that the passage of such a 
bill as this would impoverish our country, bring ruin upon our 
republic. I would pass tins bill, were T certain that the conse- 
quent exaction upon me would require the surrender of the better 
half of my estate. I would then have left the consolation that the 
claims of our revolutionary patriots had been .satisfied, without 
whose trhunpliant elforts everything here would have been value- 
loss; politicsi! fights and political piivi-e^es would have been any- 
thing but political blessings. 

The surviving soldiers of the Revolution have already passed 
that boundary which has been assigned by high authority as the 
duration of human existence. If by reason of their strength they 
should continue until fourscore years, yet will their strength be 
labor and sorrow. They must be soon cutoff; their places will 
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soon know thein no more forever. The day of their departure 
must be at hand; their years uuist lie nearly numbered.. I would 
then most solemnly urge this committee not to delay tlic passage 
of this bill; and my fervent [irayer to the Father of the faithful 
would be, that many may long live 10 enjoy its benefits; that they 
may be induced to call around them their children and their chil- 
dren's children, and by one more patriots <:%vi rivet their affec- 
tions still stronger to the republic, by point-in;; out to them this 
act of the justice and the gratitude of their beloved country. 



TUB FAMINE IN IRELAND. — S. S. Premise. 

There lies upon the other side of the wide Atlantic a beautiful 
island, famous in story and in song. It has given to the world 
more than its shave of ^oru.u= and of greatness. It has been prolific 
in statesmen, warriors, .and poets. Its brave and generous sons 
have fought successfully in all battles but its own. In wit and 
humor it has no equal ; while its harp, like its history, moves to 
tears by its sweet but melancholy pathos. In this fair region God 
has seen fit to send the most terrible of all those fearful ministers 
who fulfil his inscrutable deerees. The earth has failed to give 
her increase; the common mother has forgotten Iter offspring, 
and her breast no longer affords them their accustomed nourish- 
ment. Famine, gaunt and ghastly famine, has seized a nation 
with its strangling grasp; and unhappy Ireland, in the sad woes 
of the present, forgets, for a moment, the gloomy history of the 

In battle, in the fulness of his pride and strength, little recks 
the soldier whether (lie hissing bullet, sing bis sadden requiem, or 
the cords of life are severed by the sharp steel. But he who dies 
of hunger, wrestles alone, Jay after day, with his grim and unre- 
lenting enemy. He has no friends to cheer hiui in the terrible 
conflict; for if he had friends how could he die of hunger? He 
has not the hot blood of the soldier to maintain him; for his foe, 
vain pi re-like, has exhausted his veins. 
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Who will hesitate to give his mite, to avert such awful results? 
Give, then, generously and freely. I'leeolleot. that in so doiii!_< you 
are exercising dug of die .most <rnd;ike 'padities of your nature, 
ami at the same lime enjoying one of the great ok! luxuries of life. 
We ought to thank our Maker that Ho lias permitted tih to exevci;« 
equally with himself iliat noblest of even ike Divine attviliiit.es — 
benevolo nte. Go home and look at your laniily, smiling in rosy 
health, and then think of the pale, fauiine-pinLihed cheeks of the 
poor children of Ireland ; and you will give, according to your 
store, even as a bountiful Providence has given to you, — not 
grudgingly, but with an open hand ; for the quality of benevo- 
lence, like that of mercy, 

" Is not strained; 

it Jr. •;•;■■.' I h like i!k: y:y:::.\:-. r;i,i 1 1 ■■..-. : h:;iv.'n 
Upon the place beneath. It is twiue Messed; 
It Messes him that gives, and kirn that takes." 



CLASSICAL STUDIES —J Sto-j. 

There is not a single nation, from the north to the south of 
Europe, from the bleak shores of this Baltic to the bright plains 
of immortal Italy, wbo.se lil.ciMt.ufc is not imbedded in the very 
elements of classical learning. The liter:; lure of England is, in an 
emphatic sense, the production of her scholars ; of men who have 
cultivated letters in her universities, and colleges, and grammar- 
schools; of men who thought- any life too short, chiefly because it 
left some relie of antiquity unmastercd, and any other fame hum- 
ble, because it. faded in the presence of Koman and (Jreeiau genius. 
He who studios English literature without the lights of classical 
learning, loses half the charms of its sentii cents and style, of its 
force and feelings, of its delicate touches, of its delightful allusions, 
of its illustrative associations. "Who, that reads the poetry of 
Gray, does not feel that it is the refinement of classical taste which 
gives such inexpressible vividness and transparency to his diction? 
Who, that roads the concentrated sense mid melodious versification 
of J)ryden and J 'ope. does not perceive in litem the disuiplo- of the 



H 03 tcd by Google 



old sohool. whose genius was ini'iamod by tlic; heroic vers;, the torso 
satire, and tlie playful wit of antiquity? Who, that meditates 
over the strains of Mihon. does not feel that he drank deep at 



that the fires of his magnificent mind were lighted by coals from 
ancient altars? 

It is no exaggeration to declare, that lie who iropiscs to abolish 
classical studios proposes to render, in a great measure, inert and 
itncdlfying the mass of J:h:;_d:sli literature for three centuries; to 
rob us of the glory of the past, and much of ilic instruction of 
future ages ; to blind us to excellences which few may hope to 
equal, and none to surpass; to annihilate associations whieh are 
interwoven with, our best sentiments, and give to distant times and 
conn trios a presence and reality as if they were in fact his own. 



TUB FREEDOM OF SCIENCE IN AMERICA. — (V. C. Vaylanck. 

TriK i|uii:k and keen sense of so'1-inlerest, that gives stall sagar:- 
ity and energy to the In-ir.ess operai ions of [his country, is equally 
propitious to tin: success of every art, every discovery, invention, 
undertaking, and science, that involves ie it. any amount of prac- 
tical improvement or power. Henee, whatever of theoretical 
science, inventive skill, h^enijus speculation, or reasoning elo- 
quence, can be made to tell upon any of the multitudinous affairs 
making up the business of life, or to minister in any way to the 
increased power or enjoyment of man, will scan find ready atten- 
tion for their claims. Here no prejudices in favor of time-honored 
usages are strong enough long to resist the advance of scientific 
improvement or wise innovation. Society is not divided into 
castes, each one of them watching with jealous vigilance against 
any encroachment of their several exclusive walks by any rude 
intruder from another class, themselves clinging to the settled 
usages and old forms of their own clan, with the steady pertinacity 
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of men whose unexamined prejudices are interwoven with their 
earliest habits and their most valuable personal interests. If Sci- 
ence, descending from her starry throne in the heavens, light the 
student to any discovery or invention in any manner applicable to 
the wants of his fellow-oreatuiea, — if Genius prompt the lofty 
thought, — if love of God or of man inspire the generous design, 
no matter how the novelty may astonish for the moment, no mat- 
ter what prejudices may be shocked, no matter what interests may 
be alarmed and band themselves against the innovator, let him go 
-lie advances to eerlaii: victory. 



v'.ut wrm niAxcE.— j. c. cwwi. 
The first thing that strikes me, sir, in casting my eyes to the 
future, is the ntter impossibility that war, should there unfortu- 
nately be one, can have an honorable termination. The capacity 
of France to inflict injury upon us is ten times greater than ours to 
inflict injuries on her ; while the cost of the war, in proportion to 
her means, would be in nearly the same proportion less than ours 
to our means. Sho has relatively a small commerce to be destroyed, 
while we have the largest in the world, in proportion to our capital 
and population. She may threaten and harass our coast, while 
her own is safe from assault. I do not hesitate to pronounce that 
a war with France will be among the greatest calamities, — greater 
than a war with England herself. The power of the latter to 
annoy us may be greater than that of the former ; but so is ours, 
in turn, greater Id annoy England than France. Nothing can bo 
more destructive to our com mem s ami navigation than for England 
to be neutral while we are belligerent in a contest with such a 
country as France. The whole of our commercial marine, with 
our entire shipping, would pass almost instantly into the hands of 
England. "With the exception of our public armed vessels, there 
would be scarcely a flag of ours afloat on the ocean. We grew 
rich by being neutral while England was belligerent. It was that 
which so suddenly built up the mighty fabric of our prosperity and 
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greatness. Reverse the position : let England be neutral while 
we are belligerent, and the sources of our wealth and prosperity 
would be speedily exhausted. 

In a just and necessary war, all these consequences ought to be 
fearlessly met. Though a friend to peace, when a proper occasion 
occurs I would be among the last to dread the consequences of 
war. I think the wealth and blood of a country are well poured 
out in maintaining a just, honorable, and necessary war ; but, in 
such a war as that with which the country is now threatened, — a 
mere war of etiquette, — a war turning on a question so trivial as 
whether an explanation skill or shall not be given, — no, whether 
it lias or has not been given (for that is the real point on which 
the controversy turns), — to put in jeopardy the lives and property 
of our citizens, and the liberty and institutions of our country, is 
worse than folly, — is madness. I say the liberty and institutions 
of the country. I hold them to be in imminent danger. Suoh 
has been the grasp of executive power, that we have not been able 
to resist its usurpations, even in a period of peace ; and how much 
less shall ivii be able, with the vast: inerensc of power and piurousiffl! 
which a war must confer on that department ? In a sound condi- 
tion of the country, with our institutions in their full vigor, and 
every department confined to its proper sphere, we would have 
nothing to fear from a war with Prance, or any other power ; but 
our system is deeply diseased, and we may fear the worst in being 
involved in a war at such a juncture. 



THE SORVIVOES 01' Till: DEVOLUTION. — B. Everett. 

Let us not forget the men who, when the conflict of counsel was 
over, stood forward in that of arms; yet let me not, by faintly 
endeavoring to sketch, do deep injustice to the story of their 
exploits. The efforts of a life would scarce suffice to paint out 

thin picture in all its astonishing incidents, in all its mingled colors 
of sublimity and woe, of agony and triumph. 

But the age of commemoration is at hand. The voice of our 
14 
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fathers' blood begins to cry to up from beneath the so)! which it 
moistened. Time is briiiging ijrward, in their proper relief, the 
men and the iluwLi of (hat. high-souled day. The generation of 
contemporary worliues is gone; the crowd of the unsigna.lised 
great and good disappears ; ami the loaders in war as well as coun- 
cil arc seen, in Fancy's eye, to take their stations on the mount of 
remembrance. 

They come from the embattled din's of Abraham; they start 
from the heaving sods of Bunker's TTill ; they gather from the 
blazing linos of Saratoga and Yorktown, from the blocd-dycd 
waters of the 11 randy wine, from the dreary snows of Yalley Forgo, 
and all the hard-fought fields of the war. "With all their wounds 
and all their honors, they rise and plead with us for their brethren 
who survive, and hid us, if indeed we cherish the memory of those 
who bled in our cause, to show our gratitude, not by sounding 
words, bit by ^retching oat. the strong arm of the country-' 3 pros- 
perity to help the veteran survivors gently down to their graves. 



AiililL'ULTURE ASD COMMERCE. — /. S. Biwfanaufer. 

No situation in life is so favorable In established habits of virtue, 
and to powerful sentiments of devotion, as a residence in the coun- 
try, and rural occupations. I am not speaking of a condition of 
peasantry, of which in liiis country we know little, who are mere 
vassals of an absent lord.or the hired laborers of an inlcndant, and 
who are, therefore, interested in nothing but the regular receipt 
of their daily wages ; but 1 refer to the honorable character of an 
owner of the soil, whose comforts, whose weight, in the community, 
and whoso very e\istenee depend upon bis per.-enal labors, and the 
regular return.-, of abundance from the soil which he cultivates. 
No man, one would think, would feel so sensibly his immediate 
dependence upon God, as the husbandman. For all his peculiar 
blessings, he is invited to look immediately to the bounty of 
Heaven. No secondary cause stands between him and his JMa^er. 
To him are essential the regular succession of the seasons, and the 
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timely fall of tlie rain, the genial warmth of the sun, the sure pro- 
ductiveness of the soil, and the certain operations of those laws of 
nature which must appear to him nothing less than the varied 
exertions of omnipresent energy. In the country, me seem to 
stand in the midst of the great theatre of God's power, and we 
feel an unusual proximity to our Creator. His blue and tranquil 
sky spreads itself over our heads, and we acknowledge the intru- 
sion of no secondary agent in unfolding this vast expanse. Nothing 
but Omnipotence can work up the dark horrors of the tempest, dart 
the flashes of the lightning, and roll the long-resounding rumor of 
the thunder. The breeze wafts to his senses the odors of God's 
beneficence ; the voice of God's power is hoard in the rustling of 
the forest; and the varied forms of life, activity and pleasure, 
which he observes nt, every step in the fields, lead him irresistibly, 
one would think, to the source odining and beauty and joy. How 
auspicious such a life to the noble sentiments of devotion ! Besides, 
the situation of the husbandman is peculiarly favorable, it should 
Seem, to purity ami simplicity of mornl sent i mm it. He is brought 
acquainted, chiefly, with the real and native wants of mankind. 
i solely in bringing food out of the earth, he is not liable 
e fascinated with the fictitious pleasures, the unnatural wants, 
the fashionable follies and tyrannical vices of more busy and splen- 
did life. 

Still more favorable to the religious character of the husband- 
man is the circumstance, that, from the nature of agricultural pur- 
suits, they do not so completely engross the attention as other 
occupations. They leave much time for contemplation, for read- 
ing, and intellectual pleasures ; and these are peculiarly grateful 
to the resident in the country. Especially does the institution of 
the Sabbath discover all its value to the tiller of the earth, whose 
faiigr.ie it solaces, whose .iiiird labors it interrupts, and who Seels on 
that day the worth of his moral nature, which cannot be under- 
stood by (he busy man, who considers the repose of this day as 
interfering with his hopes of gain, or professional employments. If, 
then, this institution is of any moral and religious value, it is to 
the country wc must look for the continuance of that respect and 
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observance which it merits. My friends, — those of you especially 
who retire annually into the country, — let these periodical retreats 
from business or dissipation bring you nearer to your God; let 
them restore the clearness of your judgment on the objects of 
human pursuits, invigorate your moral perceptions, exalt your sen- 
timents, and regulate your habits of devotion ; and if there be arty 
virtue or simplicity remaining in rural life, let them never be 
impaired by the influence of your presence and example. 

;\1u.t v.- hat we have now said upon the viauous and diiv.iii.nid 
tendency of a country life, ii may, perhaps, be considered as incon- 
sistent, or even paradoxical, to place our commercial character 
among our moral, much loss our religious advantages. But let it 
be considered, whatever be the influence of traffic upon the per- 
sonal worth of some of those who are engaged in it, its intrinsic 
value to the community, and its land influence upon certain parts 
of the moral character, are not to be disputed. Hence I do not 
scruple to state it as one of our great national distinctions, which 
eall for our grateful adi.nowVilgnicnts. Toll me not of Tyre, and 
Sidon, and Corinth, and Carthage. I know they were commercial 
and corrupt. But let it be remembered i.liat they flourished long 
before the true principles of honorable trade were understood; 
before the introduction of Christianity bad given any stability to 
those virtues of conscientious integrity, and strict fidelity In trusts, 
which are new indispensable to commercial prosperity. They have 
passed away, it is true; and so has Sparta, where no commerce 
was allowed ; and Judca, though mostly, agricultural, is known no 
more, except for its national ingratitude ami corruption. Besides, 
when the choice of a nation lies, a-, from the present state of the 
world, it appears long destined to lie, between a commercial and a 
military character, surely there cau be little hesitation about ilie 
comparative Influence of the peaceful activity of trade, though it 
may tend to enervate some of the energies of the human elm raster, 
and thai deplorable activity of a mere warlike nation, where plun- 
der is the ruling passion of the great, and destruction the trade of 
the small ; whore every new conquest tends only to concentrate, in 
still fewer hands, the wealth of kingdoms, and to inspire the com- 
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mon people with an undistinguisliing ferocity. Surely, we cannot 
hesitate wliotlier to prefer that warlike state of a nation which 
poisons at once the sources and security ol' domestic happiness, — a 
state in which tho lives as well as the virtues of mankind sink 
into objects of insignificant importance, — or that commercial situ- 
ation of a people, which rouses and develops all the powers of all 
classes of the population, which gives a perpetual .spring to indus- 
try, and which, by showing every man how completely he is 
dependent upon every other man, makes it bia interest to promote 
the prosperity, to consult, l-lio happiness, and to maintain the peace, 
the health, and the security of the millions with whom lie is con- 
nected. Surely, that state of a people cannot be unfavorable to 
virtue, which provides such facilities of intellectual communication 
between the remotest regions, so that not a bright idea can spring 
up in the brain of a foreign philosopher, but it darts, like light- 
ning, across the Atlantic; not an improvement obtains in the con- 
dition of one society, but it is instantly propagated to every other. 
By this perpetual interchange of thought, and this active diffusion 
of understanding, the most favorable opportunities are afforded for 
the dissemination of useful knowledge, especially ibr the extension 
of that most precious of gifts, the gospel of Jesus. I need not 
add, that the wide intercourse we are keeping up with foreign 
nations ought to enlarge the sphere of our intelligence, liberalize 
our sentiments of mankind, polish the manners of the community, 
and introduce courteoiisncss and urbanity of deportment. Mer- 
chants ! if I may be permitted to suggest to you any considerations 
on tho value of your order to the community, I would say, that 
upon your personal character depends much of these favorable 
influences of commerce. I would beg you to beware of an engross- 
ing love of profit, which invariably narrows the capacity, and 
debases the noblest tendencies of the human character. I would 
persuade you to cultivate habits of mental activity, to indulgo 
enlarged views of your connection with mankind, to consider your- 
selves as forming part of the vast chain of mutual supports and 
dependencies, by which the activity, the improvement and the 
pleasure of the inhabitants of every part of the world are secured 
14* 
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and promoted. Above all, forget not iliat. you are instruments 
in the hands of Providence, by whidi he dilfases bis blessings, arid 
promotes hia grand purposes in the i:-ult:vii.i io:i. the civilization, and 
thus the moral and reiigluus advancement, of this wide creation. 
God grant that you may never ieel the remorse of having deliber- 
ately contributed to the hit re. Auction of a new vice into the commu- 
nity, or to the corruption of an old or established principle; of 
having aided the tyranny of a worthless lashion, ov assisted the 
gradual eueroaelunenrs of selfishness, vanity, |«i"il:i, and slavish 
imitation, on the freedom and dignity of social life! 



THE PIlESEItVATIOX OF THE irjfTON. — L. Cass. 

I may well apnea! to those who find in the constitution or out 
of the constitution this power to control the territories, whether it 
is a power that ought to be exercised under existing circumstances. 
Here is one half of a great country which believes, with a unanim- 
ity perhaps without a parallel in grave nnr.ioaal questions, that tho 
constitution has delegated to Congress no such power whatever. 
And there is a large portion of the oilier half which entertains 
similar views; while of those who see in the constitution sufficient 
grounds for legislative action, there arc many who admit, — indeed, 
probably, there are few who deny, — that the question is not free 
from serious doubts. 

.Besides I lie want, of constitutional power, (here arc at least four- 
teen states of this Union which see in ll.ii-. measure a direct attack 
upon their rights, and a disregard of tlicii' reelings and interests, 
as injurious in itself as it is offensive to their pride of character, 
and incompatible with the existence of those bonds of amity which 
are stronger than constitutional lies to hold us together. So man 
can shut his eyes to the excitement which prevails there, and 
which is borne to us by the press in countless articles coming 
from legislative pro co rslings, from popular assemblies', and from all 
the sources whence public opinion is derived, and be insensible to 
the evil day that is upon us. I believe this Union will survive all 
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the dangers with which it, may be menaced, however trying the 
circumstances in which it, may be placed. I believe it is not des- 
thiei.l lo pcriisli till long after it shall liavii fulfills! the great mis- 
sion confided to it, of example and encouragement to the nations 
of the earth who aro struggling with the despotism of centuries, 
and groping (heir way in a darkness once impenetrable, but where 
the light of knowledge and freedom is beginning lo disperse the 
gloom. But to maintain this proud position, this integrity of polit- 
ical existence, on which so much for as and tor the world depends, 
we must carefully avoid those sectional (juostions ; :,o much and SO 
forcibly deprecated by the father of his country, and, cultivating a 
spirit of mutual regard, adding to the considerations of interest 
which hold us together the higher motives of affection and of 
affinity of views and of sympathies. Sad will bo the day when 
the first drop of blood is shed in the preservation of this Union. 
That day need never come, and never will oome, if the same spirit 
of compromise and concession by each to the feelings of all, whieh 
animated our fathers, continues to animate us and our children. 
But if powers offensive to one portion of the country, and of doubt- 
ful obligation, to say flic least of it, are to be exercised by another, 
and under circumstances of peculiar oxeilon:crit, Ibis conibde ration 
may be rent in twain, leaving another example of (.hat judicial 
blindness with whieh God, in his providence, sometimes visits the 
sins of nations. 



A REPUBLIC 'i'lli; st-nitlWl-KT (.;uVEI!X.MKXT. — T. Jefferson. 

Dumxii the throes and convulsions of I he ancient world, — dur- 
ing the agonizing spasms of infuriated nam, seeking, through blood 
and slaughter, his long-lost liberty, — it was not wonderful that 
the agitation of the billows should reach even this distant and 
peaceful shore; tliat this should be more felt and feared by 
some, and less by others, and should divide oph.ions as to meas- 
ures of safety. But every difference of opinion is not a dilfcrcncc 
of principle. We have called by different names brethren of the 
sumo principle. Wo are all tlcpublicans: we are all Federalists. 
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If there be any among us wdio would wish to dissolve this (.,'nion, 
or to change its republican form, lot them stand, undisturbed, as 
in on u merits of the safety with which error of opinion may lie toler- 
ated where reason is left. IVoe to combat if. T know, indeed, that 
some honest, men fear a republican government cannot be strong, 
■ — that this government is no: strong enough. But would tho 
hoiiesi putrbt, in the lull tide of success "ul experiment, abandon a 
government which lias so far kept us free and firm, on tho theoretic 
and visionary fear that this government, tho world's best hope, 
may, by possibility, want energy >o preserve itself? I trust not. 
I believe this, on the contrary, the strongest government on earth. 
I believe It the only one where every man, at tho call of the law, 
would fly to the standaj-d of the law, and would moot invasions of 
the public order, as his own personal concern. Sometimes it is 
said that man cannot bo trusted with the government of himself. 
Can he, then, be trusted with the government of others ? Or have 
we found ansels, lit the form of kings 1 , to govern him ? Let his- 
tory answer this question. 

Let lis, then, with courage and confidence, pursue our own fed- 
eral and republican principles, — our attachment to union and rep- 
resentative government. Kindly sepa rated, by nature and a wide 
ocean, from the exterminating havoc of one quarter of the globe, 
— too high-minded to endure the degradations of the others, — 
possessing a chosen country, with room enough for our descendants 
to the thousandth and thousand lb general ion, —entertaining a due 
sense of our equal right to the use of our own faculties, to the 
acquisitions of our own industry, to honor and confidence from our 
fellow-citizens, resulting not from birth, but from our actions, and 
their sense of them, — enlightened by a benign religion, professed, 
indeed, and practised in various form3, yet all of them Inculcating 
honesty, truth, temperance, fjra.i.iiude, and the love of man, — 
acknowledging and adoring an overruling Providence, which, by 
all its dispensations, proves that it delights in the happiness of 
man here, and his greater happiness hereafter ; with all these bless- 
ings, wliat more is necessary, to make us a happy and prosperous 
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SliU one thing more, jL-liov/-^ill/eMS : a iviso and frugal govern- 
ment, which shall restrain men from injuring one ji.not.lici', shall 

leaVO tllCltl O'iiei'H'Lfe: free ' I J T l iiij 1 1 1 rl T tildr OV.'iL iVirSldtS (if' iiuln:-:.ry 

anil improvement, ;uul skill not take from the nioiitU of labor the 
bread it has earned. This is the sum of good government; and 
thi a in necessary (o close tire circle of our felicities. 



J.c tins l.icou si'd l:y shroud Ilipu»;i wi friendly observers, that in 
America (lie practical and the prolitable shallow up every other 
thought. There, say they, fancy withers, art languishes, taste 
espires ; there the mind looks only to the material and the mechan- 
ical, and loses Its capacity for the ideal and the abstract. But 
while the intelligent American citizen is surrounded by the strong- 
est Icmpui lions to devote bun-elf solely to scllish pursuits, lie is 
at the same time every when- invited to conform his own spirit to 
that of our libera* iii.s;iiuiLOes. and losl.r noted Lo uplift his mind to 
the consideration of large principles, and to regard himself as 
being but a small part of the vast whole which claims his best 



With -ii'h a choice before him, pidable indeed is the lot of him 
who turns from the nobler and manlier side, l.o think, lo live, and 
to drudge, for himself alone. He outs himself off from the 

best drlighls of (be heart, its endearing charities and its elevating 
sympathies. He paralyzes his own intellect by suffering it to 

become half dend throug'i inaction, and tfiut in lis nobler parts. 
The mighty ladder of thought and reason, reaching from (lie visible 
to the invisible, — from the crude boon-ledge gained through the 
senses to the sublimes t Inferences of the pure r;?asou, — from the 
earth to the very fco;stool of lexl's own throne, — is before him, 
and invites His ascent. Hut he bends his eyes obstinately down- 
wards upon (be rdil'.cri.u;: ores at his foot, until He loses the wish 
or the hope for auydiing bel (.or. 



H 03t cd by Google 



That audi grovelling materiality, such mean selfishness, is not 
the necessary, nor tbe constant, no, nor the frequent result of our 
ardent industry in the affairs of life, let the discoveries of Frank- 
lin, and the magnificent far-drawn speculations of Edwards, — let 
the grand philosophy and the poetic thought, flushing quiet and 
thick through the cloudy atmosphere of political discussion m our 
senate-house, — let the ope n-1 landed charity, the more than princely 
munificence, the untiring personal labors of benevolence, exhibited 
by ouv moat devoted and successful men of business, hear hi" 
testimony. 



LIBERTY. — E. P. Whipple. 

To the Anglo-Saxon mind, liberty is not apt to bo the enthu- 
siast's mountain nymph, with ciiceks wet with morning dew, and 
elear eyes, that mirror the heavens; but rather is she an old 

dowager lady, ftitly invested in commerce and manufactures, and 
peevishly (earful that enthusiasm will reduce her establishment, 
and panics cut off her dividends. Now, the moment property 
becomes timid, agrariunism becomes ].-;>ld; and the industry which 
liberty has created liberty must animate, or it will be plundered 
by the impudent, and rapacious idleness its slavish fears incite. 

Our political institutions, again, are but the body of which 
liberty Is tht.: soul; their preservation depends on their being con- 
tinually inspired by the light and heat of the sentiment and idea 
whence they sprung; and when we timorously suspend, according 
to the latest political fashion, tha truest and dearest maxims of our 
freedom at the cull of expediency or threat of passion, — when we 
convert politics into a mere game of interests, unhallowed by a 
single great and unselfish .principle. — we may be sure that our 
worst passions are busy " forging our fullers;" that we are propos- 
ing all those intricate problems which red republicanism so swiftly 
solves, and giving manifest destiny pertinent hints to shout new 
anthems of athei-m over victorious rapine. 

The liberty which our fathers planted, and for which they stur- 
dily contended, and under which they grandly conquered, is a 
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rational and temperate but brave and unyielding freedom, the 
august mother of institution?, the hardy nurse of enterprise, the 
sworn ally of justice and order; a liberty thai lifts her awful and 
rebuking face equally upon the cowards who would sell, and the 
braggarts who would pervert, licv precious gilts of rights and' obli- 
gations. And this liberty we are solemnly bound at all hazards to 
protect, at any sacrifice to preserve, and by all just means to 
extend, against the unbridled excesses of that ugly and brazen hag, 
originally scorned and detested by those who unwisely gave her 
infancy a home, but which now, in her enormous growth and 
favored deformity, reels, with blood-shot eyes, and dishevelled 
tresses, and words of misliaiucd slavishuess, into halls where Lib- 
er;)- ,s'ti'.:nlii sit enthroned! 



PUBLIC VIRTUE. — H. Chi/. 

I hope, that in all (bat relate to pergonal firmness, all that con- 
cerns a just appreciation of the insignificance of human life, — 
whatever may be attempted to threaten or alarm a soul not easily 
swayed by opposition, or awed or intimidated by menace, — a stout 
heart and a steady eye, that can survey, unmoved and undaunted, 
any mere personal perils that assail this poor, transient, perishing 
frame, I may, without disparagement, compare with other men. 
But there is a sort of courage, which, I frankly confess it, I do not 
possess, — 3 boldness to which I dare not aspire, a valor which I 
cannot covet, I cannot lay myself down in the way of the wel- 
fare and happiness of my country. That I cannot, I have not the 
courage to do. I cannot interpose the power with which I may be 
invested— a power conferred, not for my personal benefit, nor for 
my aggrandizement, but for my country's good — to check her 
onward march to greatness and glory. I have not courage enough, 
I am too cowardly, for that. I would not, I dare not, in the exer- 
cise of such a trust, lie down, and place my body across the path 
that leads my country to prosperity and happiness. This is a sort 
of courage widely different from that which a man may display in 
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his private conduct and personal relations. Personal or private 
courage is totally distinct from that higher and nobler courage 
which prompts the patriot lo oiler himself a vobanb'.ry Kieriiiee to 
his country's good. Apprehensions of the imputation of the want 
of firmness sometimes impel us to perform rash and inconsiderate 
acts. It is the givai.cV. courage to be able i.o hear the imputation 
of the want of courage. But pride, vanity, egotism, so nnnmiable 
and offensive in private life, are vices v.diieh partake of the charac- 
ter of crimes, in the conduct of public affairs. 'I.'he uulbrtuuate 
victim of these passions cannot see beyond the little, petty, con- 
temptible circle of his own personal interests. All his thoughts are 
withdrawn from his country, and concentrated o:; bis consistency, 
his firmness, himself. The high, the exalted, the sublime emotions 
of a patriotism which, soaring toward heaven, rises far above all 
mean, low, or selfish things, and is absorbed by one soul-trans- 
porting thought of the good and the glory of one's country, are 
never felt in his impenetrable bosom. That patriotism which, 
catching its Inspirations from the immortal God, and leaving at an 
immeasurable distance below all lesser, grovelling, personal inter- 
ests and feelings, animates and prompts io deeds of'solf-sieri1iee : of 
valor, of devotion, and of death itself, — that is public virtue ; that 
is the noblest, the sublimes t, of all public virtues ! 



HOWARD, HIE PinLASTHJ.tOl'KT. — !■'. \V,nj!,m,l. 

It is not in the 1i.eld of patriotism alone that deeds have been 
achieved to which history has awarded the palm of moral sub- 
limity. There have lived men in whom the name of patriot has 
been merited in that of philanthropist: who, looking with an eye 
of eon i passion over the face of vhe earth, have fell, for the miseries 
of our race, and have put. Ibnh. their calm might to wipe off one 
blot from the marred aial siaiacd Cr-eui cheon of human nature, to 
strike off one form of suffering from the catalogue of human woe. 
Such a man was Howard. Surveying our world like a spirit of 
the blessed, ho beheld the misery of the captive, ho heard the 
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groaning of the prisoner. His determination was fixed. He 

resolved, sinde-handeJ. to gauge and to measure one form of 
nnptlied, unheeded wretchedness, and, bringing it out to the sun- 
shine of public observation, to work it* utter extermination. And 
he well knew what this undermking would cost hiin. He knew 
what lio had to hazard from the infection of dtmireous, to endure 
from the fatigues of i:din : -pita:.''e li'ayel, and to brook from the 
insolence of lezdi/cd oppression. 1 le knew that ho was devoting 
himself to the altar ol' philanthropy: and he willingly devoted 
himself. Ho had marked out hi-; destiny, and ho hastened forward 
to its accomplishment, with an intensity " wliieh the nature of the 
human mind forbade to be more, and the character of the indi- 
vidual forbade to be low," Thus he com me need a now era in the 
history of benevolence. And hence the name of Howard will be 
associated with all that i- suKinie in mercy , until tin; final con- 
summation of all things. 



THE LAXD OF OUR FATHERS. — E. Everttt. 

Wh.vt American dors not feel proud that, he is descended iron: 
the eounlrymon of Bacon, of .Newton, and of .Locke ? Who does 
not know, that while every pulse of civil liberty in the heart of 
the British empire beat warm and full in the bosom of our dithers, 
the solji'iely, the firmness and the- dignity, with which the cause 
of free principles singled liuo existence here, constantly found 
encouragement and countenance from the sons of liberty there ? 
Who docs not remember that when the Pilgrims went over the 
sea, the prayers of the faithful British confessors, In all the quar- 
ters of their dispersion, went over with them, while their aching 
eyes were strained, till the star of hope should go up in the west- 
ern skies ? And who will ever forget that in that eventful struggle 
which severed this mighty empire from the British crown, there 
was not heard, throughout our continent in arms, a voice which 
spoke louder for the rights of America than that of Burke, or of 
Chatham, within the walls of the British Parliament, and at the 
15 
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foot of the British throne ? No ! for myself I can truly say, that 
after my native land, I feel a tenderness and a reverence for that 
of my fathers. The pride I take in my own country makes me 
respect that from which we are sprung. 

In touching the soil of England, I seem lo ivi.uni like a dcseeml- 
ant to the old family seat, — to come back to the abode of an aged, 
the tomb of a departed parent. I acknowledge this great consan- 
guinity of nations. The sound of my native language, beyond the 
sea, is a music to my car beyond the riehcs.t. strains of Tuscan soft- 
ness, or Castilian majesty. I am not yet in a land of strangers, 
while surrounded by this manner?, the habits, (he forms in which 
I have been brought up; I wander delighted through a thousand 
scenes wiiieh the hi -'.avians, the pods, have made familiar to us, — 
of which the names are interwoven with our earliest association!,. 
I tread with reverence the spot where I can retrace the footsteps 
of our suffering fathers ; the pleasant land of their birth has a 
claim on my heart. It seems to me a classic, yea, a holy land, 
rich in the memories of the great and good ; the martyrs of lib- 
erty, the exiled heralds of truth ; and richer, as the parent of this 
land of promise in the west. 

I am not, I need not say I am not, the panegyrist of Knglrmd. 
I am not dazzled by her riches, nor awed by her power. The 
sceptre, the mitre and the coronet, stars, garters and blue ribbons, 
seem to me poor things for great men to contend for. Nor is my 
admiration awakened by her armies, mustered for the battles of 
Europe; her navies, overshadowing the oeean; nor her empire, 
grasping the furthest East. It is these, and the price of guilt and 
blood by which they are maintained, which arc the cause why no 
friend of liberty can salute her with undivided affections. But it 
is the refuge of free principles, though often persecuted; tho 
school of Teligious liberty, the more precious for the struggles to 
which it has been called ; the tomb of those who have reflected 
honor on all who speak the English tongue ; it is the birthplace 
of our fathers, the home of the Pilgrims; — it is these which I 
love and venerate in England. I should feel ashamed of an enthu- 
siasm for Italy and Greece, did I not also feel it for a land like 



H 03 tcd by Google 



(tTTENCE. 171 

this. In an American it would seem to me degenerate and 
ungrateful to hang with passion upon the traces of Homer and 
Virgil, and follow without emotion the nearer ami pliiintsi- footsteps 
of Shakspeare and Milton: and T .should think him cold in his 
love for his native land, who felt no melting in his heart for that 
Other native land, which holds the ashes of Ids forefathers. 



THE DIGNITY OF HUMAN NATURE. — O. Dcvity. 

You are a man ; you are a rational and religious being 
are an immortal creature. Yes, a glad and glori 
yours : your eye is opened to the lovely and majestic vision of 
nature ; the pall is of knowledge are around you, and they stretch 
onward to eternity ; and, most of all, the glory of the infinite God, 
the all-perfect, all-wise, and all-beautiful, is unfolded to you. 
What, now, compared with this, is a little worldly renown ? The 
treasures of infinity and of eternity are heaped upon thy laboring 
thought; — can that thought be deeply occupied with questions of 
mortal prudence? It is as if a man wero enriched by some gener- 
ous benefactor almost beyond measure, and should find nothing else 
to do but vex himself and complain, beeauiHe another man was 
made a few thousands richer. 

Where, unreasonable com plainer, dost thou stand, and what is 
around thee? The world spreads before thee its sublime myste- 
ries, where the thoughts of sages lose themselves in wonder; the 
ocean lifts up it's eternal anthems to thine ear; the golden sun 
lights thy path ; the wide heavens stretch themselves above thee, 
and worlds rise upon worlds, and sy?f'.;n;s beyond systems, to infin- 
ity ; and dost thou stand in the centre of all this, to complain of 
thy lot and place ? Pupil of that infinite teaching, — minister at 
nature's great altar, — ehild of heaven's favor, — ennobled being, 
— redeemed creature, — must thou pine in sullen and envious 
melaneliolV; amidst the jilenitude of the whole creation ? 

In that thou art a man, thou art infinitely exalted above what 
any man can be, in that he is praised, I would rather be the 
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humblest man in the world, than barely be thought greater than 
the greatest. The beggar is greater, as a man, than is the man, 
merely as a king. Not one of the crowds that listened to the elo- 
quence of Demosthenes and Cicero, not ono who has bent with 
admiration ever the pages of Homer and Shakspeare, not one 
who followed in the train of Cassar or of Napoleon, would part 
with the humblest power of thought, for all the fame that is echo- 
ing over the world and through the ages, 



THE EIKST BATTLE-GROUND OF THE REVOLUTION. — K. C&ote. 

That? was a glorious morning, the 19th of April, 1775 ; and 
wherein, I would ask, consisted the specific, transcendent glories 
of that day? Wherein lies that strange ehann that belongs to 
everything connected with this place, its incidents and details? 
Why is it that our hearts grow liquid, and that we can pour them 
out like water, when we listen again to that old story, older than 
the words of our mothers' love, needing none of that brilliant 
genius which had that day touched their ears, to invest them with 
power which should never die ? 

Why is it so pleasant to come up here from the miserable strifes 
and bickerings of every-day life, to dwell and worship for a short 
space of time in such charmed presence as this ? What is it that 
makes the specific, transcendent glory of the day ? It is because if 
was an event so rare, so strange, so ominous of good or evil to future 
generations of man. It was from these instruments, and from 
these flags, borne hy these trembling hands, — it was that essence, 
so subtile, so rare, so extensive, so mysterious, — that free and that 
stirring spirit, the sentiment of American nationality, which was 
first breathed into the life of this people, and made to pour itself 
through and about the body of the people, and which shall last 
until the heavens be no more. 

Let, then, the events of which we are reminded by these scenes 
and these men mark the strong birth-love of the American people. 
On that day, within the space of twelve hours, the old colonial 
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party passi><l away, like a scroll. Tliu veil of live first temple was 
that day rout from top to bottom. That day, American liberty 
was then and there born. Our aged and revered friends of Con- 
cord, and Lexington, and Acton, of Carlisle, Sudbury and the sur- 
rounding towns, went into that fettle British colonists; the bap- 
tism of fire was laid upon their charmed brows, and they rose from 
their knees American citizens! The flag ef Massachusetts, the 
pine-tree flag, that old Hag, was carried into battle in the morn- 
ing; and if the survivor who rolled it up that night had noticed 
it, he would have seen, gloaming through a blaze of light, on one 
side, the pine-tree banner, and, on the other, the glorious stars and 



TIEBTCATIO.V OF THE OEUKTEIiY AT JUOUfJT ■iT.T.TJIHf . — /. Story. 
Our cemeteries, rightly selected and properly arranged, may bo 
made subservient to some of the highest purposes of religion and 
human duty. They may preach losnons to which none may refuse 
to listen, and which all that live must hear. Truths may be there 
felt and taught, in the silence of our own meditations, more per- 
suasive arid more enduring than ever flowed from human lips. 
The grave hath a voice of eloquence, — nay, of superhuman elo- 
quence, — which speaks at once to the thoughtlessness of the rash, 
and the devotion of the good; which addresses all times, and all 
ages, and all sexes; which tells of wisdom to the wiso, and of 
comfort to the afflicted ; which warns us of our follies and our 
dangers ; which whispers to us in accents of peace, and alarms us 
in tones of terror ; which steals with a healing balm into the 
stricken heart, and lifts up and supports the broken spirit; which 
awakens a now enthusiasm for virtue, and disciplines us for its 
severer trials and duties; which calls up the images of the illus- 
trious dead, with an animating presence for our example and 
glory; and which demands of us, as men, as patriots, as Christians, 
as immortals, that the powers given by God should be devoted to 
his service, and the minds created by his love should return to him 
15* 
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with larger capacities for virtuous enjoyment, and with more spir- 
itual and intellectual brightness. 

A rural cemetery seems to combine in itself all (lie sh.Ivli litres 
which can be proposed to gratify human feelings, or tranquillize 
human fears; to secure the best religions influences, and to cherish 
all those associations which casi a cheerful light over the darkness 
of the grave. 

And what spot ram be moi'o appropriate than Ibis, for such a 
purpose? Katun; seeing to point ii. out with significant energy, as 
the favorite retirement, for the dead. There are around us all the 
varied features of her beauty and grandeur, — the lores t-erowned 
height, the abrupt aeelivity, the sheltered valley, tho deep glen, 
the grassy glade, and the silent grove. Here are the lofty oak, 
the beech, that/ 1 wreathes its old fanl.asiie roots so high," tho rust- 
ling pine, and the drooping willow; the tree that sheds its pale 
leaves with every autumn, a fit emblem of our own transitory 
bloom, and the evergreen, with its perennial shoots, instructing us 
that " the wintry blast of death kills not tho buds of virtue." 
Hero is the thick shrubbery to protect and conceal the new-made 
grave ; and there is the wild-flower creeping along the narrow 
path, and planting its seeds in the upturned earth. All around 
us there breathes a solemn calm, as if we were in the bosom of a 
wilderness, broken only by the breeze as it murmurs through the 
tops of the forest, or by the notes of the warbler pouring forth his 
matin or his evening song. 

Ascend but a few steps, and what a cli 
prise and delight us ! We seem, as it wer< 
from the confines of death to the bright ant 
Below us flows (be winding Charles, with ii 
the stream of time hastening to the ooeai; 
distance, the city— at once the object of our ail mi ration and our 
love — rears its proud eminences, its glittering spires, its lofty 
towers, its graceful mansions, its curling smoke, its crowded haunts 
of business and pleasure, which speak to the eye, and yet leave a 
noiseless loneliness on the ear. Again we turn, and tho walls of 
our venerable university rise before us, with many a recollection 
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of happy days passed there in the Interchange of study and friend- 
ship, and many a grateful thought of the atflueiice of its learning, 
which has adorned and nourished the literature of our country. 
Again we turn, and iiie cultivated farm, (he neat cottage, the vil- 
lage chuTch, the sparkling lake, the rich, valley, and the distant 
hills, are before us through opening vistas ; and wc breathe amidst 
the fresh and varied labors of man. 

There is, therefore, within our reach, every variety of natural 
and artificial scenery, which is fitted to awaken emotions of the 
highest and most affecting character. We stand, as it were, upon 
the herders of two worlds ; and, as the mood of our minds may he, 
we may gather lessons of profound wisdom by contrasting the one 
with the other, or indulge in th<s dreams of hope and ambition, or 
solace our hearts IjJ melancholy meditations. 

Within the flight of one lud f-eeutury, how many of the great, 
the good, and the wise, will be gathered here ! How many in the 
loveliness of infancy, the beauty of youth, the vigor of manhood, 
and the maturity of age, will lie down here, and dwell in the bosom 
of their mother earth ! The rich and the poor, the gay and the 
wretched, the favorites of thousands mid the forsaken of the world, 
the .stranger in his solitary grave and the patriarch surrounded by 
the kindred of a long lineage ! How many will here bury their 
brightest hopes, or blasted expectations ! How many bitter tears 
will here be shed! How many a^onizim; sighs will here be 
heaved ! How many trembling .(cot will cross the pathways, and, 
returning, leave behind them the dearest objects of their reverence 
or their love ! 

And if this were all, sad, indeed, and funereal, would be our 
thoughts ; gloomy, indeed, would be these shades, and desolate 
these prospects. But, thanks be to God, the evils which he per- 
mits have their attendant mercies, and are blessings in disguise. 
The bruised reed will not be laid utterly prostrate. The wounded 
heart will not always bleed. The voice of consolation will spring 
up in the midst of the silence of these regions of death. The 
mourner will revisit these shades with a secret, tlioudt melancholy 
pleasure. The hand of friendship will delight to cherish the 
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dowel's and the shrubs that fringe the lowly grave or the sculp- 
tured monument. The curliest, be^ms of the morning will play 
upon thts.; summits with a refreshing cheerfulness, and the linger- 
ing tints of evening hover on them with a tranquillizing glow. 
Spring will invite thither (In: footsteps of the young by its opening 
foliage, and autumn detain the contemplative by its latest bloom. 
The votary of learning and science will here learn to elevate his 
genius by the holiest studies. The devout will here offer up the 
silent tribute of pity, or the prayer of gratitude. The rivalries of 
the world will here drop from the heart; the spirit of forgiveness 
will gather new impulses ; the selfishness of avarice will be 
checked ; the restlessness of ambition will bu rebut ed ; vanity will 
let fall its plumes ; and pride, as it sees " what shadows we are, 
and what shadows we pursue," will acknowledge the value of vir- 
tue as far, immeasurably far, beyond (hat of fame. 

Bid that, whii.-b will be ever present, pervading these sb:A:s like 
the noon-day sun, and shedding dicer fulness around, is the con- 
sciousness, the irrepressible consciousness, a.midst all theso lessons 
of human mortality, of the higher truth, that we are beings, not of 
time, but of eternity ; " that this corruptible must put, on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality ; " that this is but 
the threshold and starting point of an existence, compared with 
whose deration the ocean is but as a drop, nay, the whole creation 
an evanescent quality. 

Let ns banish, then, the thought that this is to be the abode of a 
gloom which will haunt the imagination by its terrors, or chill the 
heart by its solitude. Let us cultivate feelings and sentiments 
move worthy of ourselves, and more worthy of Christianity. Here 
let us erect the memorials of our love, and our gratitude, and our 
glory. Here let. the brave repose, who have died in the cause of 
their country. Here let the statesman rest, who lias achieved the 
victories of peace, not less renowned than war. Here let genius 
find a home, that has sung immortal strains, or has instructed with 
still diviner eloquence. Here let learning and science, the votaries 
of inventive art, and the teacher of the philosophy of nature, come. 
Here lot youth and beauty, blighted by premature decay, drop, 
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like tender blossoms, into thy virgin earth ; and here let age retire, 
ripened for the harvest. Above all, here let the benefactors of 
mankind, the good, ilie mereii'ul, the mock, the pure in heart, be 
congregated, — for to them belongs an undying praise ! 



THE CONSTITUTION" WOT AX JiXl'tilU J1ENT. — H. S. Lugm-i. 

Wn are told that our constitution — the constitution of tie 
United States — is a mere experiment. Sir, I deny it utterly; 
and lie that says so shows me that he lias either not studied at all, 
or studied to very little purpose, the history and genius of our 

institutions. The great cause of their prosperous results — a cause 
which every one of the many attempts since vainly made to imitate 
them, on this continent or in Europe, only demonstrates the more 
clearly — is precisely the contrary. Tt, is because our fathers 
made no experiments, and had no experiments to make, that their 
work has stood. They wore forced, by a violation of their histor- 
ical, hereditary rights under the old common law of their race, to 
dissolve the connection with the mother country. But the whole 
constitution of society in the stales, the great body and bulk of 
their public law, with all its maxims and principles, — in short, 
all that is republican in our InsiiUinons, — remained, after the 
Revolution, and remains now-, with some very subordinate modifi- 
cations, what it was from the beginning. 

Our written constitutions do nothing but consecrate and luHify 
the " plain rules of ancient liberty," handed down with Magna 
Charta, from the earliest history of our race. It is not a piece of 
paper, sir, it is not a few abstractions engrossed on parchment, that 
make free governments. No, sir; the law of liberty must he 
inscribed on the heart of the citizen; the word, if I may use the 
expression without irreverence, must become PU58H. You must 
have a whole people trained, disciplined, bred,' — yea, and born, — 
as our fathers were, to institutions like ours. Before the colonies 
existed, the petition of rights, that Magna Charta of a more enlighfr 
ened ape, had been presented, in 1(S28, by Lord Coke and his 
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immortal compeers. Our ibundcrs bvouyiii it with them, and we 
have not gone: one step beyond thorn. They brought these maxims 
of civil liberty, not in their libraries, but in their souls; not as 
philosophical prattle, mil as barren genera !i ties, but as rule;; of con- 
duct; as a symbol of public duty and private right, io be adhered 
to witli religious fidelity ; and the very first pilgrim that set his 
foot upon the rook of Plymouth stepped forth a living constitu- 
tion, armed at nil points to defend and to perpetuate the liberty 
to which he lia.il devoied his whole being. 



MILITARY QU.VLII'rCATKA^ D.lsn.NUT FROM CIVIL. — /. Sergttmt. 

1: has been maintained Ihat 'lie genius whirh constitutes a irn-jt 
military man is a very high quality, and may bo equally useful in 
the cabinet and in the field ; that it has a sort of universality 
equally applicable to all affairs. We have seen, undoubtedly, 
instances of a rare and wonderful combination of civil and military 
qualifications, both of the highest order. That the greatest eivil 
qualifications may be found united with [.he highest military tal- 
ents, is what no one will deny who thinks of Washington. But 
that such a combination is rare and extraordinary, the fame of 
Washington sufficiently attests. If it were common, why was lie 
so illustrious ? 

T would ask, what did Cromwell, with all bis military genius, 
do for England ? He overthrew the monarchy, and he established 
dictatorial power in his own person. And what happened nest ? 
Another soldier overthrew the dictatorship, and restored the mon- 
archy. The sword effected both. Cromwell made one revolution ; 
and Monk another. And what did thejieople of Kugland gain by- 
it? Nothing. Absolutely nothing! The rights and liberties of 
Englishmen, as they now exist, wore .settled and established at the 
revolution in 1688. Now, mark the difference ! By whom was 
that revolution begun and conducted? Was it by soldiers? by 
military genius ? by the sword ? No ! It was the work of states- 
men and of eminent lawyers, — men never distinguished for mili- 
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tary exploits. The faulty — the dormant faculty — may have 
existed. That is what no one tan affirm or deny. But it would 

have boon thought an absurd and extravagant tiling to propose, in 
reliance upon this possible dormant faculty, that one of those emi- 
nent statesmen and lawyers should be sent, instead of the Duke 
of M.--]'lb:)Vi.ni:->h, to command tlio English forces on the continent ! 

Who achieved l-ie iVeodo^n and tin: independence of litis our own 
country? Washington eU'eotcd much in tin; field ; but where 
were the Franklins', the Adamses, iho. Hancocks, the Jeffersons, 
and the Lees, — the band of sages and patriots, whose memory we 
revere ? They were assembled in council. The heart of the Rev- 
olution beat in the hall of Congress. There was the power which, 
beginning witli appeals to the king and to the British nation, at 
length made an irresistible appeal to the world, and consummated 
the Revolution by the declaration of independence, which Wash- 
ington established with their authority, and, bearing 'heir commis- 
sion, supported by arms. And what has litis band of patriots, of 
sages, and of statesmen, given to us ? Not what Cfcsar gave to 
Rome; not what Cromwell gave to England, or Napoleon to 
France: they established for us the great principles of civil, polit- 
ical and religious liberty, upon the strong foundations on which 
they have hitherto stood. There may have been military capacity 
in Congress ; but can any one deny that it is to the wisdom of the 
sa.ges, Washington being one, we arc indebted for the signal bless- 
ings we enjoy ? 



KEMEMmUNi'JK Of HIE HOOD.— H. Humphrey. 

Why is it that the names of Howard, and Thornton, and Clark- 
eon, and Wilborforeo, will lie held in overiasthig remembrance? 
Is it not chiefly on account of their goodness, their Christian phi- 
lanthropy, the overflowing and inexhaustible benevolence of their 
great minds ? Such men feel that they were not born for them- 
selves, nor for the narrow circle of their kindred and acquaint- 
ances, but fiir the world and lur posterity. They deiight, in doing 
good on a great scale. Their talents, their property, their time, 
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their knowledge and cxporiencL; and influence, t'ley hold in con- 
stant requisition for the- benefit hi 'Aw poor, t.'u: oppressed, and the 
perishing. You may trace them along l.lio uhole jclUiwiiv ol' life, 
by the blessings which they scatter far and wide. They may be 
likened to yon noble river, which carries gladness and fertility, 
from state to state, through all ths lenglh ol.' thai rejoicing valley, 
whioh. it. was made to bless ; —or to those summer showers whieh 
[tour gladness and plenty over all the regions that they visit, till 
they melt away into (he glorious e;)u!geaee of the setting sun. 

Such a man was Howard, the prisoner's friend. Christian phi- 
lanthropy was the element in whieh he lived and moved, and out 
of which life would have been intolerable. It was to him that 
king.- listened with astonishment, as it' doubtful from what world 
of puro disinterestedness he had eomc. To him despair opened. 
her dungeons, and plague and pestilence oould summon no terrors 
to arrest his investigations. In his presence, crime, though girt 
with the iron panoply of desperation, stood amazed and rebuked. 
With him, home was nothing, country was nothing, health was 
nothing, life was nothing. His first and last ijuo.stiou was, ;i What 
is the utmost that I can do for degraded, depraved, bleeding 
humanity, in all her prison-houses ? : ' And what, wonders did he 
accomplish! What astonishing changes in the whole system of 
prison discipline may be traced back to Ins disclosures and sugges- 
tions, and how many millions yet to be born will rise up and call 
him blessed! Away, all ye (,'n>sars and Napoleons, to your own 
dark and frightful domains of slaughter and misery ! Ye can no 
more endure the light of such, a godlike presence than the eye, 
already inflamed to torture by dissipation, can look the sun in the 
face at noonday ! 



INFLUENCE OP AMERICA UPON MANKIND. — *?. C. F^unci. 

The study of tho history of most other nations fills the mind 

with sentiments not unlike those, which (he American traveller feel- 
on entering the venerable and lofty ea.lhedra.l of seme proud old 
city of Europe. Its solemn grandeur, its vastness, its obscurity, 
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strike awe to his heart. From the nehly-yiainied windows, filled 

with SilCI'cd emblems, Ulill M.i';l]l!iT: .'illtllpie forms, a dim 1'eligloU.S 

light Bills around. A t.Uou^llli'.I recollections of romance, and 
poetry, and legendary story, come thronging in upon him. ■ He is 
surrounded by the (omb= of the mighty dead, rich with the labors 
of ancient art, and emblazoned with the pomp of heraldry. 

\\~h;:>. ri:i tr:o.=i doe;; Ins reml upon them ? Those of princes and 
nobles who are now remembered only for their vices ; and of 
sovereigns ai whose death no tears were shed, and whose memories 
lived not an hour in the affections of their people. There, too, he 
sees other names h>ng familiar ;o him for their why or ambigu- 
ous fame. There rc.it i!ic Hood-Urn ncd soldier of fortune; the 
orator, wlio was ever the ready apologist of tyranny ; great scholars, 
who were the pensioned flatterers of power; and poets, who pro- 
faned the high gift of genius to pamper the vices of a corrupted 

Our own history, on Ihe contrary, like that poetical temple of 
fame reared by liie imagh:a:iou of Chaucer, and decorated by the 
taste of Pope, Is almost exclusively dedicated to the memory of tho 
truly great. Or, rather, like the Pantheon ol'liome, it stands in 
calm and severe beauty amid the ruins of ancient ioaguificence and 
"the toys of modern state/' Within, no idis; ornament encumbers 
iis bold simnlirit y. Tho pure ligli.L of heaven enters from above, 
and sheds an equal and serene radiance around. As the eye wan- 
ders about its extent, it beholds the unadorned monuments of brave 
and good met: who have greatly bled or (oiled lor their country, or 
it rests on votive tabids itis:'ribL>d with tho names of the best ben- 
efactors of mankind. 

Doubtless this is a subject upon which, we may be justly proud. 
But there is another consideration, which, if it did not naturally 
arise of itself, would bo pressed upon us by the taunts of European 
criticism. 

What has this nation done to repay the world for the benefits 

wc have received from others? We have been repeatedly told, 

and sometimes, too, in a tone of affected impartiality, that tho 

highest praise which can fairly lac given to the American mind is 

16 
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that of possessing an enlightened selfishness ; lliiit if the philos- 
ophy and talents of this country, with all their effects, were for- 
ovcr swept into oblivion, the low wonli.l bo foil- only by ourselves; 
and that if to the accuracy of this general charge the labors of 
Franklin present an illustrious, it is still but ii solitary, exception, 

'('lie answer may bo given confidently and triumphantly. With- 
out abandoning the fame of our evninent men. whom Europe has 
been slow and reluctant to honor, we would reply, that the intel- 
lect 1 .!^ power of this people bus exi rted Itself in conformity to the 
general system of our institutions and manners, arid, the ret ore. 
that for the proof of its existence, and the measure of its force, 
we must look not so much to the works of prominent individuals, 
as to the great aggregate results; and if Europe has hit.hei'to been 
wilfully blind. to the value of our example and the exploits of our 
sagacity, courage, invention and freedom, the blame must rest with, 
her, and not with America. 

Is it nothing for the universal pood of mankind to have carried 
into successful operation a system ot' self-government uniting per- 
sonal liberty, freedom of opinion, and equality of rights, with 
naiional power and dignity sueb as had before existed only in the 
(,'toiiku dreams of philosophers ? Is it nothing, in moral science, 
to have anticipated, In sobra' rcaliiy, numerous plans! of reform in 
civil and criminal jurisprudence, which are but now received as 
plausible theories by the ocliticians and economists of Europe? Is 
it noihing to have been able to call forth on every emergency, 
either in war or peace, a body of talents always equal to the diffi- 
culty ? Is it nothing to have, in less than half a century, exceed- 
ingly improved the sciences of political economy, of law, and of 
medicine, with all their auxiliary branches; to have enriched 
human knowledge by the accumulation of a great mass of useful 
fact and observations, and to have augmented the power and the 
comforts of civilized man by miracles of mechanical invention? 
Is it nothing to have given the world examples of disinterested 
patriotism, of political wisdom, of public virtue; of learning, elo- 
quenco and valor, never exerted save for some praiseworthy end ? 
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It is sufficient to have briefly suggested tbesc considerations: every 
mind woulil anticipate mo iu filling up the details. 

Ho, land of liberty ! thy children have no cause to blush, for 
thee, What though the arts have reared few monuments among 

us, and scarce a trace of tins Muse's footstep is fbuud in the put ha 
of out' forests, or atom:' the banks of our livers, — yet our soil has 
been consecrated liy the blocd of heroes, and by great and holy 
deeds of pea.ee ! Its wide eodenl has become one vast temple and 
hallowed asylum, sanctified by the prayers and '.Ces-ings of the per- 
secuted of every sect, and the wretched of all nations. 



CENTENNIAL BIRTHDAY OF WASHINGTON. — D. Webster. 

Wj-: are met to testily our regard for him whose name is inti- 
mately blended with whatever belays most essentially to the pros- 
perity, ibe liberty, the five 1 i:~t i v. 1 1 i i jt 1 .=. and :lte renown, of oar 
country. That name was of power to Tally a nation in the hour 
of thick-throngmg public disa>ier,s and calamities; that name 
shone, amid the storm of war, a beacon-light to cheer and guide 
the country's friends; it fluxed, too, like a meteor, to repel her 
fbes. That name, in the days of peace, was a loadstone, attracting 
to itself a whole people's confidence, a whole people's love, and the 
whole world's respect.; that name, descending with all time, spread- 
ing over the whole earth, and uttered in all the languages belong- 
ing to the tribes and races of inert, will forever be pronounced with 
affectionate gratitude by every one in whose breast there shall 
arise an aspiration for human rights ami human liberty. 

A true friend of his country loves her friends and bixoiimtors, 
and thinks it no degradation to commend ami commemorate (.'rem. 
Tlie voluntary outpouring of the public feeling, mace to-day, from 
the north to the south, and from the cast to the west, proves this 
sentiment to bo both just and natural. In the cities and in the 
villages, in the public temples ami in the family circles, among all 
ages and sexes, gladdened voices, to-day, bespeak grateful hearts, 
and a freshened recollection of the virtues of the Father of his 
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Country. And it will be so, in all time to come, so long aa public 
virtue is itself an object of regard. The ingenuous youth of 
America mill hold up to themselves (lie bright model of Washing- 
ton's example, and study to be what they behold; they will con- 
template his character till all its virtues spread out and display 
themselves to their delighted vision ; as the earliest astronomers, 
the shepherds on the plains of Ilibylou, gazed at the stars till they 
saw them form into clusters and eeusiijllaU.oiis, overpowering at 
length the eyes of the beholders with ilie united blaze of a thou- 
sand lights. 

Wo are at the point of a century from the birth of Washington; 
and what a century it. has. been ! faring its course, the human 
mind has seemed to proceed with a sort of geometric velocity, 
accomplishing, ii)r hiu!i;m intelligence mul human freedom, more 
than had been done in fives or tons of centuries preceding. Wash- 
ington stands at the commencement of a new era, as well as at the 
head of the new world. A century from the birth of Washington 
has changed the world. The country of Washington has been the 
theatre on which a great part of that change has been wrought, 
and Witshhigion himself n principal agent by which it has been 
accomplished. His age and his country are equally full of won- 
ders ; and of both he is the chief. 

If tho prediction of the poet, uttered a few years before his 
birth, be true; if, indeed, it be designed by Providence- that the 
grandest exhibition of human character ami humau affairs shall be 
made on this theatre of the weslern world: if it be truo that, 
" The four first acts already past, 
A tit'tri shall (jk.se the dramn ivifli (.he day, — 
TiiinvB noblest ef&priii" ia r.ho last;" 

how could this imposing, swelling, final scene, be appropriately 
opened, how could its intense interest be adequately sustiihicd, but 
by tho introduction of just such a character as our Washington? 

W:»h;ugton hud ii.i:;:ijie:J his jiundiood when that si'jii'k ■ >J* liberty 
was struck out in his own country, which has since kindled into a 
flame, and shot its beams over the earth. In the flow of a century 
from his birth the world lias changed in science, in arts, in the 
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extent of commerce, in the improvement of navigation, and in all 
that relates to the civilization of man. But it is the spirit of 
human freedom, the new elevation of individual man, in his mora!, 
social and political character, lending ilie whole long (rain of other 
improvements, ivhieh has most, remarkably distil ig : .ii.-;ied tins era. 

The political presperity which (his country has attained, and 
which it now enjoys, it, has acquired mainly tbrengh the instru- 
mentality of the present government. While this agent continues, 
the capacity of attaining to still higher decrees of prosperity exists 
also. We have, while tins lasts, a political life, capable of bene- 
iicial exertion, with power to resist or overcome mis fortunes, to 
sustain us against the ordinary accidents of human affairs, and to 
promote, by active efforts, every public interest. But dismember- 
ment strikes at the very being which preserves these faculties. It 
would lay its rude and ruthless hand on this great agent itself. It 
would sweep away, not only what we possess, but all power of 
regaining lost or acquiring new possessions. It would leave the 
country, not only bereft of ils prosperity ^nd happiness, but with- 
out limbs, or organs, or faculties, by which to exert itself, here- 
after, in the pursuit, of thai, prosperity and happiness. 

titer lnisa.iil.unes may he borne, or their effects overcome. If 
disastrous v.ar should sweep our commerce from the ocean, another 
generation may renew it ; if it exhaust our treasury, future indus- 
try may replenish it; if it desolate and lay waste our fields, still, 
under a new cultivation, they will grow green again, and ripen to 
future harvests. It wore but a (rifle, even if the walls of yonder 
capilol were to crumble, if its lofty pillars should fall, and its gor- 
geous decorations he all covered by the dust, of (lie valley. AH 
these might be rebuilt. But who shall re-eons true t the fabric of 
demolished government? Who shall rear again the well-propor- 
tioned columns of constitutional liberty ? Who shall frame together 
the skilful architecture which unites national sovereignty with 
state rights, individual security, and piddle prosperity? No! if 
these columns fall, they will be raised not again. Like the 
Ooliseum and the IV.rthenon, they will be destined to a mournful, 
a melancholy immortality. Bitterer tears, however, will flow over 
16* 
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them, than were oyer shed over the monuments of Eoman or 
Grecian art ; for they will be tho remnants of ;i more glorious 
edifice than Greece or Rome ever saw, — the edifice of constitu- 
tional American liberty. 

.Hut let us hope ['or better tilings. Lot us trust in l.luif, :u'n'Ious 
Being who lias liitlierto heLl our country as in the hollow of his 
hand. Let us trust to thevirlue anel the intelligence of the people, 
and to tho cranny of rojjjieus o':xig.Hi;j:i, J.u'. as trust to tins influ- 
ence of Washington's example. Let ua liope that that fear of 
Ilea vcu which expel;; all other tear, and thai resii/d to duty which 
transcends all oilier regard, ninv influence public men and private 
citizens, and lead our country si.il] onward in her happy career. 
Full of these g:;n i:\ini; anticipations and hopes, h't -as look forward 
to the end of that tciUury which is now com me need. A hundred 
years henee, o-t.hei' disciples of Washington will celebrate his birth 
with no less of sincere admiration than we now commemorate it. 
When they shall meet, as wc now meet, to do themselves anil him 
that honor, so surely as they shall see the blue summits of his 
native mountains rise in the horizon, so surely as they shall h-eho'd 
the river on whose banks he lived, and on whose banks he rests, 
still flowing on toward the sea, — so surely may Ihey see, as we 
now see, the flag of the Union floating on the lop of the capitol ; 
and then, as now, may the sun, in his course, visit no land more 
free, more happy, more lovely, than this our own country ! 



I may be an enthusiast; but I cannot lint give utterance to the 
conceptions of my own mind. When I look upon the special 
developments of Kuropea.n civilization; when I contemplate the 
growing freedom of the cities, and the middle class which had 
sprung up between the pretenders to divine rule on the one hand, 
and the abject serf on the other ; when I consider tho Reforma- 
tion, and the invention of the press, and see, on the southern shore 
of the continent, an humble individual, amidst untold difficulties 
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and repeated defeat, pursuing the mysterious suggestions which 
the might j deep j:omi:d unceasingly i;;>cn his troubled spirit, till at 
last, with great and hTeiivessibh: energy of soul, lit: discovered that 
there lay in dw fliv western ocean a continent open (or the infusion 
of those elementary principles of liberty which were dwarfed in 
European soil, — I have conceived that, the hand of destiny was 

When 1 saw the immigration of the 1'ilgrims from the ehalky 
shores of England, ■ — in the night fleeing from iheir native home 
— so dramatically and ably pictured by Mr. Webster in his cele- 
brated oration, — when father, mother, brother, wile, sister, lover, 
were all lost, hy those melancholy wanderers "stifling," in the 
language of one who is immortal in the conception, " the mighty 
hunger of the heart," and landing amidst cold, and poverty, and 
death, upon the rude rocks of 1'lyivioulh, ■ — I have ventured to 
think the will of Deity was there ! 

When J. have remembered the Revolution of '7(5, — the seven 
years' war— three millions of men in arms against the most 
powerful nation in history, and vindicating their independence, — 
1 have thou"! it that their suD'eiings and death were not in vain ! 
When I have iioneand icon the forsaken hearth-stone, — -looked in 
upon the battle-field, upon the dying and the dead, — heard the 
agonizing cry, " Water, for the sake of God ! water I " seeing the 
dissolution of this being, — pale lips pressing in death the yet loved 
images of wife, sister, lover, — I will not deem all these in vain! 
I cannot regard this great, continent, reaching from the Atlantic 
to the far Pacific, and from the St. John's to the Rio del Norte, a 
barbarian people of third-rate civilization. 

Like the JbniMii who looked back upon the glory of his ances- 
tors, in woe exclaiming, 



the great dead hover around me; — Lawrence, "Don't give up 
the ship!" — Henry, " Give me liberty or give me death!" — 
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Adams, " Survive or perish, I am for the declaration ! " — Allen, 
"In the name of ihe living (iod, I come! " 

Come, then, thou Menial! who dwellest. not in temple;. iii;nlo 
with hands, but who, in the eity's crowd or by the far forest 
stream, revealest thyself to the earnest seeker after the true and 
right, h.spire my heart ; give mo iiinlying courage to pursue the 
promptings of my spirit ; and, whether I alial.1 be called in the 
shades of life to look upon as sweet and kind and 1 lovely faces as 
now, or, shut in by sorrow and niglil, horrid vi-ions shall gloom 
upon me iu my dying hour — ! my country, MAYJBT THOU yet 



THE MISSOURI QUESTION. — W. Pinteiey. 

I have long since persuaded myself that the Jlisi-onii question. 

as it is called, might be laid to rest, with innocence and safety, by 

seme conciliatory compromise at least, by which, as is our duty, 
we might reconcile the extremes of conflicting views and feelings, 
without any ,-aeriiic^ of coi:stii.uuo(iiil principle; and, in any event, 
that the Union would easily and triumphantly emerge from those 
portentous clouds with which this controversy is supposed to have 
environed it. 

Sonic of ihe prineiples announced by t'ae honorable gentleman, 
with an explicitness that reflected ihc highest credit on his candor, 
did, when they were first presented, startle mo not a little. They 
were not, perhaps, entirely new. Perhaps T had seen then: before 
in some shadowy and doubtful shape, 



But hi the honor id ilc gentleman's speech ihey were shadowy and 
doubtful no longer, He exhibited them in forms so boldly and 
accurately defined, with contoursso distinctly traced, with features 
so pronounced and striking, that I was unconscious for a moment 
that they might be old acquaintances. I received them as novi 
hospilts within these walls, and gazed upon them with astonish- 
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mcnt and alarm. I have recovered, however, thank God, from this 
paroxysm of terror, although not i'rani that of astonishment. I 
have sought and ibmid train|nillily mid courage In my former con- 
solatory lahb. My reliance Is that these principles will obtain no 
general currency; for, it they should, it rei|uires no gloomy imag- 
ination to sadden the perspective of the future. My reliance is 
upon the unsophisticated good sense and noble spirit of the Ameri- 
can people, T have what 1 may bo allowed to call a proud and 
patriotic trust, that they will give countenance to no principles 
which, if followed out, to their obvious consequences, will not only 
shake the goodly fabric of the L'nion to it? foundations, but reduce 
it to a melancholy ruin. The people of this country, if I do not 
wholly mistake their character, are wise as well as virtuous. 
They know the value of that llderal assoeiaiion which is to them 
the single pledge and irttaranlec of power ar.d peace. Their warm 
and pious affections will cling to it as to their only hope of pros- 
perity and haii|jine;i, in deliaiico of iieriiieiotts abstractions, by 
whomsoever inculcated, or howsoever seJue'.ive and alluring itt 
their aspect. 

It is not an occasion like this, although connected: as, contrary 
to all reasonable expectation, it has teen, with fearful avid disorgan- 
izing theories, which would make our estimates, whether fanciful 
or sound, of natural law. the measure of civil rights and political 
sovoreigntv in the social slate, that can harm the Union, It must, 
indeed, be a mighty storm that can push from its moorings this 
sacred ark of the common safety. It, is not every trifling breeze, 
however it may be made to sob and howl in imitation of the tem- 
pest, by the auxiliary breath o! i.lie ambitious, the timid, or the 
discontented, that can drive this gallant vessel, freighted with 
everything that is dear to an American bosom, upon the rocks, 01' 
lay it a sheer hulk upon the ocean. I will continue to cherish the 
belief that the Union of those 'states is formed to boar up against 
far greater shocks than, through all vicissitudes, It is ever likely 
to encounter. I will continue to cherish the belief that, although, 
like all oilier human iustir.it:ons ; it may for a reason be disturbed, 
or waller iiioineotary eel ipse by the transit across its disk of some 
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mill ig a an t planet, i( possesses a recuperative force, ii rail fining 
energy in the hearts of the people, that will soon restore it to its 
wonted calm, and give it brick lis accustomed splendor. On such 
a subject I will discard nil hysterica! apprehensions, I will deal in 
no sinister auguries, 1 will indulge in no hypochondriacal forebod- 
ings. I will look forward to the future with gay and cheerful 
hope, ami will make llio prospect smile, in fancy at least, until 
overwhelming rcaliiy shall rentier it no longer possible. 

It is now avowed that, while Maine is io be ushered into the 
Union with every possible demons! rat [on o.f studious reverenee on 
our part, and on hers with colors flying, and all the other graceful 
accompaniments of honorable triumph, ibis ill-eonditioned upstart 
of the west, this obseure foundling of a wilderness, that was but 
yesierday the huniing-groaiid of I be savage, is to find her way into 
the American family as she can, wil.h a humiliating badge of 
remediless inferior/by patched upon her garments, with the mark 
of recent, fpialificd manumission upon her, or rather with a brand 
upon her forehead to tell I he story of her territorial vassalage, and 
lo perpetuate die memories of her evil propensities. It is now 
avowed that, while the robust district of Maine is to be seated by 

the side of her truly rcspe ble parent, ooiimimrte in authority and 

honor, and is to be dandled into that power and dignity of which 
she does not stand in need, bill which undoubtedly she deserves, the 
more infant! uc and feeble Missouri is to be repelled with harsh- 
ness, and forbidden to eonie at till, unless with the iron collar o.f 
servitude about licr neeli, Instead of the eivie crown of republican 
freedom upon her brows, and is to be doomed forever to leading- 
string-!, unless she "ill exchange ibose leading-dring,-, tor shackles. 

There is such a thing as enthusiasm, moral, coitions or oolitical, 
or a compound of all three; — and it is wonderful what it will 
attempt, and from what hn perceptible beginning it. sometimes 
rises into a mighty agent. Rising from some obseure or unknown 
source, it first shows itself a petty rivulet, which scarcely murmurs 
over the pebbles that obstruct its way ; then it swells into a fierce 
torrent, bearing all before it ; and then again, like some mountain 
stream which occasional rains iiave precipitated upon the valley, it 
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sinks once more into a rivulet, and finally leaves its channel dry. 
Such a tiling has happened. I do not say that it is now happen- 
ing. It would not become me to say so. But, if it should occur, 
woe to the unlucky territory that should be struggling to make its 
way into the Union at the moment when the opposing inundation 
was at its height, and at the same instant this wide Mediterranean 
of discretionary powers, which it scours is ours, should open up all 
its sluices, and, with a consentaneous rush, mingle with the turbid 
waters of the others ! 



EDUCATION Olf 'J'.TTE YOUNG. — H. Mann. 

I'VuM ii.cr ciirlicst colonial lrtfovy. the policy of M;i*s;iolmsetis 
has been to develop the minds of all her people, and to imbue tliem 
with the principles of duty. To do this work most effectually, she 
has begun it with the young. If she would continue to mount 
higher and higher towards the summit of prosperity, she must 
continue tho means by which her present, elevation has been 
gained. In doing this, she will not only exercise the noblest pre- 
rogative of government, but will cooperate with the Almighty in 
one ;.il' his sublimest works. 

The Greek rhetoric;;! :i l.ongmus quotes from the Mosaic account 
of the creation what he calls the sublimest passage ever uttered ; 
" God said, ' Let there be light,' and there was light." From the 
centre of black immensity effulgence burst forth. Above, beneath, 
on every side, its radiance streamed out, silent, yet making each 
spot in the vast concave brighter than the line which the lightning 
pencils upon the midnight cloud. Darkness fled lis the swift beams 
spread onward and outward, in an unending circumfusion of splen- 
dor. Onward and outward still they move to this day, glorifying, 
through wider and wider regions of space, the infinite Author from 
whose power and beneficence they sprang. But not only in tho 
beginning when God created the heavens and the earth did he say 
" Let there be light." Whenever a human soul is born into the 
world, its Creator stands over it, and ag 
sublime words, " Let there be light." 
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Magnificent, indeed., was the material creation, when, s 
blazing for (J i in mid space, tin; new-born sun dispelled the dark- 
ness of the ancient night. But iiifi.nii.dy more magnificent is it 
when the human soul rays forth its subtler and rnvifi.er beams; 
when the light of die senses ii'i'adiates nil outward things, reveal - 
ing die beauty of their colors and the exquisite symmetry of their 
proportions and Ibrms; when (lie li^hi. u;' reason penetrates to their 
invisible properties and law.s aod display^ all those liidden rela- 
tions that make up all (lie sciences; when the light of conscience 
illuminates the moral woi'hl, separating truth from error, and 
virtue from vice. The light of the newly-kindled sun, indeed, was 
glorious. It struck upon all the planets, and waked into existence 
their -myriad capacities of lift and joy. As it rebounded from 
them, and showed their vast, orbs all wheeling, circle beyond circle, 
in their stupendous courses, the sons of God shouted for joy. That 
light sped onward, beyond Sirius, beyond the pole-star, beyond 
Orion and the Pleiades, and is still spreading onward into the 
abysses of space. But the light of the human soul flies swifter 
than the light of the sun, and outshines its meridian blaze. It 
can embrace not only the sun of our system, but all suns and gal- 
axies of suns ; ay! the soul is capable of knowing and of enjoying 
Him who created the- suns themselves : and when these starry lus- 
tres that now glorify the firmament shall was dim, and fado away 
like a wasted taper, the light of the soul shall still remain; nor 
time, nor cloud, nor any power but its own perversity, shall ever 
quench its brightness. Again I would say, that whenever a human 
soul is born into the world, t.I ud stands over it, and pronounces the 
same sublime fiat. '■ Let there be light ! " and may the time soon 
come, when all human government:, shall cooperate with the divine 
government in carrying this benediction and baptism into fulfil- 



Tin: rum; t;tt.t., — j. c. Caih.-^ 



The bill violates the constimiion, plainly and palpably, in many 
of its provisions, by authorizing the president, at his pleasure, to 
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place the dilleront. ports of this l,"nio:i on an i.niv-i^d fooling, nn- 
trary to that provision of the constitution which declares that no 
preference shall be given i.o one port, over another. Lt also violates 
the constitution, by a ntlio rising hhn, at Ids discretion, to impose 
cash duties on one port while credit is allowed in others; by 
enabling the president to regulate commerce, a [lower vested in 
Congress alone ; and by drawing within the jurisdiction of the 
United States' courts power* never intended to be conferred on 
them. As great as these objections are, they laoome insignifi- 
cant in the provisions of a bill, which, by a single blow, by treat- 
ini the states as a mere lawless mass of iiidividuais, prostrates all 
the barriers of the constitution. It proceeds on the ground that 
the entire sovereignty of this country belongs to the American 
people, as forming one great coinini.iiiil.y, and regards the states 
as mere fractions or counties, and not as an integral part of the 
Union; having no mora right to resisl the cneroiiohments of the 
government than a county lias to resist the authority of a state; 
and treating such resistance as the lawless acts of so many indi- 
viduals, without possessing sovereignty or political rights. 

It has been said that the bill declares war against South Caro- 
lina. No .' it decrees a massacre of her citizens ! War has some- 
thing ennobling about it, and, with all its horrors, brings into 
action the highest ipuiluW. intellectual and moral. It was, per- 
haps, in the order of Providence that it should be permitted for 
that very purpose. But this bill declares no war, except, indeed, 
it be that which savages wage ; a war, not against the community, 
but the citizens of whom that community is composed. But I 
regard it as worse than savage warfare, — -as an attempt to take 
away life, under the color of law, without the trial by jury, or any 
other safeguard which the constitution has thrown around the life 
of the citizen ! It authorizes the president, or even his deputies, 
when they may suppose the law to be violated, without the inter- 
vention of a. court or jury, to kill without mercy or discrimination. 

It has been said by the senator from Tennessee to be' a measure 
of peace! Yes ! such peace as the wolf gives to the lamb, — the 
kite to the dove ■! Such peace as Russia gives te Poland, or death 
17 
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to its victim ! A peace by evhiguhhiug ihe [10T 1 1 1 ■.r>1 exigence of 
the state, by awing her into an abandonment, of the exercise of 
every power which constitutes her a sovereign community ! It ia 
to South Carolina a question of self- pre serva (.iuu ; and I proclaim 
it, that, should ttils hill pass, and an attempt he made to enforce it, 
it will be resisted, at every hazard — even that of death itself ! 
Death is not the greatest calamity; there are others still more 
terrible to the free and brave, ami among them may be placed 
the loss of liberty and honor. There are thousands of hec 
bravo sons who, if need be, are prepared cheerfully to lay down 
their lives in defence of the state, and the great prim-iples of con- 
stitutional liberty for which she is contending. God forbid that 
this should become necessary ! It never can be, milnsa ibis: gov- 
ernment is resolved to bring the question (o extremity ; when her 
gallant, .-ens will stand prepared to perform the last, duty — to die 
cobly ! 



MASSACHUSETTS AXTI VIlKiTXIA. — 7. G. Palfrey. 

Tinikk days ago 1 listened to another si rain from the Ancient 
Dominion, with the delight which such uriu-oful elcqueucc has the 
power to give, and certainly not without my share of the emotion 
which was stirred in every hearer. T. trust, thai it was not a mere 
transient pleasure, hut that I was warmed with something of tha 
patriotic spirit uhich he lies so powerfully exhorted us to cultivate, 
So far as that effect was produced, 1 shall be only the bettor qual- 
ified to sustain those views of the public well-being and honor of 
which I have occasionally come forward here- as the very humble 
advocate. Admiring the elevated and generous lone of many of 
that gentleman's remarks, there were yet some tilings I could have 
wished otherwise, independent of lus argument on the particular 
question now in band, whieh, of course, did not satisfy me. 

The gentleman thinks that Virginia laid Massachusetts under 
an obligation of gratitude and affection by her sympathy and aid 
in lite disastrous time of the Boston port-bill. I think she did, 
and that the debt is mutual, at least. Docs the gentleman sup- 
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pose that the distresses incurred by MassaehuscUs, at the period 
of which he speaks, were soh.dy lor objects of her own; or that the 
exertions made by Virginia and others of her sister colonies, — 
whether regarded as made in her behalf, or for the common cause, 
for which she wan standing the foremost eh an-, pi on, — were any- 
thing more than mitigations of hey woe ? "When James Otia argued 
in the old state -ho use against the writs of assistance, and " then 
and there," according to John Adams, " the child Independence 
was born," for whom was that birth ? — for Massachusetts, or fin- 
America ? When, from her Kanonil Hall, and the meetings of her 
village democracies, ihe gauntlet was thrown down to the tremen- 
dous power of ling laud, was Massachusetts alone in the prospect 
of advantage from that- strife, or only most forward in its perils'; 
When the vindictive l: port bill," to which the gentleman referred, 
took effect, was it some Virginian city, or was it Boston, the chief 
mart of the continent, that saw its prosperity made desolation, and 
the «rass springing in its streets? And if Massachusetts did incur 
a debt for the sympathy and soccers wbiob, a.s ihe gentleman cor- 
rectly states, she then received, 1! think she paid some instalments 
of it when she bore the first furious brunt of the battle on her own 
soil, when she sent nearly one soldier in every three to the armies 
of the Revolution, and when ihe excess of her payments into the 
common treasury, Cot the prosecution of the war, over and above 
what she drew from it, was greater than that of the aggregate of 
her twelve sister states. 

lint when the gentloimta, calling up alfeeting !vminiscen;:es of 
the past, appealed to us of Massa.chu setts to be faithful to the obli- 
gations of patriotism, 1 repeat that I trust bis language fell profit- 
ably as well as pleasantly on my car. He has reminded us of our 
stern but constant ancestry. I hope weshall be truo to their great 
mission for freedom and right, and all the more true for having 
listened to hiso-.vn impressive exhortation. The gentleman remem- 
bers the declaration of lluiue, that "it was to tho Puritans that 
the people of llng'aad owed its liberties." May their race never 
desert that work, as long as any of it is left to do! Sir, as I come 
of a morning to my duties hero, I am apt to stop before the pie- 
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turo in your rotunda, of the departure from Delft Haven of that 
vessel, " freighted with the beat hopes of the world," and refresh 

myself by looking in the (aces, of four ancestors oi' my own, depicted 
by the limner in the group on that dismal deck : the brave and 
prudent loader of the company, hi* head and knee bowed in prayer, 

— his faithful partner, blending In her mild but care-worn counte- 
nance the expression of the wife, the parent, the exile and the saint, 

— the young umidcu and the youth) going out to the wide sea and 
the wide world, but. already trained to masculine endurance and 
" perfect peace," by the precious faith of Christ. Not more stead- 
fast than those !:.)rlor:i wanderer,; were iho men who, in the tapes- 
tried chambers of. England's gro;it sway, with stout sword on thigh, 
and a stouter faith in the heart, and the ragged flags of Cressy, 
and Agincourt, ami the Armada, above their heads, 

" Sat, Tvic.ii TiibliiS open, anniiid t-!:e eounoil board, 
And answered a ki ':■.;',■, mi-.-ivu will: a :ti-rv. - '.J.'juio .^.ii'i lie: Lord.' " 

Mot hardier were they who, in the iron squadrons of Fairfax and 
Cromwell, had many a hard trot, on many a hot and dusty day, to 
get so much as a si^htof the backs of these silk :i nd velvet cavaliers 
of whom the cleqrionl genlleimm discoursed with so much unction. 



TRESCTt AGCKtSSrOiNS.— ff. T. P-rnie. 

'I'm-: solemn oalh of America has ascended to heaven. She has 
sworn to preserve her independence, her religion and her laws, or 
nobly perish in their defence, and lie buried in the wrecks of her 
empire. To the, late of our government is united the fate of our 
country. The convulsions that destroy the one must desolate the 
Other. Their destinies are interwoven, and they must triumph or 
fall together. Where, then, is the nam so hardened in political 
iniquity as to advocate the victories of French arms, which would 
render his countrymen slave.-, or to promote the ddlitsion of French 
principles, which would render l.liem savages? Can it be doubted 
that ibe pike of a French soldier is. less cruel and (eroeieus than 
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the fraternity of a French philosopher ? Whore is the youth in 
this assembly who oonld, without agonized emotions, behold the 
Gallic invader hurling the brand of devastation into the dwelling 
of his father, or with sacrilegious cupidity plundering the cora- 
munion-table of his God ? Who could witness, without indignant 
desperation, the mother who bore him inhumanly murdered in the 
defence of her infants? Who could bear, without frantic horror, 
the shrieks of a sister flying from pollution, and leaping from the 
biasing roof to impale herself on the point of a halberd ? "If any, 
speak, for him I have offended ! " No, my fellow-citizens, these 
scenes arc never. to be witnessed by American eyes. The souls of 
your ancestors still live in the bosom of their descendants ; and, 
rather than submit thin f i.ir laud of their inheritance to ravage and 
dishonor, from hoary age to helpless infancy they will form one 
united bulwark, and oppose their breasts to the assailing foe. 



RESISTANCE TO ENGLAND.— P. Henry. 

Mb. President, it is natural for man to indulge in the illusions 
of hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against a painful truth, and 
listen to the song of that siren till she transforms us into beasts. 
Is It the part of wise men, engaged in the great and arduous 
struggle &r liberty ? Are we disposed to be of the number of 
those who, having eyes see not, and having ears hear not, the 
things which so nearly concern their temporal solvation? For my 
part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing to know 
the whole truth, and lo provide for it. 

I have but one lamp by which my fuel are guided, and that is 
the lamp of experience. I know of no way of judging of the 
future but by the past. And, judging by the past, I wish to 
know what there has been in the conduct of the British ministry, 
for the last ten years, to justify those hopes with which gentlemen 
have been pleased to solace themselves and the house ? Is it that 
iiisidimis smile with which our petition has been lately received ? 
Trust it not, sir ! it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer not 
17* 
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yourselves to be betrayed wii.li a. kiss. Ask yourselves how this 
gracious reception of our petition comports with those warlike 
preparations which cover our waters and darken our land. 

Ave fleets and iirmies ncces-nry to si work of love ami ri-:.-or.ci1 L- 
ation? Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled, 
that force must he called in to win back our love ? Let us not 
deceive ourselves, sir. These are the implements of war and sub- 
jugaiiurt, the '.art. org urn en is i.o which kiii^.s resort, I ask gentle- 
men, sir, what lneaus this martial array, if iis purpose be not to 
force us to submission? Can gentlemen as-,ign any other motive 

lias (jl'vfil l!r".tain any other enemy in this quarter of the v.Y'vld, 
to call for all this aecumubLiiuu of navies and armies? No, sir, 
she has none. They are meant for us;, they can be meant for no 
Other. They are sent ever to bind and rivet upon us those chains 
which the British ministers have been so long forging. 

And what have we to oppose them ? Shall we try argument ? 
Sir, we have been trying that for the last ten years. Have we 
anything new to offer on the subject ? Nothing. We have held 
the subject up in every light of which it is capable ; but it has 
been all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty ami humble suppli- 
cation? What terms shall wo find which have not been already 
exhausted '? Let us net. T beseech yon, sir, deceive ourselves longer. 
Sir, we have done everything that could be done, to avert the storm 
which is now coming on. We have petitioned, we havo remon- 
strated, we have supplicated, we have prostrated ourselves before ' 
the throne, and have implored its interposition to arrest the tyran- 
nical hands of the ministry and parliament. Our petitions have 
boon slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional vio- 
lence and insult; our supplications have been disregarded; and we 
have been spurned, with contempt, from the foot of the throne. 

(They tell us, sir, that we are weak — unable to cope with so 
formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger ? Will 
it be the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are 
totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall be stationed in 
every house ? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inae- 
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Hon ? Shall we acquire the means of cITcotual resistance by lying 
supinely on our backs, and lulling (lie delusive phantom of hope, 
until oar enemies shall have hound us hand and foot ? 

Sir, we arc not weak. If we make a pauper use of those means 
which the God of nature hath placed in our power. Three mil- 
lions of people armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a 
country as that which we possess are invineible by any force which 
our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight 
alone. There is a just God who presides over the destinies of 
nations and who will f;iise up friends to light out battles for us. 

The bailie, sir, is not to the strong alone; it Is to the active, the 
vigilant, the brave. Besides, sir, we have no election! If wo 
were base enough io desire it, it. is now too kite to retire from the 
contest. There is no retreat — but in submission and slavery! 
Our ohains are forged ! Their clanking may be heard on the 
plains of Boston. The war is inevitable; — and let it come! I 
repeat . it sir ; let it eome ! 

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry 
Peace ! peace ! — but there is no peace. The war is actually 
begun ! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to 
our cars the clash of resounding arms ! Our brethren are already 
in the field. Why stand we here idle ? What is it that gentle- 
men wish ? What would they have ? Is life so dear, or peace so 
sweet, as to be purchased at the price of ohains and slavery? For- 
bid if, Heaven. ! I know not wliat course others, may take ; but 
as for me, give me liberty, or give mo death ! 



OIIKTSTTAXiTi' THE BASIS OF LIBERTY. — L. Beecher. 
Twice, iii .France, this physical power lis? gained the ascendency 
over law; and by the last victory the discovery has been made, 
that, to patriots, cities are fortresses, and pavements munitions. 
This is one of the most glorious and dreadful discoveries of modern 
days — glorious in its ultima to results. In the emancipation of the 
world, but dreadful In those intervening revolutions which power 
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may achieve in the conquest of liberty, without corresponding 
intelligence and virtue, for ils permanent preservation. 

The conquest of liberty is not difficult ; — the question is, where 
to put it — with whom to intrust it. If to the multitude who 
achieved it it be committed, it will perish by anarchy. If national 
guards are employed in its defence, the bayonets which protect it 
are at any moment able to destroy it for a military despotism. If 
to a republican king It be intrusted, it will have to be regulated by 
state policy, and fed on bread and water, until the aetion of her 
heart, and the movement of her tongue, and the power of her arm, 
as under the deadly incubus, shall cease. There ia not in this 
wide world a safe deposit for liberty, but the hearts of patriots, so 
en.ighl.e;icd as to ha able io judge of (wtix-i. lei^skitien. and so 
patient and disinterested as to practise self-denial and self-govern- 
ment for the publie good. 

But can such a state of society be founded and itisiiiu'nci! wilh- 
outthe Bible and the institutions of CIu ,: st:;;nity ? Did a condition 
of unperverted liberty, uninspired by Christianity, ever bleas the 
world through any considerable period of duration ? The power 
of a favoring clime, and the force of genius, did thrust up from the 
dead level of monotonous despotism the republics of Greece to a 
temporary liberty ; but it was a patent model only, compared with 
such a nation as tins; and it was partial, and capricious, and of 
short duration, and rendered illustrious rather by the darkness 
which preceded and followed, than by the benign influence of its 



FEAR OF FOREIGN POWERS. — G. Mo™. 

Loos at the conduct of America in her infant years. When 
there was no actual invasion of right, but only a claim to invade, 
she resisted the claim, she spurned the insult. Did we then hesi- 
tate ? Did we then wait for foreign alliance ? No ! animated 
with the spirit, warmed with the soul of freedom, we threw our 
oath.-; of allegiance in the face of our sovcivigi;. and committed our 
fortunes and our fate to the God of battles. Wo then were sub- 
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jeets. We had not then attained lo tin: dignity of a: 
republic. We then had no rank among the nations of the earth. 
But we had the spirit which deserved that elevated station. And, 
now that we have gained it, shall wo fall from our honor ? 

Sir, I repeat to you that I wish for peace : real, lasting, honor- 
able peace. To obtain and seou.ro this blessing, let us, by a bold 
and decisive conduct, convince 1 lie powers, of Europe that we are- 
determined to defend our rights; that we will not submit to insult; 
that we will not bear degradation. This is the conduct which 
becomes a generous people. This conduct will command the 
respect of the world. Nay, it may rouse all Europe to a proper 
sense of their situation, They sec tliit the balance of power, on 
which their liberties: depend, is, if not destroyed, in extreme dan- 
ger. They know that tho dominion of France has been extended 
by the sword over millions who groan in the servitude of then- 
new masters. These unwilling subje^s arc ripe for revolt. The 
empire of the Gauls is not, like that of Home, secured by political 
institutions. It may yet be broken. But, whatever may be the 
conduct of others, let us act as becomes ourselves. I cannot 
believe, with my honorable colleague, that three-fourths of Amer- 
ica are opposed to vigorous measures. I cannot believe that Ihey 
will meanly refuse to pay the sinus needful to vindicate their honor, 
ii ud support their independence. This is a libel on the people of 
America. They will disdain submission lo the proudest sovereign 
on earth. They have not lost the spirit of '76. But, if they are 
so base as to barter their rights for gold, — if they are so vile that 
they will not defend their honor, — they are unworthy of the rank 
they enjoy, and it is no matter how soon they are parcelled out 
among better masters.. 

Act as becomes America, and all America will be united in 
your support. What is our conduct ? Do we endeavor to fetter 
and trammel Ibe executive authority? Do we oppose obstacles? 
Do we raise difficulties ? No ! Wo are willing to commit into 
the hands of the chief magistrate the treasure, the power and the 
energies, of the country. We ask for ourselves nothing. We 
expect nothing. All we ask is for our country. Arid, although 
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we do not believe in the sm:ecs.s of (.rutty, yet (lie resolutions we 
move, and the language we hold are calculated to promote it. 

I have now performed, to the best of my power, the great duty 
which I owed to my country. I have given that, advice which in 
my soul I believe to be the best. But I have little hope that it 
will be adopted. I fear that, by feeble councils, we shall bo ex- 
posed to a long and bloody war. This fear is perhaps ill-founded, 
and if so I shall thank God that I was mistaken. I know that, 
in the order of his providence, the wisest ends frequently result 
from the most foolish measures. It is our uu!y- to submit our- 
selves to his high dispensations. 1 know thai, war, with all its 
misery, is not wholly without advantage. It calls forth the ener- 
gies of character; it favors tlie manly virtues ; it gives elevation 
to sentiment ; it. produces national union, generates patriotic love, 
and infuses a just sense of national honor. If, then, we are 
doomed to war, let us meet it as we ought; and, when the hour of 
trial comes, let it iiud us a baud of brothers. 



BRITISH INFLUENCE J. Randolph. 

Against whom are those charges of British predilection brought? 
Against men who, in the war of the Devolution, were in the coun- 
cils of the nation, or fighting the battles of your country. 

Strange, thai ive should have no objection io any other people or 
government, civilized or savage, in the wliolo world ! The great 
autocrat of all the Russias receives the homage of our high consid- 
eration. The dey of Algiers and his divan of pirates are a very 
civil, good sort of people, with whom we 2nd no difficulty in main- 
taining the relations of peace and amity. "Turks, Jews, and infi- 
dels," ov the barbarians and savages of every clime and color, are 
welcome to our arms. With chiefs of banditti, negro or mulatto, 
we can treat and can trade. Name, however, but Eimhtnd, and 
all our antipathies are up in arms against her. Against whom ? 
Against those whoso blood runs in our veins ; in common with 
whom we claim Shakspeare, and Xuwtou. and Chatham, for our 
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countrymen: whose government is tin; freest on eiirth, our own only 
excepted ; from whom every valuable principle of our own institu- 
tions has been borrowed — representation, trial by jury, voting 
the supplies, writ of habeas corpus — our whole civil and criminal 
jurisprudence. In what school did the worthies of our laud, the 
Washington, Henrys. H anoooks, liYanklins, Rutlcdges, of Amer- 
ica, learn those principles of civil liberty which were so nobly 
asserted by their wisdom and valor ''. American resistance to Brit- 
ish usurpation has net. been move warmly cherished by these great 
men and their compatriots — not more by Washington, Hancock, 
and Henry— than by Chatham and his illustrious associates in 
the British Parliament. 

It ought to be remembered, too, that the heart of the English 
people was with us. It was a selfish and corrupt ministry, and 
their servile tools, to whom we were not more opposed than they 
were. I trust that none such may ever exist among us; for tools 
will never bo wauling to subserve the purpose's, however ruinous or 
wicked, of kings and ministers of state. J. action ledge (be influ- 
ence of a Shakspeare and a Milton- upon my imagination, of a 
Locke upon my understanding, of a Sidney upon my political prin- 
ciples, of a Chatham upon equalities which would to God I pos- 
sessed in common with that illustrious man ! This is a British 
influence which 1 can never shake off. 



Waes, in all eoun!rics : and most of all in such as are free, arise 
from the impetuosity of the public feelings. The despotism of 
Turkey is often obliged by clamor to unsheath the sword. War 
iuigl.it perhaps be delayed, but tould not bo prevented. The 
causes of it would remain, would be aggravated, would be multi- 
plied, and soon become inf.elerrdihs, More captures, mere impress- 
ments, would swell the list of our wrongs, and the current of our 
rage. I make no calculation of the arts of those whose employ- 
ment it has been, on former occasions, to fan the fire. I say noth- 
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ing of the foreign money and emissaries tlisit might foment tho 
spirit of hostility, because the state of things will naturally run to 
violence. With less than their former exertion, (hey would be 



Will our government bo able to temper and restrain the turbu- 
lence of such a crisis ? The government, alas ! will be in no 
capacity to govern, A divided people, and divided councils! 
Shall we cherish the spirit of peace, or show the energies of war ? 
Shall we make our adversary afraid of our strength, or dispose 
Mm, by the measures of resentment and broken faith, to respect 
our rights ? Do gentlemen rely on the state of peace because both 
nations will be worse disposed to keep it, — because injuries and 
insults still harder to endure will be mutually offered? 

Such a state of things will exist, if we should long avoid war, 
B8 will be worse than war. Peace without security, accumulation 
of injury without redress or the hope of it, resentment against the 
aggressor, contempt for ourselves, Intestine discord and anarchy. 
Worse than this need not be apprehended ; for, if worse could hap- 
pen, anarchy would bring it. Is this the peace gentlemen under- 
take with such fearless confidence to maintain ? Is this the station 
of American dignity whioh the high-spirited champions of our 
national independence and honor could endure; nay, which they 
are anxious, and almost violent, to seize for the country? What is 
there in the treaty that could humble us so low ? Are they the 
men to swallow their resentments who so lately were choking with 
them? If, in the ease contemplated by them, it should be peace, 
I do not hesitate to declare it. ought not to be peace. 

Is there anything in the prospect of tho interior state of the 
country to encourage us to aggravate the dangers of a war? 
Would not the shook of that evil produce another, and shake down 
the feeble and then unbraced structure of our government? Is 
this a chimera ? Is it going off the ground of matter of fact to 
say the rejection of the appropriation proceeds upon the doctrine 
of a civil war of the departments ? Two branches have ratified a 
treaty, and we are going to set it aside. How is this disorder in 
the machine to be rectified ? While it exists, its movements must 
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stop ; and when we talk of a remedy, is that any other than the 
formidable one of a revolutionary interposition of the people? 
And is this, in the judgment even of my opposers, to execute, to 
preserve the constitution and the public order ? Is this the state 
of hazard, if not of convulsion, which they can have the courage to 
contemplate and to brave, or beyond which their penetration can 
reach and sec the issue? They seein to believe, and they act as 
if they believed, that our union, our peace, our liberty, are invul- 
nerable and immortal, — as if our happy state was not to be dis- 
turbed by our dissensions, and that we are not capable of falling 
from it by our un worthiness. Some of them have no doubt better 
nerves and better discernment than mine. They can sec the bright 
aspects and happy eoiiscijuunco-J of all this array of horrors. They 
can see intestine discords, our government disorganized, our wrongs 
aggravated, multiplied and unredressed, peace with dishonor, or 
war without justice, union or resources, in "the calm lights of mild 
philosophy." 

After rejecting the treaty, what is to be the nest step ? They 
must have foreseen what ought to bo done; they have doubtless 
resolved what to propose. Why, then, are they silent? Dare 
they not avow their plan of conduct, or do they wait till our pro- 
gress towards confusion sh;ill guide them in forming it ? 

Let me cheer the mind, weary, no doubt, and ready to despond 
on this prospect, by presenting another, which it is yet in our 
power to realize. Is it possible for a real American to look at the 
prosperity of this country without some desire for its continuance, 
without some respect for the measures which many will say pro- 
duced, and all will confess have preserved it? Will he not feel 
some dread that a change of system will reverse the scone ? The 
well-grounded fears of our citizens, in 1T94, were removed by the 
treaty, but are not forgotten. Then they deemed war nearly inev- 
itable; and would not this adjustment have been considered, at 
that day, as a happy escape from the calamity ? The great interest 
and the general desire of our people was to enjoy the advan- 
tages of neutrality. This instrument, however misrepresented, 
affords America that inestimable security. The causes of our dis- 
18 
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putes are cither cut up by the roots, or referred to a now liegotia- 
tion after the end of thy European war. This was guming every- 
thing, because it confirmed our neutrality, by which our citizens 
are gaining everything. This alone would justify the engagements 
of (lie government. Kor. when the iiery vapors of the war lowered 
in the skirts of our horizon, all oar wishes were concentred in this 
one, that wo might escape the desolation of the storm. This treaty, 
like a rainbow on the edge of the cloud, marked to our eyes the 
space where it was raging, and afrb:'dcd, at Ihc same time, the sure 
prognostic of fair weather. If we reject it, the vivid colors will 
grow palo: it will he a baleful meteor, portending tempest and war. 



THE SPIRIT OP LIBERTY. — J. Otis. 

Ensland may as well dam up the waters of the Nile with bul- 
rushes, as to fetter the step of Freed on i, more proud and firm in 
this youthful land tlian where she treads the sequestered glens of 
Scotland, or couches herself among the magnificent mountains of 
Switzerland. Arbitrary principles, like those against which we 
now contend, have cost one King of England his life, — another, 
his crown, — and they may yc: cost a third ids ieost ilonrisaing 
colonies. 

We are two millions — one-fifth fighting men. Wo are bold 
and vigorous, and we eall no man master. To the nation from 
whom we are proud to derive oar origin wc were ever, and we 
ever will be, ready to yield unforced assistance; but it must not, 
and it never can, be extorted. 

Some have sneeringly asked. '■■ Are tl»e Americans too poor to 
pay a few pounds on stamped paper % " No ! America, thanks to 
God and herself, is rich. But the right to take ten pounds implies 
the right to take a thousand; and what must be the wealth that 
avarice, aidod by power, cannot exhaust ? True, the spectre is now 
small; but the shadow lie easts before him is huge enough to 
darken all this fair land. Others, in sentimental style, talk of the 
immense debt of gratitude which we owe to England. And what 
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is the amount of this debt ? Why, truly, it is the same that the 
young lion owes to the dam, which has brought it forth on the 
solitude of the mountain, or left it amid tlio winds and storms of 
the desert. 

We plunged into the wave, with the great charter of freedom in 
our teeth, because the fagot and torch were behind us. We have 
waked this new world from its savage lethargy ; forests have been 
prostrated in our path ; towns and cities have grown up suddenly 
as the flowers of the tropics ; and the fires in our autumnal woods 
are scarcely more rapid than the increase of our wealth and popu- 
lation. And do we owe all this to the kind succor of the mother 
country ? No ! we owe it to the tyranny that drove us from her, 
— to the pelting storms which invigorated our helples? infancy. 

But, perhaps others will say, " We ask no money from your 
gratitude, — we only demand that you should pay your own ex- 
penses." And who, I pray, is to judge of their necessity? Why, 
the king — and, with all due reverence to his sacred majesty, he 
understands the real wants of his distant subjects as little as he 
does the language of the Choctaws ! Who is to judge concerning 
the frequency of these demands ? The ministry. Who is to judge 
whether the money is properly expended ? The cabinet behind 
the throne. In every instance, those who take are to judge for 
those who pay. If this system is suffered to go into operation, we 
shall have reason to esteem it a great privilege that rain and dew 
do not depend upon parliament ; otherwise, they would soon be 
taxed and dried. 

But, thanks to God, there is freedom enough left upon earth to 
resist such monstrous injustice. The flame of liberty is extin- 
guished in Greece and Rome, but the light of its glowing embers 
is still bright and strong on the shores of America. Actuated by 
its sacred influence, we will resist unto death ! But we will not 
countenance anarchy and misrule. The wrongs that a desperate 
community have neaped upon their enemies shall be amply and 
speedily repaired. Still, it may be well for some proud men to 
remember, that a fire is lighted in these colonies which one breath 
of their king nn.y kindle itito such fury that, the blood of all Eng- 
land cannot extinguish it ! 
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KNOWLEDGE K POWER. — E. H. C%wt. 

Sumtoieot! is it that men have felt and enunciated the sublime 
doctrine that " knowledge is power ; " that, as mind is superior 
to matter, so are ideas more potent and enduring than prodigies of 
physical might. Archimedes' thought is stronger than his lover, 
The mind that planned the pyramids was more powerful than the 
hands that piled them. The inventors of the mariner's compass 
and the telescope have outdone the Macedonian, and won new 
worlds. And the influence of the Cfesars seems mean and narrow 
beside the imperial dominion of the printing-press. Physical i'oreo 
is sectional, and acts in defined methods. But knowledge defies 
gravitation, and is not thwarted by space. It is miraculous in the 
wonder of its achievements, and in its independence of precedont 
and routine. " Knowledge is power ! " Man gains wider dominion 
by his intellect than by his right arm. The mustard-seed of 
thought is a pregnant trensury of vast results. Like the germ in 
Egyptian tombs, its vitality never perishes, and its fruit will spring 
Up after it has Been buried for long ages. To the superficial eye, 
the plain of modern history is merely an arena of battle and treaty, 
colonization and revolution. To the student, this modern history, 
so diversified and mutable, indicates more than this. Luther and 
Cromwell, Pilgrim Rock and the Declaration of Independence, are 
the results of an invisible but mighty power, — a levelling and 
exalting power, —a power which, with no mere Cyclopean effort, 
no fitful jEtna convulsion, but with silent tlnobbings, like some 
groat tidal force in nature, is slowly undermining all falsehood, 
and heaving the mass of humanity upwards. But to dwell upon 
the power of knowledge, intellect, thought, is to run into trite 
declamation. The scholar who lias wrung this power in toil and 
sacrifice knows it full well. He sees it, in secret places, distilling 
s the dew, and dropping as the gentle rain from heaven, and 



everywhere diffusing its p 



e experiences its superi- 



ority over nature and brute foroe. He knows its conquests in the 
past and in the future. 
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TUB FALL OF SWITZERLAND.— -S. Smith. 

A'Mi;.i=i: all ilio enormities of the French revolution, no one cir- 
cumstance, perhaps, has excited such general sympathy and indig- 
nation as tho Ml di' Switzerland. With (he nume of .Switzerland 
have been connected, from our earliest years, all the worthy feel- 
ings of the heart, and all the exquisite beaalles of nature, all that 
the eye of taste or the soul of benevolence could require. A race 
of bravo, and happy, and good mon animated tier column rocks and 
glens; the climbing stop of Freedom had scanned the summit of 
the mountains; the unwearied hand of labor had drawn from the 
barren rock sustenance for. man ; the peasant with his plough, and 
his sword, and his book, was at once a tiller of the earth, a soldier, 
and a Christian. Happiness never was more complete; imagina- 
tion could not paint a more enviable lot upon earth, or could the 
earth afford it. For six hundred years they had remained firm as 
their native mountains, amidst all the convulsions of Europe ; for 
two hundred years they had hardly drawn the sword, or never 
drawn it but to conquer. 

Into these hallowed retreats, in the midst of a solemn truce, in 
spite of the strict neutrality observed by the Swiss, and the solemn 
and repeated promises of their own government, burst the common 
enemies of mankind, hot from the carnage and reeking with the 
blood of other nations. They came to no new work of horror; 
they had murdered other innocents, and pillaged other temples, 
and wasted other lands. They could dye the silvered hair of the 
aged man with his own blood; they could curse the tears of 
women, and da^i down the lender child as it lifted its meek eyes 
tor mercy. 

In the midst of such horrid scenes as ilie.^e, in Liny aetiuns of 
heroic valor characterized the last days of Switzerland; and she 
died with her face ever turned to the enemy, slowly yielding, and 
fiercely straggling (o the last. At Obcrland, an old peasant was 
observed in arms, lighting amidst his three children and his seven 
grandchildren; they sustained the combat with Inconceivable 
bravery, calling upon each other by name, tenderly ; the children 
18* 
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thronging about the old man. anil guarding with their manly limbs 
the hoary head of their parent. They wurc all murdered; and in 
a moment of time this valiant race was blotted from the boot of 
living men ! 

The vengeance which the French took of the Swiss, for their 
determined opposition io the invasion of their country, was decisive 
and terrible. The history of Europe can afford no parallel of such 
cruelty. To dark ages, and the most barbarous nations of the 
East, we must turn in vain. The Holdjere, dispersed over the 
country, carried fire and sword and robbery into the most tran- 
quil and hidden valleys of Switzerland. From the depth of sweet 
retreats echoed the shrieks of murdered men, stabbed in their 
humble dwellings, under the shadow of'tlu: high mountains, in the 
midst of those scenes of nature which make solemn and pure the 
secret thought of man, and appal him with the majesty of God. 
The flying peasants saw, in the midst of the night, their cottages, 
their implements of husbandry, and tho hopes of the future year, 
expiring in one cruel conflagration. 

The Swiss was a simple peasant; the French are a mighty 
people, combined for tho regeneration of Europe. 0, Europe! 
what dost thou owe to tins mighty people > — dead bodies, ruinous 
heaps, broken hearts, endless confusion, and unutterable woe ! By 
this mighty people the Swiss have lost their country; that country 
which they loved so well, that, if they heard but tho simple song 
of their childhood, tears fell down every manly 'ace, and the hearts 
of intrepid soldiers sobbed with grief) 



iSLAHIfUL MILITARY COMBINATIONS. — J. McLean, 

An obedience to the laws is the first duty of every citizen. It 
lies at the foundation of our noble political structure; and when 
thia great principle shall be departed from, with the public sanc- 
tion, the moral influence of our government, must terminate. 

If there be any one line of policy in which all political parties 
agree, it is that we should keep aloof from the agitations of other 



H 03 tcd by Google 



"I : !..■ ■ ;l T.l :>;. 1: : 



governments ; that, we shall not intermingle 

with ihdrs ; and much mote, that out' citizens shrill abstain from 
ads which lead the subjects of other governments to violence and 



A government is justly he'd responsible for the acts of its citi- 
zens. And if tins aovernmoul be unable er unwilling to restrain 
our citizens from acts of hostility against, a friendly power, such 
power may hold this nation answerable — declare war against it. 
livery citizen is, Cuerofore, bound by the regard he has for his 
country, by his reverence tor its laws, and by the calamitous conse- 
quences of war, to exer;; bis in 'lac ice in suonrcssm;: the uu'iLwi'ul 
enterprises of cur citizens against any Ibrci^n and friendly power. 

History a'lbri.ls no ex.airo-.io of a nalioa er people tkat uniformly 
took part in the internal commotions of other government 3 which 
did not bring ruin upon themselves. These pregnant examples 
should guard us against a similar policy, which must le:;d to a sim- 
ilar result. A war with a powerful nation, with whom we have 
the most extensive relations, commercial and social, would inflict 
upon our country the greatest calamity. It would dry up the 
sources of its presperi i.y, and deluge it in blood. 

The great principles of our rep-ahlieau institutions cannot be 
propagated by the sword. This can bo dene by moral force, and 
not physical. I f we desire the political regeneration of oppressed 
nations, we must show them the simplicity, the grandeur and the 
freedom, of our own government. Wc must recommend it to the 
intelligence and virtue of other nations by its elected and enlight- 
ened action, its purity, its justice, and the protection it affords to 
all ils citizens, and the liberty they enjoy. And if, in this respect, 
we shall be faithful to the high bequests of our fathers, to our- 
selves, and to posterity, we shall do more to liberalize other govern- 
ments, and emancipate their subjects, than could bo accomplished 
by millions of bayonets. This moral power is what tyrants have 
most cause to dread. It addresses itself to the thoughts and the 
judgment of men. No physical force can arrest its progress. Its 
approaches are unseen, but its consequences are deeply felt. It 
it strongly fortified, and operates in the palaces 
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of kings a iiJ emperors. We shonld cherish ibis power, a 
to the preservation of our government, antl as tbc most efficient 
means of anvelioia'. big liie poliut-al condi t.ion of our race. And this 
can only bo done by a reverence for the laws, and by the exercise 
of an elevated patriotism. 

I invoke, therelbre, in behalf of the tribunals of justice, the 
moral power of society. I ask it to aid them in suppressing a 
combi nation of deluded or abandoned citizens, which imininently 
threatens the peace and prosperity of (lie country. And I have no 
fears that, when public attention shrill be routed on this deeply 
important subject, when tin) laws arc understood run! the duties of 
the government, and when the danger is seen and properly appre- 
ciated, there will be an expression so potent, from an enlightened 
and patriotic people, an to suppress rill eon ibin aliens in violation of 
the laws, and which threaten the ponce of the country. 



.'■..MUh-.UlTi OF SPEECH. — R. ChaaU. 

S.cif, T have been exceedingly >truck, lvh" 1 :; livening to gentle- 
men, with the faet thai, while the out's and objects at wbicli they 
aim are all so pacific, their speeches avc strewn and sown thick, 
broad-cast, with so much of the food and nourishment of war. 
Their ends and objects are peace — a treaty of peace ; but their 
means and their topics wear a certain incongruous grimncss of 
aspect. The " bloom is on the rye ; " but, as you go near, you see 
bayonet-point-- sparkling 'jonealb. and are fired upon by a thousand 
men in ambush. ! The end they aim at is peace ; but the means of 
attaining it are an offensive and absurd threat. Their ends and 
their objects are peace ; yet how full have they stuffed the 
speeches we have been bearing with every single topic tho best 
calculated to blow up the passions of kindred races to the fever- 
heat of battle ! 

I declare, sir, that while listening to senators whose sincerity 
and patriotism J cannot doubt, and to this conflict of topics and 
objects with which they half bewilder me, I was forcibly reminded 
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of that consummate oration in the streets of Rome, by one who 
"came to bury Cresa.r, nor. to praise him." lie J [J not wish to stir 
up anybody to mutiny and rage ! 0, no ! He would not have a 
linger lifted again-.; the nairdeiiuv, of his :ir.il tin; pontic's friend — 
not be! He ibaied lie inongcd thorn ; yet, who has not. rid mired the 
exquisite address and the irresistible effect with which he returns 
again and again to "sweet Cesar's wounds, poor, poor dumb 
mouths," and put. a tongue in each, — to the familiar manlle, first 
worn on the evening of the day his p'cat friend overcame the 
Ncrvii, now pierced by the tumid steel of Cassius, of the envious 
Ca.sca, of the well-beloved lirutus, — to his legacy of drachmas, 
arbors and orchards, to the people of Homo, whose friend, whose 
benefactor, he shows to them, all marred by traitors, — till the 
mob break away from his words of more than fire, with : 

"WswiUburov- 



Antony was insincere. Senators are wholly sincere. Yet the 
contrast, between their paeiliy ptolessioas ami that revelry of bel- 
ligerent topics and sentiments which rings and Hashes in their 
speeches here half suggests a doubt to me. sometimes, whether 
they or I perfectly know what they mean or what they desire. 
They promise to show you a garden, and you look up to see noth- 
ing but a wall " with, dreadful faces thronged, and fiery arms ! " 
They propose to teach you how peace is to be preserved; and they 
do it so exquisitely that you go away half inclined to issue loiters 
of marque and reprisal to- morrow morning. 

The proposition is peace; but the audience rises and goes off 
with a sort of bewildered and impleading sensation, that if there 
were a thousand men in all America as well disposed as the orator, 
peace might be preserved; but that, as (he case stands, it is just 
about hopeless ! I ascribe it altogether to their anxious arid tender 
concern for peace, that semi tors have not a word to say about the 
good she does, but only about the dangers she is in. They have 
the love of compassion, not the love of desire. Not a word about 
the countless blessings she scatters iron: Lev golden urn; but only 
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" the pity of it, Iago ! the pity of it, ! " to think how soon the dis- 
sonant clangor of :i thousand bra/.en throats may chase that bloom 
from her cheek, — 

"And Pcat.li's pnlo Ihi.s bo quiuli ailwuxsOil there." 

Sir, no one here can s:;y ore thii:g aad •r.ean another; yet much 
may be meant, and nothing directly said. " The dial spoke not, 
but pointed full upon the stroke of murder." 



WARS OF KISDBBD RACES.— W. Gaston. 

Tiirau: is something in the character of a war made upon the 
peoplo of a country So force them to abandon a govern meet which 
thev cherish, and to become the subjects or associates of their 
invaders, which necessarily involves calamities beyond those inci- 
dent to ordinary wars. Among us some remain who remember the 
horrors of.tho invasion of the Itevolution ; and " others of us have 
hung with reverence on the lips of narrative old aye, as it related 
the interesting tale." Such a war is not a contest between those 
only who soelafor renown in military achievement:;, or the more 
humble mercenaries "whose business 'tis to die." It breaks in 
upon all the elmities of domestic- life, and interrupts all tho pur- 
suits of industry; The peasant quits his plough, and the mechanic 
is hurried from his shop, to commence, without apprenticeship, the 
exercise of the trade of death. The irregularity of the resistance 
wlii eh is opposed to She invader, lis occasional obstinacy and occa- 
sional intermission, provoking every bad passion of his soldiery, is 
the excuse for plunder, lust, and cruelty. These atrocities exas- 
perate the sufferers to revenge ; and every weapon which anger 
can supply, and every device which Ingenious hatred can conceive, 
is used to inflict vengeance on the detested foe. 

As there is no Linger so deadly as the anger of a friend, there Is 
no war so ferocious as that which is waged between men of the 
same blond, and [bnn.'rly connected by the e!o-;;'-t ties of affection. 
The pen of the historian confesses its inability to describe, the fervid 
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fancy of the poet cannot realize, the horrors of a civil war. This 
invasion of Canada involves the miseries of both these species of 
war. It must he that such a war will ron.se a spirit of sanguin- 
ary ferocity that will overleap every holy harrier of nature and 
venerable usage of civilization. Where will you find an authenti- 
cated instance of this ferocity, that more instantaneously compels 
the shuddering abhorrence of the heart, than the feet assorted by 
my eloquent friend from New Hampshire, — "the bayonet of the 
brother has been actually opposed to the breast of the brother"? 
Merciful Heaven ! that those who have been rocked in the same 
cradle by the same maternal hand, who have imbibed the first 
genial nourishment of infant existence from the samo blessed 
source, should be forced to contend in impious strife for the destruc- 
tion of that being derived from their common parents ! It should 
not be so! Every feeling of our nature cries aloud against it ! 

Before we enter upon this career of cold-blooded massacre, it 
behooves us, by every obligation which we owe to God, to our fel- 
low-men, and to ourselves, to be certain that the right is with us, 
or that the duty is imperative. If, in a moment of excited fooling, 
we should heedlessly enact the fatal deed which consigns thousands 
of the gallant and the brave Americans and Britons' to an igno- 
minious death, and should afterwards discover that the deed was 
criminal, — that the blood of the innocent is upon us^and the cries 
of their fatherless infants have ascended against us to the throne 
of the Most High, — how shall we silence the reproaches of con- 
science, how atone for the wide-spread and rrreparablo mischief, or 
how efface iron: the American name lite infamous stain that will 
be stamped upon it ? ■ 

Think, for a moment, sir, on the consequences, and deem it not 
unworthy of you to regard them. True courage shuts not its eyea 
upon danger, or its result. It views steadily, and calmly resolves 
whether they ought to be encountered. Already has the Canadian 
war a character suflicierilly eruel, an Newark, Buffalo and Niagara, 
can testify. But when the spirit of ferocity shall have been mad- 
dened by the vapor steaming from the innocent blood that shall 
stagnate around every depot of prisoners, then will it become a 
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war, not of savage, but of demoniac character. Tour part of it 

may, pur haps, Ijo ably sustained. Your way through the Canadas 
may be traced afar off by the smoke of their burning villages. 
Your path may be marked by ilio blood of their furious peasantry, 
You may render your course audible by tlic fnntic shrieks of their 
women and children. But your own sacred soil will also be the 
scene of this drama of fiends. Your ex-posed and defenceless sea- 
board, the seaboard of the south, will invite a terrible vengeance, 
That seaboard, which has been shamefully neideetsji.l, and is at this 
moment without protection, has been already invaded. But an 
invasion, after the war shall have assumed its unmitigated form of 
carnage, and woo, and wickedness, must be followed with horrors 
whieh imagination can but faintly conceive. I will say to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania that when ho alludes to the probability 
that an intestine fee may be roused to ass a filial ion and brutality, 
he touches a chord that vibrates to the very heart. I live in a 
stato whose misfortune it is to contain the materials out of which 
maybe made such a foe; — a toe that will be found everywhere — 
in our fields, our kitchens, and our chambers ; a foe, ignorant, 
degraded by habits of servitude, uncurbed by moral restraints, 
whom no recollections of former kindness will soften, and whom 
the remembrance of severity will goad to frenzy ; from whom 
nor age, nor infancy, nor beauty, will find reverence or pity ; and 
whoso subjugation wil- be but another word for extermination ! 



EULOGY UPON JOHN 0. CALHOUN. — D. Websler, 

Tun eloquence of Mr. Calhoun, or the manner of his exhibition 
of his sentiments in public bodies, was part of his intellectual char- 
acter. It grew out of the qualities of his mind. It was plain, 
strong, terse, condensed, concise; sometimes impassioned — still, 
always severe. Bejecting ornament, not often seeking far for 
illustration, his power consisted in the plainness of his propositions, 
in the closeness of his logic, and in the earnestness and energy of 
his manner. These arc the qualities, as I think, which have 
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enabled him through such a long course of years lo speak often, 
and yet always command iitt<iiit.imi. I. lis demeanor us a senator is 
known to us all, — is appreciated, venerated by us all. No man 
was more respectful toothers; no man carried himself with greuler 
decorum, do man with superior dignity. L think there is not one 
of us but felt, when he last addressed us iVoin his scat in the sen- 
ate, — his form, still erect, with a voice by no means indicating 
such a degree of phy.-sieal weakness as did, in Diet, possess him, 
with clear tones, and an impressive, and, T may say, an imposing 
manner, — who did net feel that he might imagine that he saw 
beforo us a senator of Home, when Home survived. 

He had the basis, the indispensable basis, of all high character; 
and that was, nnspotied ini.egriiy — unimpcaelied honor and char- 
acter, If he had aspirations, they ivere high, and honorable, and 
noble. There was nothing grovelling, or low, OT mean, or meanly 
selfish, that came near the head or the heart of Air, Calhoun. 
Erin in Ms purpose, perfectly patrioiic and honest, as I am sure 
he was in the principles that lie espoused, and in the measures 
thai, lie defended, aside from thai, la.rgo regard lor that species of 
distinetion that conducted him to eminent stations for the benefit 
of the republic, I do not believe he had a selfish motive or selfish 

However he may have differed from others of us in his political 
opinions or his. political prme : pks ; tho.-c pciiciplcs and those opin- 
ions will now descend to posterity under the sanction of a great 
name. He has lived, long enough, he has done enough, and he 
has done it so well, so successfully, so honorably, as to connect 
himself for all time with the records of Ids country. He is now 
an historical character. Those of us who have known him here 
will find that he has left upon cur minds and cur hearts a strong 
and lasting impression of Ins person, his character, and his public 
performances, which while we live will never be obliterated. We 
shall hereafter, I am sure, indulge in it as a grateful recollection 
that we have been his contemporaries, — that we have seen him, aud' 
heard him, and known him. Wo shall d^i^hi lo speak of him to 
those who are rising up to fill our places. And, when the time 
19 
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shall come when we ourselves shall go, one after another, in suc- 
cession, to our graves, we shall carry with us a deep sense of his 
genius and diameter, his honor and integrity, his amiable deport- 
ment in private life, and the purity of his exalted patriotism. 



THE ALIEN BILL. — E. Livingston. 

Wiiri.NKViat our laws manifest' y infringe the cou-lituliou under 
which they were made, the people ought not to hesitate which they 
should obey : if we exceed our powers, we become tyrants, and our 
acta have no~ effect. Thus, one of the first effects of measures 
such as this, if they be acquiesced in, will he disaffection among 
(he states and opposition among the people- to your government; 
tumults, violations, and a recurrence io first revolutionary princi- 
ples: if they are submitted to, the eonsocjucnecs will be worso. 
After such manifest violation of the principles of our constitution, 
the form will not long be sacred, — presently every vestige of it 
will be lost and swallowed up in i';ic gulf of despotism. But, 
should the evil proceed no further than the execution of the pres- 
ent law, what a fearful picture will our country present ! The 
system of espionage thus established, the country will swarm with. 
iribrmiition-spies, debtors, :.nd ah that odious tribe llial breed in 
the sunshine of despotic power, that suck the blood of the unfortu- 
nate, and creep into the bosom of sic. 'ping innocence only to awaken 
it with a burning wound. The hours of the most unsuspecting 
confidence, tin; intimacies of frier.d-'iip, or the im\f-<^ of domestic 
retirement, afibrd no security ; the companion in whom you must 
trust, the friend in whom you must confide, the domestic who waits 
in your chamber, are all tempted to betray your imprudence or 
guardless follies, to misrepresent your words, to convey them, dis- 
torted by calumny, to the secret tribunal whore je-dousy presides, 
where fear oiheia'.es as accuser, where suspicion is the only evi- 
dence that is heard. 

Compared to tho breach of our constitution, and the establish- 
ment of arbitrary power, every other topic is trifling; arguments 
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of convenience sink into nothing; the preservation of wealth, the 
increase of commerce, however weighty on oilier occasions, here 
lose their importance, when the fundamental principles of freedom 
are in danger. I am tempted to borrow the impressive language 
ofaforeign speaker, mid exclaim, "Perish our commerce, let our 
constitution live ; " perish our riches, let our freedom live. This 
would he the heutiniont of every American, were tlie alternative 
between submission and wealth ; but here it is proposed to destroy 
our wealth, in order to ruin our commerce ; — not in order to pre- 
serve our constitution, but to break it; not to secure our freedom, 
but 1:3 abandon it. 

Let me entreat gentlemen seriously to reflect, before they pro- 
nounce the decisive veto, that givon the first open stab to the prin- 
ciplescf our government. Our mistaken seal, like the patriarch of 
old, has bound one victim ; it lies at, the toot of the altar ; a sacri- 
fice of the first-bom offspring of freedom is proposed by those who 

gave it birth. Tho band is already raised to strike, and nothing, 
I fear, but the voice of Heaven, can arrest tho impious blow. 

Let not gentlemen flatter themselves that the fervor of the 
moment can make the peoplo insensible to these aggressions. It 
is an honest, noble warmth, produced by an indignant sense of 
injury. It will never, I trust, be cstinct, while there is a proper 
cause to excite it. But the peoplo of America, though watchful 
against foreign aggressions, are not careless of domestic encroach- 
ment ; they aro as jealous of their liberties at home as of the power 
and prosperity of their country abroad ; they will awake to a sense 
of their danger. Do not let us flatter ourselves, then, that these 
measures will be unobserved, or disregarded ; do not let us be told 
that we excite a fervor apiii.st ■'ore T ^o aggressions only to establish 
tyranny at home; that, like the arch traitor, we cry "Hail, 
Columbia ! " at the moment wc are betraying her to destruction ; 
that we sing out " Happy land ! " when we are plunging it in ruin 
and disgrace ; and that we are absurd enough to call ourselves 
"free and enlighiened," while tve advocate principles that would 
have disgraced th.o ago of Gothic barbarity, and establish a code 
compared to which the ordeal is wise, and the trial by battel is 
mercif.il and just ! 
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I believe in a future ago, jet to lie revealed, which is to be dis- 
till guislieil from all others as the godlike age, — an age not of 
universal education simply, or universal phibnL'.'it-opy, or external 
freedom, or political well-being, but a day of reciprocity and free 
intimacy between all souls and Cod. Learning and religion, the 
scholar and the Christian, will not be divided as they have been. 
The universities will be filled with a profound spirit of religion, 
and the bene orSsse will be a fountain of inspiration to all the 
investigations of study and the creations of genius. And it will 
be found that Christianity has, at last, developed a new literary 
era — the era of religious love. 

Hitherto, the love of passion has teen the central Are of the 
world's literature. The dramas, epics, odes, novels, and even his- 
tories, have spoken fo the world's heart eliletlv through this passion, 
and through thl* have been able to ><;t their answer. Heuco there 
gathers round the lever a tragic interest, and wo hang upon his 
destiny as if some natural charm or spell were in it. But this 
passion of love, wlu'eh lias, hitherto boon the staple of literature, is 
only a crude symbol in the life of nature, by which God designs to 
interpret, and also to foreshadow, the higher love of religion, — 
Nature's gentle Beatrice, who leaves her imago in the youthful 
Dante, and is therefore to attend him afterwards in the spirit- 
flight of song, and be his guide upward through the wards of para- 
dise to the shining mount of God. What, then, are we to think, 
but that he will some time bring us up out of the literature of the 
lower love, into that of the higher; that, as the age of passion 
yields, at last, to the age of reason, so the crude love of instinct 
shall give place to the pure intellectual love of God ? And then, 
around that nobler love, or out of it, shall arise a new body of lit- 
erature, as much more gifted as the inspiration is purer and more 
intellectual. Beauty, truth and worship, song, science and duty, 
will all be unfolded together in tho common love of God. 

Society must, of course, receive beauty into its character and 
feeling, such as can be satisfied no longer with the old barbaric 
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themes of war and passion. To be a scholar and not to be a Chris- 

tiiin, lo produce the i'r:uis of gonius \vlLl-.'-;-LLt 11 0:iris.t.::in 'i is; r. ration. 
will no longer bo thought of; ami religion, heretofore looked upon 
as a ghostly const™ iU upon life, it will now be acknowledged is 
the only eflieknt I'iM-f ilizi^i' of genius, as it, is the only real emanci- 
pator of man. 



THE BATTLE OF EUXKEE HILL. — II. A. S. iharUr,;., 

On Bunker's ever-memorable heights was first displayed the 
lofty spirit of invincible patriotism which impelled the adventurous 
soldier to brave tho severest hardships of the tented field, and 
endure in northern climes the rugged toils of war, nncanopied from 
the boreal storm and rude inclemencies of Canadian winters. On 
that American Thermopylae, where, wrapt in the dim smoke of 
wanton conflagration, fought the assembler] sovereigns of their 
native soil, the everlasting bulwarks of freedom, and thrice rolled 
back the tremendous tide of war, was evinced that unconquer- 
able intrepidity, that national ardor and meritorious zeal, which 
secured victory on the plains of Saratoga, stormed the ramparts of 
Yorktown, and bore the bannered eagle in triumph from the shores 
of the Atlantic to the furthest confines of the wilderness. 

By that destructive battle were awakened the most exalted fac- 
ulties of the mind, ltcason, unrestrained, burst forth in the plen- 
itude of its effulgence. Man, regenerated and disenthralled, beat 
down the walls of slavish incarceration, and trampled on the broken 
chains of regal bondage. The vast resources of an emancipated 
people were called into generous exertion. An enthusiastic spirit 
of independence glowed in every breast, and spread the uncontam- 
inated sentiments of emulative freemen over Use broad extent of an 
exasperated republic. The united energies of a virtuous people 
were strenuously directed to the effectual accomplishment of na- 
tional independence. During those portentous limes were achieved 
the most honorable deeds which are inscribed on tb.e ever-during 
records of fame. Stimulated by accumulating wrongs, and elated 
by tbe purest feelings of anticipated s 
19* 
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could check the progress of their arras, — no fascinating allure- 
ments deflect tli cm from diat honorable path which llicy had sworn 
to pursue, or perish in [lie haau'dous attempt. Inspired by the 
guardian genius of Liberty, no barriers could oppose their impetu- 
ous career. Like the " Pontic Sea, whose icy current and compul- 
sive course ne'er feels retiring ebb," the irrefluent tide of freedom 
rolls unrestrained. By the courageous virtue of our illustrious 
heroes were secured those inestimable blessings which we have 
since enjoyed. To the warriors mid statesmen of die "Revobiilon 
are we indebted ibr all these dis.iio;fiib;hed privileges which place 
the citizens of the United States beyond the predatory vengeance 
of ruthless oppression, This invaluable inheritance is the prize of 
slaughter acquired by the lives of contending freemen, secured 
with the blood of battling patriots. 



WAR PTiEFEIUBLT: TO Hi; II. MISSION. — /. C. Calhoun. 

1 owt.y knew yTone priucrde to make a out ion lii'eai, — lo pro- 
duce in this country not the ibnr, bu! real spirit, of union, — and 
that is, to protect every citizen in the lawful pursuit of I lis business. 
He will then feel that lie is backed by the government, that its 
arm is his arms, and will rejoice in its increased strength and pros- 
perity. Froteciion and pa.t."iolis.m are reciprocal. This is the 
road that all great nations have trod. I am not versed in this 
calculating policy, and will nut, therefore, p relet id to esiiniaie in 
dollars and cents ibe v.'duc of nalieuid independence or national 
affection. 

The gentleman from Virginia has not failed to touch on tho 
calamity of war, that fruitful soui'cc of declamation, by which 
pity becomes this advocate of eowareeee ; but 1 know not what we 
have to do with that, subject. Tf die gentleman desires lo repress 
the gallant ardor of our countrymen lay such topics, let me inform 
him that true courage regards only the cause, that it is just and 
necessary, and that it despises the pain ami danger of war. If he 
really wishes to promote the cause of humanity, let his eloquence 
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bo addressed to Lord V.'olleslcy or Mr. fereival, and not the 
American Congress. Tell ilicm, if they persist in such daring 
insult and injury to a. neutral nation, that, however inclined to 
peace, it will he bound in honor and interest to resist ; that their 
patience and benevolence, however great, will be exhausted ; that 
the calamity of war will ensue, and that they, in the opinion of 
wounded humanity, will be answerable for all its devastation and 
misery. Let. iru-lting pity, a regard to the interests of humanity, 
stay the hand of injustice, and, iny life on It, the gentleman will 
not find it difficult to cull eft" his country from the bloody scenes 
of war. "We are next told of the dangers of war- ! I believe we 
are all ready to acknowledge its lia/iii'd. 1 . and accidents; but I can- 
not think we have any extraordinary danger to contend with, — at 
least, so much as to warrant an acquiescence in the injuries we 
have received ; on the contrary, I believe no war can bo less dan- 
gerous to internal peace or national existence. 

I think a regular farce, raised for a period of actual hostilities, 
cannot be called a standing army. There is a just tliRt.iiiei.ion 
between such a force and one raised as a peace esiao'ishiuer.t. 
Whatever may be the composition of the latter, I hope the former 
will consist of some of the host materials of the country. Tho 
anient patriotism of our young men, and (he reasonable bounty in 
land which is proponed :o be g'vun, will impel them to join their 
country's standard, and to fight her battles; they will not forgot 
the citizen in the soldier, and, in obeying (heir officer, learn to 
contemn their constitution. In our officers and soldiers we will 
find patriotism no loss pure and ardent than in the private citizen. 

In -p:e:>kin'.: uf Canada, ;;ie gentleman introduced the name of 
Montgomery with much iL.ling and interest. Sir, there is danger 
in that name to his argument. It is sacred to heroism! It is 
indignant, of stfums.-.iin: ! This calls liiy uioi.cry back to the time 
of our Revolution — to the Congress of '74 and '75. Suppose a 
speaker of that day had risen and urged all i.'ie arguments which 
wc have heart! on this subject; bad told that Congress, " Your 
contest is about the right of laying a tax ; the attempt on Canada 
has nothing to do with it ; the war will he expensive j danger and 
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devastation will overspread our country, and the power of Great 
Britain is irresistible." With whal sentiments, think you, would 
such doctrines have been then received ? Happy for us, they had 
no force at that period of our country's glory. Had they been then 
aeied on, this hull would never have witnessed a great nation con- 
vened to deliberate for the general good ; a mighty empire, with 
prouder prospects than any nation the sun ever shone on, would 
not have risen in the west. Mo t we would have been vile, sub- 
jected colonies, govorned by that imperious rod which Britain 
holds over her distant provinces. 



ADAMS AND JEFFERSON. — E. Everett. 

>v.:>. Mliuy-r.iii/'ji^ wo ii'smUs net Adams and -TeTcrson to the 
. chambers of forgetfulness and death. What we admired, and 
prized, and venerated in them, can never die, nor, dying, be for- 
gotten. Iliad almost said that they [ire now lx^mhig to live ; 
to live that life of unimpaired inliuenee, of unekiuded fame, of 
unmingled happiness, for which their talents and service-i were 
destined. They were of the select few the least portion of whose 
life dwells in [.'u-ii' physical exist enec ; whose hearts have watched 
while their senses slept; whose souls have grown up into a higher 
being ; whose pleasure is to be useful ; whose weal th is an unblem- 
ished reputation : who respire ilie breaih of honorable fame; who 
have deliberately and eenscbusly put what .is called lilij to hazard, 
that they may live in the hearts of those who come after. Such 
men do not, cannot die. To be cold, and motionless, and breath- 
less, — to feel not and speak not, — this is not. the end of existence 
to the men who have breathed their spiails in'o ilie institutions of 
their country, who have stamped their characters on the pillars of 
the age, who have poured their hearts' blood into the channels of 
the public prosperity. Tell me, ye who tread the sods of yon 
sacred lu.i'jd.l. is Warren dead ? Can you not still see him, not 
pale and prostrate, the blood of his gallant heart pouring out of his 
ghastly wound, but moving resplendent oyer the field of honor, with 
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the rose of heaven upon his check, and I lie fire of liberty in his eye ? 
Tell me, yc who make your pious pilgrimage to the shades of Ver- 
non, is Washington ue.leed sliTLt up in lluit cold and narrow house? 
That which made these men, and men like those, cannot die. The 
hand that traced tli.o charter of Independence is indeed motionless, 
the eloquent lips that sustained it are hushed; hut the lofty 
spirits that conceived, resolved, matured, maintained it, and which 
alone, to such men, " make it life to live,"— these cannot expire : 

" '.l'lu!Ki! -Ililll IC-Sist Ml!! (!mpilV uf UL!C.L_V, 

When time is u'er, and worlds have passed away ; 
Cold in the dust the perished heart may lie. 
But that which warmed it once can never die." 



? TJiK SL'in-'ivo?^ or the jwuivuttox.— 



minittcc 



Permit me, then, to rerpissst each gentleman of this c 
to look at this provision for the survivors of this army, and then 
to look at the kind, the amount, and the manner of their payment. 
In what country or ago of the world, in modem times, was ever, 
before this, such an army kept in the field five years at a current 
expense of little more than two millions of dollars ? Place over 
a sains t this sum in the fiscal accounts uf the nalion the one hun- 
dred and twenty millions exi>o;idad in the three years' war of 
1812, and in tire .tnnnuuse di llbrcnce of these two sums you will be 
enabled, a : s if aided by a glass, to catch some faint outline of those 
times when a Kevolutionary soldier fought your battles for sixty 
shillings per mouth, and while travelling home paid seventy-five 
dollars for a dinner. Examine the account. A fearful balance 
will be found "binding against the nation in the forum of con- 
science. Wipe it off, I pray of you, by passing the provisions of 
this bill to our credit in that evcr-during tribunal. Suffer not the 
impartial adjudication of history to be there recorded against us. 
You all must recollect the self-devotion of that young hero of 
Palestine, who, though fainting with thirst, yet refused to taste 
the waters of his native spring, presented to him by three of his 
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youthful warriors, because iliey had put i'loh: lire, 1 in I'ioll- hands, 
and cut their way through :iu enemy's camp, to obtain it. "As 
God livefh, it is your blood," exclaimed the generous chieftain; 
" I may rot drink of it." This money in our treasury is, sir, the 
blood of" those men. Give it back to them ! It will not prosper 
in our hands. 

If, notwi [.blinding thesis t'dngs, it should bo said lliat this 
account has been compromised with these men, and ultimately set- 
tled, let it, if you please, bo so considered; but do not forgot the 
different result* of this compromi:-:!. About the close of the war, 
the whole national debt,. — all government bud borrowed of for- 
eigners, all ("icy had borrowed of citizens, all the United ,3 rates 
owed to the several states, all they owed to the army, ■ — as by 
Jfadisou. Hamilton and I'illsivcri'i, is reported to ('impress, in llvcir 
address to the states, anx'tialed to fbi'ty-two millions rhree hundred 
and seventy -live dollars. What would the amount have been, had 
you paid your armies in silver and gold ? What, had you 
redeemed your two hundred millions of contiueuial money, hun- 
dred for .hundred, in Spanish mi'.led dollars? The government 
saved some portion of (he inimcn.se difference — how? By nego- 
tiations — with whom? Those men, who, in the cabinet, conducted 
our glorious Revolution, are worthy to be held in everlasting ven- 
eration. Let us, sir, from the savings made by the economical 
negotiations of those days, when the poverty and not the will of the 
government, consented; draw some lair and honorable provision for 
this venerable remnant of the llcvoluiionnvy army; and, attentive 
to that voice of national magnanimity, calling to us from every 
region of our country, make one redeeming effort, now, in the 
times of maturity and abuudauee, to sol 'en the rigor of those trans- 
actions, which grew up under a cold and unpropitions influence, in 
the years of oppressed and parsimonious minority, 

Let us, however, give up (ids question to the cavils of debate. 
and allow that we owe these men nothing ; that in settlement with 
them we saved nothing; that we have paid them, lo (he full, the 
amount of their wages, and in a manner, too, according to the 
literal terms of the contract. Between such an army and such a 
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nation are there not. some higher and holler Codings than those 
resulting from the grass working-day relations, of mere debt and 
credit? Few men live now who lived in those days when first 
commenced tho-o higher rok'.ions : mow existing, lii:t.'.vi:cn this army 
and this country, — few, I say, whose memory fully comprehends 
the stormy years of our Revolution, and the halcyon days of our 
prosperity. Indeed, since this provision was laid on the table, two 
men have left, the worhh whose il astrious lives did. like the bright 
bow of heaven, touch the two extreme* of this varied horizon. 
They owed their glory to the darkness of its clouds, their lustre to 
the brightness of its sunshine. Enough, however, live, who do 
know that there never was before such mi army, such a service, 
such a result. 

Without this iiriiiy our Revolution had never been achieved. 
Instead of " thuii silting, thus consulting," thus, in all the pride 
and power of self-government, we had to this hour been the mere 
nppurteranees of foreign empire, di/ua'j^ia' after us the weary chain 
of colonial dependence. The enterprising trade of your fathers 
was confined to the waters and the part.- of' Great "Britain. This 
army conquered for you the freedom of the seas and the commerce 
of the world. They, too, eotmuercd lor you the lands from almost 
the waters of the Mexican Gulf to the head-sp rings of the Missis- 
sippi, and thus lisnlly brought into yoi;r aWjiJsilion your whole 
present territory, extending over the broad breast of the continent, 
from ocean to ocean. What a wilderness of wealth! What a 
teeming' parent of populous and powerful -i.ates ! The old colonies 
were mere separate colonies. The Revolution united their bands, 
and formed them into a political brotherhood. This army sus- 
tained that union, placed us on the broad basis of independence, 
and we are, by their toils ami jeopardies, r.aw a nation, among the 
most efficient and prosperous. Does no spirit of gratitude call on 
this nation to remember and to relieve the survivors of that army, 
now, as they are " old, and weary with service " ? I pray of you 
let their country give them this one look of kindness, pour this one 
beam of gladness on the dosoh.lc twilight of their days! 

Does any one doubt whether the spirit of the nation will go 
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along with us, in making this provision ? Why, when tliat vener- 
able man, now standing in the canvas yonder on your wall, two 

years ago stood in his proper person on this: floor, the whole nation 
seemed to spring forward to give hhn the hiuid of graiulatiou. 
Was (his done because he was the noble descendant of a long line 
of illustrious ancestors, a warrior and a pi.tr kit in another country '! 
Was it not rather because he was a soldier of our Revolutionary 
army? When lie travidleJ from city to ;:iiy : and the universal 
people went, out to nicel, l.o welcome, and to receive hiin to their 
abodes, was it not be-auso he was a soldier of our Revolutionary 
army? When from state to slate he moved under one continued 
shout of congratulation, it was not the groat, and illustrious noble- 
man, but the long-remembered and deeply-endeared soldier of our 
Revolutionary army, whom the people delighted to honor. At last, 
when he left our shores, carrying with him such testimonials as 
were appropriate for such a nation to give, and such a man to 
receive, no Ameriea.n imagined, though such was the fuel, that we 
had been doing honors Lo the mo.it meritorious man in Europe; all 
men believed that it was but the expression of national gratitude to 
the .soldier, the lvevo'utiomiry se-hiier, who had devoted his youth, 
his fortune and his blood, in defence of our independence ! Is 
there no such sentiment now in the bosom of our nation, embracing, 
warmly embracing, these, his venerable brothers in arms? 

At the last great national festival of independence, the first 
jubilee of our country, why were these men, by a kind of simulta- 
neous- sentiment " heating in every pulse" through the nation, 
called out. lo assist at the solemnities, and to partake of the joys 
and l.estivltios, of the day ? Was this done, sir, merely to tantalize 
their hopes ? or was it done to assure them that already the voice 
of 11 i.o people had awarded to them this provision, and that they 
were only to wait until the forms of law had given efficiency to 
this award, until the recorded ema.-tmems of (heir ropreseniatives 
in Congressi had embodied and promulgated this great voice of the 
people ? 

The character of your beslowment on Lafayette depends on the 
fate of this measuro. Make this provision for the remainder of 
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your lie volution 111-3- ^'my, nnd this and tliut will forever stand on 
the page of history as illustrious deeds of national gratitude. 
Send away these, his "meritorious brothers iu arms, to "beg their 
bread through realms Iheir valor saved," and your gifts to that 
illustrious foreigner will, in the eyes of ether nations and of pos- 
terity, serve only to purchase for you the character of a poor and 
a pitiful ostentation ! 



THE PATRIOT'S DUTY. — /. Qttmcy. 

For my single self, did I support such projects as are avowed to 
be the objects of (his bill, T should deem myself a, traitor to my 
country. Were T even to aid them, by loan, or any Other way, I 
should consider myself a partaker in the guilt of the purpose. 
lint when these projects of invasion .-hall be abandoned; when men 
yield up schemes which not only openly contemplate the raising of 
a gi'eal niiillai'y force, but also llie concentrating them at one point, 
and placing them in one land, — schemes obviously ruinous to the 
fates of a free republic, as they comprehend the means by which 
such have ever, heretofore, been destroyed ; —when, I say, such 
schemes shall be abandoned, and the wishes of (be cabinet limited 
to mere defence, and frontier and maritime protection, there will 
be no need of calls to union. For such objects there is not, there 
cannot, be, bai. one heart a.ml soul in this people. 

I know that while I utter these things a thousand tongues and 
a thousand jie.'.is are prepariu.L', without doors, to overwhelm me, if 
possible, by their pestiferous gall. Already I hear in the air the 
sound of " traitor," " British agent," " British gold," and all those 
changes of vulgar calumny by which tire imaginations of the mass 
of men are affected, and by which they arc prevented from listen- 
ing to what is true and receiving wdiat is reasonable. 

It well becomes any man, standing in the pre-onoe of such a 
nation as this, to spc;;';. of himself seldom, — and such a man as I 
am, it becomes lo speak of himself not at all, except, indeed, when 
the relations in which he stands to his country are little known, 
and when the assertion of those relations has some connection, 



H 03 tcd by Google 



and may have some influence on interests which it is peculiarly 
incumbent upon him to support. Under this sanction, I say, It is 
not for a man whose amies turn have been planted in this country, 
now, for almost two centuries, — it is not for a man who has a 
family, and friends, and character, and children, and a deep stake 
in the soil, — it is not for a man who is self-conscious of being 
rooted in that soil as deeply and exclusively as the oa.k which 
shoots among its rocks, — it is not for sueh a man. to hesitate or 
swerve a hair's breadth from his country'* purpose and true inter- 
ests, because of the yelping?, the. bowlings and emu-lings, of that 
hungry pack, which corrupt men keep, directly or indirectly, in 
pay, with the view of hunting down every man who dare develop 
their purposes ; a pack composed, it is true, of some native curs, 
but Jul' ll'ie i:ui-;;- pan. of'boum.ls ar.e sp^iie'n of very recent, import- 
ation, whose baeks are seared by the lash and whose necks are 
sore with the collars of their former masters. In fulfilling bis 
duty, the lover of his country must often be obliged to breast the 
shook of calumny. If called to that service, he will meet the exi- 
gency with the same firmness as, should another occasion call, he 
would breast the shock of battle. No ! I am not to be deterred 
by such apprehensions. May Heaven so deal with me and mine, 
as I am true or faithless to the best interests of this people ! May 
it deal with me according to its just, judgments, when I fail to 
bring men and measures to the bar of public opinion, and to expose 
projects and systems of policy which I realize to be ruinous to the 
peace, prosperity and liberties, of my country ! 



RESTLESS SPIRIT OF HUMANITY.— W. F!si. 

There is a spirit, an active, aspiring principle in man, whic 
cannot be broken down by oppression, or satisfied by indulgence : 



a which no earthly good can satisfy ; fires which no waters 



H 03 tcd by Google 



AMERICAN ELOQUENCE. 231 

of affliction or discouragement can ipioneh. And it is from this 

bis nature i.lia.1 society derives ;ili i',s into rests, mid here, also, lies, 
all its danger. This spirit is a: once the terror of tyrants and the 
destroyer of republics. 

To form some Lieu of IS slreng-J:, let us look ;;.t. it in sin different 
conditions, ljoL-h when il is depressed and when it is exulted. See 
when it is bent down for a time by the iron grasp and leaden 
sceptre of Cranny, crumping, anil curtailing, and hedging in the 
soul, and foiling it. in all its attempt.-! to break from lis bonds and 
assert its native independence! In these oases the noble spirit, like 
a wild boast in the (oils, sinks Joivn at times into .sullen inactivity, 
only that it may rise again, when exhausted nature is a little 
restored, to rush, as hope excites or madness impels, in stronger 
paroxysms, agains: the cords which bind it down. 

This is seen in the mobs and rebellions of the most besotted and 
enslaved nations. Witness the repeated convulsions in Ireland, 
that degraded and oppressed country. Neither desolating armies, 
nor numerous garrisons, nor the most rigorous administration, 
enforced by thousands of public executions, can break the spirit of 
that restless people. Witness (Iroeoe. Cenera.tions have passed 
away since the warriors of (.Irceee have had their feet put in fet- 
ters, and the race of heroes had apparently become extinct, and the 
Grecian lyre had long 'ven unstrung, and her lights put out. Her 
haughty n:a:-l.er,s though:, her spirit was dead; but it was not dead, 
it only slept. In a moment, as it were, wc saw all Greece in 
arms ; she shook off her slumbers, and rushed, with frenzy and 
hope, upon seeming impossibilities:, (o conquer or to dio. And 
though the mother and lite daughter, as well as the father and the 
son, have fought and fallen in the common cause, until her popu- 
lation grows thin, — though .Mi-sol onghi and many other strong- 
holds have fallen, until her fortifications arc few and feeble, — 
l'no',i«i; Christian nations have looked on with a cruel inactivity, 
without lending their needed aid, — yet the spirit of Greece is no 
more subdued than at the commencement of the contest. It can- 
not be subdued. 

We see, then, that man has a spirit which is not easily broken 
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down by oppression. Let us inquire whether it can be more easily 
satisfied by indulgence. And in every step of this inquiry we shall 
find that no miser ever yet had gold enough, no office-seeker ever 
yet bad honor enough, no conqueror ever yet subdued kingdoms 
enough. When the rich man had filled his store-houses, he must 
pull down and build larger. When Osesar had conquered all his 
enemies, he must ouslave his friends. When Bonaparte had 
become the Emperor of France, he aspired to the throne of all 
Europe. Facts, a thousand facts in every age and among all 
classes, prove that such is the ambitious nature of the soul, such 
the increasing compass of its vast desires, that the material uni- 
verse, with all its vastness, richness ami variety, cannot satisfy it. 
Nor is it in the power of the governments of this world, in their 
most perfect forms, so to interest the feelings, so to regulate the 
desires, so to restrain the passions, or so to divert, or charm, or 
chain the souls of a, whole community, but that these latent and 
ungovernable fires will sooner or later burst out, and endanger the 
whole body politic 

The wise framcrs of 'our excellent political institutions, like the 
eeleetic philosophers, have selected the best parts out of all the sys- 
tems which preceded them, and to these have added others, accord- 
ing to the suggestions of their own wisdom, or tbo leadings of 
Providence, and have formed the whole into a constitution, the 
most perfect the world has ever witnessed. Here everything that 
is rational in political liberty is enjoyed; here the most salutary 
cheeks and restraints that have yet been discovered arc laid upon 
men in office. Here the road to honor and wealth is open to all, 
and here is general intelligence. But here man is found to pos- 
sess the same nature as elsewhere. And the stirrings of his rest- 
less spirit have already disturbed the peace of society, and portend 
future convulsions. Party spirit is begotten ; ambitious views are 
engendered, and fed, and inflamed ; many are running the race for 
office ; rivals are envied, characters are aspersed, animosities are 
enkindled, and the whole community are disturbed by the elec- 
ti-:!ii(;crii'iff contest. 

regone, no ealumuy is too glaring, no venality 
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is too base, when the mind is inflamed with strong desire, and 

elated wit] i the hope of success in (lie pursuit of some favorite 
object. And when the doubtful <|uest.ion is decided, it avails noth- 
ing. Disappoint in out sours the mind, and often produces the most 
bitter enmity and the most settled and systematic opposition in the 
unsuccessful party, while success but imperfectly satisfies the mind 
of the more fortunate. 

And if no other influence come in, to curb the turbulent spirits 
of men, besides that which is found in our general intelligence and 
constitutional cheeks, probably at no great distance of time such 
convulsions may be witnessed in our now happy country as shall 
make the ears of itim that heareth it tingle, and the eyes of him 
that sccth. it weep blood. State may be arrayed against state, sec- 
tion against section, and party against party, till all the horrors of 
civil war may desolate our land ! 



HtEH DISCUSSION. — J?. Wckaer. 

Important as I deem it to dismiss, on all proper c 
policy of the measures at present pursued, it is still more important 
to maintain the rigla of such discussion in its full and just extent. 
Sentiments lately sprung up, and now growing fashionable, make 
it necessary to be explicit on this point. The more I perceive a 
disposition to cheek tho freedom of inquiry by extravagant and 
unconstitutional pretences, the tinner shall bo the tone in which I 
shall assert, and the (Veer the manner in winch i shall exercise it. 

It is the ancient and ucdeulned prerogative of (he people to can- 
vass public measures, and the merits of public men. It is a 
" home-bred right," a fireside privilege. It hath ever been en- 
joyed in every house, cottage and cabin, in the nation. It is not 
to be drawn into controversy. It is as undoubted as the right of 
breathing the air or walking on the earth. Belonging to public 
life as a right, it. belongs to public life as a duty; and it is the. 
last duty which those whose representative I am shall find me to 
abandon. Aiming at all times to be temperate and courteous in its 
20* 
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use, except when the right Itself shall bo ipicstioned, I shall then 
carry it to its extent. I sliall place myself on the extreme bound- 
ary of my right, ;md bid dclianeo to any arm Ihat would move me 
from my ground. 

This high constitutional privilege I shall defend ami exercise 
within this house, and without this house, and in all places ; in 
time of peaoe, and in all times. Living, I shall assert it; and, 
should I leave no other inheritance to my children, by the Mossing 
of God I will leave them the inheviianco of free principle?, and 
the example of a manly, independent and constitutional defence 
of them. 



CHARACTER OF CKN. JACKSON G. Bancroft. 

The men of the American Revolution are no more ! That age 

of creative power has passed away. The last surviving signer of 
the Declaration of Independence has long since left the earth! 
Washington lies near his own Potomac, surrounded by his family 
and his servants. Adams, the Colossus of independence, reposes 
In the modest grave -yard of his native region. Jefferson sleeps on 
the heights of his own Montieollo, whence his eyo overlooked his 
beloved Virginia. Madison, the last survivor of the men who 
made our constitution, lives only in our hearts. But who shall 
say that the heroes in whom the image of tlod shone most, brightly 
do not live forever ? They were filled with the vast conceptions 
which called America into being; they lived for these conceptions, 
and their deeds praise them. 

We are met to commemorate the virtues of one who shed his 
blood for our independence, took part in winning the territory and 
forming tho early institutions of the west, and was imbued with all 
the great ideas which constitute the moral fbrco of our country. 

South Carolina gave a birih-plaee to Andrew Jackson. On its 
remote frontier, far up on the forest-olad banks of the Catawba, in 
a region where the settlers were just beginning to cluster, his eye 
first saw the light. There his infancy sported in the ancient for- 
ests, and his mind was nursed to freedom by their influence. His 
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boyhood grew up in the midst of the contest with Great Britain. 

The first grent political truth that reached his heart was, that all 
men are free and cipial ; the tirsi groat iiiet that beamed on his 
understanding was, his country's independence. 

I"ic it nil;, ms it increase:.!, came near the shades of his upland 
residence. As a boy of thirteen lie witnessed the scenes of horror 
that accompany civil war; and when but a year older, with an 
elder brother, he shouldered his musket, anil wont forth to strike a 
blow for his country. Joyous em for Anieriea and for humanity ! 
But for him, the orphan bey, the events were full of agony and 

At the very time w'leu H _ ;;shaigt.on was pledging his own and 
future generations to the support of the popular institutions which 
were to be the light of the human race, — at the time when the 
institutions of (ho Old World were reeking to their centre, and the 
mighty fabric that had come down from the middle ages was fall- 
ing in, — the adventurous Jackson, in the radiant glory and bound- 
less hope and em ill; lent. intrepidity ol' hventy-one, plunged into the 
wilderness, crossed the great mountain-barrier that divides the 
western waters from the Atlantic, followed the paths of the early 
hunters and fugitives, and, not content with the nearer neighbor- 
hood to his parent slate, went still farther and further to the west, 
till lie found his home in (he most, beautiful region on the Cum- 
berland. 

On all groat occasions, Jackson's influence was deferred to. 
When Jefferson had acquired for the country the whole of Lou- 
isiana, and there seemed some hesitancy on the part of Spain to 
ae'i no vd edge our possession, the services of Jackson were .solicited 
by the nauoiiid adinini-tration, and were net called into full exer- 
cise only from the peneel'ul termination ol.' the incidents that occa- 
sioned tho summons. In the long serins of a agressions on the 
freedom of tho seas and the rights of the American fag, Jackson 
was on the side of his country and the new maritime code of 
republicanism, in his inland home, where the roar of the breakers 
was never heard, and the mariner was never seen, he resented tho 
continued a 
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A pupil of the wilderness, lib heart was with tlic pioneers of 
American lite towards tin* sotting sun. No American statesman 
has ever embraced within his affections a scheme so liberal for tlie 
emigrants as lhal. of Jackson. TTc longed to secure to tliem, not 
preemption rights only, but more than preemption rights. He 
longed to invite labor to lake possession of the unoccupied fields 
without money ami without price, with no obligation except the 
perpetual devotion of itself by allegiaoee lo Its eouutry. Under 
the beneficent influence of his opinions, the sons'of misfortune, the 
children of adventure, find their way to the uncultivated west. 
There, in some wilderness glade, or in the thick forest of the fertile 
plain, or where the prairies most sparkle with flowers, they, like 
the wild hoc which sets them the example of industry, may choose 
their home, mark the extent of their possessions by driving stakes 
or blading trees, shelter their log-ca.bins with the boughs and turf, 
and t cacti the virgin soil to yield Itself to the ploughshare. Theirs 
shall be the soil, theirs (he beautiful farms which they teach to bo 
productive. Come, children of sorrow ! you on whom the Old 
World frowns, evowd fearlessly. to the forests; plant your homes in 
confidence, for the country watches over you; your children grow 
around you as hostages, and the wilderness, at your bidding, sur- 
renders its grandeur of useless luxuriance to the beauty and love- 
liness of culture. 

The portions of country that suffered most severely from a 
system of legislation which, in its extreme character, as it then 
existed, is now universally acknowledged to have been unequal 
and unjust, were less tranquil ; and, rallying on the doolrines of 
freedom, which ina.de out' government a limited one, they saw in 
the oppressive acts an assumption of power which was nugatory, 
because it was exercised, as they held, without authority from the 
people. The con(es( that ensued ivas the most momentous in our 
annals. The greatest minds of America engaged in the discussion. 
Eloquence never achieved suliliiner triumphs m the American sen- 
ate than on those occasions, The country became deeply divided, 
and the antagonist elements were arrayed against, each other under 
forms of clashing authority, menacing civil war ; the freedom of 
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the several states was invoked against the power of the United 
States; and, under the organization of a state ia convention, the 
reserved rights of the people were summoned to display their 
energy, and balance the authority and neutralize the legislation of 
the central government. Tne states were agitated with prolonged 
excitement ; the friends of freedom throughout the world looked 
on with divided sympathies, praying that the Union of the States 
might be perpetual, and also that the commerce of the world 
might be free. 

Fortunately for the country, and fortunately for mankind, 
Andrew Jackson was at the helm of state, the representative of 
the principles that were to allay excitement, and to restore the 
hopes of peace and freedom. By nature, by impulse, by educa- 
tion, by conviction, a friend to personal freedom, — by education, 
political sympathies, and the fixed habit of his mind, a friend to 
the rights of the states, — unwilling that the liberty of the states 
should be trampled under foot, unwilling that the constitution 
should lose its vigor or be impaired, he rallied for the constitution, 
and in its name he published to the world, " The Union, it must 
be preserved ! " The words were a spell to hush evil passion and 
to remove oppression. Under his guiding influence the favored 
interests, which had struggled to perpetuate unjust legislation, 
yielded to the voice of moderation and reform, and every mind that 
had for a moment contemplated a rupture of the states discarded 
it forever. The whole influence of the past was invoked in favor 
of the constitution ; from the council-chambers of the fathers who 
moulded our institutions, from the hall where American independ- 
ence was declared, the clear, loud cry was uttered, " The Union, 
it must be preserved." From every battle-field of the Revolution, 
— from Lexington and Bunker Hill, from Saratoga and York- 
town, from the fields of Eutaw, from the cane-brakes that shel- 
tered the men of Marion, — the repeated, long-prolonged echoes 
came up, " The Union, it must be preserved ! " From every valley 
in our land, from every cabin on the pleasant mountain-sides, 
from the ships at our wharves, from the tents of the hunter in 
our westernmost prairies, from the living minds of the living mil- 
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lions of American freemen, from the thickly-coming glories of 
futurity, the shout went up like tho sound of many waters, "The 
Union, it must be preserved J " 

Behold the warrior and statesman, his work well done, retired 
to the Hermitage, to hold converse with his forests, to cultivate his 
farm, to gather around him hospitably his friends ! Who was like 
him ? He was still the loadstar of the American people. His fer- 
vid thoughts, frankly uttered, still spread the flame of patriotism 
through the American breast; his counsels were still listened to 
with reverence; and, almost alone among statesmen, he in his 
retirement was in harmony with every onward movement of his 
time. His prevailing influence assisted to sway a neighboring 
nation to desire to share our institutions; his ear heard the foot- 
steps of the coming millions that are to gladden our western shores, 
and his eye discerned in the dim distanee tho whitening sails that 
are to enliven the waters of the Pacific with the social sounds of 
out' sikmofkCuI commerce. 

Age had whitened his locks, and dimmed his eye, and spread 
around him the infirmities and venerable emblem* of many years 
of toilsome service ; hut his heart beat as warmly as in his youth, 
and his courago was as firm as it had ever been in the day of bat- 
tle. But, while iu's affections were still for his friends and his 
country, his thoughts were already in a better world. That 
exalted mind, whieh in active life had always had unity of percep- 
tion and will, which in action had never altered from doubt, and 
which in counsel had always reverted to first principles and general 
laws, now gave itself up to communing with the Infinite. He was 
a believer, from feeling, from experience, from conviction. Not a 
shadow of scepticism ever dimmed the lustre of his mind. Proud 
philosopher, will you smile to know that Andrew Jaekson perused 
reverently his Psalter and Prayer-Book and Bible? Know that 
Andrew Jackson had faith in the eternity of truth, in the imper- 
ishable power of popular freedom, in the destinies of humanity, in 
the virtues and capacity of the people, in his country's institutions, 
in the being and over-ruling providence of a merciful and ever- 
living God, 
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The last moment of his life on earth U at hand. It is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord; the brightness am.l beauty of (lie summer eloihe 
the fields around him; nature is in her glory; — hut the sublimest 
spectacle on that day, on earth, was the victory of his unblenehing 

spirit over death itself! Til Ii(b, his career bad been like the blaze 
of the sun in the fievceLicss of its noonday glory; bis death was 
lovely us the mildest sunset of a summer's evening, when the eun 
goes down in tranquil beauty without a cloud ! 



HTl-lilHNi';* A^D DKSTIM' OF THE PILGRIMS. — F. Everett. 

Mktiitnks I see il now, that, one ,soli:ary, ;.dventu'.'ous ves-el,ll;e 
]Hayilovi-erof a forlorn hope, freighted with the prospects of a future 
state, and bound across the nnknov.il sea. T behold it pursuing, 
with a thousand misgiviugs, the uncertain, the tedious voyage, 
Suns rise and set, and weeks and months pass, and winter surprises 
them on the deep, but. brings them not the sight of the wished-fbr 
shore. I see them now. sunnily supplied vyiih provisions, crowded 
almost to suffocation in their ill-stored prison, delayed by calms, 
pursuing a circuitous route ; and now driven in fury before the 
raidng tempest, on the high and giddy wave. The awful voice of 
the storm howls through the ngg'iig; the laboring masts seem 
straining from their base ; the dismal sound of the pumps is heard ; 
the ship leaps, as it were, madly from billow to billow; the oeean 
breaks, and settles with ingulfing floods over the floating deck, and 
beats, with deadening, shivering weight, against the staggered ves- 
sel. I see them, escaped from these perils, pursuing their all but 
desperate undertaking, and landed, at last, after a, Jew months' 
passage, on the ice-clad rooks of Plymouth, weak and weary from 
the voyage, poorly armed, seuuuly provisioned, without shelter, 
without mrans, surreundod by beside i rib: : s. 

Shut, now, the volume of history, and toll me, on any principle 
of human probability, wind shall be the fate of this handful of 
adventurers? Tell me, man of military science, in how many 
months were ihey all swept off by the thirty savage tribes enumer- 



H 03 tad by Google 



240 SPECIMENS OE 

ated within the early limits of Now England ? Tell me, politicimj, 
how long did this shadow of a colony, on which your conventions 

and treaties had not smiled, languish oti the distant coast? Stu- 
dent of history, compare for me the baffled projects, the deserted 
settlements, the abandoned adventures, of other times, and find the 
parallel of this! Was it the winter's storm, beating npon the 
houseless lieiL'.Is of women and children, was it hard labor and 
spare meals, was it disease, was it the tomahawk, — was it the 
deep malady of a blighted hope, a. ruined enterprise, and a broken 
heart, aching, in its last moments, at the recollection of the loved 
and left, beyond the sea, — was it some, or all of these muted, 
that hurried this forsaken company to their melancholy lute '< 
And is it possible that neither of these causes, that not all com- 
bined, were able to blast this had of hope? Is it possible that 
from a beginning so feeble, so frail, sj worthy not so much of 
admiration a- of pity, there lias gone forth a progress so steady, a 
growth so wondavutl, an expansion so ample, a reality so important, 
a promise, yet to be fulfilled, so glorious ! 



RELKUON AND POETRY.— W. H. Hamsreley. 

POKT&iT can adapt herself to all ages. She can weave a simple 
ballad lijr ddiJ'ioed, or a fervent song for the youth ripening into 
manhood; she lias her pictures of fireside happiness and domestic 
comfort for the parent, and her voice has a lime for the car of the 
aged. She can adapt herself to ail conditions. She has her simple 
and nfr'eeting narrative for tho poor and the humble; she has a 
trumpet voice for the soldier and the statesman, and a, most refined 
speech for the scholar. Site will, he our companion at all times 
and in all seasons ; she will give an additional zest to prosperity, 
and when the season of adversity shall arrive she will comfort the 
wounded spirit and bind up the broken heart. 

The most groundless and anomalous objections urged against 
poetry are those which proceed from a ' certain class of religious 
men. The chief charge on tho part of such men is the perversion 
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of pootry to improper uses. As well might they tell the patriot 
not to draw the sword in behalf of his country because it is the 
weapon of the oppressor; as well might they cast away the book 
of life because its meaning is distorted by fools and fanatics. 
Poetry is most grand when connected with religious subjects; and 
in her purest and most sublime pre unification she does not, like 
Ajax, defy the lightning and the God who wields it, but, like the 
ethereal beings around the throne of heaven, she veils her burning 
eyes with her resplendent wings when in the solemn presence of 
the Almighty. Ho who has no love for poetry may lay to heart 
the precepts of the Bible ; but there is a light upon the pages of 
that book which he sees not, there is a harmony in its language 
which he hears not, — for there is a vein of poetic fire, pure, sim- 
ple and sublime, running through the whole sacred volume. 

We not only find poetry in the abstract in (be Scriptures, but it 
has been maintained that a portion of its content* arc written in 
accordance with certain rules of composition, approximating in 
some degree to those which govern its construction in its most 
exclusive sense ; as in the following, among many instances : 

"My soul doth magoify the Lord, 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." 
" Hb looketh on the earth, 
Andittrembleth; 
He fconcheth tlie hills. 
And they smoke." 
" I planted, 
Apollos watered, 
But God made to grow: 
So that neither he who plantcth is anything, 
Nor he that wateretn. 
But God, who maketh to grow." 

The life of Christ is a poem, and the argument comprehends the 
miraculous birth; the star, that God-appointed herald, leading 
the wise men to the cradle of the child Jesus; the youth dis- 
puting with the doctors ; the celestial baptism ; the man of sor- 
rows expressing the perfect love of God; the little children 
gathered to his bosom as the exemplars of the simple and pure 
21 
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faith of the righteous ; the blind seeing, and the lame walking, 
and the sick recovering, and the dead rising from their graves, at 
his command; the temptation, tin; fast, the trail;- figuration, the trial, 
the crucifixion, the prayer for the forgiveness of iii^ persecutors) 
uttered amid tho agony of the cross ; the resurrection, and the 
mission of salvation fulfilled by an ascension welcomed by the har- 
monious ii:illeluj;il:= of;: lii:;iv>:nly chorus. 

The doctrine of the immortality of tho soul, which is " brought 
te light " in the 8<;ripi.ures ; infuses into the heart of the poet true 
life, and energy, and sublimity, and opens to his vision fields of 
eternal hope and beauty. 

It is the chief glory of poetry that she bears us on spotless wings 
far above the sensuous sphere of earth, and, like the repentant tear 
which the Peri conveyed to the angel, removes the crystal bar that 
binds the gates of paradise. 

I am well assured that poetry, although sometimes seen in con- 
nection with error, even as the sons of God held companionship 
with the daughters of men, is one of the choicest blessings be- 
queathed to this imperfect world. The Christian can trace her 
divine origin with the utmost certainty, and behold with an 
unclouded vision that she is born of God and baptized with inspira- 
tion. She diffuses a new light upon the face of nature, she weans 
US from the rule of our passion and ihu dominion of our lusts, and 
reveals the golden ladder that leads from earth to heaven. 



IK BEHALF OF GREECE.— H. C%. 

It has been admitted by all that there is impending over this 
country a threatening storm, which is likely to call into action all 
our vigor, courage, and resources. Is it a wise way of preparing 
for this awful event, to talk to this nation of its incompetency to 
resist .European aggression, to lower its spirit, to weaken its moral 
force, and do what we can to prepare it for base submission and 
easy conquest ? If there bo any reality in this menacing danger, 
I would rather adjure the nation to remember that it contains a 
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million of freemen capable of bearing arms, and ready to exhaust 
their last drop of blood, and their last cent, in defending their 
country, its institutions, and its liberty. Are these to be con- 
quered, by all Europe united? No; no united nation can be, that 
has the spirit to resolve not to be conquered, — such a nation is 
ever invincible. And has it come to this ? Are we so humbled, 
so low, so despicable, that we dare not express our sympathy for 
suffering Greece, lest, peradrentnre, we might offend some one or 
more of their imperial and royal majesties? If gentlemen are 
afraid to act rashly on such a subject, uuppoBe that we draw an 
humble petition addressed to their majesties, asking them that of 
their condescension they would allow us to express something on 
the subject. How shall it begin ? " Wo, the representatives of 
the free people of the United States of America, humbly approach 
the thrones of your imperial and royal majesties, and supplicate 
that of your imperial and royal clemency" — I will not go through 
the disgusting recital; my lips have not yet learnt the sycophantic 
language of a degraded slave ! Arc we so low, so base, so despica- 
ble, that we may not express our horror, articulate out' detestation , 
of the most brutal and atrocious war that ever stained earth or 
shocked high Heaven with the ferocious deeds of a brutal soldiery, 
set on by the clergy and followers of a fanatical and inimical 
religion, and rioting in excess of blood and butchery, at the mere 
details of which the heart sickens? If the great mass of Christen- 
dom can look coolly and calmly on while all this is perpetrated on 
a Christian people in their own vicinity, iu their very presence, let 
us, at least, shew that, in this distant extremity, there is still some 
sensibility and sympathy for Christian wrongs and sufferings, — 
that there are still feelings which can kindle into indignation at 
the oppression of a people endeared to us by every ancient recollec- 
tion ami every modern tie! 

But it is not first and chiefly for Greece that I wish to see this 
measure adopted. It will give them but little aid — that aid 
purely of a moral kind. It is indeed soothing and solacing in dis- 
tress to hear the accents of a friendly voice. We know this as 
a people. But it is principally and mainly for America herself, 
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fur the credit, and character: of our common country, that I hope 
to see this resolution pass ; it is for our own unsullied name that I 
feci. 

Go home, if you dare, — go home, if you can, — to your constit- 
uents, and tell them that you voted it down ! Meet, if you dare, 
tho appalling countenances of those who sent you here, and tell 
them that you shrank from tho declaration of your own sentiments 
— that, you cannot tell how, but that some unknown dread, some 
indescribable apprelionsion, seme iudciinable danger, affrighted 
you, — that the spectres of scimetars, and crowns, and crescents, 
gleamed bolero you and alarmed you. and that you suppressed all 
the noble feelings prompted by religion, by liberty, by national 
independence, and by humanity ! 



THE inrilDEHElt'S SiXliiJT. - D. W-.'..,i f r. 

The deed was executed with a degree o" sell-possession and 
Etcadiocss equ.'d to the wickedness with which it was planned. 
■ The circumstances, now (dearly in evidence, spread out the whole 
scono before us. Deep sleep had fallen on the destined victim, 
and on all beneath his roof. A healthful old man, to whom sleep 
was sweet, the first sound lumbers of the night held him in their 
soft but. strong enibni.ee. The assassin enters, through the window 
already prepare'', into an unoccupied apartment. With noiseless 
foot he paces the lonely bull, hall'diV.iled ',y the moon; he winds 
up the ascent of tho stairs, and reaches the door of the chamber. 
Of this he moves the lock, by soft and continued pressure, till it 
turns on its hinges without noise ; and he enters, and beholds his 
victim before him ! The room was uncommonly open to the admis- 
sion of light. The face of tho innocent sleeper was turned from 
the murderer, and the beams of the moo:"., resting on the gray 
locks of Ids aged temple, showed him where to strike. The fata] 
blow is given! and the victim passes, without a struggle or a 
motion, from (lie repose of sleep to (ho .repose of death ! It is the 
assassin's purpose to m;j;c sure work ; and be ye l plies the dagger, 
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though it was obvious thai life had been destroyed by the blow of 
the bludgeon. Tie even raises the aged arm, that he may not fail 
in his aim at the heart, and replaces il again ovev the wounds of 
the poniard ! To finish the picture, he explores the wrist for the 
pulse! He feels for it, and ascertains that it boats no longer. It 
is accomplished ! The deed is done ! ITc retreats, retraces his 
steps to the window, passes out. through it as lie came in, and 
escapes. He has done the murder : no eye has seen him, no ear 
has heard him. The secret is his own, and it is safe ! 

Ah! gentlemen, that was a dreadful mistake! Such a secret 
can besaib nowhere. Th;; whole crea.iion of (, bid h::< nebhor neck 
nor corner where the guilty can bestow it, and say it is safe. Not 
to speak of that 1'lye which glances through all disguises, and 
beholds everything as in the splendor of noon, such secrets of guilt 
are never safo from detection, even by man. 

True it is, generally speaking, that. " murder will out." True 
it is, that Providence bath so ordained, and doth so govern things, 
that those who break (bo great law of Heaven by shedding mini's 
blood seldom siie.eeod in avoiding discovery: especially in a case 
exciting so much attention as this, discovery mast and will come, 
sooner or later. A thousand eyes turn at once to explore every 
man, every thing, every oireu instance, eonneered with the time and 
place: a thousand ears catch every whisper ; a thousand excited 
minds intensely dwell on the scene, shedding all their light, and 
ready to kindle the slightest circumstance into a blaze of dis- 
covery. Meantime, the guilty soul cannot keep its own secret. 
It is false to itself; or, rather, it feels an irresistible impulse of 
conscience to be true to itself; it labors under its guilty possession, 
and knows not what to do with it. The human heart was not 
made for the residence oi'suok an inhabitant ; it finds Itself preyed 
a torment, which it dares not acknowledge to God or man. 
s devouring it, and it asks no sympathy or assistance, 
t earth. The secret which the murderer pos- 
ts to possess him ; and, like the evil spirit of which 
1, and leads him whithersoever it will, 
g at his heart, rising to bis throat, and demand- 
21* 
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ing disclosure. He thinks the whole world sees it in his face, 
reads it in his eyes, and almost hears its workings in the very 
silence of his thoughts. It has become his master. It betrays 
his discretion ; it breaks down his courage ; it conquers his pru- 
dence. When suspicious (roin without begin to embarrass him, 
and the net of circumstances to entangle him, the fetal secret 
struggles with still greater violence to burst forth. It must be 
confessed; it will bo confessed ; there is no refuge from ci 
but in suicide, — and suicide is confession ! 



ASl.'IH,\i'ir.)X3 for AMHltTOA. — C. iff. Clay. 

Wurr.L the Ur.ion lusts, amid these im'lile verdant ti,:b"s, tlie-e 
ever-flowing rivers, these stately groves, this genial, healthful 
clime, this old Kentucky land, — hallowed by the blood of our 
sires, endeared by the beauty of her daughters, illustrious by the 
valor and eloquence of her sons, the centre of a most glorious 
empire, guarded by a cordon of stiit.es garrisoned by freemen, girt 
round by the rising and sotting seas, — we are the most blessed of 
all people. Let the Union be dissolved, let that line be drawn 
where be drawn It must, and wo are a border state : in time of 
peace with no outlet to the ocean, the highway of nations, a mis- 
erable dependency; in time of war the battle-ground of more 
than Indian warfare — of civil strife and iudi.-Mt'i minute slaughter I 
When, worse than Spanish provisoes, we shall contend not for. 
glory and renown, but, like the aborigines of old, lor a contempt- 
ible life and miserable subsistence ! Let me not see it ! Among 
those proud courts and lordly coteries of Europe's pride, whero 
fifty years ago we wero regarded as petty provinces, unknown to 
ears polite, let me go forth groat hi the name of an American 
citizen. Let me point them to our statesmen and the laws and 
governments of their creation, the rapid advance of political sci- 
ence, the monuments of their fame, now the study of all Europe. 
Lot them look at our rapidly increasing and happy population, see 
our canals, and turnpikes, and railroads, stretching over more 
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space than combined Britain and Europe have reached by the same 
means. Let them send their philanthropists to learn of our pen- 
itentiary systems, our schools, and our civil institutions. Let 
them behold our still in machinery, in steamboat and ship build- 
ing, —hail the most gallant ship that breasts the mountain wave, 
and she shall wave from her flag-staff the stars and stripes. These 
are the images which I cherish ; this the nation which I honor ; 
and never will I throw one pebble in her track, to jostle the foot- 
st.orn of her glorious march! 



.AMElilCAX I\DErEXMTJCE.— L. WwrtWry. 

There seem to me some points of opinion common to us all in 
relation to the excellences and glories of the independence we cele- 
brate. One of these points is the great importance of that event. 
On that account, inspired by one common gratitude, we all join 
heart and tongue in one chorus of thanksgiving to the statesmen 
and patriots and heroes who won our hallowed independence. They 
established among us its immortal principles, we hope, forever. 

Lisping infancy, therefore, youth, manhood, and decrepit ago, 
come together to-day; matron and maid, as well as the sun- 
burnt millions from the plough and the vessel's decks, should come, 
— all professions and ranks, and forms of faith, political or 
religious, — from every hill, and valley, and prairie, of our beloved 
country, from Maine to California,— all gather in joyful throngs, 
and all bend in veneration before the glorious event, and its thrice- 
glorious doctrines. 

This is not, that almost fourscore years ago some plain American 
farmers, planters, merchants and lawyers, assembled in a small 
room near Independence-square, in Philadelphia. It is not, that 
some among them, with iron heart and eagle eye, dared do all 
which had immortalized the Brutases and Cromwells of other ages, 
and not only speak their wrongs, but redress and avenge them. It 
is not, that then and there was done a deed, to become a newspaper 
theme for a brief month only, or to be known not beyond the few 
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cities and settlements !'icn scattered over the eastern slope of the 
Adleghanies, coiita'nms' a population but little larger than the 
State of New York now does alone; or to live in its influences 
only sl ^enerat ion, a list! f- century even, and then die out, as have 
perished (Voni ibe page of history millions of other occurrences, at 
first far more dazzling to Ihe inexperienced eye. But it was, that 
then occurred an event which has become incorporate with Liberty 
herself, —k a part of her substance no loss (hun symbol, — and 
shall endure as long and spread as wide as the longest and widest 
portion of her magnificent empire. An event, which, if not des- 
tined to revolutionize all nations and people, has been already lelt, 
in some degree, wherever civilization pervades mankind, and is 
likely, in coming ages, more and more, by " the war of opinion " it 
wages, to leave') (he political views of the whole habita'u,. globe. 
To dethrone a. king by oppressed subjects has always been one of 
the most, glowing themes in the annals of tbo human race. To 
change a dynasty of kings looms up slill larger in the horizon of 
history and poetry. To alter the whole form of government in 
any country' often has a bearing more important than either on its 
future destinies; and especially so if it be it change from slavery 
to freedom, for (he people a : large. But to do all these, — more 
than all, — to show consummate skill in the cabinet at the same 
time with heroic bravery in tbo field, and to accomplish a revolu- 
tion in principles of government and legislation by the pen and the 
' tongue, while another was carried on and gloriously sustained by 
the sword, — by the blood of freemen poured out in torrents who re- 
ever the invader polluted the soil, or a ruthless savago was let 
loose, with tomahawk and torch, on an exposed frontier, — this 
was sin event thai, all the millions who have been signally blessed 
by it may well celebrate, for its grandeur, — may long and loudly 
celebrate, — and will, by God's permission, hold in holy remem- 
brance, while (key preserve any of the virtues of the patriots who 
a:'C0in|dishcd it. ; 

Myriads elsewhere, who have enjoyed only some of its reflected 
light, would shame us for any ncjee; of so great a revolution, by 
their heart-felt rejoicings over only so much of its influences as 
have reached and animated them in the cause of political reform; 
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because it lias been the talisman and tocsin to freedom in all coun- 
tries since. Whenever, for the last half-century, an oppressed 
people have broken their chains, — whether in France, or Hun- 
gary, or the classic soil of Italy, — the recollection of American 
independence has strengthened, if not guided, the blow; and, when 
tyrants since have trembled at popular indignation, and listened to 
remonstrances, awl relented or reformed, the memory of American 
liberties and victories ha* struck terror to their hearts, and made 
them relent, oftcner than arms or arguments, or a returning sense 
of justice towards the victims of their wrongs. 

Not only have this western continent and some of it 1 ; adjacent 
islands — both sides of the Andes — been thus made vooal with 
songs of gratitude for the example set this day, but Europe, from 
the Baltic to the Mediterranean, has felt the influence of some of its 
sacred principles, and been slowly but suroly reforming, in order 
to save at all, a portion of its superannuated institutions. Even 
Asia has witnessed a. grand vizier appealing through the press in. 
favor of popular education and the welfare of the people at large ; 
and ere another century closes, it would not be more extraordinary 
to see such principles prevailing in China, — in one kingdom alone 
of the populous east, — half of the whole human race. Misunder- 
stood and misrepresented, I admit, often have been the character 
of our Revolution, and the designs and doctrines of the patriots 
who accomplished it ; and many, it must be conceded, have been 
the outrages committed under a pretence of justification through 
its principles, as flagrant crimes have, in all ages, been committed 
under the sacred names of liberty and religion. But the estab- 
lishment of American independence is no more answerable for 
such abuse, such perversions of her holy cause, than are religion 
and liberty for the profanations before, as well as since, committed 
under their consecrated banner ; and proceeding, as we ought on 
occasions like this, to make some inquiry into the true civil conse- 
quences of that independence, no less than its military daring, in 
order to appreciate duly the greatness of the event, it will be 
found that their legitimate operation, their true essence, their full 
and perfect work, both here and elsewhere, is likely to prove most 
auspicious to the human race. 
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FAREWELL ADDRESS TO HIS TROOPS. — A. Jackson. 

Possessing those dispositions which equally adorn the ciii«n 
and the soldier, the expectations of your country will be mot in 
peace, as her wishes have been gratified in war. Go, then, my 

brave companior.s, to your domes, — ■ to those tender connections 
and blissful scene; whieh render lite so dear,' — full of honor, and 
crowned with laurels which will never fade. When participating, 
in the bosoms of your familios, the enjoyment of peaceful life, with 
what happiness will you not look bad; fo the toils you have borne, 
to the dangers you have encountered! How will all your past 
exposures beeonvcrtcd into sources of inexpressible delight! Who 
that never experienced your sufferings will bo able lo appreciate 
your joys? The man who slumbered ingloriously at home during 
your painful marches, your nights of watchfulness and your days 
of toil, will envy you the happiness which these recollections will 
afford ; still more will he envy the gratitude of that country which 
you have so eminently contributed to savo. Continue, fellow-sol- 
diers, on your pas-sago to year several destinations, to preserve that 
subordination, that dignified and manly deportment, which have so 
ennobled your character. 

While the commanding general is thus giving indulgence to his 
feelings towards those: bravo companions who accompanied him 
through difficulties and danger, he cannot permit the names of 
Blount, and Shelby, and Holmes, to pass unnoticed. With what 
generous ardor and patriotism have these distinguished governors 
contributed all their exertions to provide the means of victory ! 
The recollections of their exertions, and of the success whieh has 
resulted, will be to them a reward more grateful than any which 
the pomp of title or the splendor of wealth can bestow. 

What happiness it is to the commanding general, that, while 
danger was before him, he was, on no occasion, compelled to use 
towards his companions in arms cither severity or rebuke ! If, 
after the enemy had retired, improper passions begun tlicir empire 
in a few unworthy bosom-!, and rendered a resort to energetic 
measures necessary lor ibei:-' suppression, ho has not confounded the 
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innocent with tin; guilty, tins scrluecd with the seducers. Towards 
you, fellow-soldiers, the most cheering recollections exist, blended, 
alas ! with regret that disease and war should have ravished from 
us so many worthy companions. But the memory of the cause in 
which they perished, and of the virtues which animated them 
while living, must occupy the place whero sorrow would claim to 

Farewell, fellow-soldiers! The expression of your general's 

is feeble, but the gratitude of a country of freeman is yours, — 
yours the applause of an admiring world. 



MTJ8IO.— H. BnshnelL 

It cannot be said that music is a human creation, and, as far as 
the substances of the world are concerned, a mere accident. As 
well can it be said that man creates the colors of the prism, and 
that they are not the properties, of the light, because he shapes the 
prism by his own mechanical art. Or, if still we doubt, if it seems 
incredible that the soul of music is in the heart of all created being, 
then the laws of harmony themselves shall answer, ono string 
vibrating to another, when it is not struck itself, and uttering its 
voice of concord sim p!y because t.be concord is in it, and it feels the 
pulses on the air to which it cannot be silent. Nay, the solid 
mountains and their giant masses of rock shall answer, catching, 
as they will, the bray of horns or the stunning blast of cannon, 
rolling it across from one top to another in reverberating pulses, 
till it falls into bars of musical rhythm, and chimes and cadences 
of silver melody. I have heard some fino music, as men are wont 
to speak — the play of orchestras, the anthems of choirs, the voices 
of song that moved admiring nations. But in the lofty passes of 
the Alps I heard a music overhead from God's cloudy orchestra, 
the giant peaks of rock and ice, curtained in by the driving mist, 
and only dimly visible, athwart the sky, through its folds, such as 
mocks all sounds our lower worlds of art can ever hope to raise. I 
stood (excuse the simplicity) calling to them, in the loudest shouts 
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I eould raise, even till my power was spent, and listening in com- 
pulsory trance to their reply. I heard them roll it up through 
their cloudy worlds of snow, sifting out the harsh, qualities that 
were tearing in it as demon soyaams of ;in, hol'iing on upon it aa 
if it were a hymn they were fining to the ear of the great Creator, 
ii!id Hi;!iilii];r it round, and round In long i-u-.Ui | dic.-il ions of sweet- 
na-H. minute after minute, till, li>i-Jly reeeding and rising, it trem- 
bled, as it were, among the quick gratula lions of angels, and fell 
into the silence of the pure empyrean. I had never any concep- 
tion before of what is meant by quality in sound. There was 
more power upon the soul, in one of those simple notes, than I 
ever expect to fuel from anything called music below, or ever can 
feel till I hear them again in the eao.irs oi' the argoltc world. I 
had never such a sense of purity, or of what a simple sound may 
tell of purity, by its own pure quality ; and I could not but say, 
0, my God, teach me this ! be this in mo forever ! And I can 
truly affirm that the experience of that hour has consciously made 
me better able to think of God ever since — better able to worship. 
All other sounds are gone, — the sounds of yesterday heard in the 
silence of enchanted multitudes arc gone, — but that is with me 
still, and I hope will nover cease to ring in my spirit, till I go 
down to the slumber of silence itself! 



EARLY DAYS OP THE REVOLUTION. —J. T. Austin. 

Massachusetts is the mother of the Revolution. Her efforts in 
its commencement are too honorable to be omitted in i he heraldry 
of her fame. Earliest and alone, — without aid, without allies, 
connections or confederacy, — singly, by her own will, she dis- 
solved the royal powers within her own territory and over her own 
people, and assumed to herself, the prerogative of independence. 
When her congress of delegates assembled at Watertown, in 
defiance of the royal charter, and spurned the representatives of 
the crown, and assumed the powers of civil government, and took 
possession of the public treasury, and levied taxes, and established 
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a navy, and commissioned that American vessel of war that first 
captured a British, ship on tie ocean, and erected maritime courts, 
and appointed judges, ami administered justice to belligerent and 
neutral by the law of nations, and raised an army, and nominated 
officers, and gathered soldiers under the pine-tree banner of Mas- 
sachusetts, and poured out a rich libation of blood on the battle- 
field of freedom, the colonial character was at an end. The Rev- 
olution had begun. The state was then free, sovereign, and inde- 
pendent. 

Bring to the imagination that hand of determined men, assem- 
bled at Watertown, unarmed and defenceless, within cannon-shot 
of a disciplined army ; their fortunes in the camp of a military 
commander, whose dignity they had offended; their persons liable 
to be seized and sent to Europe, as traitors ; their conduct 
impeached in a public proclamation, and two of them proscribed as 
rebels, whose offences were too heinous for the prdon of the king. 
Judge of their anxiety, in that time that tried men's souls; their 
immense responsibility to the country, whose destiny they directed ; 
to their children, for the protection that was due to them ; to pos- 
terity, for that political condition which would lit: a legacy of honor 
or of shame; to their God, before whom they were answerable, 
and felt themselves answerable, for all the blood of a war they 
might accelerate or prevent. How indistinct their vision of the 
future, even when a strong faith threw its light upon their souls ! 
How difficult their task to keep up the courage of the timid, the 
hopes of the desponding, the strength of the feeble ; to enlighten 
the ignorant, restrain the rash, supply the destitute, and impart to 
all the pure motives which consecrate success ! Here was no mad 
ambition, no lust of power, no allurement of interest, no scheme 
of personal distinction. Few of them are remembered in history, 
Yet these are they whose light gave promise of a coming dawn. 
If they recede from the general gaze, it is in the noon-ti " 
of a brighter day. 

" They aot M sets the morning star, which goes 
Not down behind the darkened west, nor hides 
Obscured among the tempests of i.ho sky. 
But melts away into the light of heaven " 
22 
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Had these men proved incompetent lo tin: tad:, ilie bui.de 
for that generation would Iillvc been lost when it began. Inde- 
pendence might, indeed, have been obtained, for no foreign power 
could long hold a continent in its grasp; hut the struggle mast 
have been made hi th T s agc : and net that; ani.1 (he de-';latio:i_<if 
eivil war, which marks the times of our forefathers, would have 
been the melancholy history of our own. 



THE MECHANICAL EPOCH. — /. P. Kennedy. 

'I'm' world is new entering immi the mechanical epoch. There 
is nothing in the l.'ulure move sure than the great triumphs which 
that epoch is to achieve. It has already advanced to some glorious 
conquests. What miracles of mechanical invention already crowd 
upon us! Look abroad, and contemplate the infinite achievements 
of the steam power. Reflect a moment on all that has been done 
by the railroad. Pause to estimate, if you can, with all the help 
of imagination, what is to result from the agency now manifested. 
in the operations of the telegraph. Cast a thought over the whole 
field of scientiSic mechanical improvement and its application to 
human wants, in the last twenty years, — to go no further back, 
— and think what a world it has made ; — how many comforts it 
has given to man, how many facilities; what it, has done for His 
food and raiment, for his communication with his fellow-man in 
every clime, for his instruction in books, his amusements, his 
safety! — what new lands it has opened, what old ones made 
accessible ! — how It lias enlarged the sphere of his knowledgo and 
coirversaney wdth his species! It is all .a. great, astounding mar- 
vel, a miracle which It oppresses the mind to think of. It is the 
smallest, boast which can be made for it to say that, in till desirable 
facilities in life, in the comfort that depends n^un mechanism, and 
in all that is calculated to delight the senses or instruct the mind, 
the man of this day, who has secured himself a moderate compe- 
tence, is placed far in advance of the most wealthy, powerful and 
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princely, of ancient times, — might I not say, of the times less 
than a century gone by ? 

And yet we have only began — we are but on the threshold of 
this epoch. A great celebration is now drawing to a close, — 
the celebration, by all nations, of the new era. A vast multitude 
of all peoples, nations and tongues, has been, but yesterday, gath- 
ered under a magnificent crystal palace, in the greatest city of the 
world, to illustrate and distinguish the achievements of art, — no 
less, also, to dignify and exalt the great mechanical fraternity who 
have filled that palace with wonders. Is not this fact, of itself, 
charged with a volume of comment ? What is it but the setting 
of the great distinctive seal upon the nineteenth century ? — an 
advertisement of tlie fact that society has risen to occupy a higher 
platform than ever before ? — a proclamation from the high places, 
announcing honor, honor immortal, to the workmen who fill this 
world with beauty, comfort and power ; honor to be forever em- 
balmed in history, to be perpetuated in monuments, to be written 
in the hearts of this and sneers :ding generations ! 



JUSTICE TO ENGLAND. — C. Sprague. 

Ip, in remembering the oppressed, you think the oppressors 
ought not to be forgotten, I might urge that the splendid result of 
the great struggle should fully reconcile us to the madness of those 
who rendered that struggle necessary. We may forgive the pre- 
sumption which " declared " its right " to bind the American colo- 
nies," for it was wofully expiated by the humiliation which " ac- 
knowledged " those same "American colonies" to be "sovereign 
and independent states." The immediate workers, too, of that 
political iniquity, have passed away. The mildew of shame will 
forever feed upon their memories ; — a brand has been set upon 
their deeds, that even Time's all-gnawing tooth can never destroy. 
But they have passed away ; and of all the millions they mis- 
ruled, the millions they would have misruled, how few remain ! 
Another race is there to lament the folly, another here to 
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magnify llic wisdom, that cut the knot of empire. Shall (hose 
inherit and entail eve Has tin g enmity? Like the Carthaginian 
Hainilear, shall we coine up hither with our children, and on this 
holy altar swear the pagan oath of undying hate? Even our 
goaded fathers disdained this. Let us i'ullil ilioir words, and prove 
to tin! people of England f.ha.t " in peace " we know how to treat 
them "as friends." They have been twice fold that "in war" we 
know now to meet them " as enemies: " and they will hardly ask 
smother lesson, for, it in;iy be that, when the third trumpet shall 
sound, a voice, will echo along their sea-girt cliffs — "The glory 
lias departed ! " 

Seme few of their degenerate ones, tainimi llie boivers where 
they sit, decry the growing greatness of a land they will not love ; 
and others, after eating from our basket, and drinking from our 
cup, go home to pour forth the senseless lik.d against a people at 
whose firesides they wen; wanned. I'ut a tew pens dipped in gall 
will not retard our progress; let not a few tongues festering in 
falsehood disturb our repose. We have those among us who are 
able both lo pare ilie (alons of the kite and pull out the fanfrs of 
the viper; who can lay bare, for ilie disgust of all good men, the 
gangrene of the insolent reviewer, and iniiiet stich a cruel mark on 
the back of the modified runaway, as will lake long from him the 
blessed privilege of being forgotten. 

These rude detractors speak not, wo trust, the feelings of their 
nation. Time, the great corrector, is there fast enlightening both 
ruler and ruled. They are treading in our steps, oven ours; and 
are gradually, though slowly, pulling up their ancient religious 
and political landmarks. Yielding lo ihe liberal spirit of the age, 
— a spirit born and fostered here, — they arc not only loosening 
their own long-viveied shackle.;:, but are iaising the voice of encour- 
agement, anil o.Kfending the hand of ass is t;n ice, to the " rebels " of 
other climes. 

In spite of all that has passed, we owe England muoh ; and 
oven on this occasion, standing ;n the midst of my generous- minded 
countrymen, I may fearlessly, willingly, acknowledge the debt. 
Wc owe England much; — nothing for her martyrdoms ; nothing 
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for her proscriptions ; nothing (or the innocent blood with which 
she has stained the white robes of religion and liberty; — these 
claims oar fathers cancelled, and her monarch rendered them and 
theirs a full acquittance forever. But for the living treasures of 
her mind, garnered up and spread abroad for centuries by her great 
and gifted, who that has drank at the sparkling streams of her 
poetry, who that has drawn from the deep fountains of her wisdom, 
who that speaks and reads and thinks her language, will bo slow 
to own his obligation ? One of your purest ascended patriots, — 
Quincy, — he who compassed sea and hind for liberty, whose early 
voice- for her echoed round yonder consecrated hall, whose dying 
accents for her went up in solitude and suilcring (Vera the ocean, 
— when he sat down to bless, with the last token of a lather's 
remembrance, the son who wears his mantle with his name, 
bequeathed him the recorded lessons of England's best, and wisest, 
and sealed the legacy of love with a prayer, whose fu'.l a.eemnpliih- 
ment we live to witness, — " that the spirit of liberty might rest 
upon him." 



EXAMPLE CUT AMERICA.— C. M. Clay., 
TTow many, like the great K-nnnot, have died, and lei'! only a 
name to attract our admiration for their virtues, and our regret for 
their untimely fall, to excite to deeds, which I bey would but could 
not effect ! But what has Washington left behind, save the glory 
of a name? The independent mind, the conscious pride, the enno- 
bling principle of the sonl, — a nation of freemen. What did ho 
leave ? He left us to ourselves. This is the sum of our liberties, 
the first principle of government, the power of public opinion, — 
public opinion, the only permanent power on earth. When did a 
people flourish like Americans ? Yet where, in a time of peace, 
has more use been made with the pen, or less with tie sword of 
power? When did a religion flourish like the Christian, since 
they have done away with intolerance ? Since men have come to 
believe and know that physical force cannot affect the immortal 
part, and that religion is between the conscience and the Creator 
22* 
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only. He of 022, who with the sword propag.'iled hi- doctrines 
throughout Arabia and the greater part, of the barbarian world, 
against the power of whose tenets tin; physical fbreo of all Chris- 
tendom was opposed in vain, under the effective operations of free- 
dom of opinion is fast j.assing (he way of all error. 

Napoleon, the contemporary of our Washington, is fast dying 
away from the lips of men. He who shook the whole civilized 
earth, — who, in an age of knowledge aid:! concert among nations, 
hei'.l the world a.t bay, — at whose exploits i.'ic imagination becomes 
bewildered, — who, in the e»e of his glory, was honored with the 
pathetic appellation of "the last lone captive of millions in war," 
— even lie is now known only in history. The vast empire was 
fast tumbling to ruins whilst he yet held the sword. He passed 
away, and left "no successor" there! The unhallowed light 
which obscured is gone ; but brightly beams yet the name of 
Washington ! 

This freedom of opinion, which has done so much for the politi- 
cal and religious liberty of America, has not been confined to this 
continent. People of other countries begin to inquire, to examine, 
and to reason for themselves. Error has fled before it, and the 
most inveterate prejudices are dissolved and gone. Sucli unlim- 
ited remedy has in some cases, indeed, apparently proved injurious, 
but the evil is to be attributed to the peculiarity of the attendant 
circumstances, or the ill-timed application. Let us not force our 
tenets upon foreigners. For, if we subject opinion to coercion, who 
shall be our inquisitors ? No ; let us do as we have done, as we 
are now doing, and then call upon the nations lo examine, to scru- 
tinize, and to condemn! No! they cannot look upon America, 
to-day, and pity; for the gladdened heart disclaims all woe. They 
cannot look upon her, and deride ; for genius, and literature, and 
science, arc soaring above the high places of birth and pageantry. 
They cannot look upon us, and defy ; for the hearts of thirteen mil- 
lions are warm in virtuous emulation — their arms steeled in the 
cause of their country. Her productions are wafted to every 
shore; her flag is seen waving in every sea. She has wrested the 
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glorious motto from the once queen of Ihe s 
banner, by the stars and stripes is seen : 



KULOOY Vl'ON IIENKY CLAY. — J". J". Criuewlm.. 

I am to address you in commemoration oi' the public services el' 
Henry Clay, and in celebration of his obsequies. His death filled 
his whole conn try v.'iih mourning, and the loss of no citizen, save 
the father of his Country, has ever produced such man [testations 
of the grief and honu«o of Ihe public heart. His history bits 
indeed been read " in a nation's eyes.'" A nation's tears proclaim, 
With their silent eloquence, its sense of the national loss. Ken- 
tucky has more than a common share in Ibis national bereavement. 
To her it is a domestic grief, — to her belongs the sad privilege of 
being the chief mourner. He was her favorite sou, her pride, and 
her glory. She mourns for him as a mother. Hut let her not 
mourn as those who have no hope nor consolation. She can. find 
tbo richest and noblest solace in the memory of her son, and of his 
great, and good actions; and his fame will come back, like a com- 
forter, from his grave, to wipe away her tears. Even while she 
weeps for hire, her tears shall be mingled with the proud feelings 
of triumph which his name will inspire; and Old Kentucky, from 
the depths of her a.lteet.ionate and heroic heart, shall exclaim, like 
the Duke of Ormond, when informed (bat his brave son bad fallen 
in battle, " I would not exchange my dead son for any living son 
in Christendom." JiYom these same abundant sources we may 
hopo that the widowed partner of his life, who now sits in sadness 
at Ashland, will derive some pleasing consolations. I presume not 
to offer any words of comfort of my own. Her grief is too sacred 
to permit me to use that privilege. 

.Homy ('lay lived in a most, eventful period, and the history of 
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his life for forty years has boon literally that of his country. He 
was so identified with the government for more than two-thirds 
of its existence, that, during that time, hardly any act which has 
redounded to its honor, its prosperity, its present rank among the 
nations of the earth, can be spoken of, withdut calling to mind 
involuntarily the lineaments of his noble person. It would be 
difficult to determine whether in peace or in war, in the field of 
legislation or of diplomacy, in the spring-tide of his life or in its 
golden ebb, he won the highest honor. It can be no disparage- 
ment to any one of his contemporaries to say, that, in all the 
points of practical statesmanship, he encountered no superior in 
any of the employments which his constituents or his country con- 
ferred upon him. 

Henry Clay was indebted io no advcDt.it ions circumstances lor 
the success and glory of his life. Sprung from an humble stock, 
"he was fashioned to much honor from his cradle;" and he 
achieved it by the noble use of the means which God and nature 
had given him. He was no scholar, and had none of the advan- 
tages of collegiate education. But there was a " divinity that 
stirred within him." He was a man of a genius mighty enough 
to supply all the defects of education. By its kocn, penetrating 
observation, its quick apprehension, its comprehensive and clear 
conception, he pilliereil knowledge without the study of books; — 
he could draw it from the fountain head, — pure and undeflled; 
it was unborrowed ; the acquisition of his own observation, reflec- 
tion, and experience ; and all his own. It entered into the com- 
position of the man, forming part of his mind, and strengthening 
and preparing him for all those great scenes of intellectual exer- 
tion or controversy in which his life was spent. His armor was 
always on, and he was ever ready for the battle. 

This mighty genius was accompanied, in him, by all the quali- 
ties necessary to sustain its action, and to make it most irresistible. 
"His person was tall and commanding, and his demeanor — 
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Tie was direct and honest., ardent and learless, prompt to form 
lib opinions, alv.-uys bold in their avowal, and sometimes impetuous, 
or even rash, in their vinc"!Efin.(Ion. In ilic performance of his 
duties he feared no responsibility. He scorned all evasion of 
untruth. No pile thoughts <:vor troubled his decisive mind. 

" Be just and fear not" was the sentiment of Ids heart and the 
principle of his action. It regulated Ids conduct in private and 
public life ; all the ends ho aimed at were his country's, his God's, 
and truth's. 

Sui:-h was Henry Ulay, and such were his talents, qualities, and 
objects. Nothing lji.it s in j cess and honor could attend such a. char- 
acter. For nearly hall' a century he ivas an iiifonning .spirit, bril- 
liant and heroic figure in our political sphere, marshalling our 
country in the ivay slio ought to go. The " bright track of his 
fiery car" may ho traced through (ho whole space over which, in 
his day, his country and Its- government, have passed in the way to 
greatness and renown. It will still point the way to further great- 
ness anil renown. 

The groat object;; of Ids. public life wove to preserve and 
strengthen (he Union: t.o iiiainfam the constitution and laws of 
the United States; to cherish industry; to protect labor; and 
to facilitate, by all proper national improvements, the communica- 
tion between all the parts of our \vldcly-c\ tended country. This 
was his American system of policy. With inflexible patriotism 
ho pursued and advocated it, to his end. He was every inch an 
American. Ills heart, and all that there was of him, were de- 
voted to Ids country, to its. liberty, and its free institutions. He 
inherited, the spirit of liie Involution, in the midst of which he was 
born ; and the love oP liberty and the pride of freedom were in 
him principles of action. 

A remarkable trait in iiv:: character of ]MY. <";iy was his inflex- 
ibility in defending the public inleresl against ail schemes for ita 
detriment. His exertions were, indeed, so steadily employed and 
so often successful in pro t Oct. in 2 the public against the injurious 
designs of visionary poliiicians or party demagogues, that he may 
be almost said to have been, during forty years, the guardian 
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angel of the country lie never would compromise the public 
interest for anybody, or for Liny persona! advantage to himself. 

lie was the advocate of liberty throughout I.lio WOrl'.l, rind his 
voice of cheering was raised in behalf of every people who strug- 
gled for freedom. Greece, awakened from a long sleep of .servi- 
tude, heard his voice, and was reminded of her own Demosthenes. 
Soul.li America, too, in her at niggle for independence, heard his 
brave words of encouragement, and her fainting heart was ani- 
mated, and her arm inside strong. 

Henry Chiy is 1,1 10 fail' representative of the ago in which he 
lived; an age which forms the great.CM. and brigiiiest era In the 
history of man ; .in age teeming with new discoveries and de- 
velopments, extending in nil directions the limits of human 
knowledge, — exploring the n.genehc; and elements of lite physical 
world, and lut'iiing a.nd snhjiigrtling them io (he uses of man, — - 
unfolding and establishing, practically, the great principles of 
'popular riglils and free governments, and which, nothing doubt- 
ing, nothing JLaiing, i'iil advances in majesty, aspiring to and 
demanding further improvement, anil l'ortker amelioration of the 
condition of mankind. 

With the chivalrous and benignant spirit of this great era 
Henry Clay was thoroughly imbued. He was, indeed, moulded by 
it, and niado in its own image. That spirit, be it remembered, was 
not one of licentiousness, or turbulence, or blind innovation. It 
was a wise spirit, good and honest as it was resolute and brave; 
and truih and justice were lis companions and guides. 

These noble qualities .of truth and justice were conspicuous hi 
the whole public life of Henry (.'lay. tin that solid foundation 
he stood erect, and fearless: and when the storms of state beat 
around and threatened to overwhelm Mm, his exclamation was still 
heard, "Truth is mighty, and public justice certain." What a 
magnificent and heroic figure dees Henry (Hay here present to the 
world! We can but stand before and look upon it in silent rev- 
erence. His appeal was not in vain ; — the passions of party sub- 
sided, truth, and justice resumed their sway, and Ms generous coun- 
trymen repaid him for all (he wrong they had druse him with grat- 
itude, atfection and admiration, in his life, and tears for his death. 
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It li:iy been objected to Henry Clay that he iths ambitious. So 
ho was. But in him ambition was virtue. It sought only tho 
proper, fair objects of honorable aiiibiiion, and if. .sought these by 
honorable means only, — by so serving the country as to deserve- 
its favors and its honors. If ho sought office, it was for tho pur- 
pose of enabling him, by tho power it would give, to servo his 
country more ePi'eotuaSly and preeminently ; and, if he expected 
and desired thereby to advance his own tame, who will say that 
was a fault? Who will say that it was a fault to seek and desire 
office for any of the personal gratifications it may afford, so long 
as t boso gratifications are made subordinate to the j-u'-iic good f 

That Henry Clay's object in do-siring office was to servo his 
country, and that ho would have made all other considerations 
subservient, I have no doubt. I knew him well, — I had full 
opportunity of observing him in his mo-i-t unguarded moments and 
conversations, — and I can say that I have never known a more 
unselfish, a more laithful or intrepid reproscnta'ivo of tho people, 
of the people's rights, a.nd the people's interests, than Henry Clay. 

It was most fortunate for Kentucky to have such a representa- 
tive, and most fortunate lor him to have such a constituent as 
Kentucky; fortunale lor him to have been thrown, in the early 
and susceptible period of his life, into the primitive society of her 
bold and free people. As one of her children, I am pleased te 
think that frcm that source he derived some of that magnanimity 
and energy which his alter lire so signally displayed. I am pleased 
to think, that, mingling willi all his great ipiaiities, there was a 
sort of Kentudcyism (I shall not undertake to define it), which, 
though if ma) not have polished or retried, gave lo them additional 
point and power, mid free scope of action. 

You all know Mr. Clay; your knowledge and re collodion of 
him will present him more vividly to your maids than any picture 
I can draw of him. This 1 wdll add, — he was in tho highe-t, 
truest sense of the term, a. great man, and we ne'er shall look 
upon his like again. He has gone to join the mighty doa.d in 
another and better world. How little is there of such a man that 
can die! His ihme, the memory of his benefactions, the lessons 
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of his wisdom, all remain with us, — over these death Las no 
power. 

How few of the great of this world have boon so fortunate as 
he ! How few of them have lived to see their labors so rewarded ! 
He lived to sen the country that ho loved ami served advanced lo 
great prosperity and renown, and still advancing. He lived till 
every prejudice which at any period of his life had existed against 
him was removed; ami until he had 1>;y«hiu the object of the rev- 
erence, love and gratitude, of his whole country. His work 
seemed then to be completed, and fate could not have selected a 
happier moment to remove him from the troubles and vicissitudes 
of this life. 

Glorious as his life was, there was nothing that became him like 
the leaving of it. I saw him frequently during the slow and lin- 
gering disease which terminated his life. He was conscious of Ms 
approaching end, and prepared to meet it with all the resignation 
and fortitude of a Christian hero. He was all patience, meek- 
ness, and gentleness ; these shone round him like a mild, celes- 
tial light, breaking upon him from another world; 



COMPLETION OP THE WABASH AND EKIB CANAL.-i. Cm. 

Ir is profitable in the career of lifo occasionally to pause to 
withdraw ourselves from the very busy scenes with which we min- 
gle, and to look back upon the progress wc have made, and for- 
ward, as for as it is given to us to look forward upon the prospect 
before us. These are high places in the journey of life, whence 
the region around is best contemplated and understood. In all 
time great events have been thus commemorated. The principle 
has its foundation in human nature, though perverted in its appli- 
cation by power or superstition. And many a monument, which 
has survived its own history and the objects of its founders, yet 
looks out upon the silence around it, the solitary evidence of some 
great but forgotten event in the fitful drama of life. And wc 
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have come up to-day to one of these high places to commune 
together. We have met from many a portion of our common 
country, and this great assemblage testifies, not less by its num- 
bers than by tho imposing ciiwmslanees. which surround it, that 
there is here passing one of those seniles which mark the progress 
of society, and which form its character, and oftentimes its destiny. 
And so it is, and it is good for us to be here. We have not come 
to fight a battle, nor to commemorate one ; we have not come to 
worship at the shrine of power, to celebrate the birth or the death 
of some unworthy ruler, the last step in political degradation. 
Nor have we come to comuienee, to complete, nor to com in em orate, 
some useless but imposing sUueiiire, erected by pride, but paid for 
by poverty. I would not, however, be m is nn der stood. Far be it 
from us to censure or (o cheek I hose feelings of love of country, or 
of religion, which seek their outpourings in the erection of memo- 
rials upon spots which have drank the blood of the patriot or of 
the martyr. It is a tribute of virtue, which honors the dead and 
the living. But let it be voluntary. Then it will neither bo 
unjust in its object nor oppressive in its accomplishment. It will 
teach a lesson to after ages, which may stimulate virtue to action, 
and give fortitude to endure till the day of deliverance comes with 
its struggle and its reward. Look at the mighty pyramids which 
rise over the Arabian and the Libyan wastes, and which cast their 
shadow far in the desert, mocking 11 ic researches and the pride of 
man. They tell no tale but the old tale of oppression. They 
speak in their very massivencss of pride and power on the one side, 
and misery and poverty on the other. One of tho little channels 
which the Eellali lias diverted from the great river at their base, 
and which spreads verdure and fertility over the valley that o 
Bo much to God and so little to man, is iar dearer to the 0] 
population than these useless and mighty structures. 

Our eastern brethren, with the characteristic liberality and 
patriotism which make the descendants of the Pilgrims proud of 
the land of their ancestors, have just completed and dedicated a 
monument to mark the site of the battle winch opened the greatest 
contest between a powerful empire and her young and distant prov- 
23 
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inccs, and whose influence, if it did not give In the TCevoliitiou its 
fortunate issue, impressed its character upon (lie whole struggle. 
Wo have no such place to hallow; but we have the people to do 
the deeds by which pln.Ci's are saiiotl'kd, and where the pilgrims of 
liberty come, not to worship, hut to reflect. We have not the 
wealth nor these " appliances" by which (he long rind imposing 
procession, and the gorgeous piigeaulry which a. great city can 
arrange and display, aifeot, and almost subdue, the imagination. 
We have not the cliiel' magistrate of (he republic, with his official 
counsellors, to mark, as it were, with a national character, the 
occasion of our assemblage, .Nor have we constructed an obelisk, 
simple and severe in its stylo, bat lasting as the deeds it commem- 
orates, whose foundation Is laid in the graves of martyred patriots, 
but whose summit rises towards the heaven:!, telling the story of 
their fall, and proclaiming the gratitude of their country men. But 
there are here stout, hearts and strong hands, — thousands who 
would devote themselves, as did the men of Bunker Hill, to the 
cause of freedom, and who would tight as they fought, and die as 
(hey died, should their country demand the sacrifice. On (he face 
of the globe, liberty has no more zealous defenders, nor pa (riot ism 
more ardent votaries, than is this great assembly, the convocation 
of a people wdio have made Ibis region their own by all the ties 
that bind a man to his home, and who will defend it, and tho 
institutions which belong to it, by all the means that energy and 
intelligence and dc.voteduess have ever brought to the great day of 
trial, and by which (hey have mads it a day of triumph. 

Wo have come here to join in another commemoration. To 
witness the union of the lakes and tho Mississippi. To survey 
one of the noblest worts of man in the Improvement of that grunt 
highway of nature, extending from New York to New Orleans, 
whose full moral and physical effeol.s it were vain to seek even to 
conjecture. And fitly chosen is the day of this celebration. This 
work Is another ligament which binds together this great confede- 
rated republic. Providence has given us union, and many motives 
to preserve it. The sun never shone upon a country abounding 
more than ours in all the elements of prosperity. It were n 
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3 advantages we enjoy, ami which give us so dis- 
thisiiiishod a position among the nations of the world. They are 
seen and felt iu all those e\ideuee.-; of jjroFJjici-it-jr - find Improvement 
which greet the traveller wherever ho pilots through our country. 
And still more striking are tliey when we contrast our situation 
with (hat of the older regions of i do world. I shall not enter into 
the comparison. I could speak of il. from personal knowledge; bui 
the task would not be a pleasant one, for it would recall many a 
cause of disc-on tout, and many a scene of misery, which meet the 
eye of the moil careless observer who exchanges the new hemi- 
sphere for the old. An American, who does not return to his 
own country a wiser man and a better citizen, and prouder and 
mere contented, for all lie has seen abroad, may well doubt his 
own head or heart, and may well be doubted by his countrymen. 

Still, it is not to be disguised that, from the very constitution of 
human nature, causes may occasionally exist, tending to weakon ; 
though they cannot sever, the bonds which unite us ; and happy is 
it that these on.usos may be counteracted, and ultimately, we may 
hope, rendered powerless, by measures now iu progress, which will 
add the ties of interest to the dictates of patriotism. Our railroads 
and canals are penetrating every section of our territory. They 
are annihilating time and space. They are embracing in their 
folds the ocean and the lake fron tiers, and the great region extend- 
ing from the Alleghany to the lioeky Mountains, through which 
the mighty Mississippi and Its countless tributaries find their way 
to the Gulf of Mexico. Once let this work be completed, and we 
are bound togel.li or by cords which no strongi]'. can sunder. The 
moral and political cQbel, therefore, of I he grout work before ua, is 
even more important than the physical advantage it promises. It 
will bear upon its bosom tho products of a thousand fertile valley-. 
and it will spread gladness and prosperity over regions which have 
just been rescued from the Indians, and from the animals, his 
co-tenants of the forest, which minister to his wants. But it will 
do more than this. It will make glad the heart, of the patriot. 
As he sails along it, he will see, not merely the evidences and the 
cause of wealth and prosperity, but one of the tics which knit us 
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together. By a process more fortunate than alchemist ever 
imagined, (lie feeblest element will be converted into the strongest 
bond. It will bear the boat and its freight to a market, where 
products maybe interchanged and wealth aetpiirod. But it will 
interchange interests and feelings which no wealth can purchase, 
and for which no price can pay. Well, then, may we rejoice, upon 
this day. The occasion and tho time are in unison together. 
And, while we thank God for the service* and sacrifices which he 
enabled our fathers to make in tin) acquisition of freedom .and 
independence, let us thank him, also, that we arc able to strengthen 
their work, and to transmit to our children, as they transmit toil to 
theirs, the noblest, inheritance that belongs to man. The ark of 
the constitution Is yet untouched. Withered be the hand that 
would pollute it! 



WI-.LKJM OT TUT, AXCLtiNTS.— C. Sumna: 

It is often said, "Let us not be wiser than our fathers." 
Bather, let us try to excel our fathers in wisdom. Let us imitate 
what in them was good, but not bind ourselves, as in the chains of 
fate, by their imperfect example. Vrinuiples are higher than 
human examples. Examples may be followed when they accord 
with the admonitions of duty. But he is unwise and wicked who 
attempts to lean upon these, rather l!i;m upon those truths which, 
like the Everlasting Arm, cannot fail! 

In all modesty be it said, we have lived to little purpose, if we 
are not wiser than Ihe generations that have gone before us. It is 
the grand distinction of man that he is a progressive being ; that 
his reason at the present day is not merely the reason rf a single 
human being, but that of the whole human race, in all ages from 
which knowledge has descended, in all lands from which knowledge 
has been borne away. We are heirs to an inheritance of truth, 
grandly aceunatlaliici from generation to generation. The child 
at his mother's knee is now taught the orbits of the heavenly 
bodies, 

"■Where wcrliiH uii irui-Lls f;:n:p*e < 1:0 uvih-i.-rsi.'," 
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the nature of this globe, the character of the tribes of men by 
which it is covered, and the geography oP nation*, io an extent far 
beyond the ken of the most learned of other days. It is, there- 
fore, true, as has been said, that antiquity is the real infancy of 
man; reason and the kindlier virtues of age, repudiating and 
abhorring foree, now bear sway. We are the true ancients. The 
single lock on the battered forehead of Old Time is thinner now 
than when our fathers attempted to grasp it; the hour-glass has 
been turned often since ; the scythe is heavier laden with the 
work of death. Let us cease, then, to look for a lamp to our feet 
in the feeble tapers that glimmer in the sepulchres of the past. 
Bather let us hail those ever-burning lights above, in whoso beams 
is the brightness of noonday ! 



THE WEST AND TUB SOUTH. —T. H. Benton. 

Time and my ability would fail in any attempt to enumerate the 
names and acts of those generous friends in the South who then 
stood forth our defenders and protectors, and gave us men and 
money, and beat the domestic foe in the capital, while we beat the 
foreign foe in the field. Time and my ability would fail to do 
them justice ; but there is one state in the South, the name and 
praise of which the events of this debate would drag from the 
stones of the West, if they could rise up in this place and speak ! 
It is the name of that state upon which the vials, filled with the 
accumulated wrath, of years, have been suddenly and unexpectedly 
emptied before us, on a motion to postpone a land debate. That 
state whose microscopic offence in the obscure parish of Colleton 
is to be hung in equipoise with the organized treason and deep 
damnation of the Hartford Convention; that state whose present 
dislike to a turitf which Is tearing out her vitals is to be made the 
means of exciting the West against the whole South ; that state 
whose dislike to the tariff laws is to be made the pretest for set- 
ting up a despotic authority in the Supreme Court ; that state 
which, in the old Congress in 1785, voted for the reduction of the 
23* 
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price of public lands to about one-half the present minimum ; 
which, in 1786, redeemed after it was lost, and carried by its 
single vote, the first measure that ever was adopted for the protec- 
tion of Kentucky— that of the two companies sent to the Falls 
of Ohio ; that state which in the period of the late war sent us a 
Lowndes, a Cheves, and a Calhoun, to fight the battles of the 
West in the capital, and to slay the Goliaths in the North; that 
state which at this day has sent to this chamber the senator 
whose liberal and enlightened speech on the subject of the public 
lands has been seized upon and made the pretest for' that pre- 
meditated aggression upon South Carolina and the whole South 
which we have seen met with a promptitude, energy, gallantry and 
effect, that lias forced the assailant to cry out an hundred times 
that he was still alive, though we all could see that he was most 
cruelly pounded! 

^ Memory is the lowest faculty of the human mind; — the irra- 
tional animals possess it in common with man — the poor beasts of 
the field have memory. They can recollect the hand that feeds 
and the foot that kicls them; and the instinct of self-preservation 
tells them to follow one and to avoid the other. Without any 
knowledge of Creek or Latin, these mute, irrational creatures 
" fear the Greek offering presents ; " they shun the food offered by 
the hand that has been lifted to take their life. This is their 
instinct, — and shall man, the possessor of so many noble faculties, 
with all the benefits of learning and experience, have less memory, 
less gratitude, less sensibility to danger, than these poor beasts ? 
And shall he stand less upon Ms guard, when the hand that smote 
is stretched out to entice? Shall man, bearing the image of his 
Creator, sink thus low? Shall the generous son of the West fall 
below his own dumb and reasonless cattle, in all the attributes of 
memory, gratitude, and sense of danger? Shall his " Timeo 
Banaos" have been taught him in vain? Shall he forget the 
things which he saw, and part of which he was, —the events of 
the late war, the memorable scones of fifteen years ago? The 
events of former times, of forty years ago, may be unknown to 
those who are born since. The attempt to surrender the naviga- 
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lion u:' (lie 311 wits!: :.;:■!, — to prevent the settlement of the West, 

— the refusal to protect the early settles of Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee, or to procure for them a cession of Indian lands, —all 
these trials, in which the South w;ii (.lie savior of (he West., may 
be unknown to the young generation that lias come forward since; 
and with respect to these events, being uninformed, they may be 
unmindful and ungrateful. They did not see the in ; and, like the 
second generation of (lie Israelites, in (be land of promise, who 
knew not. (lie wonders which God hud done lor their I ore Pal hers in 
Hg.vpt, (hoy may plead ignorance and go astray after strange god-, 

— after the liaals and the Asiaroihs of the heathen, — hut not so 
of the events of the last war. These they saw! The aid of the 
South they felt! The deeds of a party in (lie north-east they felt, 
also ! Memory will do its office for both ; and base and recreant 
is the son of the West that can ever turn his back upon the friends 
that saved, to go into the arms of the enemy (hat moched and 
seemed him, in (he season oi'dirc celemiiy ! 



IFIE U3XINGT0N MARTYBS. — E. Eva 

Asd you, brave ;iml patriotic men. whose ashes are t 
this humble place of deposit, no time shall rob you of the well- 
deserved meedof praise ! lieu, too, perceive!! not less clearly than 
l.he more illustrious patriots who-e sijiril you caught that the deci- 
sive hour had come. You felt, with them that it could not, must 
not, be shunned. You had resolved it should not. Reasoning, 
remonstrance had been tried; from your own town-meetings, from 
the pulpit, front beneath the arches of Fanouil Hull, every note of 
argument, of appeal, of adjuration, had sounded to the foot of the 
throne, and in vain. The wheels of destiny rolled on ; the great 
design of Providence must, be fulfilled; the issue must be nobly 
met, or basely shunned. Strange it seemed, inscrutable it was, 
that your remote and quiet village should be the chosen altar of 
the first great sacrifice. But so it was; — the summons came and 
found you waiting ; and here, in the centre of your dwelling- 
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places, within sight of the homes yon were to enter no more, 
between the village- church where your fathers worshipped and the 
grave-yard where they lay at rest, bravely and meekly, like Chris- 
tian heroes, you sealed the cause with your blood. Parker, Mon- 
roe, Hadley, the Harringtons, Muzzy, Brown, — alas! ye cannot 
hear my words, — no voice hut that of the archangel shall pene- 
trate your urns ; hut to the end of time your remembrance shall 
be preserved ! To the end of time the soil whereon ye fell is holy, 
and shall be trod with reverence while America has a name among 
the nations ! 

And now ye Eire going to lie down beneath yon simple atone, 
which marks the place of your mortal agony. Fit spot for your 
Jast repose; — 

" Where should the soldier rest, but whero he fell ". " 

For ages to come the characters graven in the enduring marble 
shall .tell the unadorned tale of your sacrifice ; and ages after that 
stone itself has crumbled into dust as inexpressive as yours, his- 
tory, undying history, shall transmit the record ! Ay, while the 
language we speak retains its moaning in the ears of men, while 
a sod of what is now the soil of America shall be trod by the foot 
of a freeman, your names and your memory skill be cherished ! 



RESPECT. FOR AMERICAN EIGHTS _i. Woodbury. 

Among the coral reefs of the Pacific, or in sight of the halls of 
Montezuma, — wherever on land or ocean, in the western or east- 
ern hemisphere or the south, by savage, semi-barbarian or civilized, 
by Pagan, Mahometan, Infidel, Turk or Christian, —wherever an 
American citizen is wronged, or American property plundered, or 
American rights invaded, there the stars and stripes should appear, 
and will protect and avenge. There, manfully, when all other 
reasons are eshsuKted, Americans will nish, like Warren at Bun- 
ker Hill, or Stark at Bennington, and hosts of others through the 
whole length and breadth of our Revolutionary campaigns ; — in 
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short, like Decaturs, McNeils and Jacksons, in the war of 1812, 
or Worths, Swtts and Taylors, since, they will prove themselves, 
on every fit occasion, ready to punish the enemies and" redress the 
wrongs of their country. Such a spirit alone can save and per- 
petuate the glorious principles of this day. 

It is not a thirst for conquest, but firm resolve to sustain national 
honor. We spare. the vanquished; and if we scale the Alps, it is 
not to seize on new provinces, or ill-gotten gold, auri sacra fames, 
but we purchase and pay for empires, when needed, though we 
could have retained by the sword what we won by the sword ; and 
thus, by the rights of war, have made our title as good to Cali- 
fornia, as it was, by treaty, to Louisiana. A different temper, 
shrinking from a vindication of national honor, would make us 
sheep to be devoured by the wolves around us ; and allow Santa 
Annas to enforce their menaces to occupy our capital, rather than 
wo to retaliate invasions, and hoist the stars and stripes over the 
walls of Mexico. A different temper, too, —not being magnani- 
mous to toe conquered, and forbearing to the fallen, — would tend 
to render our brave troops but marauders, or armed' mobs, or fierce 
buccaneers. Our resistance oven the matrons of the Revolution 
had the moral courage to inculcate; and deserve their full share 
in its glories, for inculcating it on their husbands and sons, and 
exhibiting so many virtues, and so much heroism, in the times 
which tried men's souls. Our pious mothers were not hostile to 
the common enemy wholly for the oppressive tax on their tea, but 
because they wero educated by the Bible, and especially by Chris- 
tianity, in the great doctrines of equal rights ; and, like Spartan 
women, they taught their descendants — and deserve their grati- 
tude for the patriotic lesson — that it was nobler to be brought 
home dead on their shields, than fly or submit to he slaves. A 
revolution originating and conducted like ours illustrates well the 
excellences of such a spirit, and embodies it. A revolution thus 
justified, guided, established, has become a model revolution for 
mankind; a great landmark, a colossal beacon-tower to all future 
times, and all future navigators on the rough sea of Liberty. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA UNBEK FEDERAL LKilSLATrON. — G. McDugh. 

A OEEAT and solemn crisis is evidently approaching and I 
admonish gentlemen that it is the part of wisdom, as well as of 
justice, to pauso in this course of legislative tyranny and oppres- 
sion, before they have driven a high-minded, loyal and patriotic 
people to something bordering on draper and desperation. If the 
ancestors of those who are now enduring — too patiently enduring 
— the oppressive bunions unjustly imposed upon them, could return 
from their graves and witness the change which the federal gov- 
ernment, in one quarter of a century, has produced in the entire 
aspect of the country, they would, hardly recognize it as the scene 
of their former activity and usefulness. Where all was cheerful, 
and prosperous, and flourishing, and happy, they would behold 
nothing but decay, and gloom, and desolation, without a spot of 
Verdure to break the dismal continuity, or even 



Looking upon this sad reverse in the condition of their descend- 
ants, they would naturally inquire what moral or political pes- 
tilence had passed over the land, to blast and wither the fail- 
inheritance they had left them. And, when they should be told 
that a despotic power of taxation infinitely more unjust and oppress- 
ive than that from which the country had been redeemed by their 
toils and sacrifices was now assumed a.nd exercised over us by our 
own brethren, they would indignantly exclaim, like the ghost of 
the. murdered Hamlet, when urging his afflicted sou to avenge the 
tarnished honor of his house, 

"If jon have nature in you, bear it mi! " 

I feel that I am called upon to vindicate the motives and the 
character of the people of South Carolina from imputations which 
have been unjustly cast upon them. There is no state in this 
Union distinguished by a more lofty and disinterested patriotism 
than that which I have the honor in part to represent. I can 
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proudly ami confidently appeal to history for proof of this asser- 
tion. No state lias made greater sacrifiees to vindicate the common 
rights of the Union, and preserve Its integrity. No staXe is more 
willing to make those sterilises now, whethct of blood or treasure. 
But it doss not belong to lias lofty spirit, of paxriotism to submit, 
to unjust and unconstitutional oppression; nor is South Carolina 
to be taunted with tins charge of treason and rebellion, because she 
has the intelligence to understand her rights, and the spirit to 
maintain them. God has not planted in the breast of man a 
higher and a holier principle than that by which lie is prompted to 
resist oppression. Absolute submission and passive obedience to 
every extreme of tyranny are the characteristics of slaves only. 

The oppression of the people of South Carolina has been earned 
to an extremity which the most slavb-h population on earth would 
not endure without a struggle. Is it to be expected, then, that 
freemen will patiently how down and kiss the rod of lite oppressor ? 
Freemen, did I say? Why, sir, any one who has the form and 
bears the name of a man, — nay, " a beast that wants discourse of 
reason," a dog, a. sheep, a. reptile, ■ - the vilest reptile that crawls 
upon the earth, without the gift of reason to comprehend the 
injustice of its injuries, would bite, or bruise, or sting the hand by 
which they were inflicted. Is it, (Iter,, tor a sovereign state to fold 
her arms and stand still in submissive apathy, when the loud clam- 
ors of the people whom I.'rovii.lence has. committed to her charge 
are ascending to heaven for justice? Hug not this delusion to 
your breast, I pray you ! 

. It is not for mo to say, in this place, what- course South Caro- 
lina may deem it Iter duly lo pursue, in this great emergency. It 
is enough to say that she perfectly understands the ground which 
she occupies ; and be assured, sir, that, whatever attitude she may 
assume, in her highest sovereign capacity, she will firmly and f'car- 
lessly maintain it, bo the consequences whaX, they may. The 
responsibility will riot rest upon her, but upon her oppressors. 

I. will say, in conclusion, that in all I have uttered there has 
not been mingled one feeling of personal uuldnduess to any human 
being, either in this house or out of it. I have used strong lan- 
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guagc, to be sure, but it has been uttered " more in sorrow than in 
anger." I hare felt it to be a solemn duty which. I owed to my 
constituents and to this nation, to make one more solemn appeal to 
the justice of their oppressors. Let me, then, beseech them, in the 
name of ouv common ancestors, whose blood was mingle! together 
as a common offering at the shrine of our common liberty, — lot 
me beseech thorn by all the endearing reeel lectio as of our common 
history, and by every consideration that gives value to liberty and 
the Union of these States, to retrace their steps as speedily as pos- 
sible, and to relieve a high-minded and patriotic people from an 
unconstitutional and oppressive burden, which they cannot longer 



DI-liaC'ATrOX OE THE DAVIS MOXUMEXT, AT ACTON, MASS.— 

The events of the American Ii.evoliil.ion can never fail to Interest 
Americans. This assemblage, men of Middlesex, is an assurance 
that you cherish the Revolutionary character of your county, and 
will be true to the obligations and duties which it imposes. And 
may we not reverently believe tkit ilu: llvilcr.of nations, in the par- 
tially shrouded natural beauties of the day, appropriate to funereal 
services ami solemnities, crowns (his oneasion with his approval? 

The event we commemorate is not of local interest only. It 
has, however, little value on account- of the number of men who 
fought or who fell ; but it lives as the opening scene of a great 
revolution, based on principle, aad destined to change the charac- 
ter of human governments and the condition of the human race. 
The 19th of April, 1775, is not immortal because men fell in bat- 
tle, but because they fell choosing death rather than servitude. 
The mere soldier, who fights without a cause, is unworthy ouv 
respect ; but he who falls in defence of sound principles or valued 
rights deserves a nation's gratitude. Hence the battle -holds of the 
Revolution shall gain new lustre, whilo Austerlita and "Waterloo 
shall be dimmed by the lapse of ages. Each nation cherishes mid 
recurs to the leading events in its history. Time ii 
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importance of some of them ana diminishes the magnitude of others. 
Many of them are eras in the history of countries and the world. 
Such are the lives of great men — philosophers, poets, orators and 
statesmen. Such are battles and conquests, the foundation of new 
empires and the fall of old ones, changes in governments, and the 
admin'st.rrniens of renowned monarch?. Ht.ich were the conquests 
of Greece, the division of tin 1 Macedonian empire, the rise and fall 
of Rome, the discovery and settlement of tliis continent, the Eng- 
lish common wealth, the accession of William and Mary to the 
British throne, the American Revolution, ata:l, finally, the wars, 
empire and overthrew, of Xapoleon. A knowledge of these events 
is not only valuable in itself but it enable* us to penetrate the 
darkness which usually obscures the daily life and character of a 
people. A true view of the life of Socrates gives us an accurate 
idea of Athens and the Athenian people. The protectorate of 
Cromwell, the great event in all English history, presents a view 
of the British nation while passing front an absolute government 
to a limited monarchy, slowly but certainly tending to republic- 

The American Revolution was a clear indication, in itself, of 
what the colonies had been, and what, the republic was destined to 
be. Had the Revolution been delayed, no history, however 
minute, could have given to the world so accurate knowledge of 
the colonists from 1770 to 1780 as it now possesses. It was the 
full development of all their past history ; it was the concise, vig- 
orous, intelligible introduction to their future. It was a great 
illustration of preexisting American character. Neither religious 
nor political fanaticism was an element of the American Revolu- 
tion. It was altogether defensive; defensive in its assertion of 
principles, defensive in its warlike operations. 

It is true that the Revolution was an important step towards 
freedom and equality ; but the revolutionists did not primarily con- 
template the destruction or abandonment of the principles of the 
British government, but rather their preservation and perpetuity ; 
and this, in a great degree, they accomplished. T he two govern- 
24 
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ments are dissimilar in many respects ; but the principle which 
lie at the foundation of the one led (o the fbnmition of thu other. 

On the 19th of April, 1775, the men of Acton left their homes 
upon these hills, and their families anxious ami disconsolate, that 
Uuiy and their de?eeml;ir.ts might have homes und'sturbet' by the 
hand of the oppressor. On the 20th of April, "1775, these homes 
were deserted, lh.it all might pay the hist, tribute of respect to 
Davis, Hayward and Hcsmer. And now, after the lapse of 
seventy-sis. years, the descendant of that gei'eL'itioii have met, 
not, as then, to nimble their tears at the grays of departed friends 
and heroes, but to utter with all of filial respect the names of 
worthy men, and to impress with new power upon their hearts the 
sentiment of gratitude for nil wins seized ;i.nd suiTei-ed in the cause 
of American freedom. And, as we contemplate the glorious death 
of those who fell, shall we not say, 

"Cilice all must life resign, 

Those sweet rewards whicli decorate the bravo 
Tiafollj todadine. 

And steal inglorious w t:i(! silont grave " 1 

As compared with the existence of Ihe world, only a short space 
of time has intervened between the 19th of April, 1775, and this 
day; yet three generations of men have trodden these fields and 
aided in the great work of perfecting rind preserving American 
Institutions. With what confidence, fellow-citizens, did' your ances- 
tors look to Independence, and the establishment of the form of 
government under winch we have lived and prospered as a people? 
l*oyosi(I this form neither the patriot nor statesman ca.n look with 

Who will propose to the now united American people either a 
return to the almost nirgoi.ten confederacy of 177H, or the estab- 
lishment of sep:n\:f n governments ? Nobody, mbody ! When we 
contrast our institutions with those of any other country, bow 
ought we to thank God for tho measure of personal happiness and 
political security we have enjoyed ! Not that our institutions are 
perfect, nor that (here is nothing which the philanthropist may 
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■e or the statesman condemn, All the anticipations of our 
■s have not been realized. The past is not all perfect ; the 
future will not always cheer us with sunshine and smiles : hut he 
is a misanthrope who allows Iris opinions to be controlled by the 
exceptions to the general current of our national career. 

Our years of Independence have been years of almost uninter- 
rupted prosperity, but they have borne to the grave those who took 
part in the later us well an earlier contests of the Revolution. Of 
Lexington and Concord only one remains ; and from all the battle- 
fields of the war this occasion lias brought together but two. But, 
fellow-citizens, the few survivors are not only venerable — they 
are sacred men. They are the last of a noble generation. They 
perilled their lives in behalf of' liberty when 

•■ 'Tita.; treason tu Live her and daath to defend." 

Fortunate all are you whose eyes rest to-day on these few surviv- 
ing soldiers of the Revolution. Fortunate are the youth and chil- 
dren even who on this occasion and in this presence can pledge 
themselves to the cause of constitutional liberty. Of theso men 
the nest generation shall know only from history. Fortunate, 
then, that your lives begun before theirs ended. 

The patriot should do homage to these men ; the statesman may 
sit at their feet and learn lessons of fidelity to principle, and citi- 
zens all may see how nobly ends the life begun in the performance 
of duty. 

To-day the commonwealth of Massachusetts and the town of 
Acton dedicate this monument to the memory of the early martyrs 
of the Revolution, and consecrate it to the principles of liberty and 
of patriotism. Here its base shall rest and its apex point to the 
heavens through the coming centuries. Though it bears the names 
of humble men, and commemorates services stern rather than bril- 
liant, it shall be as immortal as American history. The ground 
on which it stands shall bo made classical by the deeds which it 
commemorates. And may this monument csist only with the 
existence of the republic ; and when God, in his wisdom, shall bring 
this government, to naught, as all human governments must come 
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to naught, may no stone remain to point the Inquirer to fields of 
valor, or to rcrairul liim of deeds oi' glory ! And, finally, may the 
resublic vese iiiblo tin: sun in hi* daily circuit, so that none shall 
know whether its path wore more glorious in the rising or in the 
setting ! 



Till! PliOlSLE.li P.Ui •UX.K tXTTin) JiT.iI'1^. - IT. ,\. i:-,:.:--!,-j;i. 

This Union cannot empire as the snow melts from the rock, or a 
jbiar disappears from ihe firmament. When i; ff.ls, tin; crash will 
be heard in all lands. Wherever the winds of heaven go, that 
will go, bearing sorrow and dismay to millions of stricken hearts ; 
for the subversion of this government will render the cause of con- 
stitutional liberty hopeless threugiioat Ihe world. What nation 
can govern itself, if this nation canirot '! What, encouragement 
will any people havo to establish libera: institutions for themselves, 
ifoursfail? Providence has laid upon us the responsibility and 
the honor of solving that problem in which all coming generations: 
of men have u profound iutorosi., — whether the true ends of gov- 
ernment can be secured by a popular representative system. In 
the munifieenee of his goodness, he put us in possession of our 
heritage, by a series of interpositions scarcely less signal than 
those which conducted the Hebrew.- to Canaan; and ho has, up 
to Ibis period, withheld from us no iimmtnit.ics or resources which 
nk;ht facilitate an atts-ikious result. Xever before was a peoplo 
so advantageous: y siraatcJ for work'ng oui iiiis great problem In 
favor of human liberty ; and it is important for us to understand 
that the world so regards it. 

If, In the frenzy of our base sectional jealousies, we dig the 
grave of the Union, and thus decide: this question In the negative, 
no tongue may aHompl. to depict ihe disappointment and desimir 
which will go along with the announcement, as it spreads through 
distant lands. It will be America, after fifty years' experience, 
giving in her adhesion to ibe doctrine that man was not made for 
.sell -m.iVi: y nine nt. It will be Freedom herself proclaiming that 
freedom is a chimera; Liberty ringing her own knell, all over 
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the globe. And, when the eiti/.ens or adjects of the governments 
which are to -uncoil this Unbii shiul visit. Europe, and see, in some 
land now struggling to east oil' \t->. fetters, tho lacerated and li Pclcs-s 
form of Liberty laid prostrate under tin: iron lieisl oi' i"<!HpotL-ui : lot. 
them remember that the blow which destroyed her was inflicted by 
their own country. 

" So tho struck eagle, stretched upon the plain, 
No more through rolling clouds to sour again. 
Viewed his own feather on the fatal dart, 
And winged the shaft thut quivered in his heart. 
Keen were his pangs, hut kooner far to feel 
tie nursed the pinion which impelled the ateel ; 
VVMk: tlif: alio [iluiriiijro tluit li:i:l -.yaninid lii- nosl 
Drank the last life-drop of his bleeding breast." 



MORAL FORCE AUALNST PHYSICAL. — D. Webster. 
Tick time has been, indeed, when fleets, and armies, and subsi- 
dies, were the piiiieipal reliar.ceH, oven in the bost cause. But, 
happily for mankind, there has como :i. great change in this respect. 
Moral onuses eome into consideration, in proportion as the progress 
of knowledge is advanced; and the public opinion of the civilized 
world is rapidly gaining an ascendency over mere brutal force. It 
is already able to oppose the most lb voidable obstruction to the 
progress of injustice and oppression ; and, as it grows more intelli- 
gent, and more intense, it will be more and more formidable. It 
may be silenced by military power, but it cannot be conquered. It 
is elastic, irrepressible, and invulnerable to the weapons of ordinary 
warfare. It is that Impassable, u-ioxtiugui liable enemy of mere 
violence and arbitrary rule, which, like Milton's angels, 



Until this be propitiated or satisfied, it is in vain for power to talk 
either of triumphs or of repose. No matter what fields are deso- 
lated, what fortresses surrendered, what armies subdued, or what 
provinces overrun. In the history of the year that has passed by 
24* 
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us, and in the i:i-.:a!u:e of uti'iappy S;;«!:i, we have seen (.he vanity 
of all triumphs, in a cau^o which violates the general sense of 
justice of the civilized world. It is nothing that the troops of 
France have passed from the Pyrenees to Cadiz ; it in nothing that 
an unhappy and prostrate nation has fallen before them; it is 
rjut.hing rh:;i arrest-, and confe-tio^, and execution, sweep away 
the little remnant of national existence. There is an enemy that 
Still exists, to check the glory of these triumphs. It follows the 
conqueror hack to the very scone of his ovations ; it calls upon him 
to take notice that Europe, though silent. L-; yet indignant,; it 
shows him that the sceptre of li's vietoiy i-i n, barren sceptre, — 
that it shall confer neither joy nor honor, but shall moulder to dry 
ashes in his grasp. In the midst of his exultation, it pierces his 
ear with the cry of injured justice ; it denounces against him the 
indignation of an enlightened and civilized ago ; it turns to bitter- 
ness the cup of his rejoicing, and wounds him with the sting which 
belongs to the consciousness of having outraged the opinions of 
mankind. 



OF THE CAUCASIAN RACE. — T. II. Baton. 

It would soem that the white race alone received the divine 
command to subdue and replenish the earth; for it is the only race 
that has obeyed it — the only one that hunts out new and distant 
lands, and even a new world, to subdue and replenish. Starting 
from western Asia, taking Europe for their field and the sun for 
their guide, and leaving the Mongolians behind, they arrived, after 
many ages, on the shores of the Atlantic, y/iiicii they lit up with 
the lights of science and religion, and adorned with the useful and 
the elegant arts. Three and a half centuries ago, this race, in 
obedience to the great command, arrived in the New World, and 
found new lands to subdue and replenish, For a long time it was 
confined to the border of the new field (I now mean the Celtic 
Anglo-Saxon division) ; and even fourscore years ago the philo- 
sophic Burke was considered a rash man because he said the Eng- 
lish colonists would top the Alleghanies, and descend into the valley 
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of the MissisHippt, and occupy without parchment, if the crown 
refused to make grants of laud. What was considered a rash 
declaration eighty years ago is old history, in our young country, 
at this day. 

I en lino t repine that this capltol has replaced the wigwam, this 
Christian people replaced the savages, white matrons the red 
squaws, and that such men as "Washington, Franklin and Jefferson, 
have taken the place of Powhattan, Opcchonecanough and other 
red men, however respeetr Jo iliey tr.ay have !:een as savages. 
ilization or extinction has been the fate of all people who have 
found themselves in the track of the advancing whiles, and civilize 
ation. always Llie preference of the whites, lias been pressed as an 
object, while extinction lias followed as a consequence of its i 
ance. The black and the red races have often felt their amelio- 
rating influence. The yellow race, next to themselves in the scale 
of mental and moral excellence, and in the beauty of form, onco 
their superiors in the useful and elegant arts and in learning, and 
still respectable, though stationary, — this race cannot fail to 
receive a new impulse from the approach of the whites, improved 
■so much since so many ages ago they left the western borders of 
Asia. The apparition of the van of the Caucasian race, rising 
upon them in the east after having left them on the west, and after 
having completed the i area in navigation of the globe, must wake up 
and animate the torpid body of old Asia. Our position and policy 
will commend us to their hospitable reception; political considera- 
tions will aid the action of social and commercial influences. 
Pressed upon by the great powers of Europe,— the same that 
press upon us, — they must in our approach sec the advent of 
friends, not of foes ; of benefactors, not of invaders. The moral 
and intellectual superiority of the while race will do the rest; and 
thus the youngest peoplo and the newest land will become the 
reviver and the regenerator of ths oldest. It is in this point of 
view, and as acting upon the social, political and religious condition 
of Asia, and giving a new point of departure to her ancient civilis- 
ation, that I look upon the settlement of the Columbia river by 
the van of the Caucasian race as the most momentous human event 
in the history of man since his dispersion over the face of the earth. 
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That future which filial thy lofty visions of the sagos aud bards 
of Greece and Rome, which was foretold by the prophets and her- 
alded by the evangelists, when man, in Happy Isles, or in a new 
paradise, shall confess On: loveliness of peat;-; 1 , may be secured by 
your care, if not for yourselves, at least for your children. Believe 
that you can do it, and you can do it. The truo golden age is 
before you, not behind you. If man has been driven once from 
paradise, while an angel, with a [laming sword, forbade his return, 
there is another paradise, even on earth, which he may form for 
himself, by the cultivation of knowledge, ro'igion. nml the kindly 
virtues of life; where the conTusion of tongues shad he dissolved 
in the union of hearts, arid joyous nature, be -row; eg prolific charms 
from the prevailing harmony, shall spread her lap with unimagined 
bounty, and there shall bo a perpetual jo;auul spring, and sweet 
strains bonis on " the odoriferous wing of gentle gales," through 
valleys of delight, more pleasant than the Vale of Tempo, richer 
than the garden of the Ilespcrides, with no dragon to guard its 
golden iruit. 

Let it not be said that the age does not demand this work. 
The robber conquerors of the past, from their fiery sepulchres. 
demand it; the precious blood of millions unjustly shed in war, 
crying from the ground, demands it; the voices of all good men 
demand it; the conscience, even of Ihe soldier, wliispcrs "Peace." 
There are consider;!; ioiiJ, "pringiug from our situation and condi- 
tion, which fervently invite us to take the lead in this work. 
Here should bond the- piLirloile afdoe of Ihe land, the ambition of 
the statesman, the efforts of the scholar, the persuasive influence of 
the press, the mild persuasion of the sanctuary, the early teachings 
of the school. Here, in ampler ether and diviner air, are untried 
fields for exalted, triumphs, more truly worthy the American name 
than any snatched from rivers of blood. War is knownas the last 
reason of kings. Let it be no reason of our republic. Let us 
renounce, and throw off forever, the yoke of a tyranny more op- 
pressive than any in the annals of the world. As those standing 
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on the mountain-tops first discern the coming beams of morning, 
let us, from the vantage-ground of liberal institutions, first recog- 
nize the ascending mm of a new era ! Lift high the gates, and let 
the King of glory in ; the king of true glory — of peace ! 

h is a beautiful p'eiure it] tirij-.iun stoiy, (bit ihero v.'iis at least 
one spot, the small island of Dclos, dedicated to the gods, and kept 
at aU times sacred from war. No hostile foot ever sought to press 
this kindly soil ; and the citizens of all countries here met, in com- 
mon worship, beneath the ;cgis of inviolable peace. So let us ded- 
icate our beloved country; and may the blessed consecration be 
felt, in all its parts, everywhere throughout its ample domain! 
The Temple of Honor shall be surrounded, here, at last, by the 
Temple of Concord, that it may never more be entered through 
any portal of war; the horn of abundance shall overflow at its 
gates; the angel, of religion shall he the guide over its steps of 
flashing adamant ; while within its enraptured courts, purged of 
violence and wrong, Justice, returned to the earth from her long 
exile in the skies, with mighty scales for nations an well as for 
men, shall rear her serone and majestic front ; and by her side, 
greatest of all, Charity, sublime in meekness, hoping all and endur- 
ing all, shall divinely temper every righteous decree, and with 
words of infinite cheer hball Inspire those geo:l works that cannot 
vanish away. And the future chiefs of the republic, destined to 
uphold the glories of a new era, unspotted by human blood, shall 
be " the first in peace, and the first in the hearts of their country- 
men." 

But, while soekir;g Hic.-e hli-sful glories for oursel ves, let us strive 
to tender them to other lands. Let (he bugles sound the truce 
of God to the whole world forever. Let the selfish boast of the 
Spartan women become the grand chorus of mankind, — that they 
have never seen the smoke of an enemy's camp. Let the iron belt 
of martial music which now encompasses the earth be exchanged 
for the golden costus of peace, clothing all with celestial beauty. 
History dwells with fondness on the reverent homage that was 
bestowed, by mastering soldiers, upon the spot occupied by the 
e of the Lord. Vain man ! to restrain his regard to a few 
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feet of sacred mould ! The whole oavs.ii is the .sepulchre of tho 
Lord; nor can any righteous man pi'ofimo any part, thereof. Let 
us recognize this truth, and now, on this Sabbath of our country, 
lay a new stone in the grand temple of universal peace, whose 
dome shall be as lofty as the firmament of heaven, as broad and 
'e as the earth itself ! 



against mwuixG in tub navy.— r. f. si^ktw. 

Vtti;.i;k is one broad proposition upon winch I stand. It is this : 
That an American sailor is an American oili/eu, ;mil thai no Amer- 
ican citizen shall, with my consent, bo subjected to the infamous 
pun i si uncut of the lash. If, when a ckizeu enters into the service 
of his country, he is to ibrego the protection of those laws for the 
preservation of which be is willing to risk his life, he is entitled, in 
all justice, humanity and gr.alilude, to all l.iie protection that can 
be extended to him, in bis peculiar circu instances. He ought, cer- 
tainly, to be protected from the infliction of a punishment which 
S'ands condemned ; jy this almost. universal sentiment of his icllow- 
citizens; a punishment which is proscribed in the best prison-gov- 
ernment, proscribed in ue sebcol-lionse, and prescribed in the best 
government on earth — that of parental, domestic a.ll'cction. Yes, 
sir, expelled from the social circle, from the school-bouse, f.ho 
prison-house, and tho army, it finds defenders and champions 
nowhere but in the navy ! 

-Look to your history, — thai part of it v.diioh tho world knows 
by heart, — and you will find on ii.s brightest page the glorious 
achievements oi.' the Aiuor.kan: sailer. "Whatever his country lias 
done to disgrace him. aid break his spirii, ho has never disgraced . 
her ; he has always been ready lo serve bcr; he always /ws served 
her faithfully and effectually. Ho has often been weighed in the 
balance, and never found wanting. The only fault ever found 
with him is, that he sometimes fight- ahead oC liis orders. The 
world lias no match for him, man for man ; and he asks no odds, 
and he cares lor :io odds, when ibe cause of buaiiaii-y, or the dory 
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of hts country, calls him to fight. Who, in the darkest days of 
our Revolution, carried your (lag into the very chops of the Brit- 
ish Channel, Ijeanlcd the lion in his den, and woke the echoes of 
old Albion's hills liy the (bunders of liis cannon, and the shouts of 
his triumph? It was the American sailor. And the names of 
John Paul Jones and the Bon Homme Richard will go down the 
annals of lime forever. Who struck l.h<: first blow that humbled 
the Barbary flag, — which, for a hundred years, had been the 
terror of Christendom, — drove it from the Mediterranean, and 
put an end to the infamous tribute it had been accustomed to 
extort? It was the American sailor. And the name of Decatur 
and his gallant compan'ons will be as lading as monumental brass. 
In your war of 1812, when your arms on shore were covered by 
disasters, — when Winchester had been defeated, when the army 
of the north- west had s-irrci.de red; ami when the gloom o:" despond- 
ency hung like a cloud over the land, — who first relit the fires of 
national glory, and made the welkin ring with the shouts of vic- 
tory? It was the American sailor. And the names of Hull and 
the Constitution will be remembered, as long as wc have left any- 
thing worth remembering. That was no small event. The wand 
of Mexican prowess was broken on the Rio Grande. The wand of 
British Invincibility wan broken when the flag of the Gueraere 
came down. That one event was worth more to the republic than 
all the money which has ever been expended for the navy. Since 
that day, the navy has had no stain upon its escuteheon, but has 
boon cherished aw your pride and glory. And the America:: sailor 
lias established a repm.aiion threugbot:' Ihe world, — in peace and 
in war, in storm ami in battle, — for heroism and prowess unsur- 
passed. He shrinks from no danger, he dreads no foe, and yields 
to no superior. No shoals are too dangerous, no seas too boisterous, 
no climate too rigorous, for him. The burning sun of the tropics 
cannot make him effeminate, nor can the eternal winter of the 
polar seas paralyze his energies. Foster, cherish, develop these 
characteristics, by a generous and paternal government. Excite 
his emulation, and stimulate his ambition, by rewards. But, 
above all, save him, s:ive him from the brutalizing lash, and Inspire 
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Mm with love and confidence i'er your service ! and Ihcn there is 
no achievement so arduous, no conflict so desperate, in which Ms 
actions will not shed glory upon his country. And, when tho 
j'Lniil ^tri^io comes, as soon it. will come, lor tho empire of tho 
seas, you may rest with entire confidence in the persuasion that 
victory will he yours. 



THE PURITAN. — E. P. Whippk. 
'I'mcnuis a eharm in that word which will never bo lost on a 
Now .Knjihmd car. .1.1. is closely associated with all that is great 
In New 1 ■iria; 1 . a rul history. Lt is hallowed by a thousand memories 
of obstacles overthrown, of dangers nobly braved, of sufferings 
unshrinkingly home, in the service of freedom and religion. It 
Mndles at once the pride ofanceslry, and inspires tho deepest feel- 
ings of national veneration. It point- to examples of valor in all 
its modes of manifestation, — in the hull of debate, on the field of 
battle, before the tribunal of power, at the martyr's stake. It is a 
name which will never die out cf S'ew Kna'aii'.! hearts. Wherever 
virtue resists temptation, wherever men meet death for rcligiun's 
sako, wherever the gilded baseness of the world stands abashed 
before console m.loi.is principle, there will bo the spirit of the Puri- 
tans. They have left deep and broad marks of their influence on 
human society. Their children, in all times, will rise up and call 
them blessed. A thousand witnesses of their courage, their indus- 
try, their sagacity, their invincible perseverance in well-doing, 
their love of free instii.u lions, their respect, for justice, their hatred 
of wrong, are all around us, and bear grateful evidence daily to 
their memory. Wc cannot forget them, even if wo had suffieient 
baseness to wish it. Every spot of New England earth has a story 
to tell of them; every cherished institution of New England soci- 
ety boars the print of their mrnds. The strongest element of New 
England character has boon transmitted with their blood. So 
intense is our sense of affiliation with their nature, that we speak 
of them universally as our " fathers." And though their fame 
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everyvvhere cist: were weighed down with calumny and hatred, — 
though the principles for which they contended, aud the noble 
deeds they performed, should become the scoff of sycophants and 
oppressors, and be bla.ekened by (he smooth falsehoods of the sel- 
fish and the cold, — there never will be wanting hearts in New 
England to kindle at their virtues, nor tongues and pens to vindi- 
cate their name. 



FOR PROSECUTING THE WAR, IBIS. — H. Clay. 

Wiiln the ail minist ration was striving, by tin; operation of 
peaceful measures, to bring lirout Britain back, to a sense of justice, 
the gentlemen of iho opposition were lor old-fashioned war. And, 
now they have got old-lashiono.l war, their sensibilities are cruelly 
shocked, and all their sympathies lavished upon the harmless inhab- 
itants of the adjoining provinces. What does a state of war pre- 
sent? Tho united energies of one penile arrayed against the com- 
bined energies of another: a conflict in which, each party aims to 
inflict all the injury it can, by sea and land, upon the territories, 
properly, and citizens el' the other, — subject, only to the rules of 
mitigated war, practised by civilized nations. The gentlemen 
would not touch the continental provinces of the enemy; nor, I 
presume, for the same reasoe, her possessions in the West Indies. 
The same humane spirit would spare the seamen and soldiers of the 
enemy. The sacred person of li.is majesty musl not be attacked, 
for the learned gentlemen on the other side are quite familial' with 
the maxim that the king can do no wren;;. Indeed, I know of no 
person on whom we may make war, upon the principles of the 
honorable gentlemen, but 31 r. Stephen, the celebrated author of 
the, orders in council, or the beard of admiralty, who authorise and 
regidak: the practice of impressment ! 

The disasters of the w,.r admonish us, we are told, of the neces- 
sity of terminating the com.es.l. If our achievement:; by land have 
been less splendid than these of our intrepid seamen by water, it 
is not because the American soldier is less brave. On the one 
element, organization, discipline, and a thorough knowledge of 
25 
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their duties, exist, on the part of the officers and their men. On 
the other, almost everything is jet to be acquired. We have, 
however, the consolation that our country abound* with the richest 
materials, and that hi no instance, when engaged in action, have 



An honorable peace is attainable only by an efficient war. My 
plan would be, to call out the ample resources of the country, give 
them a judicious direction, prosecute the war with the utmost 
vijioi-; sirlkc wherever we can reach the enemy, at sea or on land, 
and negotiate the terms of a peace at Quebec or at Halifax. We 
are told that England is a proud and lofty nation, which, disdain- 
iug to wait for danger, meets it half way. Haughty as she is, we 
once triumphed over her ; and, if we do not listen to the counsels 
of timidity and despair, we shall again prevail. In such a cause, 
with the aid of Providence, we must come out crowned with suc- 
cess; but, if wc fail, let us fail like men, — lash ourselves to our 
gallant tars, and expire together in one common struggle, fighting 
for IRy.K TIIAUK and seamen's BIGHTS ! 



FOR INDEPENDENCE, 1776.— R. H. Let. 
The time will certainly conic when the ailed separation between 
the mother country and these colonies must take place, whether 
you will or no ; for so it is decreed by the very nature of things, 
— by the progressive increase of our population, the fertility of 
our soil, the extent of our territory, the industry of our country- 
men, and the immensity of the ocean which separates the two 
countries. And, if this be true, — as it is most true, —who does 
not see that the sooner it takes place, the better ; that it would be 
the height of folly, not to seise the present occasion, when British 
injustice has filled all hearts with indignation, inspired all minds 
with courage, united all opinions in one, and put arms in every 
hand ? And how long must we traverse throe thousand miles of a 
stormy sea, to solicit of arrogant and insolent men either counsels 
or commands to regulate our domestic affairs ? From what we 
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have already achieved, it is easy to presume what we shall here- 
after accomplish. Experience, is the source of sage counsels, and 
liberty is the mother of great men. Have you not seen the enemy 
driven from Lexington by citizens armed and assembled in one 
day? Already their most celebrated generals; have yielded in 
Boston to the skill of ours. Already their seamen, repulsed from 
our coasts, wander over the ocean, the sport of tempests, and the 
prey of famine. Let us hail the favorable omen, and fight, not 
for the sake of knowing on what terms we are to be the slaves of 
England, but to secure to ourselves a free existence, to found a 
just and independent government. 

Why do we longer delay, — why still deliberate? Let this 
most happy day give birth to the American republic. Let her 
arise, not to devastate and conquer, but to reestablish the reign of 
peace andof the laws. The eyes of Europe are fixed upon us; she 
demands of us a living example of freedom, that may contrast, by 
the felicity of the citizens, with the ever-increasing tyranny which 
desolates her polluted shores. She invites us to prepare an asylum 
where the unhappy may find solace, and the persecuted repose. 
She entreats us to cultivate a propitious soil, where that gen- 
erous plant which first sprang up and grew in England, bat is 
now withered by the poisonous blasts of Scottish tyranny, may 
revive and flourish, shelti'iinp; under iis salubrious and interminable 
shade all the unfortunate of the human race. This is the end 
presaged by 90 many omens : — by our first victories ; by the pres- 
ent ardor and union ; by the flight of Howe, and the pestilence 
which broke out among Dunmore's people ; by tho very winds 
which baffled tho enemy's fleets and transports, and that terrible 
tempest which engulfed seven hundred vessels upon the coast of 
Newfoundland. If we are not this day wanting in our duty to our 
country, the names of the American legislators will be placed, by 
posterity, at the side of those of Theseus, of Lycurgus, of Romulus, 
of Numa, of the three Williams of Nassau, and of all those whose 
memory has been, and will be, forever dear to virtuous men and 
good citizens ! 
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In all the attributes of a great, happy and flourishing people, 
wo stand without a parallel in the world. Abroad, we enjoy the 

respect, and, with scarcely an exception, the friendship of every 
nation; at home, while our government ojuloily. but e.nicicnlly, 
performs llu' sole legitimate end of politic I institutions, in doing 
the greatest good to the greatest, number, we present an aggregate 
of humnn prosperity surely not elsewhere to be found. 

Tlow imperious, then, is the obligation imposed upon every cltl- 
zen, in his own sphere of action, whether limited or extended, to 
exert himself iu perpetuating a conditio;; o~ tilings so singularly 
happy ! All Uie lessons of history and experience must 1 bo lost 
upon us, if wo are content to trust alone to the peculiar advantages 
wo happen to possess. Position and climate, and the bounteous 
resources that nature lias scattered with so liberal a hand, — even 
the disused intelligence and elevated character of our people, — 
will avail us nothing, if we fail sacredly to uphold those political 
institutions that were wisely and deliberately finned with refer- 
ence to every circumstance that eouhl preserve, or might oi danger, 
the blessings we enjoy. The thoughtful framers of our constitu- 
tion leglslaied for our country as they toned it. Looking upon it 
with the eyes of statesmen and of patriot;;, they saw all the sources 
of rapid anil wcmhaful in'Jspc-ity : bat t.bey saw. also, that various 
habits, opinions and institutions, peculiar to the various portions of 
so vast a region, wen; deeply lived. Distinct sovereignties we:'c 
in actual existence, whose cordial union was essential to the welfare 
and happiness of all. Between many of them there was, at least 
to some extent, a real diversity of interests, 1'eblc to be exagger- 
ated through sinister designs; they differed in size, in population, 
in wealth, and in actual and prospective resources and power; they 
varied in the character of their industry and staple productions; and 
in some existed domestic institutions, which, unwisely disturbed, 
might endanger the harmony of the whole, }Iosl carefully wore 
all -these circumstances weigheo 1 , and Ibc Ibuudaiions of the new 
t laid upon principles of reciprocal concession and equi- 



na hyGOOglC 



AMEltlCAN" ELOQUENCE. *w 

table compromise. The jealousies which the smaller states might 
entertain of the power of the rest were allayed by a rule of repre- 
sentation confessedly unequal at tie time, and designed forever to 
remain so. A natural fear that the broad scope of general legis- 
lation might bear upon and unwisely control particular interests, 
was counteracted by limits strictly drawn around the action of the 
federal authority ; and to the people and the states was left unim- 
paired their sovereign power over the innumerable subjects em- 
braced in the internal government of a just republic, excepting such 
only as necessarily appertain to the concerns of tho whole confed- 
eracy, or its intercourse, as a united community, with tho other 
nations of the world. 



FROM AN ABB11ES3 AT BLOODY BROOK. — E. Everett. 

Gathered in this temple not made with hands, to unroll the 
venerable record of our fathers' history, let our first thoughts 
ascend to Him whose heavens are spread out as a glorious canopy 
above our heads ! As our eyes look up to the everlasting hills 
which rise before us, let us remember that in the dark and event- 
ful days we commemorate the hand that lifted their eternal pillars 
to the clouds was the sole stay and support of our afflicted sires. 
While we contemplate the lovely scene around us, — once covered 
with the gloomy forest and the tangled swamps, through which the 
victims of this day pursued their unsuspecting path to the field of 
slaughter, — let us bow in gratitude to Him beneath whose pater- 
nal care a little one has become a thousand, and a small one a 
strong nation. Assembled under tho shadow of this venerable 
tree, let us bear a thankful recollection that at the period when its 
sturdy limbs which now spread over us, hung with nature's rioh 
and verdant tapestry, were all folded up within the narrow com- 
pass of their seminal germ, the thousand settlements of our 
beloved country, teeming with the life, energy and power of pros- 
perous millions, were struggling with unimagined hardships for a 
doubtful existence, in a score of feeble plantations scattered through 
25* 
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the hostile wilderness. Alas ! it was not alone the genial showers, 
and tho gentle dews, and tlio native riohness of the soil, which 
nourished the growth of this stalely tree. The soil from which it 
sprung was moistened with the blood of brave men who fell for 
their country, and the ashes of peaceful dwellings are mingled with 
the consecrated earth. In like manner, it is not alone the wisdom 
and the courage, the piety and tho virtue, of our fathers, — not 
alone the prudence with which they laid the foundations of the 
state, to which wo are indebted for its happy growth and all-per- 
vading prosperity. No, we ought never to forget, — we ought this 
day especially to remember, — that it was in their sacrifices and 
trials, their heart-rending sorrows, their e v or -von cited tribulations, 
their wanderings, their conflicts, their wants and their woes, that 
the corner-stone of our privilege, and blessings was laid. 

As I stand on this hallowed spot, my mind filled with the tra- 
ditions of that disastrous- day, surrounded by I lie-so enduring natu- 
ral memorials, impressed with the (oueliin^ ceremonies we have 
just witnessed, the affecting incidents of the bloody scene crowd 
upon my imagination. This compact and prosperous village disap- 
pears, and a few scattered log-cabins are seen, in the bosom of the 
primeval forest, clustering for protection around tho rude block- 
house in the centre. A corn-field or two has been rescued from 
the all-surrounding wilderness, and here mid there the yellow 
busks arc heard to rustle in the breew, that comes loaded with the 
mournful sighs of the melancholy pine-woods. Beyond, the inter- 
minable forest spreads in every direction, the covert of the wolf, 
of tho rattle-snake, of the savage ; and between its gloomy copses 
what is now a fertile and cultivated meadow stretches out a dreary 

expanse of mi reclaimed morass. Hook, — I listen. All is still, 

solemnly, frightfully still. No voice of human activity or enjoy- 
ment breaks the dreary silence of nature, or mingles with the dirge 
of the woods and water-courses. All seems peaceful and still ; — 
and yet there is a strange heaviness in the fall of the leaves in the 
wood that skirts the road; there is an unnatural flitting in those 
shadows; there is a plashing sound in the waters of that brook, 
which makes the flesh creep with horror. Hark ! it is the click of 
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D, gun-lock from that thicket ; — no, it is a pebble, that has dropped 
from the over-hanging elilT, upon the rock beneath. It is, it is the 
gleaming blade of a scalping-knife ; — no, it is a sunbeam thrown 
off from that dancing ripple. It is, it is the red feather of a sav- 
atre chief, peeping from behind (hat maple tree; — no, it is a leaf, 
which September ha- touched with her mnny- tinted pencil. And 
now a distant drum is heard ; yes, that is a sound of life, — con- 
scious, proud life. A single fife breaks upon the ear, — a stirring 
strain. It is one of the mareb.es to which the stern warriors of 
Cromwell moved over the field at Naseby and Worcester. There 
are no loyal ears to take offence at a puritanical march in a trans- 
Atlantio forest; and hard by, at Hatfley, there is a gray-haired 
fugitive, who followed the cheering strain ai. the head of his division 
in the army of the great usurper. The warlike note grows louder ! 
I hear the tread of armed men ! — but I run before my story. 



EXTENT OF COUNTRY NO BAR TO UNION. — B. Randolph. 

Extent of country, in my conception, ought to he no bar to the 
adoption of a good government. So extent on earth seems to me 
too great, provided the laws be wisely made and executed. The 
principles of representation and responsibility may pervade a large 
as well as a small territory ; and tyranny is as easily introduced 
into a small as into a large district. Union is the rock of our sal- 
vation. Our safety, our political happiness, our existence, depend 
on the Union of theso States. Without union, the people of this 
and the other states will undergo the unspeakable calamities which 
diseord, faction, turbulence, war and bloodshed, have continually 
produced in other countries. Without union, we throw away all 
those blessings for which we have so earnestly fought. Without 
union, thero is no peace in the land. 

The American spirit ought to be mixed with American pride, — 
pride to see the Union magnificently triumph. Let that glorious 
pride which once defied the British thunder reanimate you again. 
Let it not be recorded of Americans, that, after having per- 
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formed the most gallant ex? Jolts, after having overcome the most 
a-tmushi]!;; difficulties: and after having gained the admiration of 
the world by thesiv incomparable valor and policy, they lost their 
acfptired reputation, losi their ijauenal consequence Mid happiness, 
by their own indiscretion. Let no future historian inform posterity 
that Americans wanted wisdom and virtue to concur in any regu- 
lar, efficient government. Catch the present, moment. Seize it 
with avidity, h may be lost, never to be regained; and, if the 
Union be lost now. I "ear u "will remain so forever! 



AMERICAN INNOVATIONS.— J. Madison. 

Whs is the experiment of an extended republic to be rejected, 
merely because it may comprise what is new? la it not the glory 
of the people of America, Ihal whilst they have paid a decent 
regard to 1 l*o opinions of former limes and other nations, they have 
not suffered a blind veneration for ai:t.h|uity, for custom, or for 
names, to overrule the suggestions of their own good sense, the 
knowledge of their own situation, and the lesson of their own expe- 
rience? To this manly spirit posterity will be indebted for the 
possession, and the world tor the example, of the numerous Innova- 
tions displayed on fie American t.aealre, in (aver of private rights 
and public happiness. Had no important step been (alien by the 
leaders of the Ileynlution, for which a precedent, could not be dis- 
covered,— no govern in en I established, of which an exact model 
did not present, itself, — the people of the United States might, at 
this moment, have been numbered among the melancholy victim^ 
of misguided councils; must, at best, have been laboring under the 
weight of some of ihe-se (onus which have crushed the liberties of 
the rest of mankind. Happily for America, — happily, wo trust, 
for the whole human race, — they pursued a new and more noble 
course. They accomplished a rev oh; '.ion v.hicli has no parallel in 
the annals of hitman society. They reared the liibric of govern- 
ments which have no model on the face of the globe. They formed 
the design of a great confederacy, which it is incumbent on their 
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to improve and perpetuate. If their works betray 
imperfections, wo wonder at the fewness of them. If they erred 
most in the structure of the Union, this was the most difficult to 
be executed ; this is the work which has been new-modelled by 
the act of your convention, and it is that act on which you are 
now to deliberate and to decide. 



DANGERS OP IIIE SPIRIT OP CONQUEST . — T. Cwwm. 
This uneasy desire to augment our territory has depraved the 
moral sense, and blighted the otherwise koen sagacity, of our people. 
What has been the fate of all nations who have acted upon the idea 
that they must advance ? Our young orators cherish this notion 
with a fervid, but fatally mistaken zeal. They call it by the mys- 
terious name of "destiny." "Our destiny," they say, "is on- 
ward ; " and heneo they argue, with ready sophistry, the propriety 
of seizing upon any territory and any people, that may lie in the 
way of our " fated " advance. Eeeently these progressives have 
grown classical; some assiduous student of antiquities has helped 
them to a patron saint. They have wandered back into the deso- 
lated Pantheon, and there, among the polytheistic relics of that 
« pale mother of dead empires," they have found a god, whom 
these Eomans, centuries gono by, baptized " Terminus." 

I have read much and heard somewhat of this gentleman, Ter- 
minus. Alexander was a devotee of this divinity. We havo 
seen the end of him and his empire. It was said to be an attri- 
bute of this god, that he must always advance and never recede. 
So both republican and imperial Home believed. It was, as they 
said, their destiny; and, for a while, it did seem to be even 
so. Roman Terminus did advance. Under the eagles of Home, 
he was carried from his homo on the Tiber to the furthest east 
on one hand, and to the far west, among the then barbarous 
tribes of Western Europe, on the other. But at length the time 
eame when retributive justice had become a "destiny." The 
despised Gaul calls out to the contemned Goth, and Attila, with 
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his Huns, answers ki;;k tin: baffle-shout to both. The "blue-eyed 
nations of the .north,"' in succession of uniled strength, pour forth 
their countless hosts of warriors upon Rome, and Rome's always 
advancing god, Terminus. And now the battle-axe of the barba- 
rians strikes down the eouijuering e:!gle of Homo. Terminus at 
last, recedes; slowly ri.t, first, lint, finally In' is driven to Rome, and 
from Rome to Uyznntium. Whoever would know the further file 
of this Roman deity, may End ample gratification of his curiosity 
in the luminous pages of (Jibbou's Decline and hall. Such will 
find tliii.ii .Homo thought as you now think, that it was her destiny 
to conquer provinces and nations ; and, 1:0 doubt, she sometimes 
said as you say, " I will compter a peace." .And where now is 
she, the mistress of (lie world ? The spider weaves his web in Iier 
palaces; the owl sings his witch-song in her towers. Teutonic 
power now lords ir. over the servile remnant, (lie miserable memento 
of old and onee omnipotent Rome. Sad, very sad are the lessons 
which time has written for us. Through and in them all I see 
nothing hut this infexiHo execution of that old law, idiich ordains 
as eternal the cardinal rule, "Thou slialt not, covet t.by neighbors 
goods, nor anything which is Ids." 

Since I have lately heard so much about the dismemberment of 
Mexico, I have looked back to see how, in the course of events 
which some call " Providence,'' it has farad with oilier nations who 
engaged in this work of dismemberment. I see that, in the latter 
half of the eighteenth century, three powerful nations, Russia, 
Austria and Prussia, united in the dismemberment, of Poland. 
They said, too, as yon say, " It is our destiny." They " wanted 
room." Doubtless each of these thought, with his share of Roland, 
his power was too strong ever to fear invasion, or even insult. 
One had his California, another his Now Mexico, and a third his 
Vera Cruz. Did they remain untouched and incapable of harm ? 
Alas ! no ; far, very far from it. Retributive justice must fulfil 
its destiny, too. A very few years pass off, and we hear of a new 
man, a Corsican lieutenant, the self-named "armed soldier of 
democracy," Napoleon. He ravages Ausiria, covers her land with 
blood, drives the northern Otosar from his capital, and sleeps in his 
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palace. Austria may now remember how her power trampled 
Upon Poland. Did she not pay dear, very dear, Tor her California ? 
But has Prussia no atonement to make? Yoa sen this same Napo- 
leon, tlie Mind instrument of Providence, at work there. The 
thunders of his cannon at Jena proclaim the work of retribution 
for Poland's wrongs ; and the successors of the Great Frederick, 
the drill-sergeant of Europe, are seen Hying across (lie sandy plains 
that surround their capital, right glad if they may escape cap- 
tivity and death. But how fares it with the Autocrat of Russia? 
Is he secure in his share of the spoils of Poland ? No ; suddenly 
we see sis hundred thousand armed men marching to Moscow. 
Does his Vera Cruz protect him now? Par from it. Blood, 
slaughter, desolation, spread abroad over the land, and, finally, the 
emigration of the old commercial metropolis of Russia closes the 
retribution she must pay for her share in the dismemberment of 



her weak and impotent nei 

the judgments of Heaven 
c the provi 



A mind more prone to look for 
the doings of men than mine cannot 
race of God. When Moscow burned, 
if the earth was lighted up, that the nations might 
behold the scene. As that mighty sea of fire gathered and heaved 
and rolled upward, and yet higher, till its flames licked the stars, 
and fired the whole heavens, it did seem as though the God of the 
nations was writing in characters of flame, on the front of his 
throne, that doom that shall fall upon the strong nation which 
tramples in seorn upon tho weak. And what fortune awaits him, 
the appointed executor of this work, when it was all done ? He, 
too, conceived the idea that his destiny pointed onward to universal 
dominion. Prance was too small; Europe, he thought, should 
bow down before him. But as soon as this idea took possession of 
his soul, he, too, became powerless. His Terminus must recede, 
too. Right there, while he witnessed the humiliation, and, doubt- 
less, meditated the subjugation of Russia, He who holds the winds 
in his fist gathered the snows of the north, and blew thorn upon 
his sis hundred thousand men; —they died, they froze, they per- 
ished. And now the mighty Napoleon, who had resolved on uni- 
versal dominion, he, too, is summoned to answer for the violation 
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of that ancient law, "Thoushalt 110L eovel anything wliioh is thy 
neighbors."' How are ihe mighly Ihllen ! He, beneath whose 
proud footsteps Europe trembled, he k now an c.vile at Elba, and 
now finally a prisoner on (lie rosli of St. Helena, — ami there, on 
a barren island, in an unfrequented -ea, in the crater of an extin- 
guished volcano, there is the death-bud of the mighty conqueror. 
All his annexations have come to that ! His last hour is now 
come; and he, the man of deslimj, he who had recited the world 
as with the throe.:, of an earthquake, is now powerless, — still; 
even as tho beggar, so he died. On the wings ol' a tempest that 
raged with unwonted fury, up to tho throne of tho only Power 
that controlled him while he live.', went, the fiery soul of that 
wonderful warrior, another witness to that eternal decree, that 
they who do not. rule in righteousness shall perish from the earth. 
He has found " room," at last. And France, — she, too, has found 
" room." Her cables now no longer scream along ihe banks of the 
Danube, the I'o, and the Ijorysthenes. Tliey have returned home 
to their old eyrie, between the Alps, the lihino and tho Pyrenees. 
So shall it be with yours. ■ You may carry them to tho loftiest 
peaks of the Cordilleras, they may wave in insolent triumph in 
the halls of the Monteznmas, the armed men of Mexico may quail 
before them, — but die weakest hand in Mexico, uplifted in prayer 
to the God of justice, may call down against you a Power, in the 
presence of which the iron heart:; of your warriors shall be turned 
into ashes ! 



FOR TUB BKrTISH TREATS'. — F. Ame 

Auk the pests of our frontier lo rcimibi forever in the p' 
of Great Britain? Let those who reject thorn, when the treaty 
offers them to our hands, say, if they choose, they are of no import- 
ance. Will the tendency (o Indian iiosuiiie:; be contorted by any 
one? Experience i'lve;-; the answer, A:n 1 reduced to the neces- 
sity of proving this point? Certainly the very men who charged 
the Indian war on the detention of tho posts will call for no other 
proof than the recital of their own speeches. " Until the posts 
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are restored," they exclaimed, " the treasury and the frontiers must 
bleed." Can gentlemen now say that an Indian peace, without 
the posts, will prove firm ? No ! it will not be peace, but a sword ; 
it will be no better than a lure to draw victims within the reach 
of the tomahawk. 

On this theme my emotions are unutterable. If 1 could find 
words for them, if my powers* bore any proportion to my zeal, I 
would swell my voice to such a note of remonstrance, it should 
reach every log-house beyond the mountains. I would say to the 
inhabitants, Wake from your false seourily! Your cruel dangers, 
your more cruel apprehensions, are soon to be renewed. The 
wounds, yet unhealed, are to be torn open again. In the day-time 
your path through the woods will be ambushed. The darkness of 
midnight will glitter with the blaze of your dwellings. You arc a 
father, — the blood of your sons shall fatten your corn-fields! 
You are a mother, — the war-whoop shall wake tho sleep of the 
cradle ! 

Who will say that I exaggerate the tendencies of our measures? 
Will any ono answer, by a sneer, that all this is idle preaching ? 
Will any ono deny that we are bound, and, I would hope, to good 
purpose, by the most solemn sanctions of July, for the vote we 
give? Are despots alone to be reproached tor unfeeling indiffer- 
ence to the tears and blood of their subjects ? Arc republicans 
irresponsible? Can you put the dearest interest of society at risk, 
without guilt, and without remorse? It is vain to offer, as an 
excuse, that public men are not to be reproached for the evils that 
may happen to ensue from their measures. This is very true, 
where they are unforeseen or inevitable. Those I have depicted 
are not unforeseen ; they arc so far from inevitable, we are going 
to bring them into being by our vote. We choose the conse- 
quences, and become as justly answerable ibr them as for the meas- 
ure that we know will produce them. 

By rejecting the posts, we light the savage fires, we bind the 
victims, This day we undertake to render account to the widows 
and orphans whom our decision will make ; — to the wretches that 
will be roasted at the stake ; to our country, and, I do not deem it 
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too serious to say, to conscience and to God, we arc answerable; 
and, if duty be anything more than a word of imposture, if con- 
science be not a bugbear, we are preparing to make ourselves as 
wretched an our country. There is no mi-lake in this ease. There 
can be none. Experience has already been ilie prophet of events, 
and the cries of our future victims have already reached us. The 
western inhabitants are not a silent and un com plaining sacrifice, 
The voice of humanity i^uei from the shads; of the wilderness. It 
exclaims that, while one hand is held up to reject this treaty, the 
other grasps a tomahawk. It summons our imagination to the 
scenes that will open. It is no great ellbrt to the Imagination to 
conceive thai events so near are already begun. I can fancy thai. I 
listen to the yells of savage vengeance, and the shrieks of torture! 
Already they seem to sigh in the western wind ! Already they 
mingle with every echo from (he mountains '. 



THE OLD WOKLD AND TUB NEW. — L. Cass. 

What American can survey the field of battle at. Bunker Hill or 
at New Orleans, without recalling the deeds whh.h will render these 
names imperishable? Who can pass the Islands of Lake Eric, 
without thinking upon those who sleep in the waters below, iiial 
upon the victory which broke the power of the enemy, and led to 
the security of an extensive frontier? There no monument can be 
erected, for the waves roll and will roll over them. But he who 
met the enemy and made them ours, and his devoted com p.-in ions, 
will live in the rocol lections of the American people, while there is 
virtue to admire, patriotism or gratitude to reward it. I have 
Stood upon the plain of Marathon, the battle-field of liberty. It.ia 
silent and desolate. Neither Greek nor Persian is there, to give 
life and animation to the scene. It is bounded by sterile hills on 
one side, aud lashed by the eternal waves of the /TCgean Sea on 
the other. But Greek and Persian were once there, and that 
dreary spot was alive with hostile armies, who fought the great 
fight which rescued Greece from the yoke of Persia. 
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And I have stood also upon the hill of Zion, the city of Jerusa- 
lem, the scene of our Ilcdocmnr'H sullerings and crucifixion, and 
ascension. But the sceptre has departed from Judah, and its glory 
from the capital of Solomon. The Assyrian, the Egyptian, the 
Greek, the Roman, the Arab, the Turk, and the crusader, have 
passed over this chief place of Israel, and have reft it of its power 
and beauty. "Well has the denunciation of the prophet of misfor- 
tunes been fulfilled, when he declared that " the Lord had set his 
face against this city for evil, and not for good ; " when he pro- 
nounced the words of the Most High, " I will cause to cease from 
the city of Judali and from the streets of Jerusalem the voice of 
mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and 
the voice of the bride ; for the land shall be desolate." 

In those regions of the East where society passed its infancy, it 
seems to have reached decrepitude. If tlio associations which the 
memory of the past glory excites are powerful, they are melan- 
choly. They arc without joy for the present-, and without hope for 
the future. But here wo are in the freshness of youth, and can 
look forward with national confidence to ages of progress in all that 
gives power and pride to man, and dignity to human nature. No 
deeds of glory hallow this region. But nature has been hountiJul 
to it in its best gifts, and art and industry are at work to extend 
and improve them. You cannot pierce the barrier which shuts in 
the past, and separates you from the great highway of nations. 
You have opened a vista to the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico. 
From this elevated point two seas are before us, which your energy 
and perseverance have brought within reach. It is better to look 
forward to prosperity than back to glory. To the mental eye no 
prospect can be more magnificent than here meets the vision. I 
need not stop to describe it. It is before us in the long regions of 
fertile land which stretch off to the east and west, to the north and 
south, in all the advantages that Providence has liberally bestowed 
upon them, and in the changes and improvements which man is 
making. The forest is fading and Hilling, and towns and villages 
are rising and flourishing. .And, better still, a moral, intelligent 
and industrious people are spreading themselves over the whole 
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face of the country, iii;'-; making It. ihoir own and (liuir home. And 
what changes and chances await us? Shall we go on increasing 
find improving, ami united? or shall wo add suiorln-r to the list of 
repulahs wiiuh hn.vo preceded us, oral whieli have fallen the vic- 
tims of their own follies and dissensions? My faith in the sta- 
bility of our institution;- is enduring, my hope is strong; for they 
rest upon public vis ll;g and intelligence. 



SUl'TUIUNUS OF (:ilt.GEOB.-ii. J*™. 

Tm breathing our hopes of European emancipation, let not 

Greece — lovely, interesting Greece — lie neglected or forgot (on. 

Greece ! the cradle oi' (he poet and the philosopher, the home of 
(lie hero and the statesman, — whose name awakens every sublime 
recollection, and whose ancient memory is bound to the American 
heart by every tie that literature, science, or love of liberty can 
weave, — when the American forgets thee, " m;iy her right hand 
forget, be? cunning ! " Where are thy glories now ? The feet of 
luiriiarians have polluted thy soil, and the 'liroe of despotism has 
passed over thoc. Tlr, Acropolis is cramb'cd in ruins; thy I'ar- 
thenon lays low in dust ; the Muses have fed thy Parnassus; thy 
Helicon murmurs in vain ; the harp of thy Homer is broken ; thy 
Supplies are mute, and their lyres are unstrung! And could thy 
ruiflevings excite no sympathy in the bosoms of thy royal neigh- 
bors? Gould not one faith, could not the worship of one Lord 
and one gospel, could not the voice of humanity, call forth the 

1 foly Alliance, to protect thee, or restrain them from monstrous 
combination with thy oppressors '. inoiinrelis of Europe! mem- 
bers of the Holy Alliance! who ela.im to 1)..; Heaven's vicege- 
rents, and to be set over mankind for di-pensing (hat happiness 
which you profanely say they eannot procure for themselves, — 
how, in tho days of your last account, will the genius of injured 
Greece stand ho lore you, and point her accusing finger to your 
crimes ! She will say, " My children sought refuge among you, 
and you shut your door against them ! My daughters were carried 
into bondage, and year ships transported them ! Mysons implored 
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your aid, and you gave it to their enemies ! My cities were laid 

in ruins, and you famished (lie firebrands ! But for you, the bar- 
ba.ria.n.s luvl liLieu long since subdued, and hi y land llic abode of 
liberty, peace, and happiness ! But for you, the fires of Scio had 
never been kindled, and 1.1k: blood that now stains every blade of 
grass in my violated territory would still have wanned hearts more 
pT.evous than your own ! " But, however great (lie sufferings of 
this people, however formidable their enemies, or however efficiently 
aided by Christian kings, yet God will prosper their righteous 
cause, and scatter confusion among their enemies. The spirit of 
ancient Creece is waked from the slumber of ages ! The tongue 
of Demosthenes is loosed ; the sword of Millimles Is drawn; every 
strait is a Salami-, and every saiair a Xhemist.oolus; a Leonidas 
starts up in every peasant, and every mountain pass becomes a 
new Thermopylae ! And not only in Greece shall the Moloch of 
royalty be overturned, but in whatever corner of Europe the idol 
can find worshippers. The reign of kings is a violation of natural 
right. Tho cause of mankind is not their cause. The day of 
retribution approaches ! The clouds are gathering ! The tempest 
will soon burst ! And when royalty -hall be swept away in its 
avenging fury, the rainbow of republicanism shall span the 
heavens, giving promise of ksting peace and security! 



GREAT BRITAIN NOT IHVINCIBLB. — /. C. Calhoun. 

This country is left alone to support the rights of noiurals. 
Perilous is the condition, and arduous tho task. "We are not intim- 
idated. We stand opposed to British usurpation, and by our spirit 
and efforts have done all in our power to save the last vestiges of 
neutral rights. Yes, our embargoes, non-intercourse, non-importa- 
tion, and, finally, war, are all manly exertions to preserve the 
rights of this and other nations from the deadly grasp of British 
maritime policy. But, say our opponents, these efforts are lost, 
and our condition hopeless. If so, it only remains for us to assume 
the garb of- our condition. We must submit, humbly submit, 
26* 
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crave parbm, an;! hug oui- elnins, 1 1, is not wise in provoke where 
we cannot resist. Hut first lot us bo well assured of the hope- 
lessness of our slate before wo sink Inb submission. On what do 
our oppononis rest their despondent and slavish belief? On the 
recent events in Europe? I admit they are gre:iS, and well calcu- 
lated to impose on r.l » ;• imagination. Our cm.smy never presented 
a mora imposing exterior. Ills for time is at the flood. But I am 
admonished by universal experience that suvli prosperity Is the 
most precarious of human conditions. I'rom the Hood the tide 
dates its ebb. From the meridian the sun commences ids decline. 
Depend upon it, thoru is more of svund philosophy than of fiction 
in the fickleness which poofs attribute b Ibrtuue. 1'rnsporit.y lias 
its weakness, adversity lis strength. In many respects our enemy 
lias lost by those very ohanges which soem so very much in bis 
favor. He can no more claim to he struggling for existence; no 
mora b be fighting ibe battles of (he world in dotbneo of the liber- 
ties of mankind. The magic cry of " l'reaea iniluenee " is lost. 
In this very hall we are not strangers to that sound. Here, even 
here, the cry of " French Influence, " that baseless Action, that 
phantom of faction now bmlshod, often rosouudo.l. I rojoiee that 
the spell is broken by which it was attempted to bind this spirit of 
this youthful nation. The minority can no longer act under cover, 
but must come out and defend (heir opposition on its own intrinsic 
merits. Our example can scarcely tail to produce its effects on 
Other nations interested in the maintenance of maritime rights. 
But if, unfortunately, we should bo left alone to maintain the con- 
test, and if — which may Ood lorhid! — neeesi.ify should compel 
us to yield for the present, yet our generous e!!L>rts will not havo 
been lost. A mode of thinking and a tanc of sentiment have gone 
abroad which must- stimulate to future aad move successful strug- 
gles. What could not be done with eight millions of people will 
be done with twenty. The great cause will never be yielded ; no, 
never, never ! I hear the future audit sly announced ] n the past, 
in the splendid victories over the Gucrricre, Java and Macedonian. 
We, anil all nations, by these victories are taught a lesson never 
to be forgotten. Opinion is power. The charm of British naval 
invincibility is gone. 
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TUB FOURTH OF JULY. — G. S. mOard. 

,Ii< cannot be denied that we have been, for some time past, grow- 
ing indifferent to tho celebration .of this day. It was once hailed 

and S ome who hear me can remember the time — with emotions 

too deep for words. The full hearts of men overflowed in the 
copious, gushing tears Of childhood, and silently went up to heaven 
on the wings of praise. With their own sweat and their own blood 
they had won their inheritance of peace, and they prized it accord- 
ingly. They were yet fresh from the great events which wc read 
of as cold matters of history. The storm had passed by, but tho 
swell of the troubled waters, rising in dark-heaving ridges, yet 
marked its duration mid violence. All things then wore the beauty 
of novelty, and long possession had not dulled the sense of enjoy- 
ment. The golden light and glittering dews of the morning wero 
above and around them. The wine of life sparkled and foamed in 
its freshly-poured cup. The lovely form of Liberty — to us so 
familiar — seomed like a bright vision, newly lighted upon this 
orb, from the starry courts of heaven ; and men hung, with the 
rapture of lovers, upon her inspiring glances and her animating 
smiles. But a half-century hay rolled by, and a new generation 
has sprung up, who seem to thinlc that their social and political 
privileges belong to them as naturally as air and light, and reflect 
as little upon the way in which they came by thorn. ^ The very 
magnitude of our blessings makes us insensible to their value, as 
the ancients supposed that the music of the spheres could not be 
heard, because it was so loud. The whole thing has become to us 
an old Story. Wc have heard ao much of the spirit of Seven ty-:-:i, 
and of the times that tried men's souls, that we are growing woary 
of the sound. The same feding which made the Athenians tired 
of hearing Aristides called the just makes us tired of hearing this 
called a glorious anniversary. But that man is little to be envied 
who cannot disentangle this; occasion from the secondary and delv- 
ing associations which cling to it, — from its noise, its dust, its 
confusion, its dull orations and vapid toasts, — and, ascending at 
once into a higher region of thought and feeling, recognize the 
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full, unimpaired force of thai grand in;i;iifi>shii.ioii of moral power 
which has consecrated the day. A cold indifference to this cele- 
bration would, in itself, be a sign of ominous import to the for- 
tunes of the republic. He who greets the light of this morning 
with no throb of generous feeling is unworthy of a share in that 
heritage of glory which he claims by right of the blood which 
flows in his degenerate veins. That man, had he lived sixty years 
ago, would most surely have 1jlx.hi found waitting to his country, in 
her hour of agony and struggle. Neither with tongue, nor purse, 
nor hand, would lie have aided Lite most Inspiring cause that ever 
appealed to a magnanimous breast. The same cast of character 
which makes one incapable of fueling an absorbing emotion, makes 
him incapable ol' lioroie efforts and heroic sacrifices. He who can- 
not forget himself in admiring true greatness, can never be great; 
and the power of justly appreciating arid heartily reverencing 
exalted merit is, in itself, an unequivocal sign of a noble nature. 



FUTURE EMPIRE OE OUE. LANGUAGE. — G. W, Betkvu. 
The products of the whole world am, or may soon bo, found 
within our confederated limits. Already (bore had boen a salu- 
tary mixture of blood, but not enougli to impair the Anglo-Saxon 
ascendency. The nation grew morally strong from its original 
elements. The great work was delayed only by a just preparation. 
Now, God in bringing hither the most vigorous scions from all the 
European stocks, to make of them all one new man; — not the 
Saxon, not tho German, not the Gaul, not the Helvetian, but the 
American. Here they will unite as one brotherhood, will have 
one law, will share one interest. Spread over the vnst region 
from the frigid to the torrid, from the eastern to the western 
ocean, every variety of climate giving them choice of pursuit and 
modification of temperament, the ballot-box fusing together all 
rivalries, they *all have one national will. "What is wanting in 
one race will be supplied by the characteristic energies of the oth- 
ers ; and what is. excessive in either, cheeked by the counter action 
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of the rest. Nay, though for a time the newly-come may retain 
their foreign vernacular, our tongue, so rich in ennobling litera- 
ture, will be the tonguo of the nation, the language of its laws, 
and the accent of its majesty. Eternal God, who seest the end 
with the beginning, Thou alone canst tell the ultimate grandeur 
of this people! 

Such is the sphere, present and future, in which God calls us 
to wort for him, for our country, and for mankind. The language 
in which we utter tiiith will be spoken on this continent, a century 
hence, by thirty times more millions than those dwelling on the 
island of its origin. The openings for trade on tho Pacific coast, 
and tho railroad across the isthmus, will bring the commerce of 
the world under the control of our race. The empire of our lan- 
guage will follow that of our commerce; the empire of our insti- 
tutions, that of our language. The man who writes successfully 
for America will yet speak for all the world ! 



ADDEESS TO KOSSUTH. — B. HbpKw. 

The people of Massachusetts, sir, would have you accept this act 
of her constituted authorities as no unmeaning compliment. Never, 
in her history as an independent state, with one single and illus- 
trious exception, has Massachusetts tendered such a mark of 
respect to any other than the chief magistrates of these United 
States. And even in the present instance, much as she admires 
your patriotism, your eloquence, your untiring dovotcdness and 
zeal, — deeply as she is moved by your plaintive appeals and sup- 
plications in behalf of your native and oppressed land, — grca% 
as she is amazed at the irrepressible elasticity with which you rise 
from under the heel of oppression, with fortitude increased under 
sufferings, and with assurance growing stronger as the darkness 
grows deeper, — still, it is not one or all of these qualities combined 
that can lead her to swerve from her dignity as an independent 
state to the mere worship of man. No. But it is because she 
views you as the advocate and providential representative of cer- 
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tain great principle;-; which constitute her own vitality as a state,— 
because she views you as the representative of human rights and 
freedom in another and far distant laud, — it is because she views 
you as tlie rightful but exiled governor of a people whose past his- 
tory and whoso recent deeds show them to be worthy of some bet- 
ter future than that of Itnssian tyranny and Austrian oppression, 
— that she sechs to wejeome you to her borders; that she seeks to 
attest to a gazing world that to the cause of freedom slio is not 
insensible, and that to the oppression of lyrants she is not indif- 

It is well, sir, that your feet h.iye noi yet pressed the soil o" 
Massachusetts. It is well that you landed elsewhere; that you 
have surveyed the most prosperous portions of the Atlantic coast; 
that you have surmounted the (ormhhi'.'l.j Adogbanles, and planted 
your feet in the confines of this great valley. It is well that you 
should comprehend its vast extent; that you should float down 
these mighty streams, and survey these mighty valleys; that, 
when your soul has' become expanded by these scones, and gratified 
by the free institutions which adorn and bless them, then, and not 
till then, should you turn your footsteps on a holy pilgrimage to 
the spot where American liberty had its birth. Its embryo slum- 
bered in the souls of those illustrious and highly accomplished 
Puritan exiles, wdien, with religion for their handmaid, they set 
foot on the rock of Plymouth, and encountered the stern rigors of 
a Xew England winter. Their first-born child vr;s popular educa- 
tion. Their second was popular freedom. .In what words can the 
history of any commonwealth be so gloriously emblazoned, as in 
those throe words, and in the order in which T namo them, — 
religion, education, freedom? Here, sir, is a tri-color for the 
world. 

Hurh. preeminently such, is the retard of .Massachusetts. One 
word only need be added to bring her history to the present hour, 
and that is but a corollary of the former, — -I mean, prosperity. 
As the man of pieiy surveys her borders, numbers her people, 
counts their wealth, he finds a new fact added to the proof of ages, 
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— "Never have I seen the righteous Jbrs^.'cn, nor his seed bog- 
ging bread." 

I have aakl, sir, that Massachusetts is iiie !.iiri-li-placo of Ameri- 
can liberty. When, then, you liavc seen the Pull sin cure with which 
she fills these vast valleys and streieacs herself over these mighty 
mountains, dime to out- Utile nursery, so retired from the turmoils 
and corruptions of the Old World, and we will show yon the 
cradle where she was rocked to notes of eloquence, which, while 
they soothed her flairs, awakened ;i niigli'y conihont to her nur- 
ture and defence. ("!ome, sir, mid we will show you the holy spot 
where the first baptismal blood of the Revolution was sprinkled 
upon her consecrated head, the camp-ground where Washington 
first unsheathed his sword in her defence, and the forliiieal ions 
which lie iirsl erected for her Iutreuchmcijt. From the windows 
and balconies of the legislative halls whence this invitation to yon 
h:.s emanated, these spots can bo seen. 

Come, thou, and stand amid these hallowed scenes; gaze upon 
t.heni, listen to their silent eloquence, till il steals through every 
fibre, and breaks up every ibuiikin of your soul. Drink with us of 
these first well-springs of American liberty, and you will find them 
still gushing and pure! Ah, sir, is it not fitting that your last 
|i:!:rrhnaa;c on tins continent should be to such a place, — that, as 
you embark for the Old World, your parting act should be to 
drink at the most hallowed fountains of the New ? Sir, Massa- 
chusetts will welcome you. She is tie descendant of illustrious 
exiles, who, fleeing from oppression in the Old World, sought free- 
dom in the New. Her past history, her filial piety, bids you wel- 
come as an exile. Herself the first in legal resistance to illegal 
acts, in constitutional resistance to unconstitutional oppression, 
how can she do otherwise than welcome those who follow in her 
footsteps? Prospered almost without a parallel as she has been 
under the smiles of a kind Providence, she can give but a poor 
account of her stewards! dp, unless her institutions of religion, of 
education, of philanthropy, of freedom, can afford most valuable 
information to all who seek to found new states, or, like yourself, 
to regenerate and revive those that are old. 



H 03 tcd by Google 



312 



I speak of to imitation, of freedom. I mean to distort 
municipalities. Ttoei. no centrafo.ation there. Mstrihuted into 
three hundred and twenty-two cities and townships, it is rn these, 
bj her literally demoomlio usemblages, that her government « 
chiefly carried on. No central government established and patron- 
ise, our four thousand public schools. So central government 
levies our taxes to til her coffers and feed her parasites. Each 
town provide, for itself, levies its own tases, sustains it. own 
schools, establishes its own municipal regulations, and in each and 
all of these act. is independent of ever, other. The cauae of edu- 
cation and of freedom is thus reposed in the hands and heart, ot 
the people, llepo.ed, did I s.j ? No, sir ! it is because of those 
hands and heart, that freedom and education have no repose, but 
are pushed into the most active, vigorous and advancing life 1 



THE SOUTH DURISG THE REVOLUTION -it. 1'. ll ay ™. 
I, there be one state in the Dnion (and I s.J it not in a boastful 
spirit) that may challenge comparisons with any other, for an uni- 
form, soalons, ardent and uncalcul.ting devotion to the Union, that 
state is South Carolina. From the vory commencement of the 
Kevol.tion,uptothishou,,the,o is no sacrifice, however great, 
she ha. not cheerfully mad., -no .orvioo she ha. over hesitated 
to perform. She has adhered to yon in your prosperity ; but ,n 
your adversity .he la. clung to yon with more than filial attention. 
No matter what was the condition of her domestic Ala,— 
though deprived other resources, divided by parties, or surrounded 
with difficulties, — the call of the country has been to her as the 
voice of God Domestic discord ceased at the sound ; every man 
became at once reconciled to hi. brethren, and the sons of Carolina 
were all seen crowding together to the temple, bringing their gift, 
to the altar of their common country. _ 

What was the conduct of the South during tic revolution! 
I honor New England for hor conduct in that glorious straggle. 
But groat a. is the praise which belongs to her, I think at least 
equal honor is due to the South. They espoused the quarrel of 
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tlieir brethren, with a generous zeal, which did not suffer them to 
stop to calculate their interest in the dispute. Favorites of the 
mother country, possessed of neither ships nor seamen to create a 
commercial rivaUhip, they might have found in their situation a 
guarantee that their trade would be forever fostered and protected 
by Great Britain. But, trampling on all considerations either of 
interest or of safety, (liny rushed into the conflict, and. fighting for 
principle, perilled all, in the sacred cause of freedom. Never was 
there exhibited, in the history of the world, higher examples of 
noble daring, dreadful suffering and heroic endurance, than by the 
Whigs of Carolina, during the Revolution. The whole state, from 
the mountains to the sea, was overrun by an overwhelming force 
of enemy. The fruits of industry perished on the spot where they 
were produced, or were consumed by the foe. The " plains of 
Carolina" drank up the most precious blood of her citizens. 
Bla.dc and smoking ruins marked the places which had been the 
habitations of her children. Driven from their homes into the 
gloomy and almost impenetrable swamps, even there the spirit of 
liberty survived ; and South Carolina, sustained by the example 
of her Sumpters and her Marions, proved, by her conduct, that, 
though her soil might be overrun, the spirit of her people was 
invincible. 



LOUIS KOSSUTH. — H. Mann, 

With what enthusiasm did we bail the birth of the South 
American republics ! What hos-.mnas did we shout forth for the 
emancipation of Greece! How deep the sigh of the nation's heart 
when Poland struggled in her daatli-ii^imy and breathed her last ! 
Even so late as 1848, this Congress sent resolutions congratulating 
Prance on her Magna Cliarta of " liberty, equality and fraternity." 
In one of the Huropcan revolutions of that year, on the banlcs of 
the Danube, a young man sprang, at a single bound, from compar- 
ative obscurity to universal fame. His heroism organized armies. 
His genius created resources. He abolished the factitious order of 
27 
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riolsility ; but his exalied soul pomod i.he eoloM'al ichor of the gods 
through ten millions of pea-ant hearts, and made thorn, truly noble. 
Though weak in all but the energies of the will, yet it took two 
mighty empires to break down his power. When he sought refuge 
in Turkey, the sympathies of the civilised world attended his exile. 
He was invited to our shore J. 1 le eame, ami spoke as man never 
before Spake. It was Byron's wish thai he could condense all the 
s of his soul 



And that one word were lightning." 

Kossuth found wha'. .liyrou in vain prayed for; for all his words 
were lightning; — not bolts, but a lambent flame, which he poured 
into men's hearts, not to kill, bui to animate with a more exalted 
and a diviner life. In cities whore the vast population went forth 
to hail him, in academic halls where the cultivation of eloquence 
and knowledge is made the business of life, in those grunt gather- 
ing places where the rivers of people have their confluence, he 
was addressed by the most eloquent men whom, this nation of ora- 
tors could select. iMYire than live liiinorc'Iof olu' sel.eotcst speakers 
spoke speeches before him which they had laboriously prepared 
from history aval emboli : she'.l Prom the poets, wii.h severe toil, by 
the long-trimmed lamp. Save in two or three peculiar cases, his 
unprepared and improvised replies, in eloquence, in pathos, in dig- 
nify, in exalted 'ioiitimoiit, excelled them all. For their most pro- 
found philosophy, he gave theni deeper generalizations; he out- 
circuited their widest ranges of thought, and in the whole sweep 
of the horizon revealed glci/ic;; they had never seen; and, while 
they checked their ambitious flight beneath the sun, be soared into 
the empyrean, and brought down, for the guidance of men's hearts 
and deeds,. the holy light that shines from Hie iiicc of God. Though 
all their splendors were gathered to a focal point, they were out- 
shono by his effulgence. His immortal theme was liberty — lib- 
erty for the nations, liberty for the people ! 

The person of this truly noble Hungarian has departed from our 
shores; but he has left a spirit behind him that will never die. 
He has scattered seeds of liberty and truth, whose flowers and 
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fruit will become honors and glorious amaranthine. I trust he 
goes to mingle in sterner scenes ; I trust he goes to battle for the 
right, not with the tongue and pen alone, but with all the weapons 
that freedom can forge and wield t Before the divine government 
I bow in reverence and adoration; but it tasks all my philosophy 
and all my religion to believe that Lho despots of Europe have not 
exercised their irresponsible and cruel tyrannies too long. It seems 
too long since Charles was brought to the axe, and Louis to the guil- 
lotine. Liberty, humanity, justice, demand more modern instances. 
The time has fully come when the despot, not the patriot, should 
feel the executioner's steel or lead. The time has fully come 
when, if the oppressed demand their inalienable and heaven-born 
rights of their oppressors, and this demand is denied, that they 
should say, not exactly in the language of Patrick Henry, " Give 
me liberty, or give me death ; " — that was noble language in its 
day ; but we have now reached an advanced stage in human devel- 
opment, and the time has fully come when the oppressed, if their 
rights are forcibly denied them, should say to the oppressor, " Give 
■me liberty, or I will give you death! " 



AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS. — M. Van Burm. 

Half a century, teeming with extraordinary events, and else- 
where producing astonishing results, has passed along; but on our 
institutions It has left no injurious mark. Prom a small commu- 
nity we have risen to a people powerful in numbers and in strength ; 
but with our increase has gone hand in hand the progress of just 
principles ; the privileges, civil and religious, of the humblest indi- 
vidual, are still sacrodly protected at home; while the valor and 
fortitude of our people have removed from us the slightest appre- 
hension of foreign power, they have not yet induced us, in a single 
instance, to forget what is right. Our commerce has been extended 
to the remotest nations ; the value and even nature of our pro- 
ductions have been greatly changed ; a wide difference has arisen 
in the relative wealth and resources of every portion of our coun- 
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try; yet the spirit of mutual regard :i:id of faithful adherence to 
existing compacts lias continued to prevail in our councils, and 
never long been absent from our conduct. We have learned by 
experience a fruitful lesson, — that an implicit and undeviating 
adherence to the principles on v, 7 lri-jK we sot out can curry us pros- 
perously onward through all the conflicts of circumstances, and the 
vicissitudes inseparable from the lapse of years. 

The success that lias attended our great experiment Is, in itself, 
a sufficient cause for gratitude, on account of the happiness it has 
actually conferred, and the example it has unanswerably given. 
But to me, looking forward to the far-distant future with ardent 
prayers and confiding hopes, this retrospect presents a ground for 
still deeper delight. It impresses on my mind a firm belief that 
the perpetuity of our institutions depend:! upon ourselves ; that, if 
we maintain the principles on which they were established, they 
are destined to confer their benefits on countless generations yet to 
come; and that America will present to every friend of mankind 
the cheering proof that a popular government, wisely formed, is 
wanting in no element of endurance or strength. Fifty years ago 
its rapid failure was boldly predicted. Latent and uncontrollable 
causes of dissolution were supposed to exist, even by tho wise and 
the good; and not only unfriendly or speculative theorists antici- 
pated for us the fate of past republics, but the fears of many an 
honest patriot o verba kneed his sanguine hopes. Look back on 
these forebodings, not hastily but reluctantly made, and see how, 
in every instance, they have completely failed ! 



EARLY DEEDS OF OUR FATHERS. — J". Q, Adam. 
Americans! let lis pause for a moment to consider the situation 
of our country at that eventful day when our national existence 
commenced. In the full possession and enjoyment of all those 
prerogatives for which you then dared to adventure upon " all the 
varieties of untried being," the calm and settled moderation of the 
mind is scarcely competent to conceive the tone of heroism to 
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which the souls of freemen were exalted in that hour of perilous 

magnanimity. Seventeen times has the sun, in the progress of his 
annual revolutions, diffused his prolific radiance over the plains of 
in depend cut America:. Millions of hearts, which then palpitated 
with the rapturous glow of patriotism, have already been trans- 
lated to a brighter world, — to the abodes of more than mortal 
freedom! Other millions have arisen, to receive from their parents 
and benefactor?; the Inestimable recompense of their achievements. 
A large proportion of the audience whose benevolence is at this 
moment listening to the speaker of the day, like him, were at that 
period too little advanced beyond the threshold oflii'e to partake of 
the divine enthusiasm which inspired the American bosom, which 
prompted her voice to proclaim defiance to the thunders of Bri- 
tain, which consecrated the banners of her armies, and, finally, 
erected the holy temple of American liberty over the tomb of 
departed tyranny. It is from those who have already passed the 
meridian of life, — it is from you, ye venerable assertors of the 
rights of mankind, — that we are to be informed what wore the 
feelings which swayed within your breasts, and impelled you to 
action, when, like the stripling of Israel, with scarce a weapon to 
attack, and without a shield for your defence, you met, and, undis- 
mayed, engaged with the gigan'ie greatness of the British power. 
Untutored in the disgraceful science of human butchery, — desti- 
tute of the fatal materials which the ingenuity of man has com- 
bined to sharpen the scythe of death, — unsupported by the arm 
of any friendly alliance, and unfortified against the powerful 
assaults of an unrelenting enemy, — you did not hesitate at that 
moment, when your coasts were invaded by a numerous and vet- 
eran army, to pronounce the sentence of eternal separation from 
Britain, and to throw the gauntlet at a power the terror of whose 
recent triumphs was almost coextensive with the earth. The 
interested and selfish propensities, which in times of prosperous 
tranquillity have such powerful dominion over the heart, were all 
expelled ; and, in their stead, the public virtues, the spirit of per- 
ianal devotion to the common cause, a contempt of every danger in 
comparison with the subserviency of the country, had an unlimited 
27* 
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control. The passion for the public had absorbed all the rest, as 
the glorious luminary of the heaven extinguishes, in a flood of 
refulgence, the twinkling splendor of every inferior planet. Those 
of you, my countrymen, who were actors in those interesting scenes, 
will best know how feeble and impotent is the language' of this 
. description to express the impawned emotions of the soul with 
which you were then agitated ; yet it were injustice to conclude 
from thence, or from the greater prevalence of private and personal 
motives in these days of calm serenity, that your sen:; have degen- 
erated from the virtues of their fathers. Let it rather be a sub- 
ject of pleasing reflection to you, that the generous and disinter- 
ested energies which you were summoned to display are permitted, 
by the bountiful indulgence of Heaven, to remain latent in the 
bosoms of your children. From the present prosperous appearance 
of our public affairs, wo may admit a rational hope that our coun- 
try will have no occasion to require of us those extraordinary and 
heroic exertions which it was your fortune to exhibit. But, from 
the common versatility of all human destiny, should the prospect 
hereafter darken, and the clouds of public misfortune thicken to a 
tempest, — should the voice of our country's calamity ever call us 
to hor relief, — we swear, by the previous memory of the sages who 
toiled and of the heroes who bled in her defence, that we will prove 
ourselves not unworthy of the prize which they so dearly pur- 
chased, — that wo will act as the faithful disciples of those who 
so magnanimously taught us the instructive lesson of republican 
virtue ! 



What were the victories of Pompey to the united achievements 
of our Washington s arA JTontgomcryK and Greens, our Frank- 
lins and Jcffer sons and Adams' and Laurens', — of the senate of 
sages whose wisdom conducted, of the band of warriors whose 
valor accomplished, of the " noble army of martyrs " whose blood 
sealed and consecrated, the Revolution of '76 ? What were the 
events of a few campaigns, however brilliant and successful, in tho 
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wars of Italy, or Spain, or Pontna, to by far the greatest era — 
excepting, perhaps, tlic lie-formation —- that has occurred in the 
political history of modern times, — to an era that has fixed forever 
the destinies of a whole quarter of the globe, with the numbers 
without number that are soon to inhabit it, and has already had, 
as it will probably continue to have, a visible influence upon the 
condition of society in all the rest ? Nay, what is there, even in 
the most illustrious aeries of victories and ©unpick, that can justly 
be considered as affording, to a mind that dares to make a philo- 
sophic estimate of human affairs, a nobler and more interesting 
subject of contemplation and discourse than the eauses which led 
to the foundation of this mighty empire ; than the wonderful and 
almost incredible history of what it has since done and is already 
grown to ; than the scene of unmingled prosperity and happiness 
that is opening and spreading all around us ; than the prospect, 
as dazzling as it is vast, that lies before us, the uncircumscribcd 
career of aggrandizement and improvement which we are beginning 
to run under such happy auspiees, mid with the advantage of hav- 
ing started at a point where it were well for the species had it 
been the lot of many nations even to have ended theirs ! 

It is true, we shall not boast that the pompof triumph has three 
hundred times ascended the steps of our enpitoi, or that the national 
temple upon its brow blazes in the spoils of a thousand cities, 
True, we do not send forth our prsetors to plunder and devastate 
the most fertile and beautiful portions of the earth, in order that a 
haughty aristocracy may be enriched with booty, or a worthless 
populace be supplied with bread ; nor, in every region under the 
sun, from the foot of the Grampian hills to the land of frankin- 
cense and myrrh, is the spirit of man broken and debased by us 
beneath the iron yoke of a military domination. No! our triumphs 
are the triumphs of reason, of happiness, of human nature. Our 
rejoicings are greeted with the most cordial sympathy of the cos- 
mopolite and the philanthropist ; and the good and the wise all 
round the globe give us back the echo of our acclamations. It is the 
singular fortune, or, I should rather say, it is the proud distinction 
of Americans, that, in the race of moral improvement which society 
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has been everywhere running for some centuries past, we have out- 
stripped every competitor, and have carried our institutions, in 
tho sober certainty of waking bUw. to a higher pitch of iiovlti.-l.icn 
than ever warmed i'ic dreams of enthusiasm or the speculations of 
the theorist, Ir. is that a whole eonthio:iL has been set apart, as if 
it were holy ground, for the onliivation of pure tvm.li; for the pur- 
suit of h-ppiness upon ra.tiomd principles., and in the way that is 
most agreeable to nature ; for the development of all the sensibili- 
ties and capacities and powers of the buinao mind, without any 
artltleial restraint or bias, in the broad daylight of modem science 
and political liberty. J.t is, that over the whole extent of tins 
gigantic empire, — stretching, as il dots, from the Bt, Croix to the 
Sabine, and from the waters of the Atlantie to those of the Pacific, 
— wherever man is found ho is scon to walk abroad in all the dig- 
nity of his nature, with none to intimidate, or to insult, or to 
oppress him, with no superior upon this earth thut does not deserve 
to be so, — and that, in the proud consciousness of his privileges, 
his soul is filled with the most noble apprehensions, and his aspira- 
tions lifted up to the most exalted objeets, and his efforts animated 
and encouraged in the pursuit of whatever has a tendency to bless 
and adorn his existence ! 



EARLY ACHIEVEMENTS OF AliElUiJAX*. — J. L. Awtin. 

W'uat country, my friends, can produce so many events, in the 
course of a few years, as must eve;' distinguish the American page, 
— a young continent, contending with:; n:Lti;m whoso establishment 
had been lor age-., and whose armies, had eoiiqnoivd the powers of 
the world ? What spirit, short of a heavenly enthusiasm, could 
have animated these infant colonics, boldly to renounce the arbi- 
trary mandates of a British parliament, arid, instead of fawning 
like -suppliants, to arm themselves for Iheiv common defence? You 
dared to appeal to that God who first planted the principles of 
natural freedom in the human breast, — principles repeatedly 
impressed on our infant minds by our great and glorious ancestors; 
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mid may yonder sun be shorn of its beams, ere their defendants 
forget the heavenly admonitions ! 

Whim I behold so m;i.uy worthy palviols, who. (hiring the late 
<:lorious stru^le, have shout conspicuous id tho cabinet and in the 
field, — when I road in cadi smiling face an J placid eye- the happy 
occasion for joy mid g rat illation, — the transporting subject fires 
my bosom, and, with emotions of pleasure, T congratulate my coun- 
try on the return of this anniversary. Hail, auspicious day! an 
era in the American annals to be ever remembered with joy, while, 
as a sovereign and independent nation, these United States ean 
maintain with honor and applause the character they have so glo- 
riously acquired ! How shall we maintain, as a nation, our respect - 
abilhy, should be lac grand -ubjoct of inn,uiry. This is the object 
to which we must attend; for the moment America sullies her 
name, hy forfeiting her honor, the fame she has acquired from the 
heroism of her sons, and tho virtues she has displayed in the midst 
of her distress, will only serve, like a train of mourners, to attend 
tho funeral of her glory. But, by a due cultivation of manners, a 
firm adherence to the faith we have pledged, an union in council, 
a refinement in sen I. i men'.-, a liberality and benevolence of conduct, 
we shall rendor ourselves happy at home and respcetable abroad; 
our constellation will brighten in the political hemisphere, and the 
radiance of our stars sparklo with increasing lustre ! 



MASSACHUSETTS MES IS THE INVOLUTION. — R. C. Winthvp, 
Where should an American desire to he, on a Fourth of July, 
but in Faneuil Hall ? Where else can he breathe the very natal 
air of independence? Where else can lie quench his thirst at the 
very fountain-head of American liberty? Whatever part Massa- 
chusetts may have sustained In the great controversies which have 
agitated the country in later years, — and I am not ready to admit 
that it has been an unworthy or an inferior one, — no one will 
venture to suggest, tliatshc played anything less than the first part 
in that great drama whose opening scenes we are assembled to 



H 03 tcd by Google 



commemorate. Of how many of the great ovont* of the Revolu- 
tion was not Massachusetts the stage ! How many of them were 
enacted almost, within oye-s'iol and ear-shot of the spot on which 
we stand! The heights which overhang us on the right hand 
and on the left, llic plains which lie behind them, the harbor at 
our feet, the hall in which we are assembled, State-street, the 
Old State-house, the Old South, — where elsa was engendered 
that noble spirit, that fearless purpose, that unconquerable resolve; 
of which the Declaration of Indepeiidenoe was, after all, only the 
more formal and ceremonious pnji:l;uii:stion? "We sometimes talk 
playfully about the walls having ears. O, sir, if these walls could 
have had ears thrce-ip;ai'ters of a century ago, and if they could 
find a tongue now, what a tale would they not unfold of tho true 
rise and progress of American liberty ! 

Let me not seem to disparage tho particular act which wo meet 
to celebrate, or to bo disposed to deck these hallowed columns with 
laurels stripped from other theatres. There are enough for all. 
The declaration itself was a bold and noble act. Honor to the 
pen which drafted it ! Honor to the tongue which advocated it ! 
Honor to the hands which signed it! Honor to the brave hearts 
and gallant anus which maintained and vindicated it ! Honor to 
the five Massachusetts delegates in the Congress of that day, who 
were second to none in that, illustrious body (or ability, eloquence 
and patriotism, — Hancock, under who* solo signature it was 
originally published, the two Adamses, Elhridge Horry, and Robert 
Treat Paine ! Honor to them all ! 

Tnd-'od, tho more one reflects on the real character of that act, 
the more full of noble courage it appears. Remember, sir, that 
there was no divided responsibility In (.1 tat. Congress, There were 
no checks and balances in our confederated system. There was no 
concurrent vole of a second branch, (here was no executive signa- 
ture, or executive veto, to fall back upon. Fifty-six delegates, 
chosen long before there was any distinct contemplation of such a 
course, sitting in a single chamber, with closed doors, in the capital 
of a colony by no means the most ripe for such a movement, are 
found — doing what? Taking the tremendous responsibility of 
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adopting a resolution, and promulgating an instrument, which may 
not only subject their own property to confiscation, and their own 
necks to the halter, but which must involve their constituents and 
their country in a war for existence, and of incalculable duration, 
with the most powerful nation on the faco of the earth. There 
was no example for such a deed. There was no precedent on file 
for such a declaration. And who will say that, to put one's name 
to such an instrument, under such circumstances, in the clear, 
bold, unmistakable characters of John Hancock, was an exhibition 
of a courage less heroic than that which has rendered many a 
name immortal on the field of battle? 

Still, fir. the iv ; i v had been opened ibr sucli r proccKuliii.j; ; ihu 
popular heart had been prepared for it. As was well said by John 
Adams at the time, " the question was not whether by a declara- 
tion of independence we should make omwdves what we are not, 
but whether we should declare a fact which already exists." And 
how did that fact exist ? How had it been brought about ? By 
what events, but those which had occurred at Concord and Lexing- 
ton, at Bunker Hill, and in Faneuil Hall ? By what men, but by 
our own Otis, and Quincy, and Hancock, and TTawIcy, and Bow- 
doin, and Samuel Adams, and John Adams, and Paul Revere, and 
Prescott, and Warren, and all that glorious company of Massachu- 
setts patriots, whose names will live forever ? 

I would associate with all the homage which we render to tho 
memory of the 11,« volt; titulary patriot:; and hcroc^ of our own state 
the Hamiltons and Jays, tho Morrises and Franklins, tho Laurcnses 
and Marions, the Henrys and Jeffersons, and, above all, the unap- 
proached and unapproachable Washington, of other states. I 
would think of our country, to-day and always, as one in the glo- 
ries of the past, one in the grandeur of the present, and one, undi- 
vided "and indivisible, in the destinies of the future. But, at a 
moment when there seems to bo a willingness in some quarters to 
disparage our ancient commonwealth, and almost to rule her out 
from tho catalogue of patriot states, I have not been unwilling to 
revive some recollections of our local history, and of the part which 
Bhe has played in other days. I could hardly help feeling that, if 
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wo were to hold our peace, the very stones would cry out. In all 
that relates to liberty and union, Massachusetts, T am persuaded, 
is to-day just what she was seventy-live years ago. There is no 
variableness or shadow of turning in her devotion to the great 
principles of her Revolutionary fathers, nor will sho ever, as I 
believe, be found wanting to any just obligation to her sister states. 
It is for us to say whether we will be true to those great ele- 
ments of free government, to those noble primi-iples of liberty and 
law, and to that blessed compact of union, which our fathers have 
enshrined in tho constitution of (lie United Slates. If we are but 
faithful to that great bond and bulwark of our Union, the con- 
stitution, critical poinds may cotne and go, there may be grand 
climacterics and petty crises, stars may rise and set, the great and 
the good may fall on our right hand and our left, — but the coun- 
try, tho country, will survive them all, will survive us all, and will 
stand before the world as an imperishable monument of the patri- 
otism of the sons, as well as of the wisdom and virtue of their 



PATKIOTISM. — If. Giles. 



The patriotism which is worthy of this country, worthy of it? 
advantages, worthy of its duties to the world, is a high and enlight- 
ened patriotism, — a patriotism of loyal devotion, but also of en- 
larged philanthropy. If man be only true, all here beside is full 
of inspiration and full of promise; if man will be but faithful to 
his opportunities, all around him here is strong in noble energies. 
Everything here tends to dilate the heart, — to send it upward in 
gratitude to a fatherly God, to send it outward in kindness to the 
brotherhood of man. The sky itself takes dimensions of grandeur 
fitted to the glorious scope of empire whicli it overhangs. It is 
high, deep, broad, lofty, and should upraise the freeman's soul 
whose step is on the freeman's earth. Nowhere is the calm more 
divinely fair ; nowhere is the storm more awfully sublime ; nowhere 
does the sun shine forth with a more peerless ' majesty ; nowhere 
do the stars beam down with a more holy lustre. The atmosphere 
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engenders no deadly plagues ; health lives in the breeze, and plenty 
comes teeming from the soil. Broad dominions, to be measured in 
leagues only by a seale of hundreds, snatch imagination from every 
belittling influence, and carry it out from narrow thoughts to an 
ennobling excurslvcness. Then there are ocean lakes, in which 
kingdoms might be buried, and leave on the surface no ripple of 
their grave ; rivers, that sweep over half a world ; cataracts, eter- 
nal and resistless, that hymn forever the omnipotence which they 
resemble ; mountains, that stretch into the upper light, and mock, 
from their snow-crowned pinnacles, the clouds and the thunders 
that crash below them. 

All these are your country's, — but your country is God's. It 
is God who lias given you this country ; it is God who has enriched 
it with these grand objects, and through these grand -objects it is 
God who speaks. He speaks jn the chorus of your woods; in the 
tempests of your valleys j in the ceaseless sobbings of your lakes and 
oceans; in the vague, low murmurs of forest and of prairie; in the 
mighty bass of waterfalls, in the silver melody of streams; — and 
the voice that he sends out from them is a voice for patriotism, but 
it is also a voice for equity and a voice for goodness. Who can look 
through tho huge firmament; who can gaao upon the golden fires 
with which it is studded; who can float away on the wings of the 
spirit through the infinity of stare; who can watch the roll of the 
torrent, pouring out a sea in every gush — a sea of awful beauty ; 
who can thus put his soul into communion with the universe, and 
not be enlarged by the communion ? who can really put his soul 
into communion with tho universe, and not be delivered from tho 
slavery of prejudice into the glorious liberty of humanity and of 
God? 

The measure of your duty is the greatness of your advantages, 
and the greatness of your advantages is the standard to which you 
will be subjected in the judgment of Heaven and the judgment of 
history. You are set for the hope or for the disappointment of 
the world. With such a mighty country, with such inestimable 
privileges, with such means of intelligence, virtue and happiness, 
with such means of increasing and dispensing them, so young and 
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jet so strong, so la to ami yet so rich ::ming t-ko nations, there 
is room to look for good interminably to future generations, which 
the one departing shall leave more abundant for the one (hat comes. 
In order that such anticipations be not empty dreams, in order 
that they ba not promises to change into moukevv, vanity and grief, 
it should lie the labor of a genuine and noble patriotism to raise 
the life of the nation to (lie level of its privilege;;, to havmonh.e its 
general practice with its abstract principles, to reduce to actual 
facts the ideals of its Institutions, to elevate instruction into 
knowledge, to deepen knot '.ledge into wisdom, to render 1; now ledge 
and wisdom complete In righteousness, and to mate the love of 
country perfect in the love of man. 



GROWTH OE AMEKICA.— H. S. Legtat. 

Oxi; of flic most fortneai.e and sinking peculiarities of the Rev- 
olution is that it occurred in a New World. The importance that 
ought to be attached to this circumstance will be obvious to every 
one who will relies t for a moment upon the miracles which are 
exhibiting in the settlement of this country and the increase of ita 
population. Behold how the ponuerium of the republic advances 
in the wilderness of the West ! Sec how empires arc starting up 
into being, in periods of time shorter even than the interval be- 
tween infancy and manhood in the span allotted to the individuals 
that compose them!' Con template the peaceful triumphs of indus- 
try, the rapid progress of cultivation, the diffusion of knowledge, 
the growth of populous cities, with all the arts that embellish life 
and soften while they exalt the character of man, and think of 
the countless multitudes that are springing up to Inherit these 
blessings! The three millions by whom our independence was 
achieved, less than half a century aso. are already grown to ten, 
which, in the course of another half-century, will have swelled up 
to fifty, and bo on, with a continually accelerated progress, until, 
at no distant day, the language of Hilton shall be spoken from 
shore to shore, over the vastest portion of the earth's surface thai 
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was ever inhabited by a race worthy of speaking a language conse- 
crated to liberty. 

Now, to feel how deep an interest this circumstance is fitted to 
throw into the story of the Revolution, let us imagine a spectator, 
or let us rather suppose an actor, in that greatest and proudest of 
days, to have turned his thoughts upon the future which we see 
present and realized. Would he not, think ye, have trembled at 
the awful responsibility of his situation? Would he not have 
been overwhelmed with the unbounded anticipation? It depends 
upon his courage and conduct, and upon the strength of his right 
arm, whether, not his descendants only, not some small tract of 
country about his fireside, not Massachusetts alone, — no, nor all 
that shall inherit it in the ages that are to come, — shall be gov- 
erned by satraps and viceroys, or as reason and nature dictate that 
they should bo; but whether a republic, embracing upwards of 
twenty distinct and groat umpires, shall exist or not, — whether a 
host, worthy to combat and to conquer with Jackson, shall issue 
from the yet unviolated forests of Kentucky and Tennessee, to 
spurn from New Orleans the very foe whoso vengeance he now 
dares, for the first time, to encounter in the field, when that foe 
shall be crowned with yet prouder laurels, and shall come in more 
terrible might, — whether the banks of the great lakes shall echo 
to the accents of liberty, and the Missouri and the Mississippi roll 
through the Inheritance of freemen! 



IMPORTANCE OP EDUCATION. — R. C. WinthTop. 

We have been accustomed to regard a free-school system as the 
chief corner-stone of our republic, and popular education as the 
only safe and stable basis for popular liberty. So thought our 
fathers beforo us; and the principle may bo found interwoven in a 
thousand forms into the very thread and texture of our political 
institutions. Education — religious and civil, the education of the 
sanctuary and the school-house— was, we all know, from the first 
establishment of these colonies, a matter in regard to which all 
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property was hold in common, and every man bound to contribute 
to the necessities of e»ery other man ; as much so as personal pro- 
tection, public justice, or any other of the more obvious duties of 
government, or rights of the governed. 

Children should bo educated as those by whom the destinies of 
the nation are one day to he wielded, and free schools cherished as 
places in which those destinies are oven now to be woven. It has 
been recorded as a saying of ."^hornet that " the ink of the scholar 
and the blood of the martyr arc equal." It would bo difficult to 
bring an American of this generation, espeeially if he happened to 
be standing, as we now are, at the foot of Bunker Hill, to acknowl- 
edge that, there could be anything equal — o>»ial in its claim upon 
bis regard and reverence, or equal in its influence upon our na- 
tional welfare and freedom — to the blood of our ltovolulioiiury 
martyrs. But in this wo must all agree, that nothing but the ink 
of the scholar can preserve what the blood of the martyr has pur- 
chased. The experiment of free government is not one which can 
he tried once for all. Kvery generation must, try it for itself. 
Our fathers tried it, and were gloriously successful. Wo are now 
engaged in the trial; and, thank God, we have not yet failed. But 
neither our success, nor that of our fathers, can afford anything 
but example and encouragement to those v. ho are to try it nest. 
As each, new generation starts up to (.lie reponsihiliJios of manhood, 
there is, as it were, a new launch of Liberty, and its voyage of 
experiment begins afresh. But the oracles have declared that its 
safety and success depend not so much upon the conduct of those 
engaged in it during the voyage, as upon their preparations before 
they embark. The winds and waves must be propitiated before 
the shore is left, or wreck and ruin will await them. But this 
propitiation eonsrets, not in some cruel proceeding, like that pre- 
scribed by the heathen oracle to the (Ireaian fleet, in binding son or 
daughter upon the pile of saeriliee, and offering up their tortured 
bodies and agonized souls to appease an angry deity, but in a pro- 
cess which is not move certain to call down the bent blessing of 
Heaven upon the enterprise, and to secure a peaceful and prosper- 
ous voyage, than it is to promote the truest happiness and welfare 
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of those upon whom it is performed. ;Jons and daughters devoted 
i.o education are (lie only sacrifice which God has prescribed to 
render the progress of free government safe and certain, 



SUCCESS OP AMliftIC.4 * lX>!'mTTr.v\ T S.— M. Van Swcti. 

Tut; capacity of tlie people for self-government, and their wil- 
lingness, from a iilgh sense of duly, and without those exhibitions 
of coi: reive power so generally employed in or.hei' coun tries, to sub- 
mit to all necJfi.il restraints and exactions of i.'ie municipal law. 
have also been fii.vosably exemplified in the history of the Ameri- 
can states. Occasionally, it is true, the ardor of public sentiment, 
outrunning the regular process of the jiidicial tribunals, or seeking 
to reach cases not denounced as eriininal by the existing law, has 
displayed itself in a manner calculated to give pain to the friends 
ef free govern: e^e', are lo encourage tbe hopes el' those who ivish 
for its overthrow. These occurrences, however, have been far less 
frequent in our country than in any other of equal population on 
the globe; and, with the dilution of intelligence, it. may be hoped 
that they will constancy diminish in frequency and violence. The 
generous patriotism and sound common ■■ense of the great mass of 
our fell ow-eiti/ ens will assuredly, in time, produce this result; for, 
as every assumption of illegal power not only wounds the majesty 
of the law, but furnishes a pretext for abridging the liberties of 
the people, the latter has the most direct and permanent interest 
ill preserving the great landmarks '/.' social order, and maintaining 
on all occasions the inviolability of those constitutional and legal 
provisions which they themselves have made. 

In a supposed unfitness of our Institutions for those hostile emer- 
gencies which no country can always avoid, their friends found a 
fruitful source of apprehension, their enemies of hope. "While 
they foresaw less promptness of action than in governments differ- 
ently firmed, they overlooked the far more important considera- 
tion, that with us war could never be the result of individual or 
irresponsible will, but must be a measure of redress for injuries 
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sustained, voluntarily resorted to by those who were to bear the 
necessary sacrifice, and who would coi.^eipuonlly fcol an individual 
iiitiinist, in tho contest, atid whose energy womT-.i bo commensurate 
with the difficulties to be encountered. Actual events have proved 
their error ; tho last war, far from impairing, gave now confidence 
to our government ; and, amid recent apprehensions of a similar 
conflict, we saw that the energies of our country would wot be want- 
ing in ample season to vindicate its rights. We may not possess, 
as wo should not desire to possess, the extended and ever-ready 
military organization of other nations ; wc may occasionally suffer 
in the outset for the want of it ; but among ourselves all doubt 
upon this great point has ceased, while a salutary experience will 
prevent a contrary opinion from inviting aggression from abroad. 

Certain danger was foretold from the extension of our territory, 
the multiplication of states, and tho increase of population. Our 
system was supposed to be adapted only to boundaries compar- 
atively narrow. These have boon widened beyond conjecture; the 
members of our confederacy are already do-ibled, and the num- 
bers of our people are incredibly augmented. The alleged causes 
of danger have long surpassed anticipation., but none of the conse- 
quences have been followed. Tho power and influence of tho repub- 
lic have risen to a height obvious to all mankind; respect for its 
authority was not more apparent at its ancient than it is at its 
present limits; new and inexhaustible sonreos of general prosperity 
have been opened; the effects of distance have been averted by 
the inventive genius of our people, developed and festered by the 
spirit of our institutions; and tho enlarged variety and amount of 
interests, productions and pursuits, have strengthened the chain of 
mutual dependence, and formed a circle of mutual benefits too 
apparent ever to be overlooked. 

In justly balancing the powers of the federal and state authori- 
ties, difficulties nearly insurmountable arose at the outset, and sub- 
sequent collisions were deemed inevitable. Amid these, it was 
scarcely believed possible that a scheme of government so complex 
in construction could remain uninjured. From time to time 
embarrassments have certainly occurred ; but how just is the con- 
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fidence of future safety imparted by the knowledge that each in 
succession lias been happily removed! Overlooking partial and 
temporary evils as ins crura' do from the practical ope ration s of all 
human institutions, and looking only to the general result, every 
patriot has reason to be satisfied. While the federal government 
has successfully performed its appropriate functions in relation to 
foreign amors and uoixeoms evidently national, that of every state 
has remarkably Improved in prowling and developing local inter- 
ests and individual welfare; and if the vibrations of authority 
have occasionally tended loo much towards one or the other, it is 
unquestionably certain that the ultimate operation of the entire 
system has been to strengthen all the existing institutions, and to 
elevate our whole country in prosperity and renown ! 



ADAMS AHD JBFFEESON. — D. Webster. 

Adams and Jefferson are no more. On our fiftieth anniver- 
sary, the great day of national jubilee, in the very hour of public 
rejoicing, in the midst of echoing and reechoing voices of thanks- 
giving, while their own name?; wove on all tongues, they took their 
flight, together, to the world of spirits. Neither of these great 
men could have died at any time without leaving an immense void 
in our American society. They have been so intimately, and for 
bo long a time, blended with tho history of the country, and 
especially so united, in our thought; and recollections, with tho 
events of the Revolution, that the death of either would have 
touched the strings of public sympathy. We should have felt that 
0:10 great, link, cornice tins; us with Ibrmer times, -war. broken; that 
we had lost something more, as it were, of the presence of the 
Revolution itself, and of the act of independence ; and were driven 
on, by another great remove, from the days of our country's early 
distinction, to meet posterity, and to mis with the future. Like 
the mariner, whom tho ocean and tho winds carry along, till ho 
sees the stars ivhlcli havo directed his course and lighted his 
pathless way descend, one by one, beneath the rising horizon, We 
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■ should have felt. that (lie stream of time had bonie us onward, till 
smother !irca(- luminary, whose H;j;1- : had cheered us, and whose 
guidance we had followed, had sunk away from our sight. 

Adams and Jefferson, I have said, are no more. As human 
beings, indeed, they are no more. They are no more, as in 1776, 
hold and fearless advocate? of independence ; no more, as on sub- 
sequent periods, the head of the government ; no more, as we have 
recently seen thorn, aged and venerable objects of admiration and 
regard. They are no more. They aro dead. But how little is 
there, of the great and good, which can die ! To their country 
they yet live, and live forever. They live in ;'.1I that perpetuates 
the remembrance of men on earth, — in the recorded proofs of their 
own great actions, in the offspring of (heir intellect, in the deep- 
encrnved Hue; of pnhlh: grdiiude, and in the respect and homage 
of mankind. They live hi their example, and they live emphati- 
cally, and will live, in the influence which their lives and efforts, 
their prima pi is; ami opinions, now exercise, and will continue to 
exercise, on the affairs of men, not only in their own country, but 
throughout tho civilized word. A superior and commanding human 
intellect, a truly great man, when JToayen vouchsafes so rare a 
gift, is not a temporal')' ilame, burning i wight for a while, and then 
expiring, giving plaen to returning darbies. Tt, is rather a spark 
of fervent heat, as well as radiant light, with power to enkindle 
the common mass of human mind, so that when it. glimmers in its 
own decay, and finally goes out in death, no night follows, but it 
leaves the world all light, all on fire, from the potent contact of its 
own spirit. Bacon died ; but the human understanding, roused, 
by the touch of his miraculous wand, to a perception of the true 
philosophy, ami the just mode of inquiring after truth, has kept 
on its coarse successfully and gloriously. Newton died; yet the 
courses of the spheres are still known, and they yet movo on in 
tho orbits which he saw and described for them, in the infinity of 
space. 

Wc are not assembled, follow- citizens, as men overwhelmed with 
calamity by tho sudden disruption of the ties of friendship or 
affection, or as in despair for the repuhlic, by the untimely blight- 
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ing of its hopes. Death has not surprised us by an unseasonable 
blow. We have, indeed, soon the tomb close ; but it has closed 
only over mature years, over long-protracted public service, over 
the weakness of age, and over life itself only when the ends of 
living had been fulfilled. These suns, as they rase slowly and 
steadily amidst, cloud-; and storms in their ascendant, so they have 
not rushed from thcii'inevidia:i to sink suddenly in trie-west. Like 
the mildness, the serenity, the continuing benignity, of a summer's 
day, they have gone down with slow-descending, grateful, long- 
lingering liiiht ; and now that they arc beyond the visible margin 
of the world, good omen:- cheer us from "the bright track of their 
fiery car." 

No men ever served their country with more entire exemption 
from every imputation of selfbh and mercenary motives than those 
to whose memory we are paying these proofs of respect. A sus- 
picion of any disposition to enrich themselves, or to profit by their 
public employments, never rested on either. No sordid motivo 
approached them. The inheritance which they have left to thoir 
children is of their character and their fame. 

I will detain you no longer by this faint and feeble tribute to 
the memory of the illustrious dead. Even in other hands, ade- 
quate justice could not be performed within the limits of this occa- 
sion. Their highest, their best praise, is your deep conviction of 
their merits, your affectionate gratitude for their labors and ser- 
vices. It'is not my voice, it is this cessation of ordinary pursuits, 
this arresting of all attention, these- solemn ceremonies, and this 
crowded house, which speak thoir eulogy. Thoir fame, indeed, is 
safe. That is now treasured up, beyond the reach of accident. 
Although no sculptured marble should rise to their memory, nor 
engraved stone bear record of their deeds, yet will their remem- 
brance be as lasting as the land they honored. Marble columns 
may, indeed, moulder into dust, time may erase all impress from 
the crumbling stone, but their fame remains ; for with _ American 
liberty it rose, and with American liberty only can it perish. 
It was the last swelling peal of yonder choir, "Their bodies ark 

BURIED IN EEACE, HOT TilKlH. NAME TJVIiTll EVimMOKE." I Catch 
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that solemn song, I echo that lofty strain of funeral triumph, 
" Their name iaveth evermoke." 

Of the illustrious signers of the Declaration of independence 
there now remains only C haulm (Jarkoll. He seems an aged 
oat, standing alone on the plain, which time has spared a little 
longer, after all his contemporaries have been levelled with the 
dust. Venerable object ! we delight to gather round its trunk, 
while yet it stands, and to dwell beneath it,-; ,'ciadow. Solo sur- 
vivor of an assembly of as groat men as the world lias witnessed, 
in a transaction one of the most iisiprifint that, history records, 
what thoughts, what intorosliug iv:lc..:i.ior.s, must fill his elevated 
and devout soul! If he dwell on the past, how touching its recol- 
lections ; if he survey the present, how happy, how joyous, how 
full of the fruition of that hope which his ardent patriotism 
indulged ; if he glunoc at the future, how docs the prospect of his 
country's advancement, almost bewilder bis weakened conception! 
Fortunate, distinguished patriot! Interesting relic of the past! 
Let him It now thai, while wo honor the de:ol,we do not forget the 
living, and that there is not a heart, here which docs not fervently 
pray that Heaven may keep him yet hack from the society of his 
companions. 

Let us not retire from this occasion without a deep and solemn 
conviction of this duties winch have devolved upon us. This lovely 
laud, this? glorious liberty, these benign institutions, the dear pur- 
chase of our fathers, are ours ; ours to enjoy, ours to preserve, ours 
to transmit. Generations past, and genera. tions to come, hold us 
responsible for this sacred trust. Our fathers, from behind, 
admonish lis, with their anxious paternal voices; posterity calls 
out to us from the bosom of the future ; the world turns hither its 
solicitous eyes; — all, all conjure us to act wisely and faithfully 
in the relation which we sustain. We can never, indeed, pay the 
debt which is upon us ; but by virtue, by morality, by religion, by 
the cultivation of every good principle ami every good habit, we 
may hope to enjoy the blessing through our day, and to leave it 
unimpaired to our children. Let us feel deeply how much of 
what we are and of what we possess we owe to this liberty, and 
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these institutions <" government. Nature has, indeed, given us a 
soil which yields bounteously to 1 ^ i o bauds of Industry ; (lie Uilghty 

and fruitful ooean is before us, and the skies over our heads shed 
health and vigor. Hut what are lands, and seas, and skies, to civ- 
ilized man, without society, without knowledge, without morals, 
without religious eulture? and how can these be enjoyed, in all 
their extent and all their excellence, but under the protection of 
wise incautious an;! a free government * There is not one of US, 
there is not one of us here present, who does not, at this moment, 
and at every moment, experience, in his own condition, and in the 
condition of those most near and dear to him, the influence and 
the benefits of this liberty and these institutions. Let us, then, 
.acknowledge the blessing; let us tool it deeply and powerfully, 
let us cherish a strong affection for it, and resolve to maintain and 
perpetuate it. The.blood of our fathers, let it not have been shed 
in vain ! the great hope of posterity, let it not be blasted! 

It euijnot be domed, but by those who would dilute a.gaiusf the 
sun, that with America and in America a now era commences in 
human affairs. This era is distinguished by free representative 
governments, by entire religious liberty, by improved systems of 
national intercourse, by a newly -aw a!; cried sod an unconquerable 
spirit of free Inquiry, aod by a diffusion of knowledge through Idle 
community such as has been before altogether unknown aud 
unheard of. America, Ameriea, our country, our own dear and 
native land, is inseparably connected, last bound up, in fortune and 
by fate, with these groat interests. If they fall, we fall with them ; 
if they stand, it will be because we have upholden them. Let us 
contemplate, then, this eon uoetion, which binds the prosperity of 
others to our own, and lot us manfully discharge all the duties 
which it imposes. If we cherish the virtues and the principles of 
oar lathers, Heaven will assist us to carry on the work of Iranian 
liberty and human happiness. Auspicious omens cheer US. Great 
examples are before us. Our own firmament now shines brightly 
upon our path. Washington is in the clear upper sky. These 
other stars have now joined the American constellation; they 
circlo round their centre, aud the heavens beam with new light. 
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__h this illumination lot us walk the course of life, and at its 

elose devoutly commend our beloved country, the common parent 
is all, to the Divine Benignity. 



BIRTH OS 1 NATIONS. — H. Bwlwrfl. 
The trua increase of a nation is not that which is made by eon- 
quest and plunder, but that which is the simple development of its 
vital and prolific resources. Two centuries ago there came over to 
these western shores a few thousand men. These were the germ 
of a great nation, here to arise and come into the publio history of 
the world, possibly as a leading member. Potentially speaking, 
these men had in themselves — that is, in their persons, their prin- 
ciples, their habits and other resources — all that now is, or is yet 
to be, of power and greatness in our republic. They went to work 
willi a degree of spirit and energy never before exhibited. Habits 
of virtuous and frugal industry were unfolded by a wise and care- 
ful training. Simplicity of manners for the first time appeared, 
not as a barbaric virtue, but as the proper fruit of simplicity in 
religion. The mental vigor produced by the same causes was yet 
further sharpened by the necessities of a new state of existence. 
Population multiplied, wealth Increased, the forest fell away at the 
sound of their axes, the natives retired before the potent and pro- 
lific energy of Saxon life, as before the Groat Spirit himself. 
Cities rose upon the shores, the waters whitened to the sun under 
the sails of commerce, the civil order unfolded itself, as it were 
naturally, from the germ that blossomed in the Mayflower, — and, 
behold, a great, wealthy, powerful and free nation stalks into his- 
tory with the tread of a giant, fastening live astonished gaze of the 
WO rld, — all in the way of simple growth. We have made no con- 
quests. Wo have only unfolded our ori™msil germ, the mustard- 
seed of our first colonization. There is no other kind of national 
advancement which is legitimate or safe. The civil order must 
grow as a creature of life, and unfold itself from within. If a 
nation will suddenly extend its boundaries and build up its splendor 
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by conquest, as in the case of tlie Roman empire, or in the subju- 
gation of Mexico by Spain, how different is the spectacle ! The 
'elements of the civil order, being piled together by mere accretion, 
are without coherency or unity, The public life does not fill the 
public mass ; and, without the organic power of life, it is ready to 
fall to pieces at the earliest moment. Wealth itself is poverty; 
power is weakness; breadth is dissipation; numbers, discontent 
and anarchy. A nation built by growth is as different from a 
nation built by conquest, as the tree that stands erect, filled with 
vital sap, covered with joyful verdure, and, ivlien the winter comes, 
tossing its bare arms victoriously to the storm, from a pile of drift- 
wood which the floods have heaped upon the -here to rot and perish. 
Accordingly, the very word nation implies a nascent order and 
growth. It is no such pile of ruins as the external accidents of 
force and conquest may eonatruot ; but it is a birth, the nnfolding 
of a vital germ through population, industry, art, literature, law, 
and religion. 



SLOW GROWTH 01" FREEDOM. — R. C. Winthrop. 
The whole civilized world resounds with American opinions and 
American principles. Every vale is vocal with them. Every 
mountain has found a tongue for them. Everywhere the people 
are heard calling their rulers to account, and holding them to a 
just responsibility. Everywhere the cry is raised for the elective 
franchise, the trial by jury, the freedom of the press, written con- 
stitutions, representative systems, republican forms. In some 
cases, most fortunately, the rulers themselves have not escaped 
some seasonable symptoms of the pervading fervor for freedom, 
and have nobly anticipated the demands of their subjects. To the 
sovereign pontiff of the Roman states, in particular, belongs the 
honor of having led the way in the great movement of the day; 
and no American will withhold from him a cordial tribute of 
respect and admiration for whatever he has done or designed for 
the regeneration of Italy. Glorious, indeed, on the page of his- 
tory, will be the name of Pius IX., if the rise of another Rome 
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shall be traced to his wise and literal policy. Yet not less truly 
glorious, if his own authority should date its decline to his noble 
refusal to lend his apostolieal sanction to a war of conquest. 

For Italy, however, nod for France, and for (he whole European 
world alike, a great work still remains. A rational, practical, 
ondnring liberty cannot he acquired in a paroxysm, cannot be 
established by a proclamation. It is not, our own history proves 
that it is not, 

"The hasty product of a day, 
But the well-ripened fruit of wise delay." 

The redress of a few crying grievances, the reform of a few glaring 
abuses, the banishment of a minister, the burning of a throno, the 
overthrow of a dynasty, — these are but scanty preparations for 
tho mighty undertaking upon which they have entered. New sys- 
tems are to be constructed; new forms to bo established; new 
guvmnnonis to be instituted, organized find administered, upon 
principles which shall reconcile the seeming conflict botween lib- 
erty and law, and secure to every one the enjoyment of regulated 
constitutional freedom. 



FOR THE IRISH PATRIOTS. — /. Shields. 

Tub most friendly relations' exist at this time between this 
country and Great Britain. There is a strong feeling of mutual 
regard and common interest, and, perhaps I may add, a sense of 
common danger, uniting the people of both countries at this moment 
in close and intimate connection. The English people, so far as I 
ean observe, are beginning to appreciate tho character, resources 
and institutions: of this country, and to look with something like 
admiration upon the growth of this continental republic. Not 
only England, but the world, begins to see and acknowledge that 
this nation is destined to future supremacy. America is the pre- 
destined mistress of the future. Such is not the condition of Eng- 
land herself. Great and powerful as England is at this day, 

and the world admits that she is great and powerful, — her cir- 
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eumstances arc suet that she will be forced to compromise with 
the future. She has power, strength and energy; but her ener- 
gies may he said to be fettered. She is like a giantess in chains. 
Her immense debt constitutes lier chains and her fetters. The 
English people are strong and patient. They possess a great many 
sterling qualities, — industry, perseverance and fortitude; but, 
with all these qualities, such is the vast load which is now press! - - 
upon them, they will be compelled, in my opinion, in the first g 
eral convulsion, the first political tempest, that, shakes the contin< 
of Europe, to fling off the load, or perish under its weight. 

There is a volume of instruction in the present condition of 
England. Every American statesman should study it with atten- 
tion. The debt whieh now weighs upon the heart of England — 
and which no other nation on this earth could support for a single 
day — was not contracted for any great Engfch object or interest, 
but for what was plainly and emphatically a continental interest, 
— to crush Napoleon, to defend Austria, Russia and Prussia, to 
maintain the old royalties and aristocracies of Europe. Well ; 
the object was accomplished, the old despotisms were sustained, 
England a.nd Englishmen were mortgaged " to the last syllable of 
recorded timo " to accomplish this desirable object. And what is 
the result ? What is the state of the continent at this moment ? 
Why, from the Frozen Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea the des- 
potisms of Europe were never before as closely bound together in 
deep hostility to England as they are in 1852. This, too, after 
all her sacrifices in behalf of venerable despotism. This is her 
present position, and this is the present eondition of Europe. ■ At 
such a timo, and after such experience, it is porfeetly natural that 
the people of England should turn their hearts and thoughts to 
America. It is not only natural, but politic, that they should 
begin to cultivate the friendship of a great kindred people, who, 
from the rapid growth of their population and power, and the 
extraordinary advantages of their geographical position, will soon 
be able to influence the destinies of nations, by throwing their 
whole weight into the scale of liberty, justice and humanity. And 
permit me to say that, so far as I know the American heart, I feel 
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to declare, that If the Kuglisl: people fxif true (o themselves and 
just to their fe'.loy.'-subjix'ts, if Ihoy a?sort and maintain the groat 
principles of religious and j_i;>liTit::iI liberty, they will find a more 
generous sympathy, and a more effective, uubought and unpurehas- 
able support, on Ibis i.ioiitiuenf., in llic hour of need, than they can 
ever hope to purchase or subsidize, with the duplicate of their 
national debt, ujiOu the conltncnt of Europe. 

But I will confine myself on dii- occasion to a recent familiar 
instance, in relation to the Hungarians. Unhand interfered 
directly in behalf of Kossuth ar.d liis companions, while we merely 
intercede for Smith O'Drien and his associated. She defended these 
Hungarian.* against Austria, and Russia : we only appeal to her own 
clemency for the liberation of Irish patriots. She contributed to 
(he liberation of Austrian >ni>je;'ts, ii'thcujrK tlioy are, in a cor tain 
sense, still dangerou* to the Austrian, government. We simply 
request the I ibe rat ion of British subjects, whose freedom, in my 
opinion, at this lime, will serve lo strengthen the Engli-h g^vjirn- 
ment. We all recollect the universal delight with which the 
American people witnessed the first interference of Kng'aud in 
behalfof the Hungarian exiles. When the Uritish fleet appeared 
at the mouth of the Dardanelles, — when the rod cross of England 
joined the crescent of lUahemot, and biased in dcienee of the exile 
and the unfortunate, - — all America, with one voice, shouted <rlory 
and honor to the flag of Old England. She acted gloriously on 
that occasion. Her conduct called forth the applause of the liberal 
world. But now we have to moderate this applause, when we 
think of Van Diemen's Land. We give her credit for her gener- 
osity abroad, but we are sorry to be compelled to refuse her equal 
credit for her clemency at home. Patriotism cannot be a virtue 
in Hungary and a crime in Ireland. England may bo able to 
make some distinction between the two cases, but the world will 
refuse to recognise if. She will raise her national character in the 
estimation of the world, she will establish her disinterestedness 
before the tribun.d o: history and posterity, if she follow up her 
conduct towards the Hungarians with the liberation of the Irish 
exiles. As it is, her eondu-t, is severely criticised on the continent 
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of Europe. The Austrian;; and linssians, especially, accuse her of 
hypne^sy, of violating the groat law of morul and political con- 
sistency, of traversing half the globe in defence and support of 
Hungarian patriots, while at the same time she proscribes, banishes 
and imprisons, Irish patriots. They say English philanthropy is 
like the philanthropy of Hie cider Mirabeau, who was styled " The 
Friend of Man" for his universal benevolence, while ho practised, 
at the same time, within the bosom of his own family, the most 
cruel, heartless and unrelenting tyranny. This is the kind of 
indictment the continent prefer* against England at. this time. I 
am not prepared to endorse it. On the contrary, I am thoroughly 
convinced she will avail herself of (he first favorable opportunity 
to clear her reputation from any such reproach. I am inclined to 
think she will feel thankful to (Ins government for supplying her 
with a fair occasion, a graceful pretest, lo perform a humane and 
politic act. The world will then see that she is not governed, 
either in her foreign or domestic policy, by jealousy of Bussia or 
I) :.i.t red of Anstria, : but by a great principle of philanthropy and 
humanity. 

If we weigh i.lie conduct of (hose Iris'i patriots, net in legal but 
in moral scales, we will find nmeli to justify their attempt. They 
loved their native country. There is no moral guilt in this. On 
'.lie contrary, the love of country Is one of the noblest sentiments 
of our nature. When this sentiment lades from the soul, the soul 
lias lost its original brightness. In Ireland, however, this senti- 
ment is almost considered a political offonco. There is something 
so unnatural in this stale of things, that what the English law 
denounces as treason the Irish lieiLrt recne-ni/es as patriotism. An 
Irish patriot hears himself jv'onCLirced guilty in what is called the 
sanctuary of justice, while he feels in the sanctuary of his heart 
that he stands guiltless before (Jod and his country. This must 
be all perfectly und^rsteod, to appreciate the conduct of these men. 
In the eye of the law, they are convicted felons; but in every 
honest, manly Irish heart, they are received and recognized as 
Irish patriots. And why should it he otherwise? You must 
destroy the heart before you can destroy this sentiment. Ireland 
29* 
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is their native country ; they saw her lying around them in ruins. 
They made a desperate effort to collect the broken fragments, and 
Hnd them together into something like nationality. The effort 
tailed; it was bound to fail. The spirit of Irish nationality is 
dead. But I will ask i'iiy generous American heart, I will put it 
even to any generous I'iuglisa heart, whether these men are to be 
blamed, in the present wretched condition of Ireland, for making 
the attempt. Who can blame Small O'Hi'ic-n, wlio.so ancestors 
wore kings in Ireland before Saxon, Dane or Norman, ever planted 
a foot on Irish soil, fir making an aiteuint, however hopeless, to 
raise and resuscitate Ms fillet i country ? In fact, who can blame 
any Irishman fir necking to cli'oet a radical change in the condition 
of his country, since no change consistent with social existence can 
make her condition worse than it is at this time ? Poor Ireland ! 
her history is a sad one. It is written in the tears and blood of 
her children. Her sons have been so long accustomed to injustice, 
that they regard themselves as aliens ami outcasls in the very land 
that God gave them as a heritage. Yet they love iheir country 
with all the fervor of the Irish heart. The more she suffers, the 
more they love her. This love has become almost a part of their 
religion, and of their fervent, devotion to their Cod. As her own 
sweet poet has so truly and beautifully said : 



This is true ; and in the midst of poverty and contempt her sons 
weep over her desolation, and pray for the hour of her deliverance. 
There is something incomprehensible to the human mind in the 
mysterious Providence that rules the destiny of nations. Israel 
gave a Saviour to the world; and the world, in return, has 
persecuted and denaturalized the children of Abraham. Greece 
instructed tho world, taught it arts and sciences, lifted it out of a 
state of barbarism ;uto a high state of civilization, — and look at 
the world's recompense ! The Roman and Ottoman, in succession, 
trampled upon the susceptible hear!: n:ai beautiful mind of Greece; 
and now that land of gods and godlike men is the loot stool of the 
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unsyinpathuing (ioth. Poland and Hungary saved Christendom 
in the day of its weakness ; they repulsed the ere^eont in. the day 
of its power; and, in grateful return, three great Christian powers 
have dismembered Poland and distribaled .lice blooding members 
amongst them, iind Christian Europe is now singing " To Deums " 
and "Hosannas" over the prostrate and mangled body of Hun- 



Livisa mementos of the glorious pasi ! long tuny your valued 
presence remind us of out- duty lo (he future, by showing what (ho 
past has done for us, by carrying back our thoughts to tho times 
that died men's souls. Those are of the number that took their 
lives In their hand, and walked fearless among the death-;- halts, 
counting :ill (lungs earthly bat ;;s dross, tlia.t, suryiciug, they might 
point out to us, or, dying, might bequeath to us, a more excellent 
way, a career of pare, unshackled liberty, 

Favorites of time, who has dealt so gently with you, what a 
contrast do your eyes behold when youcompare the mighty empire 
which you helped to found with the feeble colony that gave you 
birth! The perioi.lofyoui' life h:;s been contemporaneous with the 
work of many ages: never before have a thousand years done for 
any nation under heaven what the last three- (bin: lbs of a century 
have done for us. A thousand years constructed and confirmed 
the majestic Mule of the Human empire; sages and warriors, 
through a thousand years of fixed purpose. Icon resolution and all- 
enduring fortitude, established the dominion of the eternal city, 
uiohahon by t.h.e burthen of the world, and not to be destroyed, 
save in the wreek of the old bea'hen world, pawing away forever. 
But you, wonderful icon, preceded by vr.ariy years this empire; in 
the purple ripeness of n-aLurely-dovcloped youth, you stood by the 
cradle of this empire when the young Alcides strangled the mon- 
sters sent by his step-mother ; when our home was a strip of land 
between the ocean and the Alleghan ;■;:.-■, which scattered .settlers, 
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with no wealth but the labor of their hands, disputed with the 
savages. You have lived to be citizens of an empire broader than 
Home, mightier than Home, wealthier than Eomo, wiser than 
Rome, holier than Home. Machinery, the creation of the free 
mind, does more for us, ten-fold more, than all the arms of her 
many million subjocts did for her. Iiook around you ! all that 
you see, and all that your and our posterity shall see, is the fruit 
of liberty; and of that liberty it is for you to say truly, We and 
our comrades, on the nineteenth of April, planted the fructifying 
seed. 

Look around you, and survey your work. It is not enough 
that we proclaim that a small o:n; lias bceome a great people; that 
day by day new nations rise up to call you blessed ; that even 
now states, infant in years, but giants in vigor and proportions, 
press at your portals, asking admission as coordinate sovereignties, 
"demanding life, impatient for the skies." Look around you! 
measure the improvement of the condition of the individual deni- 
zens of all our towns and villages, and sec if it tend not onward 
and upward in an accelerated ratio, equal, at least, to that of our 
political greatness. The hardy colonist extracted from the soil, 
with infinite labor, a frugal subsistence, uncertain bow long he 
should hold even his earnings, — for the mother country claimed 
tho right to bind the colonies in all eases whatsoever, — collecting 
few comforts, desiring no luxuries ; without machinery, without 
capital, almost without intercourse, seareely recovered from the 
exhaustion of ruinous French and Indian wars. The fair enchant- 
ress, Liberty, has waved her potent wand : prosperity and happi- 
ness crown all the hills and cover the plains ; on every waterfall a 
city rises like an exhalation; the iron horse — the missionary 
which science despatches to lead tho van of advancing refinement 
— snorts over the prairies scarcely abandoned by the disappearing 
buffalo ; the electric nerve throbs with the impulse of intelligence 
from Halifax to New Orleans : internal commerce dips her silver 
oar in overy lake ; the birchen canoe of the native hunter is trans- 
formed to a water-borne palace, gorgeous with the adornments of 
high art, and steadying her upright keel against the wind with the 
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miraculous energy of imprisoned fire. Of the rich exuberance of 
our plenty we may imparl with a world-wide charity ; and ocean 
smiles to transport upon her bosom the messengers freighted with 
salvation to the fiiinmc-Htrioken millions ol' shivery -Wasted Ireland ! 



KOSSUTH IS MASSACHUSETTS. — A. Burlingam'. 
Ouri first invitation found him beyond the Alleghanies with the 
free sons of the West, — he had then visited the chief cities along 
the Atlantic slope. Since then, he has made the wide circuit of 
the republic, everywhere pouring out his life into the great bosom 
of the people, filling it with the loftiest sentiments. He kindled 
the bold spirit of our western land into a flame of enthusiasm. He 
laid his hand tenderly upon the fiery heart of the South, and 
soothed it into sympathy. This he did before ho turned his feet 
toward New England ; and many of his friends, in this home of his 
friends, feared — because of the long interval between his arrival 
in the country and his visit here — that the original Interest awak- 
ened by the story of his heroic life might havo somewhat declined ; 
but the shouts of the people with which he is greeted — rising, as 
they do here to-night, like the voice of many waters — tell us that 
the interest in himself and country has rather deepened than 
diminished. 

He does not feel the breeze from the distant prairies, or enjoy 
the fragrance of the magnolia's blossoms ; but here, on these cold 
hills, and by this stormy sea, he has found hearts as God made 
them, open to the reception of truth, and responsive to the voice of 
humanity. And why is it that this people — taught from the 
cradle to the grave to conserve its own dignity— gives jtsclf with 
child-like confidence to the voice of this one man, and he a stranger ? 
Is it blind adoration of that form, not yet quite wasted by the dun- 
geon or broken by the toils of a struggling life, — for that which 
may he cold in an hour ? - No ! no ! It is because eternal truth 
dwells on those lips; it is because those eyes beam with the efful- 
gence of principles which shall flourish in immortal vigor when all 
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men are in the dust, lint, gentlemen, T shall not. give wing to 
speech, or Jo anything to break the delicious spell whieh now 
enthralls you. I leave you to the charms oi' 11 kj serene eloquence 
you have hoard, feeling thai, its mournful melody will linger in 
your memories like i.Ik: roeo'deoi.ians of some grand old song, long 
after the voice which made it shall have died away! 



THE PATRIOT',-; IIOI'K — T. Ewlng. 
Our republic has low:, been a theme of speculation among the 
savans of Europe. They profess to have cast, its horoscope; and 
fifty years was fixed upon !>y many as i'a.e utmost, limit, of its dura- 
tion. But those years passed by, and beheld us a united and 
happy people; our [lolitieal atmosphere a gi tilled by no storm, and 
scarce a cloud to obscure the serenity of our bori«m; all of the 
present was prosperity, all of the future hope. True, upon the 
day of that, anniversary two venerated lathers of our freedom and 
of our country fell ; but they sunk calmly lo rest. In the maturity 
of years and iu the fulness of iime, and their simultaneous departure, 
on that day of jubilee, for another and a better world, was hailed 
by our nation as a propitious sign, sent. !o us from heaven. Wan- 
dering, the other day, in the alcoves of the library, I accidentally 
opened a volume eoniahiing the orations delivered by many distin- 
guished men on that solemn occasion, and I note:! some expressions 
of a few who now sit In this hall, which are deep -fraught with the 
(lieu prevailing, T may say universal feeling. It is inquired by 
one, " Is this the ehvet of uecidout or blind chance, or has thai. Cod 
who holds in his baud the destiny of nations and of men designed 
these things as an evidence of the permanence and perpetuity of 
our institutions?'' Another says, " Ts if. not stamped with the 
seal of divinity ? " And a third, descanting on the prospects, 
bright and glorious, which opened on our beloved eountry, says, 

Yet it would have required but a tinge of superstitious -doom 
to have drawn from that event, darker forobo dines of that which 
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was to come. In our primitive wills, where the order of nature is 
unbroken iiy i!ic hand of man. — there, whore majestic trees arise, 
spread foL't'i rheirl'ranobes, live out. their age, una '.Iodine, — sorae- 
times will a patriarchsd plant, which has stood fur centuries the 
winds am] storms, fidl when no breeze sigiiatcs a leaf of the trees 
that surround it. Arid when, in the eahn stillness of a summer's 
noon, the solitary woodsman hours on either hand the heavy crash 
of'huL'C, bi-oiehh'-s trunks, ial.lbi;' by ilieir ownwo'g'it to tiiC eail.h 
whence they sprung, prescient of the future, he foresees the whirl- 
wind at hand, which shall sweep through the forest, break its 
strongest stem?, upturn its deepest root?, and strew in the 1 dust its 
tallest, proudest heads. But I am none of those who indulge in 
gloomy anticipation. I do not despair of the republic. My trust 
is strong, that t.ho gallant ship, in which all our hopes are em- 
barked, will yet outride the storm ; saved alike from the breakers 
and billows of disunion, and the greedy whirlpool, the all-ingulf- 
ing uiaclstroom, of executive power ; that, unbroken, if not un- 
harmed, she may pursue her prosperous voyage iar down the 
stream of time ; and that the banner of our country, which, now 
waves over its so proudly, will still float in triumph, borne on the 
wings of heaven, tanned by the breath of fame, every stripe bright 
and unsullied, every star fixed in its sphere, ages after each of us 
now here shall have ceaseJ 10 gaze on its majestic folds forever ! 



DEATHS OF ADAMS AMD JEFFEHSOJT. — E. Evirttt. 
Tut jubilee of America is turned into mourning. Its joy is 
mingled with srtdnoss : its silver trumpet breathes si. mingled ,-irain. 
T To n co forward and forever, while America exists among the nations 
of the earth, the first emotion on the Fourth of July shall be of joy 
and triumph in the great event whioh immortalizes (he day, — the 
second shall be one of chastised and tender recollection of the ven- 
erable men who departed on the morning of the jubilee. This 
mingled emotion of triumph and sadness has sealed the moral 
beauty and sublimity of our great anniversary. In the simple 
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commemoration of a victorious political achievement, there seems not 
enough to occupy all our purest and best feelings. The Fourth 
of July was before a day of unshaded triumph, exultation, and 
national pride ; but the angel of death has mingled in the all-glo- 
rious pageant, to teach us we are men. Had our venerated fathers 
left us on any other day, the day of the united departure of two 
such men would henceforward have been remembered but as a day 
of mourning. But now, while their decease has gently chastened 
the exultations of the triumphant festival, tho banner of independ- 
ence will wave cheerfully over the spot where they repose. The 
whole nation feels, as with one heart, that since it must sooner or 
later have been bereaved of its revered fathers, it could not have 
wished that any other had been the day of their decease. Our 
anniversary festival was before triumphant ; it is now triumphant 
and sacred. It before called out the young and ardent to join in 
the public rejoicings ; it now also speaks, in a touching voioe, to 
the retired, to the gray-headed, to the mild and peaceful spirits, 
to the wholo family of sober freemen. "With some appeal of joy, 
of admiration, of tenderness, it henceforth addresses every Amer- 
ican heart. It is henceforward what the dying Adams pronounced 
it,— a great and a good day. It is full of greatness, and full of 
goodness. It is absolute and complete. The death of the men 
who declared our independence — their death on the day of the 

jubilee was all that was wanting to the Fourth of July, To 

die on that day, and to die together, was all that was wanting to 
Jefferson and Adams, 

Think not, fcllow-citiKens, that, in the mere formal discharge of 
my duty this day, I would overrate the melancholy interest of the 
great occasion. Heaven knows I do anything but intentionally 
overrate it. I labor only for words to do justice to your feelings 
and to mine. I can say nothing which docs not sound as cold, as 
tame, and as inadequate, to myself aa to you. The theme is too 
great and too surprising, tho men arc too great and good, to bo 
spoken of in this cursory manner. There is too much in the con- 
templation of their united characters, their services, the day and 
coincidence of their death, to be properly described, or to be fully 
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felt at once. I daro not eonsc here and dismiss, in a. few summary 
paragraphs, the characters of men who have filled Such a space in 
the history of their age. It would be a disrespectful familiarity 
with men'of their lofty spirits, their rloh endowments, their deep 
counsels and wise measures, their long and honorable lives, to 
endeavor thus to weigh and estimate them. I feel the mournful 
contrast in the fortunes of the first and test of men, that after a 
life hi the highest walks of usefulness: after conferring benefits, 
not merely on a neighborhood, a city, or even a state, but on a 
whole continent, and a posterity of kindred men ; after having 
stood in the first estimation for talents, services and influence, 
among millions of fellow-citizens, — a day should come whieh 
closes all up, pronounces a brief blessing on their memory ; gives 
an hour to the actions of a crowded life ; describes in a sentence 
what it took years to bring to pass, and what is destined for years 
and ages to continue and operate on posterity; forces into a few 
words the riches of busy dap of action and weary nights of medi- 
tation ; passes forgetfully over many traits of character, many 
counsels and measures, which it cost, perhaps, years of discipline 
and effort to mature ; utters a funeral prayer, chants a mournful 
anthem, and then dismisses all into the dark chambers of death 
and forgetfulness, 



GENIUS. — B. Biles. 



Genius, to enjoy and to communicate happy and exalting li*v, 
must have union with the moral and the spiritual, — with the truth 
which they inspire, with the beauty which they sanctify. These 
belong to the soul's moral and progressive being ; and these, good 
and fair fovever, no genius can exhaust, and no genius can tran- 
scend. Genius, therefore, to ask in freedom, and in a right direc- 
tion, must be of faith, and love, and hope : of the faith which can 
reverence and can trust; of the love whieh can receive and give: 
of the hope which faith and love sustain, which gleams cheeringly 
over the path of humanity, and which, by large sympathy, has 
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large wisdom. . These are the principles which connect us with the 
universe of highest thought and of most enduring beauty. It is 
by faith that poetry, as well as devotion, soars above this dull 
earth ; that imagination breaks through its clouds, breathes a purer 
air, and lives in a softer light. It is love that gives the poet the 
whole heart of man; and it is by lovo that he speaks to the whole 
heart of man forever. Hope, which is but our ideal future, lives 



r most prosaic exponent;!-:. 



and is a needful *)luee r.i 



daily toils. We can then but ill spare it from our poetic dreams. 
We can but ill endure, among so many sad realities, to rob antici- 
pation of its pleasant visions. 

In speaking thus, I would not imply that life can be always 
sunshine. By no means. Its afflictions are many ; they are uni- 
versal, they are inevitable. Bocause they are so, life can afford to 
lose none of its alleviations. Much that belongs merely to the 
present it must of necessity lose. Wretched it is, indeed, if it 
must likewise resign the future. Much will be carried from us, 
as our years decline, which years that come never can restore. 
Hours there are, brief, happy hours, in experience, which may not 
bo forgotten, but are no more to be renewed. They can be but 
once, and the effort to repeat is to destroy them. They go to the 
past as a dream ; they are no more, except that now and then their 
shadows mock us through the mist of days. Pure enjoyments and 
bright expectances the most meagre souls have known some time 
in their existence ; and the most meagre souls, in feeling that they 
shall never know them again, are capable of deep regret. They 
are as a melody when the lute is broken ; they are as a tale the 
minstrel tells— and dies. The inanimate universe itself seemsto 
undergo the changes of our own spirits, and to sympathize with 
the transitions of our own experience. The stars, it is true, rise 
as brightly in the heavens, the flowers spring as lovely from the 
earth, the woodlands bloom as freshly as before; but, 0, the glory 
and the joy within, the fancy and the hope which made the stars 
more beautiful, and tho flowers more graceful, and the woods more 
elysian, and the birds more musical, will not last with passing suns, 
nor come back again with returning seasons ! I do not decry this 
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characteristic of our nature. I do not decry the genius which has 
affinity with it, and appeals to it. A high and solemn melancholy 
is the sighing of our immortality ; it is the struggle of a divine 
aspiration with our earthly imperfections. The capacity of sorrow 
belongs to our grandeur; and the loftiest of our race are those 
who have had the profoundest grief, because they have had the 
profoundest sympathies. There is a sadness which is an attribute 
of our spiritual humanity ; and it is ouly when this spiritual hu- 
manity is dormant that misery approaches the limitation of simple 
physical suffering or physical want. To be happy as moral and 
intellectual beings, we must feel the joy which has its centre in the 
soul; from that centre firings also the anguish which testifies our 
exaltation. This very sorrow of ours is one of the strongest rea- 
sons why nothing should dissociate the soul from principles whicli 
are not dependent on externals, but which, when suns grow dim, 
will come out into brighter revelation! 



AGAINST ALLIANCE WITH ENGLAND. — J. Clemens. 

It was an inflexible rule of the Roman senate never to make 
peace with a victorious enemy, lest amid the sulFerings and humil- 
iations of defeat they might be tempted to sacrifice the interests of 
the republic. No wonder that a people governed by such rules 
became the masters of the world. Over them the passions had no 
sway ; reason ruled supreme. Cold as the marble columns about 
them, no wild fancies led them into profitless adventures, no vain 
dreams of universal philanthropy taught them to forget the higher 
duties they owed to Rome. 

The present project of intervention does not come recommended 
to me by the company in which it proposes to place us. We are 
asked to act in conjunction with England, who may well find it for 
her own interest and her own safety, but who will offer us nothing 
in exchange for our share in the common danger and the common 
expense. The policy of England is known to the world ; and all 
Iiistorv is (Wi,:\ il":'.!ii over ihrmwd an alliance without a selfish end 
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in view. Wha'oyer nation subserves her purposes is her ally for 
the Lime being, but not a moment longer. A league with England 
out of which Liny good could arise to America is an Utopian dream, 
of which a schcolfoy should bo ashamed. 

Tu her ease, also, even fooling prompts us to reject the proffered 
fellowship. There arc many wounds inflicted in the past whose 
" poor dumb mouths " plead elo:|aon:ly against such an alliance. 
The fierce Tarlton and the merciless llawdon are not yet forgotten. 
The house-burnings of (Jock burn and the savage massacres of Proc- 
tor still blacken the page of history. Time has not abated the 
deep indignation excited by the brutal war-cry which rang over 
the plains of New Orleans ; and none of us remember, without a 
feeling of resentment, the Vandal inroad to which this capital was 
subjected. That large class of our population who are of Irish 
birth or Irish extraction have darker memories to cherish, and 
deeper wrongs to avenge. Many of them have had their infant 
slumbers broken by the rattle of musketry and the fierce yell of an 
infuriated soldiery; and none of them have forgotten that there 
was a time when the (lightened peasant who lied to the mountain or 
the morass for safety was lighted on his way by the flames burst- 
ing from the roof of his cottage : when the dungeon was filled with 
the noblest in the land, and the scaffold groaned with the weight 
of its victims ; when terror walked side by side with the paid 
iiifunner, and desolation made its homo in Ireland. 

Those are the souvenirs connected with the name of .Englaud; 
and I will not so libel a gallant people as to suppose for a moment 
that they have any great anxiety to clasp in friend ship hands red 
with the best blood of their native land, Let me not be misun- 
derstood. I seek no quarrel with England; but I do not forget 
what she has done, and I want no alliance with her. So long as 
she attends to her own business, and does not presume to meddle 
with ours, I am willing that our present relations should continue. 
But let her beware howshe arouses the animosities now slumbering 
in the American bosom. The bones and sinews of the young giant 
of the west arc last hardening into mature manhood, and the nest 
time we meet in hostile conflict, the proud boast that the roll of 
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the English drum may bo hoard from (lie ri-'iiL^ to the sotting sun 
will be nothing but a tale of the past. Then, too, may the Irish 
heart leap w\'.i a pi.'oui.i j<vy, Ibr l j i ■ ■ tinio will have come v.-hen th; 
epitaph, of Emmett may at last be written. 

We have all rend recently, and none of us, I trust, without 
deep feeling, the opinions of the venerable statesman whose bodily 
infirmity now keeps him from among us. Who is there with a 
higher .ivisdom than his? Who is there with a wider experience ' 
Who is there with ho few motives to deceive himself or others as 
to the true interests of his country? His voice comes to us clothed 
with all the sanctity the grave can give, with the added knowledge 
of existing things which the grave must take away. Standing 
upon the verge of two worlds, ar.d looking hack upon that which 
ho is about to leave, his heart swelling with a patriotism little less 
than holy, his vision clear and unclouded by the passions and preju- 
dices which dim our sight, he tells us that ours is a mission of 
peace, not a mission of blood ; that to avoid all interference in the 
affairs of other nations, to preserve our own independence, to live 
for America, to labor for America, and, if need be, to die for 
America, is a sacred duly, the performance of which will best serve 
the cause of human liberty in every land beneath the sun. I shall 
follow his advice. If my own judgment differed from his, I should 
distrust it, and feci inclined rather to bo governed by the sugges- 
tions of him whom all men of every party have agreed to name 
patriot, .statesman, sage ! 



THE LAST noUHS OE DAXIEL WEBSTER. — B. Everett. 

AjliK'..; the inony mnoorablc words which fi;!l from tin: lij. -=■= of 
our friend just, bofire they were closed forever, the most remarka- 
ble are those, — "I still" live." They attest the serene compos- 
ure of his mind, the Christian heroism with which he was able to 
turn his consciousness in upon itself, and explore, step by step, the 
dark passage (dark to us, but to him, wo trust, already lighted 
from above) which, connects this world with the world to come, 
30* 
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But I know not what words could have been better chosen to ex- 
press Ma relation to tbe world he was leaving. " I still live. 
This poor dust is just returning to the dust from which it was . 
taken ; but I feel that I live in the affections of the people to 
whose services I have consecrated my days. I still live. The icy 
hand of death is already laid on my heart, but I shall still live in 
those words of counsel which I have uttered to ray fel low-citizen a, 
and which I now leave them as the last bequest of a dying friend." 
In the long and honored career of our lamented friend there 
are efforts and triumphs which will hereafter fill one of the bright- 
est pages in our history. But I greatly err if the closing scene — 
the height of the religious sublime— does not, iu the judgment of 
other days, far transcend in interest the brightest exploits of public 
life. Within that darkened chamber at ^fiirshfield ivris witnessed 
a seeno of which we shall not readily find the parallel. The 
serenity with which he stood in the presence of the king of ter- 
rors, without trepidation or flutter, for hours and days of expecta- 
tion ; the thoughtfulness for tho public business, when the sands 
were so nearly ran out ; the hospitable care for the reception of 
the friends who eamo to ?, h. rah field ; that affectionate and solemn 
leave separately taken, name by name, of wife, and children, 
and kindred, and friends, and family, down to the humblest 
members of the household ; the designation of the coming day, 
then near at hand, when " all that was mortal of Daniel Webster 
would cease to exist;" the dimly-recollected strains of the funeral 
poetry of Gray, — last faint flash of the soaring intellect; the feohly- 
murmnred words of Holy Writ repeated from the lips of the 
good physician, who, when all the resources of human art had been 
exhausted, had a drop of spiritual balm for the parting soul ; the 
clasped hands; the dying prayers; — ! my fellow-citizens, this 
is a consummation over which tears of pious sympathy will be shed, 
ages after the glories of the forum and the senate are forgotten. 

" Ilia snfferinga ended with tho day, yet lired hs at its cloao , 
And breathed the Ions, l«ng night ji.iviij- in st.ar.ue-]ik-<s repose; 
But ere the sun, ia all his stutc, illumed the eastern skies. 
He passed through glory's morn in;; gato, and irallicd in Paradise." 
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TIIB SACRED TRUST OF LIBERTY. - W. F. Oth. 

Do we suppose tliat we can shed our liberty upon other coun- 
tries without exertion, and let it fall upon them like the dew which 
stirs not the leaf ? No ; liberty must be long held suspended over 
them in the atmosphere, by our unseen and unwearied power. 
The more intense the heat which oppresses them, the more must it 
saturate and surcharge the air, till, at last, when the ground is 
parched dry, when vegetation is crisped up, and the gasping people 
are ready to plunge into destruction for relief, then will it call 
forth its hosts from every quarter of the horizon ; then will the 
sty be overcast, the landscape darkened, and liberty, at one peal, 
with one flash, will pour down her million streams ; then will she 
lift up the voice which echoed, in days of yore, from the peaks of 
Otter to the Grand Monadnock ; then will 

■' J mil iin-ncr throvijrli her misty uloml, 
Raclt to the py 1 ^ Alps, wiio <-:lI1 l« her aloud." 

We are asked upon what is our reliance in tunes of excitement ; 
what checks have wo upon popular violence ; what compensation 
for human infirmities ; whal substitutes for bayonets, dragoons, and 
an aristocracy ? I answer, the religion and morality of the people. 
Not the religion of the state; not the morality of the l':i shim. able. 
Thank Heaven, our house is of no Philistine architecture! Our 
trust— our only trust— is where it ought to be, — the religion 
and morality of the whole people. Upon (hat depends, and ought 
to depend, all that we enjoy or hope. Our strength is in length, 
in breadth, and in depth. It is in us, and must be felt and exer- 
cised by each one and all of us, or our downfall is doomed. For 
we are the people; we are our governors; we are the Lord's 
anointed; we are the powers that be, and we bear not the sword 
in vain. And upon us is the responsibility ; humble and obscure, 
domestic and retiring, secluded and solitary, we may bo,— but 
ours is still the great national trust, go where we will ; and to 
God are we, one and all, accountable. Our responsibility is with 
us; it weighs upon us; it overhangs us, like the dome of this 
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house; its universal pressure Is- the great p< ,r u;:l.ple of our protec- 
tion. If the just rule* of religion and moral ii.y pervade through 
all Its parts, ilio pi'od : gious weight. :s grace fully sustained; but if 
vice and corruption creep in its divided circles, the enfeebled 
fabric will yawn in dread chasms, and, ci'umb'.ir.g, will, ovcrwhehn 
us with u 



atiiiixy siroc.t.,1) couiii-Ncu at hco.ix— i. c. /«,«, 

If this "Union is to endure ivit.li all its brilliancy, wo arc the 
agents and the instrumentalities by which it is to be accomplished i 
and I submit to every senator here, who loves fhi-. Union,- — and I 
wou'.d to I lot.! lUal all of ilicm did love it ! — if they arc ready to 
talic a step which, by possibility, may endanger this Union. What 
lire your sympathies, broad, boundless as they are, compared to 
the interest, to the honor, to the duly, we owe to our own country? 
We go throughout the wl..:lo world i:i quest of objects of sympathy, 
for go I: ting that wo have a country to be saved, and a country that 
is to be honored, and made prosperous and happy, i~.lv, I love this 
Union in all its length, in all its breadth, in all its height, in all 
its depth. Yes, sir, from the Aroostook to the Rio Grande, from 
the Pacific to the Atlantic, i'roughout all our borders, I love this 
Union. For it I am ready to live, ami, by the grace of God, if 
necessary, for it I am ready to die. I love it, and, because I love 
it, I want to act so as to preserve it. Why sliould we endanger 
this Union by diction, cither north or south? 1 ha.ve no alVuiiiies 
for tie one or the other. Wherever there is a man, or a commu- 
nity, or principles which endar.gcr flic Union, if I had the power, 
.1 would borrow some thunderbolt from the armory of heaven, and 
dash the a.eeur.-od wretch into utter annihilation ! 

I love this Union, — love of the Union is idolatry with me ; and 
it is because I love and cherish it with the fondness of devotee! 
a flection, that I. am against any of those Utopian schemes, any of 
those modern doctrines of progress, or manifest destiny, or higher 
or lower law, come from what sources they may. Why should 
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we go abroad ? Have wo not enough to do at borne ? Have we 
not a field broad enough for the sympathies of senators? Are all 
our sympathies -to bo exhausted on Hungary? Weep over her 
wrongs to your heart's content; I will join you in the holy office; 
but I ask you to come back in the hours of quietude and look to 
your own country. Have you not enough here to engage your 
time, to enlist your talents, to enlist the talents of the loftiest 
intellect of the age ? See your country, "with twenty-five millions 
of population, extending from ocean to ocean, — a territory of 
empires in extent, and yet not enough for the enlarged capacity of 
some gentlemen. The world itself seems scarcely largo enough to 
contain their boundless sympathies. It is enough for me to know 
that there are interests hero that command and demand my atten- 
tion. Look at the interests of this country ! You have a terri- 
tory almost boundless; unnumbered millions and hundreds of 
millions of public domain, that might be made the basis upon 
whieh the hopes, the prosperity, the happiness, the grandeur and 
the glory, of the mightiest nation upon earth might be established. 
And yet, sir, that is a small matter, that concerns nobody. Wo 
must go and weep over Hungary. If your sympathies are so 
large, go into the valley of the Mississippi, that I have the honor 
in part to represent, I see the honored representative of my dis- 
trict here now. Go there, and see the unnumbered and numberless 
lives that are constantly sacrificed to the imbecility and weakness 
of this government of ours. There is=a hecatomb of living spirits 
carried down into the deep and angry waters of the Mississippi and 
its tributaries. There is no sympathy for them. We must go 
abroad, and shed tears of blood and compassion for the sufferings 
of Hungary. Better come home, and weep over widows and 
orphans, left husbandless and fatherless by the neglect of the gov- 
ernment to give pro to; (ion. and lo improve her inland and her 
external commerce. That is enough to engage the time and the 
talents of the whole Senate —-of the loftiest geniua that ever lived. 
Tet these are very small matters — wo may forget them all ! We 
have a sea-coast almost boundless, with harbors to improve, inter- 
ests to protect, thousands and tens of thousand* of American citi- 
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mis languishing for the want of that paternal regard which tho 
govortimcnl ought to extend them, in giving protection to the 
honest labor of the country. All Hint moves no sympathetic chord 
in those hearts that sympathize with l.be oppressed of ah 1 1 ■■. i aius. 
Come home, gentlemen, come home, and let us see if wc cannot do 
something here. When we shall have ni;iJe our own people happy 
and prosperous, when the treasury shall he overflown, when the 
navy shall find nothing to do, when the army shall be a burden 
upon our hands, then yon may go out and fight the battles of 
other people. But first let us establish ourselves upon a basis not 
only honorable, but safe and perpetual. 

I hope to see this government go on in tin; course in which our 
fathers guided it. I hope to we her g-owiag stronger and stronger 
every day. IFy sympathies mr the o'mr.is^oil of other nations are 
as acute as those of o(her gentlemen ; but T remember that I have 
a country myself, and that, while I sympathize with the oppressed 
of other niil-lons, my lirst duty is to my own country. When I go 
back, and impiire what have been the achievements, what have 
been tin.' results that have flown from the policy of our fathers, I 
confess that I am astounded that gentlemen should choose to 
change. Why, from feeble colonies, thirteen in number, and three 
millions In population, we have grown to be a people of about 
twenty-five millions, with thirty-one states, instead of thirteen, 
With such results as these, so stupendous and overwhelming, I 
ask, is it possible that any Amerieau can desire to change the 
policy which lias produced such results ? As for myself, .1 desire 
to see this country go onward. T would invoke the spirit of Him 
who seems to preside over the deliberations of the Senate, to 
watch, and guard, and protect, and defend the institutions of our 
country. I hop;; that the column whiah has been laid by Wash- 
ington may -«j on rising higher and higher, and higher still, until 
its proud head shall have pierced the clouds of heaven, and be 
bathed in eternal light! From iis proud summit may the light 
and the truth of freedom and liberty go out. into the whole world, 
until all its dark recesses shall be enlightened by the revivifying 
rays that flew from it, and all the world be iiiied with glory, and 
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be wrapped in one eternal flame of liberty and freedom, now and 
forever ! 

DEATH OF DANIEL WEBSTER. — /. C. Pol*. 

Daniel Webster, the patriot, the jurist, the statesman, is no 
more. I rise to pronounce no panegyric, no eulogy ! This is 
neither the time nor occasion ; nor am I the man. When the 
avalanche has fallen from the mountain top, when the thunder- 
bolt has cleft the forest-oak, deep silence succeeds tlio shook ; and 
now the public pulse has ceased its tlirobbings, and holy, silent awe 
is the loudest oratory. Time will be when wo shall awake to a 
full realization of the event; and then eloquent lips will pour 
forth a nation's feelings. 

How many thousands sympathize in the emotions of this hour! 
The news, lightning- winged, has trendy pervaded the continent. 
The fisherman on the banks pauses in liis toil to echo back the 
wail which readies him from the shore. The trapper in the -val- 
leys of the Rocky Mountains catches it, as it rolls across the 
prairies. The industry of tho nation feels that it has lost its best 
friend ; and even on the thrones of Europe the monarchs of the 
Old World tremble as they learn that that master-spirit, which, 
has wielded a moral power over the destinies of nations more potent 
than their armed legions or their diplomatic machinery, now stands 
with the prophets of old and apostles of truth in humble adoration 
before the throne of Omnipotence ! 

Around us, in our very midst, how everything speaks to us 
of him ! Yonder monument to Liberty, baptized in the blood of 
his eloquence ; yonder Pilgrim Rock, consecrated by his lips, in 
the spirit of Puritan truth; the very landmarks and boundaries 
of our land, from the bleak north-east to the sultry south-west, 
are established under his wise, far-seeing guidance. Not a water- 
fall or a cataract in all Xcw England, rendered useful to mankind 
by those discreet measures which always met his cordial support, 
that did not seem, on yesterday's holy mom, to have rolled Its 
course seaward with a more subdued and plaintive murmur. 
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The Indian, when his chief goes on his long pilgrimage to the 
spirit-land, buries with him his implements, his tomahawk and 
arrows. Wc, of a Christian faith, havyjhr uictiy frtnii our chief the 
barbed arrows of political strife and party rancor, and gaze with 
mournful gratitude on the countless benefits which he has con- 
ferred upon us. Three-score years and ten ho has been spared 
to ua. Thirty, at least, of the nnmber, ho has been leaving the 
impress of his gigantic intellect upon every prominent measure 
which has conduced to our country's- advancement and prosperity. 

But I forbear. The glorious sun has set.. Unclouded to the 
last, its latest beams were of meridian splendor, and the twilight 
of good influences which il 'eaves will endure forever. 



ENGLAND'S DISLIKE 01' AMERICA. — J". Bell. 

The next great war which is to fill the world with its desola- 
tions will be a war between the old continent and the new; be- 
tween the Old World and the New World; between the ideas, 

ilic principles, and the interests, ami the passions, of European or 
eastern civilization, and t.lie ideas, the principles, the interests and 
the passions, belonging to the new and more vigorous civilization of 
tho continent of America. This is the natural order of progress in 
the civilization of the world. The jealousy of all Europe has been 
effectually roused and excited by the late and vast accession to 
our territory, foreshadowing in irs result- i'le profits and resources 
of the trade of the gorgeous East. As long as this republic shall 
continue united and prosperous, it must continue to be a standing 
rebuke to despotic power. It will haunt the dreams of tho 
enthroned masters of Europe like the ghosts of murdered princes, 
and they can never be at heart's ease until they shall have made 
one groat and united effort to crush this disturber of their repose. 
Principles of government so diverse, adverse interests so deep and 
imperishable, cannot exist on continents between which the barrier 
of an ocean is removed by modern inventions, without bringing 
jealousies, rivalries, hatreds and collisions, which, sooner or later, 
must result in war, — fierce, protracted war, — which can only be 
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terminated by the mutual exhaustion of the parties, or the final 
triumph of one over the other. 

A voice whispers me, Where will England be in a contest 
between the despotic powers of the continent and this republic? 
What guarantee have we that she would he disposed to interpose 
her broad shield between America and her assailants? Will 
kindred race and language be a guarantee of the friendship of 
England? Never, sir, as long as the story of the Revolution 
shall be handed down ; never, while the brightest pages of our his- 
tory shall still he those which record our triumphs over British 
valor and British domination. The dire and lasting hate engen- 
dered by family feuds is proverbial ; and the lasting enmity of 
England is decreed by an inexorable law. 

But may not kindred institutions be a guaranty of her alliance 
and protection ? No ! The throne, the altar, the aristocracy, the 
whole governing race, including the wealthy middle chinos of Eng- 
land, have as great a horror of republicanism, and of the levelling 
theories of the fierce democracy of the continent, as the Czar of 
Russia himself. Nothing can be more unmeaning, hollow and 
deceitful, than what we hear so often announced through some of 
our Own journals, of the desire of Great Britain to draw more 
closely the bonds of amity between the two countries. Neither 
the cause of liberty, nor any interest in the diffusion of constitu- 
tional monarohies, has been the basis of British policy in this age, 
or in any other, in her relations with the continent, or with Amer- 
ica. These were not the causes of her involvement in the last 
general war of Europe. They were purely and simply the protec- 
tion of her own interests and her own safety. 

Will her trade, will her rich commercial connections with the 
United States, bind her to our cause against the powers of the con- 
tinent ? I still answer, unhesitatingly, No ! If there is ono great 
fact in the future history of the world that can bo foretold with 
greater certainty than any other, it is the great conflict, not now, 
hut soon to be, between Great Britain and the United States, &r 
the empire of the seas, and the command of the trade of the world.. 
Instead of becoming our ally in a war with the despotic powers of 
SI 
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the continent, Great Britain would have cause to exult ; and let 

mc say that she has m this moment cause to exult, and her far- 
seeing statesmen doubtless do exult, in (he dawning of a state of 
things whieh may place all the powers of the continent, even 
Russia, -—heretofore In her policy friendly to the United Stflt.es, 
— in an attitude of lasting hostility iind resentment to this repuh- 
lic. Great Britain may see, in recent events en the continent 
and in this country, causes equally new and unexpected, which 
may prolong her power and her ocean dominion to a date in the 
future far beyond all former hope or cakula'ieu. She would 
rejoice to sec our commerce cut up, and our youthful energies par- 
alyzed and crushed, under the weight of a I'/aropcan cn:i ihi nation. 
She may stand off, lo he sure ; but, if the powers on the continent 
will only pursue :i pacific policy towards her, — if they will keep 
their ports and commercial marts open, on liberal terms, to her 
trade and manufactures, — they will have her free consent to model 
thoir governments upon principles of the purest absolutism; they 
may extinguish every sparlt of liberty among their own subjects, 
and crumble into dust every republic on the globe. 



NEW ENGLAND AND VIRGINIA. — R. C. Wvuhrap, 

Km Knolant) does not require to have other parts of (he coun- 
try cast into shade, in order that the brightness of her own early 
days may bo seen and admired. Least of all would any son of 
New 7 England be found ul l.eriu;* a word in wanton disparagement 
of "our noble, patriotic sister colony, Virginia,'" as she was once 
justly termed by the patriots of Fatieuil Hull. There arc circum- 
stances of peculiar ami beautiful correspondence in the careers of 
Virginia and Xew I'lujrUiiid, which must over censtitute a bond of 
sympathy, affection and pride, between their children. Not only 
did they form respective];,' the ureat northern and southern rally- 
ing-points of civilization on this continent, — not only was the most 
friendly competition, or the most cordial cooperation, as circum- 
stances allowed, kept up between them during their early colonial 
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existence,' — but who forgets the generous emulation, the noble 
rivalry, with which ihoy continually challenged and seconded cadi 
Other ia resisting the first beginnings of British aggression, in the 
pa-Boris of their James Otiscs and l.'atriek Henrys ? "Who forgets 
that, while that resistance was first brought lo a practical test in 
New England, at Lexington, and Concord, and Bunker Hill, for- 
tune, as if resolved to restore the balance of renown hot ween the 
two, reserved Tor the Torktown of Virginia the last crowning vic- 
tory of independence '{ Who forgets that, while the baud by which 
the original declaration of '.hat independence was Unified was fur- 
nished by Virginia, the tongue by which lite adoption of that 
instrument was defended and secured was supplied by New Eng- 
land, — a bond of common glory, upon which not death alone 
seemed to set his seal, but Deity, I had almost said, to affix an 
Immortal sanction, when tin; s^iri'is by which that hand and that 
tongue were moved were caught up together to the clouds on the 
same great day of the nation's jubilee 1 



CHARACTER OF DANIEL WEBSTER. — R. Ch/mie. 

With I he peace of 1 ~lo. his more eheri-bed public labors began; 
and thenceforward has he devoted himself- - the ardor of his civil 
youth, the enc-gies of ins matures!, manhood, the aatuinnal wisdom 
of the ripened years — to the offices of legislation and diplomacy ; 
of preserving the peace, keeping the honor, establishing the bound- 
aries, avid vim Ilea I ire* the neutral rights, of his country ; restoring 
a sound currency, and laying ii.-, leandatiyn sure and deep ; ill up- 
holding public credit ; in promoting foro ; gn commerce and domestic 
industry; in developing our uncounted material resources; giving 
(bo lake and river to trade, and vindicating and intern reting the 
constitution and the law. On all these subjects, on all measures 
practically in any degree affecting them, ho has inscribed his opin- 
ions, and left ibe traces of his hand. Everywhere the philosophi- 
cal and patient statesman and thinker will find that lie has been 
before him, lighting the way, sounding the abyss. 1 i is weighty 
language, his sagaeioas warnings, bis great ma_\.lms of empire, will 



H 03 tcd by Google 



be raised to view, and live to be read when the final catastrophe 
shall lift the granite foundation in fragments from its bed. 

Air. Webster, liy his acts, words, thoughts, or the events of his 
Iifo, associated himself forever in the memory of all of us with 
every historical incident,— or, a.t least, with every historical epoch, 
— with every policy, with every glory, with every great name, and 
fundamenkd institution, and grand or beautiful image, which are 
peculiarly and properly America]?. Lock lack to the planting of 
Plymouth and Jamestown ; to the various scenes of colonial life in 
pence and war ; to the opening and march and close of the Revo- 
lutionary drama ; to the age of the constitution ; to Washington, 
and Franklin, and Adams, and Jchcrson ; fo the whole train of 
nances, from the dlelormalion down ward, which prepared us to bo 
republicans ; to that other train of causes which led us to be union- 
ists; — look round on field, workshop and deck, and hear the music 
of labor rewarded, fed and protected ; look on the bright sisterhood 
of the stales, each sinja'igasascraph in her motion, yet blending in a 
common beam and sweding a common harmony, and there is nothing 
which dees not bring him by some tie to the memory of America. 

We seem lo see bis fori n, and bear his dee;), grave speech, every- 
where, liy some felicity of bis personal life ; by some wise, deep, 
or beautiful word, spoken or written ; by some service of his own, 
or some commemo ration of the services of others, — it has come to 
pass that "our granite bills, our inland seas, and prairies, and 
fresh, unbounded, niagnitiaoni: wilderness ;" our encircling ocean , 
the rock of the Pilgrims ; our new-horn sister of the Pacific; our 
popular assemblies ; our free schools, all cur cherished doctrines of 
education, and of the influence of religion, and material policy and 
law and the constitution, give us back his name. What American 
landscape will you lock on, what subject of AincticLvn interest will 
yon study, what source of hope or of anxiety as an American 
will you acknowledge, that it does not recall him ? 

.1 shall not venture, in this rapid and gc'iend recofeeiion of Air. 
Webster, to attempt to analyze that intellectual power which, all 
admit to have been so extraordinary, or to compare or contrast it 
with the menial greatness of others, in variety or degree, of the 
living or the dead ; or even lo attempt to appreciate exactly, ami 
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in reference to canons of ni't, bis single attribute of eloquence. 
Consider, however, Ihc remarkable phenomenon of excellence in 
three unkindred, one mii'ht have thought incompatible, forms of 
public speech ; that of the forum, with, its double audience of 
bench and jury, of the halls of logi^latiou, ancl of the most thronged 
and tumultuous assemblies of 'the people. 

Consider, further, that this multiform eloquence, exa.etly as his 
words fell, became at once so much accession to permanent litera- 
ture, in the strictest sen* solid, attractive and rich, and ask how 
often in the history of public- life such a thing has been exempli- 
fied. Recall what pervaded all these forms of display, and every 
effort in every form ; — that union of naked intellect in its largest 
measure, which penetrates to the exact truth of the matter in 
hand by intuition or by inference, and discerns everything which 
may make it intelligible, probable and credible, io another, with an 
emotional and moral nature profound, passionate, and ready to 
kindle, and with imagination enough to supply a hundred- fold 
more of illustration and aggrandizement than his taste sullbred 
him to accept; that union of greatness of soul with depth of heart, 
which made his speaking almost more an exhibition of character 
than of mere genius ; the style not merely pore, clear Saxon, but 
SO constructed, so numerous lis far as becomes prose, so forcible, so 
abounding in unlabored felicities, the words so choice, the epithet 
so pictured, the matter absolute truth, or the most exact and 
spacious resemblance the human wit can devise; the treatment 
of the subject, if you have regard to the kind of truth he had to 
handle, — political, ethical, legal, - as deep, as complete, as Paley's, 
or Locke's, or liutlors. or Alexander Hamilton's, of their subjects. 
yet that depth and that completeness of sense, made transparent as 
though crystal waters, all em'-'Odicd in harmonious or wcJl-eomposed 
periods, — raised on winged language, vivified, fused,' and poured 
along in a tide of emotion fervid, and incapable to be withstood. 

T should indicate it as an influence of his life, nets and opinions, 
that it was in an extraordinary degree uniformly ;;ud liberally con- 
servative. He saw with vision as of a. prophet that if our system 
of united government can be maintained till a nationality shall lie 
31* 
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generated of duo intensity and due comprehension, a glory indeed 
millennial, a progress without end, a triumph of humanity hitherto 

Standing on the rock of Plymouth, he bid distant generations 
hail; and saw them rising, " demanding lire, impatient from the 
skies," from what then were " fresh, unbounded, magnificent wil- 
dernesses," from the shore of the great, tranquil sea, not yet become 
ours. But observe to what he welcomes them, by what lie would 
bless them. Tt is to " good government." It is to " treasures of 
science and Julians of learning." It is to the "sweets of domes- 
tic life, the immeasurable good of a rational existence, the immor- 
tal hopes of Clinjthmih', (.he light of everlasting truth." 

It will he happy if tin; wisdom ami temper of his administration 
of our foreign affairs shall preside in the time which is at hand. 
Sobered, instructed by the examples and warnings of all the past, 
lie yet gathered from the study and comparison of all the eras that 
there is a silent progress of the race, without pause, without haste, 
without return, to which the counscllings of history are to be 
accommodated by a wise philosophy. More than, or as much as, 
that of any of our public characters, bis statesmanship was one 
which recognized a Europe, an Old World, but yet grasped the cap- 
ital idea of the Amevieau position, :w.<} deduced from It the whole 
fashion and color of its policy; which discerned that wo are to 
play a high part in human affairs, but discerned, also, what part it 
'is, — peculiar, distant, distinet and grand, [is our hemisphere; an 
influence, not a contact, — the stage, the drama, the catastrophe, 
all but tho audience, all our own; and if ever he felt himself 
at a loss, he eoi lilted reverently the genius of Washington. 

Among the eulogists who have just uttered tho eloquent sorrow 
of England at the death of tho Great Duke, one has employed an 
image and an idea which I venture to modify and appropriate. 

" The Northmen's image of death is finer than that of other 
climes; no skeleton, but, a gigantic ligure, that envelops men 
within the massive folds of its dark garment. Webster seems so 
enshrouded from us, as the last of the mighty three, themselves 
following a mighty scries, the greatest closing the procession. 
The robe draws round him, and the era is past." 
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Yet how much there is which that all-ample (old kii all not hide! 
The recorded wisdom, the great example, the assured immortality. 
They speak of monuments : 

'■ Nothing can cover hia high fame but Heaven. 
No pyramid seta off his memorial: 
But the eternal substance of Ms greatness ; 



Til]-; nACEWOODtttilN.— A. Swlingame. 

Tin: great spirit of the backwoods has been felt in our country's 
destiny. We have heard its manly eloquence in Congress, where 
it has sometimes seized with rude hand the sceptre of power. 
Give it a more cultivated intelligence, impress it with a higlier 
morality, and it will breathe its thoughts round the world in lan- 
guage worthy of Milton, Chatham and Shakspeare. 

I have spoken warmly of the backwoodsmen, for I eould do no 
otherwise. Their strong arms shielded my boyhood, and my 
memory is full of their wild border tales. The bold lines of their 
character are fast fading out. They themselves are falling like 
autumn leaves. In a few more years "the places which now 
know them shall know them no more forever." Already tho 
sound of the settler's axe and the hunter's rifle grows fainter in the 
forest. 'The " voya.uBur's " songs have died away from our western 
waters. Gone, too, are the " rangers of the woods," with their 
bright eyes and irrepressible spirits ; and the poor Indians, those 
down-trodden children of nature, are pressing with their flying 
feet the leaves of a still more distant wilderness. The railroad 
track has obliterated the Indian trail, and the iron horse awakens 
new echoes in the forest. Upon the broad foundations kid by the 
hardy woodsmen in the midst of unutterable sorrows, and along 
the huge paths beaten by buffaloes' hoofs before the courage of 
man struggled with the wilderness, there has sprung up a civiliza- 
tion, which, for energy and magnificence, is without a parallel in 
the world's history. It outruns the imagination of the poet, who 
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"A thousand years seni-en sijrve tu form a state." 

In our time, states are born of the wild wood in a day, with 
rights the Romans never knew, and clothed with more than the 
thunders of Olympian Jove. ! little thought Boone and a few 
Straggling hunters, as they passed through the gap of the Allegha- 
niis, long .ago, and hid themselves in the reeds fringing the great 
rivers of the west, that they were the van of a mighty empire. 
Little thought Dr. Cutler, when he went forth from Beverly, in 
Massachusetts, and first settled in Ohio, that the first spot whero 
his feet should find rest would become the home of commerce, and 
the birth-place of ships swifter and grander than those which 
went forth annually from his early home to Uie land of the orient. 
Little thought the brave men who filled the valleys of the Mus- 
kingum, the Maumee, (lie Wabash, and the Kaskaskias, that ere 
the grass would grow green uj>on l-hcir graves, mighty cities would 
spring up where the wolf howled; that the Christian's shining 
cross would sand where i lie .Indian told hi-, love and breathed his 
prayer to the offended Manito; that the lakes, so calm, so still, 
more beautiful than the blue sea beyond the pillars of Hercules, 
would whiten with sails, and literally murmur with the rush of 
keels; that the rivers upon which they gazed in silent wonder, 
whose sources wore away in hills beyond the regions of (heir imag- 
inations, would bear on their bosoms the rich argosies of ten mil- 
lions of people ; and thai stem a boats, not then born hi the brain 
of their Inventor, would go roaring down their waters with a thou- 
sand men on their docks. These things I hey have seen, — we have 
seen. They are more like magie, or the dream of some fairy title, 
than like reality. Yet still the mighty stream of emigration pours 
westward. "At first a little rivulet winding its way through some 
beautiful valley, now fed by a thousand springs welling up the 
wayside, anon increased by other rills mingling with its smiling 
waters, it has flowed on, and l.'ol'ed onward, widening; and deepen- 
ing its channel, until now it laves with its rising flood the base of 
the stony mountains," Ay, it has overleaped them, and this day 
pours its wild torrent of living, breathing humanity upon the far- 
off shores of the peaceful Pacific. The star of empire has passed 
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the Atlantic slope, and now stands glittering above the summit of 
the Alleghanies. In a few more years it will have sped its way 
to the regions of the setting sun ; for true is it now, as in the days 
of Bishop Berkeley, that 

"Westiwud t!ii) raursc (li'trnpirc tulios its way." 



THE EXPERIMENT OF SELF-GOVERNMENT. — /. P. Sale. 

We live in a remarkable age of tlie world. And it would seem, 
casting our eyes back, by the aid of history, over the long vista, of 
ages that are past, as if the Divine Buler had said that he would 
not forever be wearied with tho importunities of man for liberty; 
but that here he would make the best experiment. And, as if to 
render everything favorable for the fullest and fairest experiment 
to exhibit the capacity of man for self-government, in the fulness 
of time the eye of science disclosed a new continent, to which the 
lovers of liberty could resort, to lay deep tiie foundations of the 
templo of liberty that they were about to erect. 

It is a great mistake to say that the experiment lias succeeded. 
It has not yet succeeded. We are now making it. We are now 
trying it. Why, the old men of the Revolution, thank God ! have 
not all gone down to their graves in peace. And shall we pre- 
sumptuously boast, and say that we have succeeded in the great 
experiment which has baffled the ingenuity and the piety of men 
in all the ages that have gone before as ? No, my friends ! It 
has devolved upon us, with all the lights of a new era shining 

U p 0n ns, with the friends of civil and religious liberty, the world 

over, watching with painful interest every step of our progress, — 
to decide for ourselves and the world whether man is capable of 
self-government. And if we fail, we fail not alone for ourselves, 
but for those thai shall come after us. 

When, in the progress of ages, tho traveller from distant dimes 
and shores shall visit the places we now occupy, shall that traveller 
of some future century, like him that now wanders over the plains 
of Greece, find his interest only kept alive because he is wandering 
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amidst the mon-,uoci.'..s of a liberty thai is dead, a patriotism that 
is departed, and a virtue tli.it- is gone ? Or shall it be that ho is 
doubly interested boeau-e lie finds living lien 1 , fresh and perennial, 
tlic streams of liberty and of Irnth ? Toese Lire questions that wo 
may ask to-day. The answer is with the future. 

If we were to undertake to compare ourselves with our fathers, 
— we are fond of saying it is a progressive age, and that we are a 
progressive people, bul if wo ware to uu kriako toci^npai',.: emselves 
with the old men of the .I'nivoiiition, arl.er [lie most liberal allowances 
ihat self-love could suggest, how would tlio account, stand ? Have 
wo improved upon ihcir ideas of liberty of thought, and of inde- 
pendence of private judgment, which coal,' daud una wed before the 
face of power, and announce deliberately the possession of a pro- 
scribed opinion agalnsi. which ike [leualty of death was denounced, 
and then declare that, sueh conduct as that opinion demanded and 
that laith rei|uircd should be pursued at any inward and at every 
peril? It is true, my friends, that we have no dread sovereign 
king interposing his royal prerogative as a terror against the ex- 
pression of our friii: thoughts. DiH let us not (latter ourselves that 
kings are the only foes that stand in the way of free principles. 

Tt is not to be denied, and it is not to be winked out of sight., that 
there are adverse influences at, woe', in our midst to-day. We havo 
not realized the full idea of our fathers. We have not fully come 
up to the idea that the great rights ibr which they nobly contended 
wore maintained by i.liem because they were conferred by God ; 
not because they were the gift of any govern nteiit, of any prince, of 
any potentate, bul, were inalienable in man. We havo failed to 
come up to that. I do not' propose to call away your thoughts 
ami re I lectio us from the joy which the return of such an anniver- 
sary should occasion in every breast ; and, therefore, will leave this 
subject, expressing a confident hope and a firm faith that the mist 
which may for a time envelop, and the clouds which may tempo- 
rarily hover around the beams of liberty, shall burst away. The 
oye of faith can already we a, dawning of a more glorious sun that 
is about rising to illuminate the whole heavens. The ear of faith 
can already hear the shouts of the thousands that shall go up to 
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heaven when this pviiici^Ios of the Declaration of American Inde- 
pendence shall have o.viu-Tiul their bifueueos hroadcast us tile glo- 
rious light of heaven in which we to-day rejoice ! 



HE^TANai-, TO Ori'liJ^SIOW IX ITS lUJDIUESTi. — i>. WtU-tir. 

Every encroachment, great or small, is important enough to 
awaken the attenlion ol' those, who are intrusted with the preserva- 
tion of a constii.utional tiovcriiincut. "We are .not to wait ril! grout 
public mischief* conic, till the government is overthrown, or liberty 
itself put in extreme jeopardy. We should not be worthy sons of 
oar fathers, were we so to regard great i"]ucst r ons aiTocting the general 
freedom. Those fathers accomplice;] the Revolution on a strict 
question of principle. The Parliament of Great llritain assorted 
a right to tax the colonics in all. onsen whatsoever; and it was pre- 
cisely on this question that they made the Revolution, turn. The 
amount of taxation was trilling. but the claim itself was incon- 
sistent with liberty ; and that was, in their eyes, enough. It was 
against the recital of an act of Parliament, rather than against any 
suffering under its enactments, that they took up arms. They 
went to war against a preamble. They fought seven years against 
a declaration. They poured out their treasures and their blood 
like water, in a contest, in opposition to an assertion, which those 
less sagacious and not so well schooled in the principles of civil 
liberty would have regarded ;is barren phraseology, or mere parade 
of words. They saw in the claim of the llritish Parliament a sem- 
inal principle of mischief (lie germ of unjust power; they doteetcd 
it, dragged it forth from underneath its plausible disguises, struck 
at it, nor did it elude either their steady eye, or their well-directed 
blow, till they had extirpated and destroyed it, to the smallest 
fibre. On this question of principle, while actual suffering was 
yet afar off, they raised their flag against a power to which, for 
purposes of foreign co^uest and subjugation, Rome, in the height 
of her glory, is not to be compared ; a power which has dotted 
over the surface of the whole globe with her possessions and niili- 
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tary posts; whose morning drum-beat, following the sun, and 
keeping company with the hours, circles the earth daily with one 
continuous and unbroken strain of the martial aire of England ' 



WASHINGTON'S FAREWELL ADDKESS. — E. Evmtt. 
That address was the most carefully prepared product of a 
mind from which nothing crude or ill-ron-idcrcd ever went forth, 
— the maturcst result of his life-long experience. At the close, 
as he believed, of his political and military career, having fought 
through two great wars, one of which ended in establishing the 
independence of his country, having in posts of high responsibility 
assisted in bringing about two organic changes of government, — 
having been twice unanimously called to the chief magistracy, and 
about to withdraw from office for the last time, and, as he thought. 
forever, into that beloved retirement, as he called it, which he so 
earnestly coveted, ho gave to the people of the United States tho 
last counsels, as he calls them, in language I can never repeat 
without emotion, " of an old and affectionate friend." You have 
read it a thousand times. You placo it in the hands of your chil- 
dren. You appreciate as you ought those last words of wisdom 
and love which gushed from that noble heart but a few years 
before it ceased to beat forever. 

And what is the leading advice of this over-memorable address ? 
Is it not ADHEBBHCB to this Union ? I believe, if its pages were 
counted, a full fourth part of it would be found devoted to this 
theme. Ho tells us to watch over its preservation with the most 
jealous anxiety. As to love of liberty, which you might suppose 
would be the principal topic in an address from one who had 
devoted his life to promote it, there is but a single sentence, a 
couple of lines, — he just alludes to it as an indwelling sentiment 
of the American heart which needs no recommendation from him. 
As for the preservation of state rights, which forms so loading a 
topic in modern systems of policy, I believe that Washington does 
not so much as allude to them. I think he docs not name them 
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— not that he undervalued state rights, but he knew there were 
centrifagal tendencies enough in so large a body of states for their 
preservation. No, gentlemen, it is union, union, union — the first, 
the bat, the constant strain of this immortal address. 

What could my poor voice add, if I were presumptuous enough 
to attempt to do it, to the parting counsels of Washington ? If 
their influence ceases to be felt, it is not because Washington is 
dead, bat because wo are dead and cold, buried in the grave of 
criminal indifference and apathy, absorbed in the gilded cares of 
that prosperity which we enjoy under the constitution which he 
did so much to procure for us, — or, what is worse, misled by 
prejudice, by false theories of government, by imaginary sectional 
interests, or, still worse, blinded by party and maddened by fac- 
tion. It is time for every man to utter his voice in accordance 
with the parting voice of Washington. I know it is said, and by 
many excellent and patriotic, but, as I think, greatly-mistaken 
citizens, that the "Union is not seriously threatened, that the alarm 
is factitious, that the danger is wholly imaginary, or greatly over- 
rated. I wish I could think so; but I must say that, in tho 
result of all the anxious inquiry I have been able to make, I have 
come to the conclusion that the Union is in great danger. I am 
not so much moved by the acts of organized bodies, of legislatures, 
of conventions, or by acts of riot, disorder and lawlessness, in any 
part of the country. These things carry with them their own 
corrective, to a certain extent, in the North and South. I know 
how much has been done by excellent and patriotic citizens of the 
South to stay the disaffection to the Union in that quarter. I am 
not so much led to the opinion I have expressed by public acts 
and demonstrations, as I am most deeply grieved by symptoms I 
have seen, in both extremes of the country, of a deep feeling of bit- 
terness and ill-will, a spirit of denunciation of the motives, charac- 
ter and policy, of the opposite sections of the Union, and of all at 
home who are suspected of having any charity or sympathy with 
their fellow-citizens at a distance. This, sir, is what grieves and 
alarms me Why, if the several portions of the country belonged 
to different nations, - if they were alien in language, in religion 
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and in race, — if they were sworn, like Hannibal at the altar, to 
wage a war of dosi ruction upsiisr-t. each other, t. hey could not use 
stronger ov more bitter language (ban I have road within a few 
weeks, by men, both at the North and the South, who entertain 
extreme opinions on the agitating subjoins of the day. I say it is 
this which gives mo the greatest alarm for the continuance of the 
Union. The outward facts are but. the manifestation of the spirit 
of disaffection and bittorne-s which, if not checked, sooner or later, 
or, rather, very .soon, will oauso the L'niou to crumble. 

I am not an alarmist ; I never have been. If I may allude to 
a matter so unimportant, I would say that, in all my humble 
addresses to the public, I have ever looted on the bright side in 
reference to the future of America, But if there is to be no relax- 
ation of those unkind ieclings between the different set/lions of the 
country, — if men will not make up their minds to live in good 
feeling and good fhil.h under the constitution and the laws — that 
constitution which was framed by our fathers, as good, as wise, as 
patriotic as ourselves, and under which the country has enjoyed a 
degree of prosperity unexampled in the world, — if they will go 
on indulging this fierce spirit of mutu.id hostillly, it will, at no dis- 
tant day, result in a separation of the states, to be followed by a 
war, or, rather, a series of wars, which will change the aspect of 
this country, and injuriously affect the cause of constitutional 
liberty forever. I do regard it as demonstrable that, in the event 
of a separation of Ibis Gnion, as curtain as the sun in heaven in 
mid-day, .that the sun of the republic will go down from the 
meridian and set in blood. I know that some persons of sanguine 
temperament, dallying, as I think, unwarrantably with these dread- 
fill futurities, have persuaded themselves that it would only be a 
change of two confederacies instead of one, and that in other respects 
all would go on much as it did before. Sir, t am very loth to 
enter into any speculations of this kind, on one side or the other; 
but, in my humble judgment, there will not be two confederacies, 
nor any confederacies, bill as many despotic governments as, in the 
chances of conquest and re-concjuest, military chieftains may be 
able and willing to establish. Gentlemen, let Germany teach us, 
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How did she come out of the chaos of the dark ages, after a thou- 
sand years of internecine war 1 Did she come out with two or 
three confederacies ? Gentlemen, she counted more than three hun- 
dred Independent principalities, as they called themselves, but all 
lying at the mercy of the nearest despot and the strongest army. 

I presume not to look into that dark abyss. I turn from it 
with tho same horror, a thousand-fold increased, that I felt when 
in my youth I was surprised on the black and calcined edge of the 
crater of Vesuvius, when the sides of the mountain were already 
quivering with the convulsive throes of an approaching eruption. 
To attompt to give Ibi-m and outline, to measure the force, to calcu- 
late the direction of the molten elements, boiling and bellowing in 
the fiery gulf below, and just ready to be let loose by the hand of 
God on this pathway of destruction, would be as unavailing and 
presumptuous in the political as it is in the natural world. One 
thing, however, I think, is certain. We talk of the separation of 
these states, assuming that they would still remain the states which 
they now are, — but I think it is curtain as demonstration, that their 
ancient sacred boundaries, founded, in many cases, not at all on featr 
urea of physical geography, running, as tliey do, in open defiance of 
the mountains and rivers, drawn without the slightest regard to mil- 
itary defence, as if it, were the design of Providence that we should 
bo bound together, not by material barriers, but by the cords of 
love, — boundaries resting on cleaners, mi prescription and agree- 
ment, and rendered at last sacred by the constitution and union of 
the United States,— I think it is certain that some of those bound- 
aries would fall the first sacrifice to a separation of the Union. Do 
you suppose, sir, that thirty-one states, when the constitutional ties 
which now bind them are broken, and when this now scramble for 
separate power shall begin, are going to pay strict regard to those 
unseen and mystical in trench meeds within which stout little Rhode 
Island — which, in comparison with some oilier states, is rather a 
cornfield or a flower -garden than a state — lies as safely fortified 
as your own imperial Kuw York, which holds the Hudson in the 
hollow of her hand, and extends her colossal limbs from the lakes 
to tho ocean? When the Union is dissolved, do you think that 
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holy constitutional spell will remain unbroken which prevents your 
powerful neighbor, Pennsylvania, enthroned upon the Alleghanies, 
with the broad Susquehanna for her sparkling cincture, and tha 
twin tributaries of the Ohio for the silver fillets of her temples, 
from raising so much as a linger agiiins; galbmt little Delaware, 
which nestles securely within the fringes of the gorgeous robe of 
her queenly sister ? 



TEE JUDICIARY.— W. E. Clumnmg. 

Theee is one branch of govern men I which we hold in high ven- 
eration, which we account an unspeakable blessing. We refer to 
the judiciary. From this tribunal, as from a sacred oracle, go 
forth the responses of justiee. 

To us there is nothing in the whole fabric of civil institutions so 
interesting and imposing as this impartial and authoritativo expo- 
sition of the principles of moral legislation. The administration 
of justiee in this country, where the judge, without a guard, with- 
out a soldier, without pomp, decides upon the dearest interests of 
the citizen, trusting chiefly to the moral sentiment of the commu- 
nity for the execution of his decrees, is the most beautiful and 
encouraging aspect under which our government can be viewed. 
We Tepeat it, there is nothing in public affairs so venerable as the 
voice of justice speaking through her delega.led ministers, reaching 
and subduing the high as well as the low, setting a defence around 
the splendid mansion of wealth and the lowly hut of poverty, 
repressing wrong, vindicating innex-ctice, humbling the oppressor, 
anil publishing the rights of human nature to every human being. 

Wc confess that we often turn with pain and humiliation from 
tho hall of Congress, where wc see the legislator forgetting the 
majesty of his 1'unetioii, forgetting his relation to a vast and grow- 
ing community, and sacrificing to his parly or to himself the public 
weal ; and it comforts us to turn to the court of justice, where the 
dispenser of the laws, shutting his ear against all solicitations of 
friendship or interest, dissolving, !br a time, every private tie, for- 
getting public opinion, and withstanding public feeling, asks only 
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what is bight. To our courts, the resorts and refuge of weakness 
ami imiocenee, we loot; with hope and joy. We boast; with a vir- 
tuous pride, that no breath of corruption has as yet tainted their 

pure air. To this departments cannot :.i.-:erib;r too muoh import- 
ance. Over this we cannot watch too jealously. Every eueroaoh- 
ment on it?, independence wc should n:s;>nt and repel, as tlic chief 
wrong our country can sustain. Woo, woo to the impious hand 
which would shako this most sacred and precious column of the . 
social edifice ! 



AN APPEAL FOE UNION. — J. McDowell. 

Give us but a part of that devotion which glowed in the heart 

of the younger Pitt, and of our own elder Adams, who, in the 

midst of their ayonics, 'ergot not the countries they had lived for, 
but mingled with the spasms of their dybig hour a hist and implor- 
ing appeal to the I'arcnt of all mercies, time ho would remember, in 
c.cnial !>l::ssings. the bmd of their birth, ■— give us their devotion, 
■ - give us that, of the young enthusiast of d'aris, who, listening to 
Mirabcau in one of his surpassing vindications of human rights, 
and seeing him fall from his stand, dying, as a physician pro- 
claimed, for the want of blood, rushed to the spot, and, as ho bent 
over the expiring man, bared his arm for the lancet, and cried 
again and again, with impassioned voice, " Here, take it,. — 0, take 
it from me! let mo die, so that .M.irabeau and the liberties of my 
country may not perish '. " Give us something only of such a love 
of country, and we are safe, forever safe; the troubles which 
shadow over and oppress us now will pass away like a summer 
cloud ; the fatal element of all our discord will be removed from 
among us. 

It is said, sir, that at some dark hour of our Revolutionary con- 
test, when army after army had been lost, when, dispirited, beaten, 
wretched, the heart of the boldest and failhfullost died within 
them, and all, for an instant, seemed conquered, except the uncon- 
querable soul of our father- chief, — it is said that at that moment, 
rising above all the auguries around him, and buoyed up by 
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the inspiration of his immortal work for all the trials it could 
bring, lie moused anew tin; sunken spirit of hi* associates by this 
confident and daring declaration : " Scrip me (said he) of the 
dejected and suffering remnant of my army, take from ine all that 
I have left, leave me but a banner, give mo bur tins means to plant 
it upon the mountains of West Augusta, and I will yet draw 
around me the men who shall lift up their bleeding country from 
the dust, and set her free ! " Give to me, who am a son and rep- 
resentative of the same West Augusta,— give to me as a banner 
the propitious measure I have endeavored to support, help me to 
plant it upon this mountain-top of our nar.ienai power, and the land 
of \\ aihington, undivided and unbroken, will be our kind, and the 
land of our children's children forever ! So help mc to do this at 
this hour, and, generations hence, some future son of the South, 
standing where T skua.', in the midst of our '.igLbiaito successors, 
will bless, and praise, and (hank God that ke, too, etui say of them, 
as I of you, and of all around me, These, those are my brethren, 
and, 0, this, this too, is my country ! 



ADDRESS TO THE CITIZENS OF LlMXi.TUX. - E. H. Kellogg. 

Borne away by emotions not to be repressed, we can scarcely 
do more (linn i'"eni.l;a(o you on your good ibrrune, Tf;;iipv men! 
you have in your veins the blood, and in your keeping (lie graves. 
of the first martyrs to the great cause. Their glorious slumbers 
bless this quiet vale. But that cause poured its (ado of blessings 
over a wider field than Concord,— on other heads than those of their 
children. In the full and abounding fruition of those blessings, 
we appear here, to-day, to join you in paying homage to the spot 
and the memory of those whoso deaths hallow it. The same filial 
piety that leads you to observe the day brings us here to join you. 
Indeed, sir, you can hardly appropriate: ilie glorious lineage exclu- 
sively to yourselves. Opportunity did not serve oar ancestors all 
alike. But your fathers did not raise the battlo-shout on that 
morning in firmer or fiercer tones than it was echoed back from 
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tie hearts of our fallen, resident in other and more distant pits 
of lie Mate. All hearts leaped alike to tke field, though all hands 
did not olose with the Foe in the fight. Sir, thee holds of Con- 
cord and Leiington expand, as I am contemplating them, to the 
fnll dimensions of Massachusetts. The hearts of all her sons, 
seventy-five jears ago, beat responsive to those in Concord. And 
,o, I most he allowed to believe, does the chord that you strike 
here to-day vibrate throughout the same wide limits. Whether 
we live on that cape that stretches her mighty arm so far into the 
sea, or within the charmed circle of Faneuil Hall's innuenoc, or 
whether we live in the great central county, or in the velvet vale 
of the queen of New England wafers, or breathe the air of my own 
dear mountain land, —however distant our abodes, we woulu this 
day how with you around this early altar of our country's freedom, 
with equal gratitude to those who consecrated it, and to God who 
so abundantly blessed their cause. 

The great volume of history does not present an instance of 
more neblo services in behalf of other states than that of Massa- 
chusott. affords. The fight wo celebrate was not begnu for Con- 
corf, but the country. It was but a few short months after the 
event before the last foot of the invaders left our state forever. 
But did Massachusetts halt on her borders, when she found her 
own soil free ? Nol For seven long years, wherever the front 
of battle lowered darkest, there was she found in numbers and m 
spirit in the foremost ranks of the Revolutionary army. Around 
the Green Mountain lakes, on the banks of the Hudson, the Dela- 
ware or the Susquehanna, on the plains of Virginia or the savannas 
of the South, — on whatever part of one country the power of 
England descended, there she bared her breast to the shock. 
When tho country found itself incapable of oiertion, almost moapa- 
ble of defence, under the old confedoration of independent states, 
she waived her state pride, and contributed the wisdom of her 
Kings, her Qerrys, her Gorhams, and Strongs, to tho establish- 
ment of the present political fabric - the wonder of the world. 
Coder that Union sho has eihibited the same patriotism with 
which she led tho states through the weary way of the Revolution. 
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Of AMERICAN ULQijC r'NCK. 



THE SHIP OP STATE. — W. P. Lunt. 
Break up the Union of tlu'no States, becEiuse there arc acknowl- 
edged evils in our system ! Suppose the fatal blow wore struck, 
would the evils and mischiefs that would be experienced by 
those who sire actuary members of this vast rcpublioan community 
be all that would ensue? Certainly not. We are connected 
with the several nations and races of the world n« no oilier people 
has. ever lioon connected. We have opened our door;;, and invited 
emigration to our soil from all lands. Our invitation has been 
accepted. We are in this way teaching the world a great lesson. 
It. may safely be asserted that, this Union could not be dissolved 
without disarranging and convulsing every par! of the globe. Not 
in the indulgence of a vain eoiitidcnee did our (lit hers build the 
ship of state, and launch it upon the waters. Wc will exclaim, in 
the noble words of one of our poets : 

"Thou, too, sail on, ship of state ! 
Sail on, Union, strong and great ! 
Humanity with all its fears, 
With all the hopes of future ycara, 
Is hanging breathless on thy fate ! 
"We know what master laid lay keel, 
What workmen wrought thy ribs of steel, 
Who miiilc rawjli must, and sail, und rope, 
"What anvils rang, what hammers beat. 
In what a, forge and what a heat- 
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope ! 
1'car not e;ich -udili-ii m™ and shock, — 
'T is of the wave and not the rock ; 
'lis but the flapping of the sail, 
A od nor. a rent made by the gale • 
In spile of rook and tempest roar. 
In spite of false lights on the shore, 
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea ! 
Our heiirts, our hopes, arc all with thee. 
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 
Our faith triumphant o'er our feara, 
Arc all with thee, — are all with thee I " 
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APPENDIX. 



JECMRMM OE INDEPEKDEKCE. 

V,!:r:v, iii the 'run-'!; ':■!' human events, i". ).'[ e-;"ics r.oeefse.ry fi'l' one people 
fc> dissolve tin: political hands rvliich have connected their, lyith another, nil 
to assume runojjg tin: |»wrrs iif tho eini i:u; su^ii'iiiis and ei|irat station l.o 

l.i.i tin! opinions of mankind requires that thoy saonhl deelare the onuses which 
impel them to tho separation. 

We hold the;,e truths to he fell- evident, tiiai nil men m-eereatcd r.-(oaI; t:in.t 
they are endowed liy cli-::ii- i'leah: r ■'. ::h coil a in una liiainl.h! r i .■;■■ I tp ; that among 
these are life, liberty, a.nd the pursuit of luippiuos-s. That, to soci.ire those 
rl«-li;;, ;:;ci crneic;/ : a.o hi- looted a 'Lai- nrn, :!eri. iai." tiicir j.i-t pov.ora. from 
tin; couser.t of the jo.ivcired; ibid, v.-'ienover any -.11:1 of government loeonioa 
destructive ■■■!' chij-i.- end-, it is the lioht of the pevple to alter or Lo abolish it, 

11 ".J to ir.slilnti'. :i nr'.v iriiveirei ml. lnyhi;; its li cation 1.11 so.;'-i prhic'.pies, 

and urjraniidi!:; in ponors in such limn, a-, to thei:l snail ffe:u most liki'Iy to 
ctti'Ct their safety and happiness. Prj.hr.re, indeed, y.ill da'tatc that jruvern- 
itnints limjj csiablislicd should not ho chani'Od for liifhl and transient causes ; 
a.'J, aeroidoiidy, id I evporior.ee hath sloiva that mil! kind arc more disposed 
to suffer, ivhile evils are .-inferable, Ihan to rijjit tliemsiilvcs liy abod-dihor l!:e 
forms Lo v.-liich thoy are iicc-n-iomcd. Hut. iihen jj. long irain of abuses and 
usurpations, psrsn -^ i n y ai ■ i l.iT y file same olji-ol, ei iiieci a design t,n reduce 
then] under aliTilnie despotism, it is iheir right, it i.-. their duty, m l.hroiv elf 
f.itdi ;;■:>! IM-Jiljiuu I:, and lu provide noir guards fir their future security. Shlcb 
ha- : . . ■ ■ -li 1 1 "1 ■- ■ patient -ola-raiice i.f I liose inooiiiiis, and such is il.iv Hie necessity 
which ceiisliains Uieui lo alio:- l-hoir dinner syshans of rrovernniont. The his- 
hay of the occ.imt lih'.ir of liivir. Ihiliio-. ;■; a -:i->:y of repealed injuries ar.d 
r-nrpali 11s, all ].;;■, in- "hi ;li"i el -.,1 .j- -.1 I he establishment 0: an absuliJc tyranny 
over ;l.cse slates. 'J.'o pro-, ;; II, is, [el. I'acL- ij;: -nbini. Led in a candid ivorl'I : 

.Me lias rcfu.-.od bis absent to laws the most vvhuleaome and necessary tor tao 
publio good. 

lie has fnrhiihlen hi. -over:i..rs to pa-! a:;vs of innnedjate and pressin.'- inl- 

portanoe, uuless si;sn lid in their ..;.<! ra.tii n li:l ids assent s: "in I Ije ohtainedj 

and, Hben so suspended, lie has utlerfy ueijecied \a a I '.end to them. 

tie has refaaed to pas; el her law - for tho aee- man da:ii.a of lor;;' ids- i-i-.-i -i o: 

[jenple, unless those y.eo;.le -.■,:. ill I -■. :i "-h t : e rij! 1 of n.oiesi utal.ioii in l-tio 

lo^islal.uro; a. li.d.l ino-'innihlc lo l.hciu, aril o.iri: I;: lee t, ; tyrants only. 

.lie has called l...io.-.hia- h-.ai-l.r.ive l.edioe a[ |mo:os inuisua.l, uneoinfortal.ile, 
and distant from the depository of their nuhlie ivc-i.i-.Js. f,„ tirn side purpose of 
fu.1 ijriiing til. in into onaiplin.aee ivilii liis rneasHroi. 
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lie has dis-i.d-.cd rcpri'sonrnliio linuses repco:o.'.!v, i'or oopo-ira, with manly 
Eminem, his ir.iasions mi (lie l-i-ln.-a .f l'.li: p^.-.j.lo. " 

lie has refused, ;, jr a l.-.j.:; Lime niter such tliwiihitiijiH, to causo others to 
In: liteutedi whereby the legislative powers, ii.cn pablo of annihilation, have 
rocarncii l.n tin' people ilL large j;.r tni'lr cveroisc; r.bc stall! reninhiing. in (j,(. 

mono time, exposed ro ail :.l.c l.uiyr of iii.iis! .n ti ni.a.ui. ;>■ ■> , ..,"'■, ; ,|-i, ,■■• 

within. 

Hi; has endeavored io prevent the t'u;n iiiii of ibe-e states; Tor that pur- 

I'-r.-sri, obstructing tile laws for noturulualion of fi.yeignors; rei'usii:;; I;, pass 

1 it. !l (il'S tM CllCOliiayierhcir l:u al! ,!i,,;; hUhd', aild , ;: |,:; ,■ .. -J |i: , ,,..,[:- j, , ,.;,,,,■ 
l!pplopl ml .n.i uf lands. 

Jlc lisi.5 uhstniiiLuil ibe oiunii.isi.rnlion of ju-tiec, by rcfusm" his assent to 

laws fin- esl.ilhltshiite; judiciary powers. 

Ho lias ir.iolo judges dependent on bis 11 ill alone, I'or the tenmo of their 

oflnan ;i.ni.I tin- am; I .111:! j ryn,enl nf cheir salaries. 

Jlc ha.- erected 11 lnultitude'of nine cilices. r.o.i set. hirer Mvaiins of officers 
(j) tni-jss sue people anil cat ■11I i.licir substance. 

Jio ti,i- kept nuiong iis, iii ti;ocs of pcare. standing orioies, without 'be con- 
sent of 0111 legislature. 

lie has affected to icnitcr the military independent of unit superior I ; the 
civil power. 

lie bo.-. combined villi others to subject. 11s to a jiaisilintiioi foreign to our 
oonsl.itutloa, hoc uiiiicknovlcdgcd hy , 1 ,■ |,,, . ,.,..,,,;;,■ .. . ,,,, ,„ . h , ,, . , , 
of 1 01; ten do J legislation : 
For quartering large bodies of armed I [■cops among us : 

lor p :■■■ l.i 'M.i v.- them, by a i;i,ic!i trial, from pum'dunei.t, fbr a". imud'TS 
which they shoohl coiomii or. the iol.o'.it r .s ,r t i 1 . ■ .- r ■ ata-.ea : 
For cutting oft' our trodc will: all purls of the world : 
for imposing loves 011 lis wilhout our consent : 
Voy de|:ri-.iog 11s, in Tiny enseis, I.'' the benefits, of leiu.l In- j.ny; 
J'nr irii osi:. c;i:::; .1. lvvoi:;] sens 1.0 be irin.i f:,r |,ro-on.lcd -il'di :■(■■; ■ 
I'm ol.'.li-liing l-.Iiu lice i.ystr.m of Ijigli.-ib bios in ;i n.-iirhbociug province, 
oslnblislling therein so arbitrary [joviiriiiiiclll. a.inl cnliii;/iio-'irs boundaries «-, 
:i= to ronilcr il- r. once oil i^-amplc a. id III i--r:-uo.c:,r. f.r ii.u-.sil.oin • lbs S;u, ■■ 
nosctatc :■ ill- into thc-c Colouii - : 

I'or taking aivoy ,.i:r ebartcr.s, aboli.sbiu~ our omit valiiiibli! laws, and alter- 
ing In mentidlv I In; [inivars of our gore rum en ts 1 

*'or su-i.eu.lin- our oivn legislni.u.e.s, ar.d ilcebuiLi" tlmuiseh-cs ii:vesseil ivith 
p, nver 01 !cg:s!o.e ;..r us ;■; lib COr';S ivbatsocvcr. 

lie lias aljdicaicd goverrao 0: /■CSC, by line hi ling 11s out of bis pro tec 'ion. 11 mi 
v.s.ging v.iiv i.-iiinst us. 

.Hi' bus |ili[;,..j.;. r , .I,,,,,- .■;.-,,;, ■.,.; ...-. . 1 , ,.,. c:ns;s, busnt ^n: lo'.vos, ouddcs^rovi'd 
l.be lives of cur poople. 

lie is, nt t.hi.s tin ..-, Lruu-.| oiling losesc ainiie.s of foreign n- c re c navies to eom- 

Jilete the i.crks of death, (Icsicntioii and tvrnuiiv, sin ,A\ bea'iui, Mi"! oirciun- 

slunees of cruelly :>i..i pr-ll.iy -osreely | :i iiib.sLl in r'c'jm.s; l.s.i I, ,-,„i- : ■■■,■:, 

and l.olj.lly uiiivoitav lln; br..l ei' s i--\ disod nation. 

Jic has oeiisl-otiieil cur fcllow-i:ii.i:iejis, lakeu oaptiie „ :1 the hi-.»ii seal to 

bear ana, ngohst T.bcir country, io beeoiue tin; e.vscul.: ,s ,,;■ Ihsir Ii', lie- 

and brethren, or is. f;:!i the;;:sidi-cs ],■., i.bcir hands. 

lie has excited doinosl ie iusuiTi.'ci.ioiis oioon^st us ami liss oudeavorcd c.o 
bring oil tin; inhabilia's of ear frontiers :ho nen-iies- lmi"aii savas-es, whose 

Iiaovvu ran of ivarfaro is on urnji.slill; ;[(■:■■ 1 , Ii I' ■■..., ., ■,( 

conditions. 

h: every sbigo of these oppressions ive have, petitioned fir redress in [he 
nois:. innr.olo [Oral.. Oil!' repented |iel.iti"U- ;:ace been uns.v.ered only by 
repeal sd hro-y. A [oiaee nioise e.baraei.er is thu- laarkeil In every rci v,'-ieii 
may daline a tyrant i,s unlit l.o ';.■,.: :lic niler iif a free people. 
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yarned tbeai, fiiiiii lime to una;, of aLtL'uijil.s made lis- their legislature to 
extern! :i.:i aanaiiautaWe jurisilieuon over us. We have rouiinded rheai of the 
oi remittances of oni: eaii;;raiion ma! settlement hero. IV e have appealed to 
Until' native justice aud Di^LiU iaiity, and v.o novo conjured t'-.r-m, hy the tics 
of oar scuiiiuii kiadtod, to disavow those uairfations, ivhicii wouh.1 uLovitahly 
internist our o ameetions anil correspondence. They, [:.,., havo been deaf i.o 
Hie voice of ju-tice jnnl consau;:ai]iil,y. U'e inns'., theref .re, aooaiusee i:i Lac 
ij t. o ■..-.- i I y which iloaDUriecs o.ir separatbn. aad Imlii -.beia. as ivt hold tho rest 

\ EH OF AME11TCA, 

intJK.VI'MtAI: njNfi-l'tJOHHa^rad.lo.l, appeu'iaa; i... the Hapi'joic ,TLal S o of Lho 
world for tho roi'liiad-e of our ialenlion-, il i, in the name a.iiil i;.y tho authority 
of tho Ruoil in... | :li_- nt Ihoso colonics, -ilomalv pablisa and declare, 'I'liat these 
lHiito:! i/oi,,:n;, are, cod ..f ~,;:ii ,.raht to he, l-"ll IMi A.\l) D," .1 i.EJ.'..;N".l Ui.Vf 
STATUS ; tint they are al.i.-.otce.L f-oai all alle^iaiiec to trie lirifeh crown, and 
that all |iolitioa] connection lotv.ccn taeui aad the slal.o if (.Iroal Britain is and 
o.i^-r, to ho t :n;iv.:li-,.lvo.L; ami til at, as J:" 1 1 !■:.!■: AM) I.VJ 'f.J'K.MT N't 
oiTATIlH, thov have full [Hr.vc.' lo levy war, manhole pence, coatract oHilLlicos, 
establish comaieice, a. J :.:, do all ot-.er ael.s. aial shim". i,]r.;^ l.Nlilil'KMIliM 
Ki'ATltt a.av ,..;■ lia/lit do. Aral, tor t":e aipport ..r 1 ;i,i, declaration, vita a 
tirra rclianee on the protection of BIHNK ]'IHIV(l.tl':Xt.]f], W o imituaUy pledge 
to ouch other oas live., oar tor (.noes, and ttr sac-rad honor. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

We tliii people of the United Slates, in order to form a more poifeet union, 

est.s.'olish ia'tiec. jnsiiri; dim.'.-:-/:'- tram jiiillity, provide fur ""■ '■ ■'' 

defence, promote :ho irencral welfare, --- ■ - ■■- ■ ■■ '■ ■ 
OLirso:vos'siid uur posteritv, do oiuab 
the United States of America. 

ARTICLE I. 

L gnu 

tofa 

Sec. 2. The Thiuse of i ■'■ compiled of members chosen 

every -.ee.md vcar bv the neonle of 'ho sevo~.il states, and (ho electors ,11 eaeh 
state' shall hiive tin; qn.rJdaiicns rf.-jnisil.ti fur elect as of l.hc most numerous 
braneii of the Rule T.oaidatui-e. No person sl-::!ll lie ^ representative who 
shall not Love all lined to the :i.;;o of tircuty-live yours, and hcon seven years a 
cid/en o; tin: United States, iujd who shall oof. when (■:■.■■■!.:.;, ho ,111 01I10 ■ir.ir.t 
1 II I I 11 11 011.;::]. IS.epreseiila.liecs and ehcet tines 

shnllbe ap.-.ni-tioooil avici- the several states w-:i-jJi ioil.v lie ii.elulo.l wilhiu 
.Jiis Union, eooordine; :o their respective numbers, hliieh .had hoeeieimmcl 

bv milling t.o the rdiole number of free persons, ioeiiwiie; tl - 1. ■ 1 :■■ -■■■■'■■ 

7100 for a tCLan of roars, , mil c.vo! uiliiij; Indians not taxed, three-Piths oi nil 
(IhiT lar-oiis. 'l']:o actual euiuiiLiiatio;: -hull be rude wiLii": l.hreo years alter 

■he frst ol.iuo of tho Conaaess of tins United stales, ami TO Ion every sr.ose- 

quo.nl lorio of ion veins, in -nob manner as tlioy 'ball by lav,- ilircot. idle 
number of re preventative' shall not csceod ,e:e bo every !bi,-.y i.h,us:i no , L'Ji 
Oiicil stale shall have :i.l. least one rorircsoiiLilive ; o::d, until .-uoh e:;-i:-u! ra- 
tion shall be msuo. Lie ;:iito of Xoiv Hampshire shall 00 eu-.oio.l le eo .use 
tlri- Ve-i-a-bo-lts eiL'lil-, Uiiue.- d-l.l'.l mm l'r ■. i'leiieo lfa-ltim- !-■ one, '■ '.■■■,■■ 
neetieut, live, Xew Vr.rl,- si.v, _\ew .terser four. I'eoasyh men. oi;dd, llel.uvare 
one, \la.rt'!atld six. Virginia ten, Xorlil farolhu:. live, ca.m!b Carolina live, avid 
(les'i-'oa throe. U'lien '. m-eneies happen in the 1epre.e11l.ati.e-. fro-i any slin.e, 
tlie executive aiu-huidv I he:.:.-.!' shall issue writs "f election t" lill snob vaean- 
oics, Tbe House of Kcoreseetatives shall ebouse their speaker and other 
Dlfe-rs : ar.il -bail have Tho s. le uowcv ■.■!' impcuei-moil . 

Seo. 3. 'flic ^evain of the United ^.ai.os. snail he composed of tw > Minat-is 
from oaiih stMo, olio-er. bv the lc:;idatnro i:iesro!; f.r .• 
scnalor shall have o-e veie. i uuneilial.ely otter they r-'Uill ue at.oinolcd Ji. 

,,,;,.,.. UOUSO ,.; LlC Ji":-. Oh:.,!.;,,:,. tilL'T SOII.II 1)0 oividcil US C"1IH. J 0. lulL.V ^ 

inf ths.-e o.a-se-. I ho seats of toe sonal.ors of i.ho iif-t eoi.s, soa.ll be vjeeUal 
at -ho e\]i ; -aL;.n of Ihe seeeiol veav. i,f l.lic se-"i;i elit-s n: I ho ei.noiu,en o: tiu 
fourth year, and oi t.be toinl elass m the eiiiiraij...-. of the .mo j ;e.-, s;> laiit 
one-: I, L. . L -1.17 in: oh-iseli everv -iie.nd y.-ar ; air", if vaiOLiieies be.opeu J a- ruig- 
mrtion. or ethonvise, durmi; roe rcee of iiie leeislai.on of any .-"; t :, Ihe 
ulive thoroufinavioa're i.-ioiioso-y app...inl[oent-i nol.il I e ni-ot nooii.io- el Ihe 
l,;- : -l:i:.iuo, olf./hehoil l.hen till .via- le poison soa I. hi: a 

who shall in;; hove aliaineii the a;re of 1'iirly years, anj been i: ■ e years a 
citizen u:' the l.niLod :-c.i;e:;, aa.l who s! ell n..l, vdien eteeteo, be an iuhe...:il lot 
oi tend state fur wideh be snail be ciioien. Tho Vice-president of tna Umted 
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States fliiiil l).i I.'ivsident of Lhf: Fbucato, bur shall have no vote, wdessj thov lift 
couaby divided. The Senate shall choi'so their other oKie'crs, n.ud also :i presi- 
de] ■ !'"■■ II' Ill I 'I III.' I ' I !!,.■ I !■■,■ , ■■ I ;..,.! .. !■ ,.. , |i In I I f; .. I'M. 

the i-'l:i<!i! (if I' .: 'i :l"l itod *l .lr . 'J i I'. :::il.-;i ■■ . II ■ . v.; !■ .1 ■■ .le. 

power to tiy ilII impeachments. H linn sitlin;; for that par pose, l.hiiv shall be 
.in oa.i.h or affirmation. Hhei, the Pre,ideiii of Mi- bniled Race, is tried, 
the ehief-jii-liue shall preside : And no person shad be convicted without the 
eoneurroiiee (if i.ivo..r:iii-ils nl' the members present, .hiiL-iiiumi in minus of 
iuipes;:bir.c:it sbud 1:1.1. o.;:o:ib faither l.lm.il lunninvij livm olhcc. Liml di^nal- 
ilioiil.hiii I i ho],; mid enjoy any nlliee of honor, trust or | .1 . -:"i r , nndur the butted 
States ; but vie party eonvier.c..i shall nevertheless bo liable ami subject to 

iudiotmeut, trial, judgment and punishment, rding to law. 

Sis:. 4, Tho tilnos, places and liniiukir ol" holding elections for senators and 
ropresoiiti.t.ives, shall in: prescribed In each -Into l'.v l.ho 1 igisli.tlirc tin-roof ; 
but tho Cim-gross may at any l.inui hv law ma.'io or alter such i!', 'Ida (ions, 
extern as in tiie places of choosing senators. The f'ongre.ss ...ball assemble at 
least once ill oven- year, ami saeil meeting shall ho «',; the first Morula}' ill 

Doe ember, a.dcss 'boy sball by law :i|c i dibhrciit day. 

Ski:. 5. ilaeli house shall In' the judge of the clcelbnis, roliirns ami :pialiiioa- 
tions ol' its own members, and a majority iif each shall eol;~Cilul.o a- quorum ill 
iii) business ; bal a smaller number ma.v adjourn Irion day to dav, und may bo 
authorised l.j compel tho a!.l,::iHbi.nce of absent members, in such mummer mill 
umlor .,ech penalties as caeh hoii-.o may provide. J'slch hoel-.e may ilcl.crmhu; 
tho rules of it.- | ■■.-•: codlings, punish il, members tor disorderly behavior, and, 
with the co ne el lie nee oi Uy i-liiirils, expel a member, liieb house .h..:i beep a 
journal of its proei odiugs, and from lime to time pubh.di (.lie -1111111, excepting 
sueh [Kirts as may in their judgment rcouh.: secrecy ; and the yea, ami nays of 
the members of either house on any question drill, at rim des : io of or.o-liftll of 
.those present, lie entered 011 die j.: a: ri i; i.l. Neither boo.,;:, ibn[-ig the session 

of l.'on gross, shad, v /Mi .1 ,f thoig: than il 

days, nor to any olh::r l-l.i.-n lba:l that in which l.ho -,w,.i booses shod be sitting. 
Sue'. IS. Tho senators and representatives ill. id receive a compensation iii.' 
their sev, ice-, to !..■ a-e riahied by law, a.uil paid out of llm l.reasurv of tho 
United Slides, d.iey shall in all eases, c.vccpl trcas.ei, lb-limy, and bi'caeh of 
the pcaee, he privileged bom arrest (luring tiil-ir attendance al the session of 
their respective house-, ami in going to an. I rcl-a-.|,hlg from the same ; and fin- 
ally spore-h or ilebal e i:: cither bouse t'-oy dial. I ■■ |iies: ioced in any other 

place. No senator or lepieseni.a.li-v-e siail', durio.i; the ti.no for ivhieh ho was 
oiec-lod, be a.io„,iu!,::il to any eh d cILiee under tile aid h ■:■ i ! .-.- -I' die .'. ]:.-d Neb'-., 
vdiieh shad hove been eieated, or tho emolli'neol.-. ivhoiva shall have been 
illerea.sed, dur'm,' sueh i.m.o; a:.d no |iorsoi: bo:, ling any ol'bce niu'uiv the United 

States shall i.e a ire- ■-■ : f either bouse iiaiim- ids conriuuaneo in offleQ, 

?uc. 7. All bills hn raising reveio.io ■liull oriirbialc in tho House of Jleprc- 
senliidves - but the donate may [nouiae or cor.ct.r with aiuomlmenls. a.s on 
otlior bills. Every bill which sball 1 an e passed 1.1 m; House .u .1 1 eore s en ta lives 
ami the donate shall, bebne il. becomo :' hue, i;,; i.reseuled Io r'le I'rosldeiit of 
tiic Hi. i led S- ; ,tO:i. II' lie aooioie, he siiii.ll sign it; bat. if net, be shall return 
it, with his obieelioos, I... that house in lvliieli it .-hall bava o- : ;b:i:ed, who shall 
outer tin; objection, at large on their jaiin al, aoo j.roioeil to recorder it. If, 
af'.er sueh .ceO!:-!leial.::ui, :.wo-i birds of l.ho; i.oii:e sbalL agree !..:■ pass the bill, 
it shall be sent, isgoibcr Villi! tee Icijool.ionS; to the other ioioso, bv which it 
shad likewise be r::.-.:r si'ioseil, ami i: ap|.r..ived ly tvo-tilil'ds of that bouse, it 
snail become a [aw. 'Hut h al! sueh oases l.be v.ites of both houses shall be 
lietonoineil i.y yeas ami rays, end the names of the persons voting for and 
against the bill .bail be entered si too j .uriial 0:' each house respectively. If 
liny bill shall not he resumed by the president Mid. in 1.011 .lavs (^undavs 
incepted) ader il shall have been presented io him, the same shall be a law, 
in like manner as ii In: bad signed it, uuiess the Congress by their adjournment 
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mictions preHOribed in the case of a. Ml. 

., -. T:- iV„,v,:.. -h:!l Liv.! f»«r'. To lay =ui,l ete. 

:: ',. , ■ .,,!,;,.■■■ , ; ■)■.: ;"-::-l 3 .a, bul all iutfea, Impost* and "«uel. *• 1 

t ,„>.:,■.■.-, ..i .v i r:\y i. = =■ i,«».«,«7..« rt ,«,i.hi 

,., . r , ;, .., ;, ..,.,'- -,. v.-M'.ii-i! ^l.vari^ -.vita IVivitu 11== I* > ^"^ 1^ 

.,-.., ..:.:■:.,-., :.:■,-: '-,: ,.1, ..■- :■!■ ' -■. | •> ', l'l-: Y-VMl V ^ -<^ ■ -'■"■», 

^"Xl ,-; ■ 2 i ■ ■■- i « . fSMSi 

ardofweiehts and measures ; to provide I ■:■ ;■■'■<"■ "' <■' •'"<■'..'" -' '■■ 

'" . .. ..;,.i. r ■,:,.:■! .:..■ . : , I'll 'i ■.'■ ■■ "■ ' 

p.:,,t ^.li: ; I/, iii-iinuit-v l-^ r.v.,;;)',,':- -r >:<:km«: : i: !; t »^'Jl ^.' '■;''.-; ■■■"''.'"■■- !..'■ 

i.,"i..u ,,,... =■« i bi i ™.t2S rsS 

repaid, and. 

.,/..,„.. !■,..■>■.■) r« ...... w ■ •■■■' .'":' I ■'» "».'■.'.-; 

indtrg. 

,„»b.d 

V ... ■ ■„,>:,:;:■: ..v.l.l.r. .. I..,. .In.!."., in ::.ll c....... .vb.n..,.. .... 0... 

;, ,ri... (,.,.-. ....... ..-,.,, 1. 1. ««.■■ »i. ».)■ • ..L-, i., ... ..... .. 1......J j 

srrrtS^.rnn^rr^rSdXs ?S£ 

department or officer 
t!l "'c'' « Tb, .nip-raMon or iiivpoi-LnxLor. ot su.* persons is any of the states now 
-;;,,. ,,,,- .,,,-;... ,-: :,:. Bight :■■■>-. Ired and sight, but » tax w duty raaj 

.. . > ........ I...- Iiii . . :;:!'■ i..r ':: 



ipowd (in iU.ili i:i' "V-;i' : ■;' 



:r p.-.vi' '■(: ;.:. tiii! s)'j-.is uf (i!=a stii-'-s o 



tun tli'lliu-s (iir cadi revs, 
lii: .i|.|i ::i'3'):l, nab; : ^ """' 



!'""■ 

T'-^-ivil.-o i.f I!"- writ, <f h-^K-i:; <:.ii-h>u- ^I'^l ""■■ |JC siisjuJiaoiJ, nai;^ ;>■»«> 
The P v le fc 

.:(r-,iii.!<-v-r"-;^;"'r^l»w S l]", ; ^^i. ^': ^V--^^" >■'■ ;;.-',= '"-- 

t,f, fchiLll lie laid, milc'H in pv!i]>;vu«n ''.' Hi" ;:'■■■ ;-' ' '. '"■'""■■; ';■■"' ";■■;■■, 

LwsW.- M,> in-cltr^ise sb.LI 1,, gl™i by any regulation of com' 
... ..._L l( „„ e Et , ,.._,, ,,,..:„■ tiiusiMil unullicr; iluc shall vi 

x bo obliged to oritur, clear or pay duties, ' 



U \l ■ bility shall bo gra-W bj -the Ur ittod BUM ; and no P™ ^ 
B r,y offieo of profit or trust under them shall, without the 0O KS ent of the Cot 
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irres.s, nesi!].l. .if any present, emolument, ofiiee in ti-Jo, of any kind whaoovcr, 
front any Jiiujr, |iriiu:c, or foreign state. 

Skc. JO. JNo stlltc shall uiiltT inl.:; ;rny tret;;;-, alliance or (■■ nil-.: ion ; 

grant if lie is ul' tnarr|-.ii! /I r : ■. I re] ivisal ; cub: money ; omit bill.- uf oris Jit. ; make 
liny tiling but gulj and silver-coin a tor:. lev ill payiue ul. ib'.;ul.l. ; pass imy i'iil of 
at! a hitler, ri ir,.-; _./;■,■'■;■■> law, Of lii.iv impairing the .;'■.! betl.ion uf eontraets, or 
jrranl. any title of a..bility. Xo stale, -hall, with. ad oho consent of clie Con- 
gress, Jny nai iln|iusts or Julio., on imports or opioids, eveopt what may lit! 
ill..- ■ I !-.:■.-!■-- I oecssity li-r CSiCettliua; iU inspection bras ; ami the nun produce of 
till duties and impost.: laid by any st.al.o on impart; of exports .toil I l.o for tins 
I13C of tile treasury of (.lit' L" i i i CC-.t Stales ; and nil snah Inns shut I lie subject to 
the revision and ooiitr..] of the Congress. No statu shall, without tin! consent 
of Oomgross, lay any duty of tonnage, keep t.iv,,])s or ships uf nar in l,in:e of 
pcaoo, enter into any agreement or uompaeo v.ith ar.ethor stale , in- ivith ii foreign 
pmver, or cn S i W i! in war, unless actually invaded, or in such iuiuiincnt danger 
il.- ivili n...t admit of delay. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 1. The executive poiror slw.ll be vested in a President of the United 
State.- of .Aioeyisn. lie s'uai: loon his ..li'ie during shv term ..Clour year-, on J, 
together nil. 1 1 t!:e vie e- preside)!', oho.- en tor t.iie same term, be i lei n .1 : . (hi 
low. : Kafir stale --ball appoint, in such luaaaor a. the legislature thereof may 
direct, a nmnbtr of uleulars eipuil to tile whole nuniaer of senilbirs and repre. 
si 'ii I atiios to which the stale may be entitled in l.hc Congress ; but no senator 
or representative, or ucrson holding an eil'iec of trusl or r.rolil. unili-r tie 
1 unci St.nU;., slnill be appointed a; elector. [* llic flcot.or.. shall meet in 
their respective states, anil vote bv ballet for In;. per.-ins, of whom one iit 
least shall not be ;iu inbabil ,::t, ..[ the same slalc with themselves. And they 
sual. aaiko I! list of ill li:c pers.a.s vltc-.L fir. and of liu; raanher of votes fur 
each - which list they shall skin and certify, an 

tile g'.vorauu m ..f -.Ii.; Unb.oo. -h..ll;:s. ilirooMu on the I'rcsii'uml of the Semite 
'lie President of l!:o '-eniilo slai.ll, in the |.rs;e::oe of the Senile ami House of 
b'.-prt:-. olai.ivi-s, open ; :|| tile i-rl.ih.;: tea, and flu: rotej shall thou be ejnntcJ. 
Tin; person bavins; the greatest, number ni' votes shall bo liu; (-.resident, if sneil 
number be a n:aj nily ot tile v.-fiolu luiinbur of eloetors appiiui.ed ; and if flieic 
bo more than one who Iiave sueh majority, ami have an equal number uf 
votes, then Ilia House of P,apros::nlaiives shall iliimedia.oelv choose by ballot 
one ..f the in liu- | ires blent ; anil if (it; person have a majoritv, then from the 
five highest oa the lisl thesiti.l housed ul in libe niiuoier f house the presi.lent. 
JJuf., in clioesbis; fae [iresiileut., tbe votes slitill la; take-: i.y slate,. I.lu: r.ipresei.l- 
ation from ca;;h .state haiing ion; vote ; a quoiuin f;a- tiiis par|„.se siulII con- 
sist, of a member or toeirbers from tivo-t.liinls of the states, and o loajorily of 
all till! staoi s shall be iii.oes.ary to clioieo. In every case, alloc the eheieo 
of the liicsiilcat, lb., per.-, a ba via a the aacntoso mi m her of voles ot flu; elctitors 
shall he the vifo-prosident, .Hut. if I bore should remain tivo of more ivht; have 
eipia! votes, the beu.-.la shall ehoose fioai I'aom l.c hatha, too i i ■.■ o v M. . I 
Tbe C. nitres.- n-.ny deteraiiiu; lae time of ehuosai;; the eleet..rs. a.:l the ilny on 
iviiieh Ihoy sliali giio their vol,;-; ; whieli Ja.ysiia.il be the same throughout 
tae liiliteil Wl'i.tes. Sj pes^oa e.v:a;;:l. a i iiturat-barn eioi'.icn, or a oitir.en of tlio 

I oirr :i Slates at l.lio tiaia of the loiooii.e: of r. ■: i ■ ■ a ,o. aliri I '.a .... 

to Ha; o'iiee of pl-oshliait ; ntiithcr saifll ai:y perso!! be oli^ibie t> that olfee 
win) shall not ilaee al.iained (.0 the a^e of tairty-Cie year.., ant! been foiltleeu 

Seats a. resiuea.t vii'i.ia Mo; la bed fson^s. In cuve of tile removal of lae pres- 
ent from odiee, or of bi, .batth, resigaafitm, er inability ha i.lisehar.oj Ihe 
powers and duties o: tiie saitl oibee, the samo sliall devolve on the vi..ni-pii.,i- 

•Thls clause withhi bracketa has been auiieraeiei and annulled by Ihciatli omcndiviciit. 
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rsss is: ESS* iat.TSSixs.~SWS 

°™ ■ 

( ;,. L !, ,il:^y, ,:r mvIkt :Js h >^ "" 'i-'- d :ii:sili^eimoia. 

ARTICLE m. 

t P or 1 * „ 

t .■ l „,„'Jiri::.n: I, moie tites- between a statu and rit- 

££s£-r= ^SSSS-ra 

estate, or thectfc,,* i,hoi™l ; ami Mt i S n .als, * Ji'" 01 wbjeocs. iiiiu 
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raws a larding ambassadors, other pnbhe ministers :in-:l consuls, and those ill 

which ii stale sha] be v, I us : i) el vi (n .1:1 I 1 ■ i'li-.icioil. 

In all till; other cases Indole mentioned, I.! ^jprem-e Court ~h.i:L have appellate 
iuei. diction, bill,'] as In Inn' and iaet, with srch exceplie.ns :i.v.. L under such reg- 
ulations as the Congress, viin.ll make. I'm; uhil ui' all crimes., except hi cases 
of impeachment, si < ii.ll ho by jury ; an;! such trial shall be held in the statu 

-yhove Mil: said crimo.j' ii kill have been 1 1 ni I led ; but "hen si-, .t e.anmitted 

v.iihhl uny state, the t; 7 n 1 shall Ik: ill. Eiieh phiee or plaeos us l.h-3 Congress may 
bv law have directed. 
"Sec. 3. Treason against the i.'niteil fh.ales si. nil consist only in levying nr 
against thorn, hi' in adhering Ui their enemies, giving them aid n.U'l eiir.lbl't. 
Xo person shall ho convicted of Iveasoii unless (ill the testimony of two witnesses, 
to the sumo overt 11:11,, or mi confession in nocii cuuii.. TkcColngioss slinll UilVII 

power L.i j declare l.lio pi-.oish' t -I' tronsi.'ii, but 1 ttcilider of tTCj.:un lzltii.ll 

work (iiii-i'iiptian of blood, or tnrfeiinre, o.vecpl. tluriii;.; ilio life oi" tlie person 
attainted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 1. Full fail:: and credit sll.i.ll be given i'l each slate to tlie public oeits, 
record', !i!!il juil villi proceedings, of every oilier slim:. And I ho ConglcES limy 
by genoial buys pie-eriho 1.1:0 1:1:1111101 in which ,;iuih acts, records and procecd- 
l.i ■-, .-':.:. II be pro™!, and the affect thereof. 

iSi.:u- 'i. 'i'lie citizens (if i-iiiiii state shall bo entitled to nil privileges :ii::l 
iuKuuuh.ies of ciLiicns k: the .several i.tato?. A person charged in cut state 
with treason, felony, or (■the I' Clime, v,-':ui si ml I dee IVnm jus lice, 11 nil lie liinnil in 
another state, shii.lL on demand of the ox eon live nutiiulil.y of 1 1n? state fniln 
which he (led, Ik delivered jr., l.e be removed to the state billing jurisdiction 
of the crime. .No poison hold to service or labor in 01:0 side, under Ihi: Iinvs 

the- e. ■ 1.1 .-I.- . 1.. 1 I her, .-.Lull, in cu is see re nee of any law or regulation 

therein, be dbeh.rged fi . ■ i 1 1 s.ioh scribe or labor, lj.it seal! bo delivered up ou 
claim of the party ;o whom ,'ueh serviee or labor may lis dge. 

film. 3. Xew si. it.es may be a.dinii.teil bv l.he (.' ilai'0;:E into this l-llion ; but 
no noiv state skull Is.: fnrined or ereelet.l wit.oir t e jurisdiction of any other 
state ; nor any stale be ibrmed by IliE jinielien of tuo or nmio states, or pnii.s 
ef -La: os, iv ill ■.mil.- (bo lio: .1:011 .1' .i ■.■ l.-eislat .v. ■■■ 1.-' lie stilt es e'.'O'S-roe'.l, lis vvell 
as of t'10 lliio^iv.ss. The (t.aigvess sbail have iiaiver to dispose of and make all 
neoilliil ral-es and re/ralai.io.i.- roS-..;etiiis; t:io :ov:ioO> :■;• nv.ir property belong- 
ing to the United StataB ; and 1 Mhing in this oonstittttlon shall be Bt 1 is 1 sued 

as bo pveiioliee anv elaiins of l--;i; Uniieil ^tiie-., or of a::v |:ari ioidar sl.ato. 

S iKi. i. The Ibiio.el Sl.nocs shall gnarnnteo to every ste.ee in this Union a 
ropnblioiin foi-n of govern 11 o?ir, mul slin.ll pint:::: eii.eh ..f (.bom against invasion, 
anil (111 applioai.ion (,f llie logisial.nre, o. of [.lie oxoeiiliio (ivhon the legislaliirc 
eannel. he eonien-ed), ngainsl, iloinestie violeneo. 

ARTICLE V. 

'the ('engross, -,ybonevoi tivo-t'iiiels ef ]>nh houses shall deem It necessary, 

shall propose amendments l:> this eons l.i (.id ion, or, on the applied ion of (ho 
legisbis.nres of livo-ibiids of the several skates, s::nM e:ill a. o.-.iivon:.ion for plo- 
|ios::..: il:i.r:.l;i:uo:-, nhi':":, ill oil.her eii-: 1 , .- ii:i!L be valid 10 all intents end 
purposes, as part of this eo;:.titr;ion, when ratilied by the legislatures of three- 
fourteis of the several -,t ites, or by oen vent lolls in three -four I lis thereof, as the 
One or the Other mode of" ra'.ilieation may be prop. ..-'oil by llie Congress ; pro- 
vided l.lm-l. mi am: lid:::- 1.:. ivhieh mav bo made ore r In t.iio veal one timasand 
eight hu: id rod .::::! eight dia'.l in any manner ali'eol. [ho fid anil fourth eboies 
in tlie uiatli seetion of ebe lirst artiele : aad that no s.ate, without its eonseut, 
bIihU be deprived of its espial su.lVage in the Senate. 
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AIITIOI.TC VI. 

All ilul.if. c'l-liv^'.fil and cii^:i-;^-iij'.-j'j1.h eira'red iin.ii. L.ef.jre tin 1 adojii.iai] nf 

|:,i. ,. .,.- ..ii, -hill] he a:; villi. I aiming. :he l"ni:ed N.ales under tliis e -U- 

tnrj..iii v.? uii..kr ;hc K.iiU'iluf.i:i.iii. This c.iTi ! -tii.-t(.i.:ii, and the laws ■jf the 
United jrtfiws which ;>1j»U be made in jhuviioiicl: thereof, and all treaties 
made, or which shall be tojile, uii'.kr tin; aai.lnaiiy <.f the I'nili'd Slices, shall 
lie the fiViriroria! Iiiw ol' Ife! land ; ;i ! I ■: I the j.idpv in Bfr; si.ale shall he botin;! 
there v. ■'. ij hing in line •■ matitn ton or lawa of any atete to the oontcary not- 
,,■-, ■;.:.:. .i;,,,;. 'ike soisiltovs and ■.■vaosoiitu lives Wove lni'ii: i i.'il, iu:il Mi- 
ni,. -.! , . ,:■','■■, ..■■vi:;! ,-.:.; Hi l:i';.i:-ii;:iat:ii, a;:;l all excentsve ami jiiditial ollieevs, 
both (,: bio Iliii1.-.!d ■•\.tP-i a.ial ci' the several sa!o<, shall In: bound by oata or 
affirmation lostLp>.iil Mi in einsr.ir/Liion ; bit: n« rolialais te;t alio!! ever be 
required as a (ii.io'.ii'.iial.iiMi to any olhee (,l- i..u!;li» limit, nndor the United dial..;-. 



AtnTCf.K VII. 



s shall ho •aih'oio-i:, for the 



Dokb in eonv-eii'.i"»i, bv Ihc u-;iniini"u- oonsjnt of trio states present, 
IMiIlh davof Sei-ember. hi 1.1 n; year of oar I. .ah cue l.hnu.-anu ■ 

-'' «>■ ; '■■'■■■■ ■ ■■■■ r-:- 
tho twelfth. In witm 






United States of America 
v/e hai a hereunto sabsiiribcu oar names. 
GEOliCE WASfif.Nfi'l.JN, Presi.hnt, 

and Deputy from I ■'■-.■; ii^«. 



Nicholas Gilliam. 



Alexander Hamilton. 
William Livings ton, 



Jaicd Ingersoll, 
James "Wilson, 

Gouvcrncur Morris. 



Richard Dohbs Spaiglit, 
Hugh Williamson. 



George Read, 
Banning Bedford, Jan., 

John Diokir.j-oii, 
ltieiiard l'a:'-ott, 
Jacob Drooio. 



Jonathan DayMm. 
Ilcnja.niin i'ranklin, 



WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 



as adopted on the 1.7th Fciiiembor, ITS.', by this convention 

re -a' tho ro-elniharof U:e Ciiiijrross uf tile C:a,iei[.a-i,la,n 

,■ IWiVradwo,-. raliliod by the conventions of the rf.ver.a! 

" ■ IMaH-3.r0, Dec. T. 1TH7 ; Pennsylvania, Dee. Ti. 

-- - ■ T J, 17SR ; Oaiucetieut. Jan. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

At the first session of the (irsf Congress, twcli c amendments to the crnstiiu- 

tioil ivere rttolinnei.tlcd "..j : llf. States, to-. 01 lv]i : j:L VOIO adopted j the Others 

have since been adopted. 

Congress shall make no tan _ 
hibiting the free exercise thereof i or abridging 
the press ; or the right of the people peaceably to 

government for a redress of grievances. 



ARTICLE III. 
peace, bo quartered in i 



ARTICLE IV. 

The right of the people to lie secure in their persons, lionises, papers hi id 
elibi Is, nifninsi unreasonable searches ami seizures, shod inn, bo violated ; mid 
no uunniLt.s snail issue but noon n-vhablo eanso. siipporto I iiy oo.ln or allirma- 
tion, and partieularly do.soril.'ing the pjaec to bo sonrebeil, and i.ho persons or 
things to bo seized. 

ARTICLE V. 

No person shall be held to answer Ibr :i. capita.! or oil i cruise infamous ciio.e, 

unless ,515 ji presentment »r hniieti 1 of a. irraud jury, o.voept in ews arising 

ill the lam I or naval li.ire.es, or in I.ho loll ilia, n'lon in ajl.mil service, in time of 
ivar or publU: danger : nor shnl] nr.y poijoi-. bo nibjuo: fir fae sane i. hoioo ■■ 
lie tivico put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall be compelled, in any crimi- 
nal ease, to be a ivitr.ess against bimsolf ; not be deprived of life, liberty or 
property, without doe preeess of buy ; nor shall private property bo taken for 
public- use wir.luud just eompensition. 

ARTICLE VI. 

fu all e.bniual |noSeeutions the ,1-oeiiseil sha.ll envy the ri;dit to a speedy 
in ul public trial, by an Iinparlial jury of I.ho state mid disMnet wherein the 
crime shall have been ocniai : .:leu, whlej: di-l;ie:. dialt have boon previously 
ascertained by law, ami to bo iiiibrmed of the nature and eau.so of the aceuso- 
liou ; to bo eouliiniiod nil.b tbo witaiosses against him; to have ewmpiilsi'ry 
piocr-s fir obtaining witnesses in his favor ; and to Iiave the assistance (..f 
eounsel for his defence. 

ARTICLE VII. 

ontrovorsy shall exceed twenty 
iserved ; and no fart tried by a 
ourt of tins United states, lhan 
according to the rules of the common Ian. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
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AITKNUIX. 




AETICLE IX. 




The enumeration in tha constitution of certain right? s 
to deny or disparagi: i=:hci-s re;:iiin:d by -.he people. 


hull not bo 


ARTICLE X. 




The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
hihitcd by it to the states, me reserved to the states i 

ARTICLE XI. 


liSpesl.ileiy, 



The judiohil nuuor of the Uniled Stales sliii.ll not be eonscvieal l.o extend 1-. 
any -oil in Ln.iv or o.piitv, ■:■ iiiimcnecd or proseeutod niriuiisr, one of the 1 inlet! 
States by nii.i.icns ol iiimlhur stiLt^ot hv uiii/eus ur.-ubjoots t>l iiaylur^S" slate. 

ARTICLE XH. 

The cleotors shall meet in their respective state;, and vote by ballot for 
,;■■, -me- :i, ■■[ Y:.:o-piesidelli. one of whom, ;i.i. least, shall not ho n.u inhiiblt.iinl 
uf tiiosiune still!! wii.il themselves ; they shall mvni; ill I!-.-: : m- l=siili..r. ri -.!,:■ por.or. 
viiiod [or lis pieshle.-.i, mill '■--■■ IMvi'-l i.nLlots bio pers.ai ■...!._■;! on- us vioo-pres- 
idont : and l.hcy sin! I nia;c ilistin;:!: lists .-.l' nil persons voted for as president, 
a.::d el all pers.Ji>s vui.cd for as vioo-piv-ieenl., mi I of I'io number of voles lov 
cac : ' slrsli lists biev shall sijiii mill eertily, nr-l -.isn.saii:. so:ih:l l.o Cue sent 01 
■lie ."-ivori.- am " of file I oitcd States, directed to the 1'ieshlent of the -naini.e ; 
tli.: President of th, :-aa,,ie shall, Ln presence of the Senate and lloo.-e el 
llen-'f ntvives, open n.li the eorl.ilieatcs, and Lie veins -had ilion he oosn..:u ; 
the ver -m iiii-.io-' ■■■-t Ufiilesl. nnioli.-el ■. ..L=. ~ 1 - ..r pies: l.o, I :J.idl be the pens- 
ile nt if sneil r,ll'ir."oi:i- he ,:. nnioritv ei ..iiev.hel,! number- ! oleslersnopmled: 

and if no poison t sneh niaioritv, then from liie persons Lf, m-r I ho m-iest 

mrubor.-, not evsecdiei: n.ree, oa tin; ii.-t of iheso volca lor lis piesreent, tan 

If. ,s. ,,f l!e.i r ,--,,r.:-iv,- :■■:- h. ..-.■ :ieib : l-ly, by hn:l"l. the presii.oiif. 

II, lt :,-, ,|„ „.i,:... i reddenl.tho vo-les shall ho Li'ieu hy il.ites, the ro|ire- 

^■iit i i.-ioi-oi,ii ; nh:.|ii-.e liiL-.hnreae vote ; a -priestim !■■- ibis pinj....-- .-In' I ■■■ -n- 
sistofa member or member, from 1, 

I .,..:. i ...i,.|i I,- leoMBary to a ohoioe. Ami if the House ol hep-v.-iii.i.-ic. 
;]l; |l „. : ,.|, ,-■:. |i. i.to'.i, v.V.ei.ove, i.hcr^il. el eli-ose .,1:1-11 -loveLvc up-ill 
fen, I,,,., t.:-.ei:l,:ev,e.::-;.,e.-:,l:;i, I .as.ll 

;,,.!■ ;1 ; , ,,.i.,e :, as h. the ease oi l],o ileiilh or other eauschiiiimial disaoi ,l,v ol 
to- ,0-,-i.ie :. The person havinir the aientes: miml-ei- -1 voi.es as viee-presi- 
.!,,„ .|,.i| I:,. ,i,e viee-prcsi-lenL, if sinh number bo n majority ,,l Ino whole 
mi. ■■ er ..f -le.-.rs ;^.-..e:ie,l ; m.-i if i." p^-n inue n nia-oriiy, linni lie:-! -.hi: 
two li^.e.-l imiiiher.-oo.Thiilist the Senate sin 

onnriim fur t'le ■„,:■■...- :i,s.:l ::-»<A,l . .1 Tv.i,-I hh:ls v.l llie ivaelo iininl-er ol .-.ai- 
;>:■-., mi-, ii ::iajer;-;vi Ihs v.l.-loii 

. rrun ( ,,„;-i;:ei : Ii i.i-li.ii-/l ■!'■ "I'e!: e.. i.'esi'hnt sanll he eligible 

it of viee-prcaident of the United States. 
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IVASMHGTO.VS PAKEWEIL ADDRESS TO TEE PEOPLE OP 
THE UMTED STATES. 

Fiukvsis avi) FKi.r.nv.'-ian/nvs. : — Tim poiiud for 11. iiaw eleoianu of :i eil.iiif.'n 
In le.kuinist.isr [.he i;\;:e;ilhc ;■;..:■, mi uncut, of l.bu hinted f ; l:i kif bciil;; lint, [lit 
disi.aut, and Liio *. L 1 11 ■_■ aotn;i.];y nnived ivlscn y-uv i.h ini'i!- satis" be employed 

ill il':::i o m:lt:ili_' tin: pei/.-nli IV: n is lO 1:0 c'n".l Oil Vtll t' at i 1 II p. : ] : ill] [■ tl'll.st. it 
appears to JH(: pi'spe", (:K[Si!ci:i.l[y .1:. it in;.;,' nuiiihiae tn a, suoris distil; el isxpres- 
■joa of LUi! public ■...:■!:, Tint f .~}j ■ ■ 1 1 1 . L mm inspims you nf 1,1m ii!r-.ilri1.i:m I lin.vu 
formed, to decline bo'.iij; en n side red luiiun- the jilujJjl-i- nf those nut uf wlinni a 
casino i.; to be lliado. 

I bo» yon, ill. l.ho same time, In u» [!ii: tlsn justice l.i) lie ii.s-niind llin.l. this ins- 
elution bus i.i't been Lakes] I'U.hnul :i sl.iinL tcir.ud I... ;..'. I.he -.-i-.n i'"..'!!! liuus 
nppertaiiiine; to the relation which binds ii dutiful oitivien io his country ; and 
i.tnir., in iviliiil-ii.ivinii 1.1 1 e lot;: lor of .sirvici: which si I er.ee. in :ny sitliiiii.im laiaT.t 
imply, [ inn killiiciicisl by i.u diiiiiuui inn uf zuii.1 Sir your future interest, mi 
'teucicney nf 4111.1 nf i.l [ivpt fol' yalr (insl khakic-.s, bill, nut fi • i r,j . . :■ t tc fl by a full 
i:,...'."i''i,:ii ii nt i'-i: -ti-ii is compatible with both. 

The anceptiinee nf, itnil enni inniincis hitherto 111, t'le ol'ico to which yi. in- fill'- 
ii'asrc- bine fivine tiUkul ::ie, hnve been ;i. iinilin'iu s.sniiliee o: issciination tn tilt: 
opinion uf duty, nil.! In a deference for wintf appeared In bo ynur desire. I 
.:i,-!. ill; Iimii .! lh.s.t, it would have It :.'ii ninth earlier in niy polos', c.ss'.sists- 
em.ly with motives which V was not at liberty tn disreyard, to return to that 
retirement li-nin whi.ib T bull biers rehiotimtly tk'astn. 'Tiic i.trengtll of my 
melhijliou [.ii dn [.his, pre. iutis In Liu; In si election, hi I in. on 1ml lis I be prcpara- 
tion of on address m deebu'e it to yea ; but uiii.ii.re riillcd.aju nu tin! S.lien por- 
[■le>reil oud c: : :ie .: posture of our elV::- vr I. foreign n. T. . -, e :1 :hc irie.s.'uii:: 
advice isf pmsnin mifilleil (.0 my foutiikmcis, impelled inn tn ahimtlnii tbn iilijll. 

I iuj..ii::i: 1.1 in: l.lii' ilni.e nf yu.il' ;' o [In e n i s , e.\l.:.|ini[ ::.■ well us :ji l.i..; i i.m I , i in Innije.r 
reiaU'Vii the pLtrs-.iL: nf ine'iiiii'i.ii : ■■.■i,:i,| i i"- I.- .v,Lh i.Iil' ^nnlin^ai uf duly or 
prnprinty; ami aai pcj'.-niuied, n lia.lisvnr pnrtialiry jiin.y 1....' ret lined for my ser- 
vices, Mint, ia [.I-...! ;::-i ■ at i- i.- ■ ii uivs nf oils' lanmtry, yoii'.vill in ■'. disapprove. 

my ilaUsi'inJiiiiMoa to retire. 

Tiie iliipits.-imis nit.]; v.lsieli I lirst ltmiesbiok ibn iiiihiuu/. Isu-'l. neve e\plaiued 
un the prnpui neens init . In the di -elm rue u] tin., ti'u-t, I nil! nniy sn.v, l.bal. T 
bavn with yo .'i iiiteatina-i (-::■ liili r.e I i:;-. line' ill.. ..]-.;:■ ,ii.-.- 1 ' . i ami icbsiiisisli'il- 
tiun of tisn gnveisaiiisiit, this lies'. e\eitiinis nf ivisiels n. very lUliible j lid;.;! a out 
was callable. Nut iiiieimssiu.is in l.hu miLsnl. nf this ini'ei iuiil.y ef my ijin.iiiiea- 
tiens, OX|iorinnec, in my uivu nyns, — puil'.iil -l.il. I:-'].- ii. Ilu: eye- nf i.l.hurs, — 
has ftrcisntbeiuai the mntiies tn iliiftJesiee of leystlfi aiitl eu.i'y day tho 
iiinsoii-iiiei; w(!i : .;i:t nf years itdinnni.-hiii; me, more itial niuie. that the shadn ui' 
I'litiriinsesit Is lis iienessnry to nie as it nil! he ivelnnmo. ftitiilied that, if any 

I liiLve Ibn cm i. 'i.l :i. I. inn f> believe that, uliile uii..i-.:e ami prudence invite mo tn 
il ufl. the pislilinn.l .-insii.-, ]i'ild..iii=i:i lioo.s net forbid it. 

Tn lunkiii^. frev.n.iu i.u the jaonii'tis ivlsielt is isslenrled to termiiia.te the earoni 
of my piiblin life, say lonliis-s lis no I: petal it me tn is.is|.onil tin: deep acknowl ■ 
edj;iucnl, nf thai, deist nf ^riititiitli! n'nieli 1' o'.vis to my biilnynd neaisti'y tin- the 
!>la!iy huimrs il. has nuiifni-reil nonii me ; slid mere kit the shiiidfast, nniilideiinn 
with which it has supported me, ami I'nr tins n|,pi):t.ii]:ities T hisve tJieneo 
enjoyed ef !tsauifc.-l.ii;;j uiy iuviulabiu iitfanlllunul., by servines faithful and pol- 
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r-ci-erinf', LIhuijiIj in usefulness i;i;e.|ii..l to, my Will, If bcncAI.- bave resulted 
t'> our nouiicry from these services, li:l. Ii. al-.yays he reiiieiul.,;red u> your praise, 
and as iiji i ns Inn: :ive example in iei anuuis, thai, under cireuinsiituces in 
wli'lob bile pa.s.sitins, iijril.a.teil in livery direetiou, -■■ i.-v liabie '.:■■ uiL.laa:! ; iimi.l.d 
appoaiiinocs ^: ■: i .■ - 1 Ii ■"_■ : - il.yiiii.i-, '.':■'-- ilil'i'.s ■[' foltu no eft all d i- Oou 1 : 1,^ i n i; : ill 
sinial.ions ill ' v 1 1 i : ■ ! - r not nufr;"iuei :ly, ",a U ... -- l : ■ -■ ■ ■ -- ha- ft.- TOHaiier,.] i.iu: 
soirif uf criticism, tin' constancy of yoiir support ivus Lin; f ?=.-.«.■ i j I in.l (n'up of til; 
ed'nrts, and ii iri.!ii.rA[il.i;i! of bho plans In- ivbieli thoy were cili.-etod. Prof omul I y 

!'::i. ■!!'.-. ;l v.il't this id.nl, .1 shall entry it 'vil.h me / ly OTllve. as a slum;; 

incitement to niiv sing .".'i'"' r.i.nt Jloaven may cijj.f.iij ;lo !.■■ yiui the ohoiecst 

tokens at it. bonelioono;: ; that your union and brotherly a iecl.inu may be ver- 

petttal ; LI 1 1 1.1. I In: lii:i: cmi- l.il.ul i which is the work nf ynur hand.-, ttiay be 

-nereilU- niaii.iaiMr.il tin!,: its adtiiiiiistialinu, in ovely department, may ljc 
; tint, in fine, the hairiness of tin: people of 



these stat.es, under l.'an a. is; iocs ill' lihmly, may be amde cimipi.etc, by so 

ii. oiv.sorvation am) so prudent a n.-.o nf this olo-sh.:; ,u viil :u-, uiie to them mt 

glory of recommending it :n t;o applause, the iilieetioi: and ihu adiipliyu, of 



in ^ybioll is yet a stranger to it. 

Here, |i.:rhi)ps, I ought to stop ; but a Solicitude- fm yum' welfare, uliieh 

cannot on..] bin. with my life, ;n nl tii--- : 1-5 ■ - . = ■ ..- 1 ■ -. ■ -■ :-i -ii ■.:' 1 1 :■.. ;i:': natural lii l.iia.l. 

t'lliciiutlo. tugi: mo, nil u-i; occasion like lae pi-csoul., to offer to your solemn 

o..|ili-l|-.]::n. : i,:i, and I.: Ii -. : : . : 1 L : 1 1 -. ■ 1 1 1 1 1,1 y::ill fivip.lCnt review, some sctil.iiuonts, 
which ii.n! the losull. of much re: lection, of no incniisi'lorable observation, ami 
which il|!|ie;ir In un: all-iiuporlaui | i |.be |K-:i:i;i::i!in:y nf ■,-.., i.r folieic.-,- as u poo] do. 
Tlio.o- iviil bo alfovded to ym with the mure freedom, ns yon (-n.il only son in 
thorn tin; disiutero-leil na.i niiijjs ol'.i. ;,,i fling friend, who iraii posdhly inr, o n,, 
liorsc.nal motive tn Idas bis counsel ; nor t-i.ni T forgot, as ail onoourii.aoliieiil, to 
it, yiiuf iniiulgont ia-ooi:ti,.iiL of my E-eiitiiuerii.s nn a fn-nior iia,l in.it. dissimilar 

.rnto-ivovnn ns is i.bo hno nf liborty witll 01 cry iig.inn:;: nf your hearts, no 
!■:■■.-■ -.o:i I; l' .ii :,. :ui .• i- ii", ■■■■-;■ iy I ■ forr.il'y or oouliriil tile attiioiliuoal.. 

Tbo unity of aoii.-iulaont, wliioii runs lilal.es ym .noilo. is also now dear 

tfl you. It is justly so ; for it, is a. innin pillar in the c.lilkc of your real iutie- 

|H:!lll-lUlCO, l.ilO Si:i!|::,ll if Vlltll : 1 lilH I Hi I iil V ,i '. liniild, J- UK pOilOt: ilhl'Oild, 'if Volir 

Hibty, if ■.muv lirospority, o:' that lory libei l.y ivliioii y ill si) hi: -lily priio. But, 

os it is easy to forest-! jJulI IV -. I i loront oauses and fs tUliiireut. o.u:u birs 

riiiiob pains v.ill be t:iki:ii, aia-y ailiiitais oiujoy.....,!, r,n w-onken in your minds 
the ooniieljoll of t'lis truth, — as t.his Is i.lm |iuiui. in your [lolirinii.l liirt't'Sii 
ii.a'.iiil^t '.Jiisll tho l;att::rios nf int'iriial a- 1 .:! ■.■.\l.oi.al Liioinios ivill lie iiinsl. t-:.o- 
st.aiuly mid ii.mii-oly (iluiudi ol'-.oii e.ivori.l ■,- and in;:il[ously) directed, — .it is of 
iuliuil.i! ninmeiit. Uatl. you -bouhl |ii-,iiinr[y ostio'iili: tlm iminiiiise yiilue of your 
nat'onul anion to your e.db'-iiio and iudiiiduiii liau:,iui:ss ; l.lin.r. you sboultl 
elioiish a tsirili.il, ho bilu i.l and iminovablti ii.itaolllllfir. to it, iui,:o-l.,::;ib.i you:- 
SIK::.-. bo bbink and ;-|ii:ak nf if as of the |ia I Intlinni of yiuir jitiliiiciil s.ii'rly oud 

piospoiily v.l diiu-s f, ,i- : i-i i-,-i" :i:i, ■ -.-. Ii ! :'.-:. I -lh- lefcy ili-." ;:ul .i:a i.:-- 

iu^ ivhali'i-ov limy sii;;;;!!: I. e-.en ::. siispiitbin that ii. sail, in any event, he- aban- 
doned ; and iodiia.lao.ily frolvubu! . i ] .: >i i Ibo lirst. dawuiiia; of ei-oiy al.bimpt t.o 
abouate any portion of our eotiuc.ry fniri tbo tost, or t.o i::;:bi;ido tin; simrud tie:! 
wbicb now- iink tojroilier ibo various parts. 

For Ibis you lias t: every iudia-.o.iiinl ...I' syno.i.ii.hy n.ud int.erost. Citiiiisn.5, ijy 
biilll ur oboleO, of a- oul union emuiuy, Ilia I. ■: : . , 1 1 1 1 i i y lias a. lig'ol to ooiiraiul.ratil 
ycur a fr'oei.ii 01 s. The nair.o of ,Um: ; ;,i, ivbisb belongs i i yt.u in your in.tional 
on;.: oi-y. iv i i-l ihvi ys i.'v.ilt t ■■: ;:i-i lain.- ,:[' |:.l .i..li on, n.oie :J an any :iv[ 0.1a- 

(ion (ieiivod from '. 1 disoriaiiMatioiis. V.'idi sli:.;hi fioohs of oiiftrenoe, y.:r, 

have I.bo sat 1 10 rtili^ioii, i:iai -s, Ua.bifs, ::i,tl iniiitio.il |o;:;.:ip!os. You tlllve, 

ill a eomnmn ea.iss, fuuadit and fiium|,iied toiiffboi ; [.bo iiitlopeudtiuoo and 
libr.rty you possess are tlm work of joint counsels and joint efforts, of common 
dingers. -.i;i'i. lin^s and sueoassea. 
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■ ■ : '-: ".I..--'' scnfiidflrationfi, however powerfblly ■: I ■ -— -.- allies- themselvet I" 

your seusihUiry, nv i;rcutly mil Loin-lied bv these v.-i.io- 'api'H' nn.rij immediately 
to your hrliiresl. ; here every portion (.■[■Mir ouuul.rv linds ibe nu.it eeuiuninding 
i.i i-::-.i ■--=- -= f:,r eaieiuUi sar.isdiu;.' and pressrvirw the uniou (if the whole. 

Tho Xorlh, ill !in unrestrained illl.ereiiarse with lhc :-.::i;lh. pruleetod Iiv the 
eipial tw; ill' ii (;.ru:i:iii>u jO'vernnient, finds, in Lire pruihieiinus of (he latter, 

irnmt iidiliiti.nii.l re so a roes of rusril.bie uud eoi'imereial enter |ui anil precious 

Materials of mauiithetiirin;; indu-try. The r-outii, in til'.' name ititureom'fe, 
iKineftilii: Ijy llli! (I.C'-ICV uj ill.: Morlll, ?, ::.- i(. ,,■ liei.lr.iiie ^ov., and it.. emii- 
nicrei! expand. Tuinins- jiarily in'n its ..,wn eliauuel- l.ln; suaeiei' .if tho ,\ort.1i, 
it finds in partieili.r luv, i-iiion ini-ieyiruteil - and -.-. liil-.i il r.oiHiibute.s, in dif- 
ferent ways, t.n nom-isa .1 i m; f i\i-" tin! mi hi v:i.] iiiu-s of the national i:a-.k;a- 

l.liin, it looks, fur mm! I- tin' pi'er'-eti'.u ui' it inn ril inii: stsoiurth to ■.-.- Il i: = L I : +.-"■ ■ J L 
i.-i iii:i;,iii:.lly a.-.iaptud. The Rait, in like iuicrc-.urio will] 'the H-'e.si, uhcait.y 

fhltl.S, iUKl, ill l.i.d [I '■■.,_'!■ ';...'.■, il.l|iriV.:!!lliMli „f ht.Cfii.V Olll .] lUlltl ilSl.tiolk 1.1 J " lllllll 

.'mil water, will in.iiii and mure limi. n. valuable vein- for l:;o nu, run s.ii Lies ivhiah 
it biii-i'.-i iiimi iiliv-jitJ, or iiiauiifacluroi nt iiome. The W;:.<\. .lorivcs from l.]iq 
[last s .tpplies io:|iiisilo to it'! ,_'i"i',tli :,n..i eomlurr.. and. iv-iat is perhaps nf still 
sire; iter censei|ncuce, it limit, nf noeessitv, one the s-.aaue cnjovuient of iadis- 
s.ons.lble outlets fur it:- ow i ,.:■ ii i-.l i:.. ... -| .. -.■.-■ :■/■,-. i lihienue.'oud r.l.f future 
maritime stro.a;;fh, ei' i.he Allantie side of tin: 1 uln,, dire, ted hi- a :. i: -l- .I, he 
eoiuumuity nf interest as one nation. Any other tenure by whiell the Went 
CM li'll'l this H-. :-:- 1 1 1 Fli,L ad van la!- a, ivlietber hL.-i i V :. . i from its (nv:i separate 
strength, or [rum nil apostate ami uuniu.ara.l uonneution lvi1.li any forojgu 
power, mast lis iui.rmsica.lly precarious. 

While, tin""', Clury 1 1:1,1 1 of our euualry thus f'-i.ds an hiuueibate e-nd partieudar 
interest in union, n.ll tin) purrs enailiin..:! cniiu. I, lii i I n, :;-,.;l, in I in! miil is! nias3 
af iniian; and ulliirts, l.ci ca'.er stvi n.rstll, siaaiU'r re- into, ] - :■ : . L a. , . r. i. ; 1 1 ii_l j ] v ^renter 
seuiiiity i'roiii evti.nual i:iau S ;!r, n. luss lieouenc i,.tevriiiiti.j:i i-f their in.-ii.u-o by 
loi'uiflii iiiiiiiniJ, mid, v,-!i;it is (if LiLi-r.t i:ni"i.:-,l .- liilnc. (hi.:;, .uusi. lUirivi! lioui nniuii 
in eveinijlicii fiieu rJirue l.n-oils and Ka.r- luilnee-i tin-uui.-!-. e:-, vviiiuli so fi-c- 

iinent.ly ;ilil":.'l ii-iLilil.-::riu^ eeiintiies, not l : :.l l/: s i run In - . .,...., I . 

wliicii tlieir nivn rival. 'lii p- alcni! ■.voiihl lie sn liieii-ir. (■:■ ii.-.nl.i-:-i-, I :■ 1 1 1 - . 1 1 i- 1 1, tjj.ja- 

1 ■'■■■'-■' aMi im-u,;. :: hi. sun and iulriians, iv-.nld samuUle i ,iiii. : :V.i- 

.II'JIICM, lilil!-.', 7 :!;-, I.iiuy Will ILVCJil llll! JWWStUY u! tiliiMi (: V l ■. l-pVlW V. liljlil.il ly 

Batabliah isnts, whioh, nuler n;iy ftrnn of gorerameat, ate Inauspi ionB I lib- 

ersv, anilwlur-: a.rii l.n lie n-iniis :i-- -..; i'.- I'l-.ily : .■ . i i Z -. ■ -n rcpid,li, ;; iu lihmtv j 
in till- sense it is rjiui. yiiur uni.ni ■: :■ 1 1 y 1 1 1 to In.' i-ou -liered ,!.:! the niaiu pruji'iif 
ytau- liiicrty, and tint the love, of l.lni one e.n.-.'lt tu otik.it to vuu the prescrvu.- 
tiori of tho otlier. 

These '!nn-iiiia-ii:ii:iis .-jicti.k a. lmriili.siiO tau;;,;:i\;e l.e every rcikietim; :ind 
yirtuons mind, ami axhibil :h-: e- tttlno ioo6 Df the I ui,,.: .1. e primary olgeot of 
I :-j - 1-, .ii..- -1--I- : i ■. - . In t.-'i-r i du.i- -. ,\ ii-::i he:- : i ::.,-■ mi. is -:■■■. eiiiiueiil isi.n eimirneo 
so l,u;;:: a sphere ! Let experiiuieii solve it. Tu listen to niiiri;. S[iecuhtl,iuu, in 
siieh a ease, were eyi'iulia.!. IV o ma; ant!u,rii:eil to IiuiiC thnt a iirup::i- oi^ani- 
iation of the v.-liul::. wii.h rle ou viliiuv a'reiiuv uf ^-vi-rninie Is for tin: resimclivi! 
.suh-liv-isi .us. will i:\l.i- i :i Ii i.eiv ii'sne to the ,-m.,;,-; neuL. Ii, is well iiurtir j 
iivriianlfull i!Miei-i-;u:nt. WLtJl .-noli puweriii; u.r.r.l ,hviui:' lauuves t" union, 

it'lia'tiu- nil niri.-oiCnv anuntrv, r.i.iie ex ienie sh.ill not have (leiuunstintcd 

; : ' lie r,|J:U::y, liieii! ivlll ill v.-. i.y.s l.,u leas-,,, l-.i uisliiisr. dm pa!riuli-iu of 

those ivhi.i, in any rpaiiaer, niny eiidoi.v-.;i- to weaken its bauds. 

ill Cuuli:iopl;i.(iii B ' the eui.lsu.-i whieh nia.v ili-.turh our l.'nliu, it uaeur.s, as a 
matter of .-eriuiis eon, '.em, that any liruuml should have been furnished tor 

ehareeteri?iu:; | ies liy yeo^raphieal diseiiuiinai.ions, — nortl'eni and sou thorn, 

Ai.lii.ii; in and H'e-'turu, — n ■ ■■ av endeavor to ex.eil' a belief 

that there in a real diTeieiiee of ]e:i::V interests and views, line of ths expc.'ii- 
lillts of parly I i :i(:..-.:ire inllr.eriee '.■.il::iii [laitieiilur districts is i.o misrepresent 
tiio opinions and aims of otliei di.d.iie'.s. You eannot shield yourselves too 
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mun. a-ainn ilie ioalmii-ie:: nn.iluart- 

I ... . i',. ■' .. .. ■ ,,.! :u:!,:..|.hi:rtli.::.invhn<m S >i:. !■)•>:: laniud 

..■ ■,"',:■:■ ! | fraternal iHeoHoi . The is itanta of our western orantej hava 

l«,!v hid'a u-:V\il los:--u:l ...ji Uiii Iik.J ; they luvc .-■.- ... !-"• ::■■:■! ai"> .y 

.:,, ,\- -,:,., ,.-,: i„ ;]-,-. ,■ :,..1|-:..:| 1 M:i'i 1 :il.'..i.»l l.'V till! Stl«W, ul fill tn-nl.JT 

-ilh ,:■ ;■ I in the nniTBtsal satisfaotion at that event throughout the 

llrii .,1 rt-lt.-.:: dl—iv |,L\i.iL' 'low ! :r ! i:.,v.iiil.;.l-.Vi!i-!! tin- im-i-..:!.:!!:' ' ■ L - | - : ■ .^. ■ ■: ■ ■ I 
,-,,,- -I, ■,..■!■.. polioj I :-■ ■'■ !°™ »tj ™» illt ' lli "lanbo atates, 

u„IVH:!,:ilv w tln'ir iir.ev^ if, r.':;;n-.i :■ t'n: .MiK,i-«v!" ; I'" ll;l >-. '" ■" 1 \ 1 '--- 
„»<*■■< n'rlio liii-niiilLi.inil'lw-.i L-.iai.ins- ilmo tfUh im.-.it l>:il.i.;i ami laa.l. with 
flnuin -w!m..liii.iiu,iM t-iliioin .iv.^hiii;; i.l.ey oiuii.i d^.v.i m r-'l'-i I '>/"."■ 

fbtdm relatione, towards arming then prosperity. <7i I i not be i-K-n 

...j, .!,.'■., t... i-.-h- i'i'IIk: |i ■.■,,.,!■ i-nlL. ■!! <:! I In:-.- :.n.:i 1: -i.- : ■ :i ■"■■ I '"■"i I'.v W" 1 ".' 

|[,CV IVi'lV |,riV!LLa:.l ! V.J11 tlli.V ll-i. I'.'.: J.-" ■(■■H.Il U ilillll' OU 1 il-'-E- IL'.H ]!""'S, it 

5l u-l. lln,v:i ii.ni, « iu- *v.>uld scv«r thorn t'vom their tat-Lrcn and connect thorn 

with, aliens. 1 _ ., . . 

To I'm cili.ia.iv :iii'1 j:v.ii.n;lcn"V i.i i'i.'.'l I r.in:), ;■ ^v'Vll! ii.;,i , l.n i-lli VriK'.P 

jp iinlU[).jnf!U)!o': No all vu^-= ' i,:v.i:,:i !■,.■ |u:_>-. r-;.;i K; nil 

adequate - 1 . ■ ■- 1 ' - 1 1 i-'h r lii.-y mast inevH kbly experience til linfti jboneani] In rr- 

,,,..■;.,;,. .M : i,:h :,[l ii-.Jiiin.-i-i, ill I'll iiiac, hav-ii exi:n;vn : v..;..-d. r-,M,,-,l,,v , .1. tlia 

momentous: truth yon have improved upon ". or i'vi essay, by the sd ■;:■■ a ■ ■. 

iti ii. 1 n aent better oaloalated than your formar for an intbrnto 

I ,,;,,, ;,,.,! ,, !■:,. cIV.. ■:!-:■.!■ ;ns n-anaiviuonT. ni vi'iiE iMimiion civ-, Mils. !ln3 
iMimnni.au, tin* :illVi,n,i S uf <.ur ov,u clioLai, ,;nin!l,,- :■■ : ;... 1 ,■„: ;-. -I. .. .'|.r-l 

II mm J'uLl iiiw-.ii,fa'>ma.nil malum ddiU-v !■■■■■ ■":' ■■ : ' : .- ■ '™ "' i- 3 lmn.a- 

l.l.v-.. iii i.lw ili:il.vili-.itiun i.f ic- v.i-.v.'VH, niii'.in;! is.nii-M.^ r.-illi oi;.,:. ;.- .,.■;,-.■:- 

:.;,,- ... ....: . ;., , .., |;- :, ,.,.,■,-;, ;.m Ibi: it. .r,.,„ mi U..f.H. Im- a jusr. ^:m,l to 

■,..:, ■ „:.„,„.■, :,!,,] .VM.i.V iin-puvt. 1 

ito laws, aoqnieaoenoe I mnasnres, dutu ■ enjolnt I jy the Pnndameiital 

maiims of truo liberty. The bssia of Dnr poUtieal syBtoma isl ■■■■ right ol the 
Baoolatornakoand I tar thi it oonstitntlonBo _ ivernmimt j bat the oonstlliu- 

iLohii-, nl.ii.r.v-tLii^cvislo, till .ibai,;^,! hy :■:... v^ : .i:.ll .■::! m. ' ■■-■'■■ 

Lhij -vl, .1,! n^ililc, ". ,n.'i-::.l:v ../■ -.11.: : i.i., , i.t ui«n iill. J-«: v:ny l i; (!:i.(,L Ihf; l~ivm 
,i i the right of tiu people i i estabbsl gorernni , pre-auppoBBi Iran duty of 

;. |, ,.;:;■[ | | ,,,.V ^B OBI kl I i I I ■ 1 1 I | f ~ '■ I " 1 1 1 1 31 1 1 . 

iir ..I .■ '. .,, I . II i n "I III ' I. n., ii.Jl ^..■iii'iujiLt.ioli.; ami ;issr..i!;[i,- 

,i ...I I, i',.- .■!,. '. ■,nii !■'■ iv! i ir:i.'. t, c.iil [■■::■[. 

.,,.„,.,;,,:.,■,»■,, t,:u 5 ! v:^a^lHil,^. 1 .^,,u,la,^.n><.rtln !l ^:.il ,:.-l r. ; ;l,i'- 

i.-.i... ...v. a--.v!LOt ! ve Ml Llxi=3 l-.iiiilam;!!^:,] [:-,-.■ .■.; I ■. Mtnl rvi ■■■■■■i. 

■L'li-v si-rvc in ci-:i.ri;'/.' l':i---t i -. :■ . 1 . uj -ivi! U ii'i ai'.iirjinl ;i:ul i:!"-!"'" !?.' I'JCJi', 

I.i 1,0 1. in ill- fl:ii:'! 'i- t'-' 1 il.-''^ ' " ■■ : "l "ill "' ■ : ' :i ' : ' l1 "- lrl " - ;l J 1 l :, ~ rt i''~ 

(iltciia :a,:all luilaiT.f-.il anil :■::' ,;i;.vi "i;r iiiinr.vjsj- nl' tins ixurnilkl ity, ■ -iiiw, 
. .... rdi .■ | i the alternate triumphs of different nartiea, to nu ce the pnblio 
,1: ,,:■■,. -i-n ■;!-,! mirror of the LU-oonoerteol and im- ogroonE projBDta i 
lion', i-ii.'.luii- [linn ill* :.i>,ii,^ ,.■!' cou-isiCi-.t and Klniln^iin' plani. liigin-ttd oy 
cii'iinii.ii li.ni-i-vl", a?i:l iil'.'-.iiiiii-l li- lunl.nal iato'i^il.i. 

jl ... ■ . i ."ii,-- ■ ■■■. . ■ ..-:■ lOiat* oa of the above U-i-ip-i. a maj qow and 

LIlui iv::-.v.::r inonla,- o.-.Ih, l.hu.v aiv liki.'ly, in .b: , .- ■ 0" i i'.i.' UH I i-...i.-. i.'l 

beeome prttrat enginea, by irhiol oanning, kd.1 itious - ti-.i,.:.;-!- I '"'■ . '.",L 

bo enabled to eabrert the power of the | ,!,. as I I i ■■■■ irp i « i emeoly. ■ ; tte 

I,.;.-,, ,,r, ■,,,.,,■-■. mnt ; iLiimj-in-r, i.a:-iv:inl:, tin voiy :.-i-,ii;icsirlm:!i had IuhkI 

1 't'v,'; :-!i''"'n- i: iU-'-'.'i-'vatijn of your governmunt, and the permanency of ynnr 

pi-cs-,,,* l.api.v ^-.a.tii, it i; vaii ■■!■!".<', T...1. oirly iluil. y:„, «i..;;wlily ::--' .hum: 111:1.1.1 

. aoknOTlodged attthoritjr, but -'■- ' ' 

..,".... L ',.l ....!..:< ..t-1 tl. i-.- in-;, mini ■■',. liniv- 



I- , ,, , .... „. „,.-„n"i;s iii'ini:iiil::«, hoiTcver spedious tha pre- 
. titf of assault may be I" Bfieot,ln thoforme ,. the Donst lni;n. 
jiin-ill i-.ii.xiii- I in; mici-jy hi din systotn, ami thus to undermine 



H 03 tad by Google 



what citouot In! directly oyerthr.nyn. In all (hi; m].:i !i-v- in '.Yhieb yon miv bo 
invited, remember thai, linn! lim.l hahi'. ;irc :'t least us necessary to :i.i the "true 

character l.i ' £ : v ,.- .- : l - 1 lo 1 1 1 - ii i ■ I .1 .1 . ill ■ . Nil j u I'm 

smcsl. .standard hy iv'i'u Ii in test c-l-.o real liinuou'.y of the cvi.-lin- constitution 
of a country ; I.IiilI facility in e'.in.njres, upon tin: .c ..i i I. of more hyoel.hiiL.is and 
opinion, exposes to perpetual ehanvc, from h?i t; cniib ss -.hi;..-:;,- c: :'v; -.i '■ .--■-. .... J 
opinion ; ii.inl vol ii:;ui I or, espe fin IP, , U ilI. for l.hc onieiimt imiuni;;ciuent of j our 
cottiinuil i.ii.cresls, in a eor.ntry so extensive si=i ours, a govern in cut of a-5 muck 
vieiir as is eousisiour. with i,he perfect security of liberty is indispensable, 
'Liberty itself iviil liiul ii. slioIi ii irovcrnmoni. v.Th lowers propBrlj ■ i -- l ■ . . i ■ .. . L 
and adjusted, its surest iiiiardiao. Li is. indeed, little else than ii.'iunuc, v.kore 
the sni-uriiiuciit is loo iiiel.ilo in v,il.h.sl,i.:id the citerptises ,:t faoiiou, to con fine 
each member of ll](! -:■:,. -i t : tj- ivitlin tiio Lilni!..' |ivf !r ri!i«l by the laws, and to 
maintain all in Ibo secure and triiiiuoil enjoyment o: tile li-htsi of person ilhiI 
property. 
_ 1 Slave ulreii.Iv inlbui-tod to yon tiio dau;icr or" paries [,; the shoe, wii.li pi:r- 

' .lie a mora counpreuensiv 
galnae the baneful effect; 

lit, unfortunately, is ins. _ 
l.ho snoniresi. llio.i.-i.. iscl' ibo Inn oii.n mimi. It uxi Is, uino. ;■ nice rent shapes, in 
all iroieimninds, move ■..!' b,,s ,-l.iao..i, 0oiiI.lv. I hid or repressed ; but in those of 
the popular form it is soon in : ts "(c.itc.-l rjnkness, and is truly tilth- must 

Tbo alternate domination of one hi li.iou over uno-llur, .shavi'icninl by ;.ho spirit 
of revenge, natural to party .b-so i-ion, which, in diJovoni imcs and counl.noj, 
b:..- ;.. ■.;.■ -Ii-; :-...■■ I l.ho : 1 1 ■: ■. -_ horrid eriormiUes, i-. it-elf a. ("r.iol.lol do.S|iot]sui. lint 
this leads, at leiurlh. lo a more formal and petnianeul il'.-sooiisLii. Tiio disol- 
durs and vnlsoiics. which result i-railually incline tiio minds of men to seek 
security ami repose ill lllii Llbsoluto puv.it of mi indii idnal ; and, sinner 01' 
Jiiim, ill!! chief, of seme prcyuilint; faction, unaii aide or more fortunate ihau 
his ooin|ioi.ii....is. Minis ibis disposition to tiio puinosiis of hi.; oivu elevation on 
the ruins of [lublie liberty. 

Without lookhiis forv/urd to an c\ii..:iuily of :liis liiod (iiiiliili, imvoil.lioiess, 
oiisihi, n.if to O!: entirely out i:1' si^'-it), tile iioiniiiou and cir.tiuaal niiscbiefs of 
the spiiit of paily sii-c suliicioni. I.o ina.ke it the inb.itst and duty of a ivi.se 
people to dUcoiu-aitc anil restrain it. 

fl, scryns in'.voys bo disti.uit tiio publio ■:■ iiuisils, null enfiiolik (.ho piiiilio 
administration, "ft ajii times the eoiniinn.iiy nil.li IP-fmiiiiloil jenloLisios and 
f.llso ahi.rni.s i kiii.ib.s l.iio nuiuiosity if ..ne nor! nitaiii-l nimlhi'r ; li.nients, 
eiicasiona.lly. riot iiivl .ili.iurreLitiou. II. opens toe iloos t.. f neii;ii iuiluouoc anil 
oeiruiilion. v.iiicli .i:,.i ;i f; .. iiir r ■! i ■.-.:.■ ! Ii : i.iui'iit il-olf tlunuirh l.'ie 

chain ml- of |)i'.ily |ni.ssions. Tims l.ho policy and the will of oi.e iiouiiiry aio 
subjected to the policy and will of another. 

Till'!.: i;- mi .■jiinioo Unit parties, in ;Vi:e con: I'ios, are n-efill chocks upon 
file inluiioisl.iiLl.i.iii :if i.bi! asiYcrunmur., ;nd sorvo i.o keep alive the spirit of 
liberty. This, within ccrl.ain iiuiil.s. i- li-oln'.lv true ; and in jtovoiaiomnt. of 
a. iiionavoniea; rsist, piLttiotism lnny look wiiii nii(i:l-i.i;ii!c, j' not with favor, 
ii oi iii ;be siiirH of paity. -kiL in '.hosn . f -!io ; :. . ; .i . I n i- i-biiiacte', io L'oyernuionts 
purely loeetivn, it is a spiiit riot, to bo encouraged. I'rom t'leir oii.tnral tend- 
ency, it is coil.ain l.licre iviil always l.e enollilb of th;i!. spirii. fir every sahitary 
plirpo.-e. And ihore miiim Ciiiisbi.nl linnv.ir .:f e\. .■.:■■■, (In. ..- V„i-t oujtlil. to bo, 
by foree of public i.i.ioi.;-! to initi.jai.i; and assuage it. A lite not to 00 ipicnchcd, 
it demands a uniform vL'iianoe t, prevem, its bimstin^ into fl Homo, lcat, 
instead of iinrmhnr, ii. should consume. 

Hi:, iii'TortLint, lilicWLSO, t.iiaf the iui.liits of iliinkiivs;. in a tree country, 
Lshoidd inspire i.inotioii in t'oiso ioisu.^o:! v,- ; ib ir, adioiui-l-ati-.n, to oonf.nc 
therasclvo^ within tlteir respective coiiitLUiLioiial -],iieres, iivoidins;, iii iLo 
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APPENDIX. - ±Vk > 

e-screise of the powers of one department, to oncnnuli upon another. The 
,.„.. ..!■,,,,,,,,■,..,,! tendi ...:■■■ soUdaWthepoweraof all the departments 
■:...,,. , lllL :.,:.,> ,,,,., i -. whatever the form of government, ■ red desp Mm. 
AJu rtimate .fthal love of power and proneneas to abuse .it whWi -F**>™> 

,,;: - io f J:e li-.un.ir, ;,,«( Is SMliluion. :. ■ s.lt..dy us 01 li.o t.mli ... L,,. ;, . lion. 

Ihei essiti ifre. al oheoka in i'. : Bier. .- of pa I power, by dividing 

',■,!.., Xtingil into SuM lepoeil .!■■.,.;■■. 1.,:,-,..,.,..:--,: 

'.,. ;n,; ,„l,lv v.- : ,1. ; !L ;;ii.:.t in"i ■...,, :.y [lie .y'.e.-s n,i» l:«n evince oy exp-.T- 
:.,,,,.; ,.,;.,.: ,;■.!, ,.;,:;,... -S0..H: of tlu.ei ia -w ™n <! urn! iy,_ ii.i.l mid.* 
„ur own en*. T.. i«ra:v.: tll.,111 n>^t I... .« aw-s..;, / ■ /.' u; -il'.u.,; II. ,-.... 
If hi the Dpiniom [the people, the uiatributdon or mod ncatl in of the oonatitu- 

ttonal powera be, i.i any partfoula ■. wrong, l< ■■ » ' " « "lasted tj ondi . aril 

i„ lb, '.v.i.v vl:i,-. . ., ; ".,:.-ii::.i- ■„ ■.!■■... ;.:,U.o S . th.t iel. tnoro lie no ei.l.n^ by 

ui.irp.ii.iou; lor t...::.m-. this, in «'=«« :■■,"-".■ '" l: " ' .' '■" i" "■./'" >l ' 

: -... -.- ---.=-. i .V .li.iebf.ee ! ;..-.v,n,ir.eL, l .. i.v.. ,le-tivyed. Ill;: ....- 

...y,!, iLiiy wMlial or 
tmnsiiint bcimiir, v. liL:.--":. tl.o :in, rnij..-, yK.I L l. _ 

01 ■■: bfldisp aitiona and Imbita wMoh lead to p litloal (ooapenty, ■■ .-..■ u 
rm.l „. ; >n.lily ...:..• ir.,li,|.ensol,le s. W „l. H . in v.u.i "odd tin.. ,:,*., ■. :.mi tlie 
■.n,„:,:,ir ; av::.i:.-..i. -: 

,;:-,:■ ... heaefrmesl props of the doMea of men and oitlama. The mere pol- 
i.i. I.,- . -. ..l.v with the pion» man, ought t reapaotand r . ohenab them, A 

V,]lim,™-.l:l!...- l-:-.,,:.l li.dv o :.:,:;U.:.:s Willi piv.l.to lll.d p.lMl.: idle, J . 
|,. I ;,. ,. „ .[., ;,, :,.^l. \'.-:..-.e ;■ l.i,o soeuril.y f"V |:t"-'> : '- r voiiuUtion, l.i 

r ., :., , ..'I.' !.■!■. .i„n ,.0.-/,; the .etl.- ii!iii..ll ...o Llie n^.111- 

mantoof taTeatigaUor.il orarta of Justice I And let u< *■..■: ;:i.,u n.,,. ..I-.' 

the supposition the ■ I..--- fciaamtaiied without retaon. ™»Jmi 

mi | be Kmoeded to the hvfloenoe of taflned edueal minds ■■ raliu 

Mi-il.-L'l-Y vou-or l.:V.:v'.ii.^Y l.:t:. iiirbid us i,. n::qn:'.:l bunt ...I'-iornl morality 

(an prevail in aichisk. of r dig! , 1 1 prhwiples. 

II I I „..:!■ moml.l i i II- 

, [:,[ -.. . I . I !^. Tilt Till.', imi0i.-J, "Wfiil'.!" »!!■: •" '.-.. '-I '■■'■ -'..■:.■.. -.. 0'. '.;i > 

.,,,,;;. ,,,,, ^v,:,',,:.,,!. W;,, ,:::„. ;, , ,n. ;i o:v ,n look Wltil 

i-,.. ii-. ■,.■:■■ ii;. ; i .,-.:■■ ■!■■!■ to analce lab m oi the m raol 

Pro, ,. i ■ . ..:..!■ ■■■!■ ■■ of orimarj i o i i. Loal tutlona for the gan- 

eraldl :,:■■■■ of k rladge. In proporfion aa the rtruetnre of a *»"™»»* 

,e (.pinion should be 

Bnl JS awry impwUnt soume of strength and eecmii.y, oln.il>.!', publio 'J««]it. 

One in.,tl,oJ ■::■[■" !,i-o:«:n-ii>K it is t." i.«> it m S pivi,i:--i; .-■. :■■.■■;■■ ''■'■■ ■ .I'-.'l.p 

.;.... I- ,-.:. me b) Duliarattng paaoo, but remBmborina, also, tha Unwlj 

uiBbnraeroenta J '.- tor dai ... t Ereonentlj prareni ... loh mator **"*»■ 

nioiiU I,. r.v t ,el il. ; .u-oi.lms, likowi-o, -'- .- :.v.i >:r ..I ■,:..!, ::-,l onl. bj 

-li„u... asiona of aipense, bnt byrigoroiia exarUona m ol pew 

disoharfte the iebti .." ioh unavoidable ware maj bare uoaatoni I ; not ......o-.- 

IHO'I V.O ,.„-:.-i.-e. ...I,,..: ;,. :.-.L.-- 

Tho aieontionof theae masi us bolongB .- ye I repres™ ..,■■■.■■.. .. .■ .- ..-■■■■ 

fiLi-v tin;. 1..L-M.-- ■■ l.i.i.izL -I1..-..I1 ;■...;./:■ i..-. '!'.. V.i-.li- l-i lliCLltlio ptiMrai- 

..,,;.. ,,r,.|,.,...:v. il ia asaential thai yon ihould praoUoally bBBttn mind that 

t.nv.-ii.nls tl.o n.ivni.nt (.I 1 dol'H tlnne ,:i.i... :m: ro '.';., mo; till! 

llii'ro Jim-.t I..' inv." : lltii, no [;i.-:o, 0,111 io-.-^.'.l wliuh :.-■'. ....■tn„ ..■■.■ .,:■ I.-. 

i„, ; o„.onio„.. 1 m..:.:.-,.-:,...^ tin. iuu'insii. ;■.,'.. :.-, -,;.l,"I: ^-V''' ;'■■[•■ 

from the amotion of the proper objeato (whieh iaal 

OU.'llt. I- to n .looi-ivo motive f,T !L o:.. ,.,!■. l ,. ! lSt 1 Llor..011 01 tl.o , I:,..- I "I I . 
i ;.,l : e,..i,io.,t in mnUi:.- il, :.:.■! li-j; :l Kljif^t of :<.o fiW.'-.^Kv m U.e^i.eiif, .,v«s .in 
oU.ii.iin^ vovei. mi whU:l. Lite public ej' 
■egood fi.ut.li a. ■' : 
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good policy does not ei.pia.lly cr.joiii II. ■'. Tt.will is: worthy of a free, enlight- 
ened, :i.ni[, at no ili-hiiii. poriml, ;i great nation, to ;..ave to mankind the iy.a.if- 

niaiillions llllil t:..: n-iul l..\a:n|>le :..f ;l pi i.plo ii 1 ly ; i ■.■ - !iiii!o:L "ny ::,l o.ialted 

Justine anil beneyoloneo. Wlw can doubt l.lii.t, in tho course of time and things, 
ll.e fruits of such ii, I ■ I . ! 1 1 would lkdily re;..iy any [.oni|:murc advanl.ajscs v.aicll 
tuiLr'd l.ii lost by a steady aiihoriuioe 1., il ! i';i.,. i; bo that t'loviiiuiiue has not 
e on n. ailed the permanent Jeheily ofa nation v.-io-i its virtue ! The cineriment, 

at least, is I'd naeudeil liy every sentii.-mut which ennobles human nature. 

Alas ! is it rendered impi-sibh; hy its vices 1 

In Uii! t>.M't!LitLijii of such a plan, nothing is moi:! essential than that perma- 
nent iuveierittc a.Llti] «!■:'■, 10' :i:.o::-t mi:- ii-.nlar I. at i. us, and passionate attach- 
ments for others, slionl'l be eiid.ehd, n.ud l.lial.. in plane of their., just anil 
amicable feidinirs I ononis nil ..h.:ol.l b, cu'.U. itled. T.nc nation which imluhjos 
towards aai.t.rii.:! habit ml hatred, or an habitual ,".:m lues.--, is. in some degree, 
a slayc. II: is a slave to its aniiuosili or I ■■ ii • lou-cl Lai, cil.h; r ■.■;' which is sul- 
iicicnt to load it u<r,.y from if.o ditty and its inl.o'ost., Autinalhy in one nation 
ap;!iii;st another 'ifS[;osos Caen more ;e:o!ily to olibi insult and' injury, t:> lay 
hold of slight n ii ii -os ...I' imibij : ;u, aiul in l.:o aaugllt. a:.;l iulran: ihh: ■,- lo :: 
dental or triUhlg uiaa-iou- ..[' :li-|i:i:.o occur. House, freip.lulit eollidor.s, obsti- 
nate, envenomed and bmody contests. Tl.o nation, iiroaiyliid by i!l-wili and 

res.- ■::.:. .-=■:■:--.! :;■■-::— impiis tj war the ^nvermnclit, contrary to the Lest 

calculations of polity. Thu a;oi eminent s.o: ■ pari ioipatus in the national 

propensity, unit adopts, through piosimi. what rca-nn yyoul.l reject ; at ether 
Limes it lna'ioS tin: n :.ii::.-.ily 0; the nation iv.ij.iovvioi.t t.> piojoot.: of iijsnlit.;, 

insl.i^atoil !.>y prii^o, ainljitiiai, anil ...i Imr si 1. is I or i pornioions iQOtivos. T[;c 

poaeo , ill tn, soir.otlinos povli.ii.: tiio liliiitty of nations, 1ms liiion i!ie viol.ini. 

So. liUcwL--, :: |.:i:-i. :::r.o iifiii , i:i|..iu of one nation to aout.lior pro'.laCos a 
%iiiiiily „f ovils. Syinpal.lly J. :r l.l.o fivorilo initioo, liii;ilii;itiii- tln.i illusion of 

ail iiaa^iaary Co 0:-: oiterijs.t, ill oiisos nlicrc noroai ooliinioii inl.oios; (iiista, 

10 1 i.iui i 1 1 _. -.- :i-.!.„ lira iLlo oinoiiios ol 1 1 1 l- ntlior, biitrays tlio ionnut into a pnr- 
t.ii-.ipatiou in tlio in. a in is and iin-s oi tlio 1 11 ; In-, i>i' limit aiioi|:i;i.tii iiilnoinnoit 
1:1 j 1:1 if ii.i-.il. i.i lo.ols iil.n 10 eoniios^ions in tin; favuiil.u na'.ion uj [irioilrao^ 
doliiod (,u olliors, ivliioii is u-pl ilonlily to i:oi;ro tin: ?i:liiori loiliio- ilio ;nu.:=- 
sioiii;, liy linnot'o.t.iiirilj |ia:liii« nil.li waal: iiii^ht, !■:■ liavu liron 1 ol.iiinoil, and liy 
oviiiii:,, jrniiiiisy. ill--.[ill, iimi :i iliipositinfl t.. VI t.iiinv-, ; -. tlio parties from 
'.-■! n- 11 .ji|ii:i! ,.i-i, ill -.■:■.-: mo iviiiiliolii : and it t;Jom :n anioitiniis. c.ivi-niiti:'!, or 
iloln.lod eiti.-ons (ivllo di-mle tlninselve.^ t,i tin: faioiito nation), lliulity In 
!x-l.ray ors:n::ili;:o t.ho interest of tViv own eoiinlry. with out. ndioni, soniriinirs 
oven v.-itll [iiipnliirity; ;;il;li:o; Vril.li l::e a;:.;ie;u:inee of :t v ill 11:111s souse of nliliga- 
t.iiin, a oi.-.rnineiid.iLl.- 'ii.-ioroneo lie- nnbli; :■; -inio.ii. or a laiolable I'.oal lor ]inhlie 
;-■, :il, l.lni 1 1:1 so oi iOniisi ii:li. ■ .- ..;' ii-r.iiioii, 1.0 1- -apt ion, .a- itlti.taatioii. 

As avenujs to loreii;!! inl!ne:::-e in inninnioMble way-, snoii uttiiehiiionts are 

_. snliijhleiied and in 
any i)[:.jmrinnilii!s ile th::y aiioi'l to t.ouper ivitb doir 
thu alt of sedneiiiin, to inb.lo.id [inlilii! iijiinion, to iniiiionoo "- aive tile pnhlio 
minnoil.i ! ftloil ;U1 at'.aehnioiil -.fa -ina'i or i.i.-ak 1 1:" aids i! ;iroataml [imvorfiil 
nation donins the ton ■ to. .iii the s i.-ellite of the lattor. 

Against tho insiilions vviles of f.-rni^n inrlnonco (1 1 jure yon to beliove me, 

Mk'iv-t'.itizons) tiie ioahins.y of a free |.i:::| lo iniv-ht, l.o bo ■.v/ij.-nin.lii/ liivnkc, 

1. : ii m- n' -. -, - 1 ■:■! .11 v . 1 1 11 .1-, i'. in I 

be impartial, else it beeoine.-i the instrument of tin: eery injl n.oioe to be avoided, 
ilistuad of :i ilefoiioo ii.^a.inst il. !-;\oessive partiiilir.y for one foreign nation, 
and e.ioessivo disiioo liir aiiotlio., oauso those whniu t'.ioy aiitual.o to seo ilaa;;or 

I.li.-r. !h il I all'l. : . oh'. ■ 1 :-. I:il -rni . ire 

liable to heeoine suspoetsd itnil o'lii.-n-i, while o.s I -ols sml ilnpes usurp tke 
applause and centi'lcnte of the peopie, to su-ronder their interests. 
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The great ruli! lit conduct for us, in rcjpiid 1.0 foreign nations, i-, in o.vi.cadmi? 
our commercial relations, to have Vrilll chow us little ix.litica.) eor.noctioll us 
possible. So fiir as v.-.. liimi already i'..irumu engagements, lot thcni be fulfilled 
Vr-iLli perfect good faith. Here let us skip. 

Europe lias a, set of iirimury i:il';ivit: : ivhieii t'i us ha.c sen.-; or a very 
remote relation. Hence she must bo : ■ 1 1 u ■ i -> I in lii.[iici.l so-;c.ioversi.:s, this 
causes of which are essentially I'm ;■ i: L -i; 1 1 lu" niir concerns. ITonee, therefore, it 
in use lid iimvisc in US ci.' impli'iile ijil-i-l v.'i-, )>y nrtil'c.ial tics, in Lhc ordinary 
■,,\, lasltudei of I or polltim, or the Drdiiuuj e unldnaUona and ooliiBionB of bar 
friend-hips or enmities. 

Oru detwthed and distant situi don imiteaand enables ns to pure liffi rent 

course, if wo icmaiu .mo people, ntuier uii tllialoul government., tins period is 
liul. fur o:T when Wo may defy luul.eriul injury from external annoyance, when 
wo jiin.y lake sued mi al'-.iluoe us «ill canst; the uoiuia.lily »i uiji.y at uny time 
resolve upon to lit! somnulouilv respected, — when belligerent nuiimis, under 
[Jus impossibility uf malting uo'.iuisil.ioiis upon us, will, not. lightly liu/unl die 
giving ns provocation. — when we may choose 110:1.00 01- war, as our interest, 
gni.co i.y ju-tioo, siiall counsel. 

V.'l-.v fi.ro lw the iidvaiilagss of so ;■■■.■;• uhar 11 sit'ii.iion ? liny ,[int unr ran 
to stand ii|j(i>i foreign ground 1 Why, by interweaving our destiny "it:, that 
nf any pari of lir.rn|-.:', c;i!iioii> -..i i : ■ ■ .0:1 10 ami ■n:-; 11 ivy in tin: t.ms m' F.uro- 
pean ambition, rivalshin, interest, humor, or caprice > 

II. is our tints [filir-v to scour clear 0;' permanent alliances with any portion 
of the toroigu world ": so Iin-, T moan, as we are now ac liberty to do it ; for 
lot mo nui.be ui :l- I:'.,- iL. i- fai a'e'e ;.f i:;i-|io-. : ./.iu;c iu:iooiil> VJ ex latins engage- 
ments, i li.:l. 1 t.liti maxim no less applicable ;.u |,ublie tiia.ii :■■ mlvaio iiifairs, 
Lhat honesty is alwa.vs the host iiuiiey. I repeat it, rlieseloie, lot those engage- 
ments be observed in teei; genuine sense, lint, in my opinion, it is unneces- 
sary, and would be unwise, to ex ter.il thein. 

'i 'ii.it iin.' euro alwiivs i.t> keep ourselves, ii-.v s.ii'ablc establishments, on a 
re spool uble dofensito posture, we may safely trust ttl tcmpoini'y alliances for 
cxtraordinarv crnor ccon oies. 

lluiiiii.iif, ui,d 11, ll'siiiil intercourse with ull nations, are too:.: oi.d.-i hy 

policy , V,.vrii ity ;i:id intoi'ost, lint, oven our colli 1 loreial p.Jiey should holil an 
ouroi.i and innort'ul liuini ; ueitl or scekint; 11m i;iaiil,in^ OMiIasive iiivors or 
lii-ofcroncc^ ; con snl tin;; I.110 nacural Oi/nvse ol' fiiiii.u'S ; did"usin S end liivev- iiy- 
ititr, oy gontlt: niouii', iho stn'oiosof 1: online roc, S.mt f rein;: liolhing ; eatablish- 
iiur, with ptiv, .us. so ilisposotl, in order to gi'.-o trade a, stable course, to tiof.no 
the rights of ulir 111 i.'rt-l 01 1 1 1 s, aut.1 to enable the irovijiainoilt to suppoii them, 
caiivontior.al itili" ui' ini.ei'oonise, the best Hint prescil oiiennialnnces and 
mutual opiiii'ius will |iorinit, iml [oui|;uiiiry, unci liable 10 be, frt.m time r : , time, 
a 1 1:1 mi moil m- lil'ioil, as excellence mid fl;-.:.n:: , 1 111:111: - -hull 1 fata CO ; eonsta nily 
i;ii:(li.i! hi view tiiu: it is lolly in one uatiuil to look for tiisiiii.orcstetl tiion-s 
fro 10 anotlior ; ih.it it nmst pay, will! a portion of lis independence, far what- 
ever il. may ace-opc under that character ; i.ha'.. 'i.v such acccnt-iinoe it may |;.|iieo 
itself in the eon. lil lou ■[' liavinic Hi veil oaiiltuloac- fo- nominal hi vers, ami yet 
of being l-oprcuehc.l wii.li iiniiiililale ior ii.:i. jcioiuii moro. There can be no 

ore uter 'error than lo expect, or --'—'■■■ ■ 

nation. Itia an iliasioii which e 
to discard. 

In offering to you, my aim ly mom these conns. -Is of a:: old nod s.ifeetionatc 
frioml, I daro not hope' thoy will lT.ukc the slito:^ uiui lu-tiui; impress i on i 
coal! wi-!i,- - chat they will eonCl'ol the usual en 11 ii::t oi' Lac pE:SioiiS, or pre- 
y-oul our nation from rimlli.lir the o-iiirso whl.'i hi., l.il.iiol'Co n ailtotl iiio ilost.iuy 
of nations ; 0111 if I. 1 lay even flai.l.or uiysc'.f tiiut they :u r.- lit: productive of 
some paiiiel is 1.0 lie. :--.nu: ■ ei-usl noil ;/oo.l, t :--::- L they iniiy m.-n alii then roe.ir to 
meliorate the fury of paiiy S|.irii, io warn against iiio inlsehlo:'.: of foreign 
ijitrigues, to guard against the impostures of p re it.- 11 i led p.rinotisna, — this hope 



Hasted hyGOOglC 



will he a. full recompense ft r i.he sjliciiii'lc tin joiii' Hc-lfare by whiih they havs 
been dictated. 

Hrro for, in the oi-eair .s ■ f an. .■■IV.nl llutio., T hove Leon fiilidod by tkc 
prlnciiik'- nhioll have h.'.htL delineated, tin! i:nb!iii lceelds, anil other cvideuees 
of niv conduct, must witncj? to vim a.ud tl.-o world. 'I'd myseif, tho assurance 
of my iron conscience if, that T iia.it at least believed myself to bo i;uidod by 

In rclnl.Li.iii to t'H.i stitl sabsiitmvrwar in Europe. i:iy proclamation of the 22d 
of April, lTiiii, in loo index to n.v iibni. Sandbiiiii.1 by your iipnroviini' voice, 
ini'l bv thai of yiin rop:'.-soida;i-.c:i in boi.h boa,...:, of <■'. -usi-m, the spirit "' 
tliii.L measure Inn continual ly ;«>u rued no.', unin ilusuced by tiay a.l tempts to 
dote, in- divert mc from it. 

Afto-- -:1 .-■ 1 : i ..- 1- :; i ■ e.\:;:::i:siii..v. '.villi Hi;: all ol the bos! k.yids I co;i::l vOIrr 
I was wall salistic.l tiult our caunfa'y, under nil l.'.o oi;ealii-ii'ie;;o i tin: ease. 
Imd si ri;(lit Lo take, ii:ul iva.s belli. (1 in duty m.d intoned ti. la.kc. a neutral 
position. I!iLv;n S i.ilUou it, I doiaiai iued, us :'a:' as should depend upon ine, to 
maiaiain ii, wiih Nicdo.el.ioii, |.ci'.-o.,err.ne.; an. I firmness. 

Tim oanMdci'atioiia which ro.pior tin: rnrnt l.(. bold tens com;, it. il i~n.it. 
reccssary no this neeilsiosi to detail. T nill er.ly ..,bsorvo Miat. su'.'.'o-iiin;! to my 
liraha'sta'adi:!;! of the nia.v.tcr, Unit. ri.n'h:, Se far f.-ut bohn; denied by a.ny of the 
be II is in en I, powers, hi'.* beiai vivtuj'ij- admitted by all. 

Till' didvof heldim-a-nauli'sl ooinl.iol. ; lay b;.. inlinred, i-ilh;.ut tnylhim; 
morc, it. i a l" tie iil.lb.-i. '.."lull wliieb iuslice Biai hnmanii.y impose uii every n;d.i:ai : 
in cases in iviiidi il.'is free l.o a.cl, to maintain inviolate the re I at inns of peace 
iu-.J aioii.v leiiaidj ether nations. 

Tim iailuein-e.-.^ ..f i;:t.:l' ■'., ier . ■' ■■■..:■ eiin;' t'sal e.,r:l a-' . -.-. ill :■■!'■ a: i'i f-ee.l 

ly your own rethiclimis arsl experience. With me, a. [: tod. vm mint nail.ive i.as 

:o Bndeavyr !.■::■ gain time to enr e'r.n"..ry la -seltle ami mature in yet tee 



Then eh, ill revievhn; the. bna.b.a.i.s :f :ay ada.iaid ratam, 1" 11.111 u licenses .us. of 
ivtentii.'ua.t ii.ier. I am. never :b el ess, to:, icuiblc of aiy oYiV ■.■■■• no* tj think il. 
-i , I . i ■ .1 !■ :.t : mav b.i.ve eoliiodfied nilLliy errors. Whatever they may be, 1 
feiventlv beseeeh i.he Alini;iail.v to over" or midiiiUO the oviis to which Ihey 
Itiay t 1 I 1 11 1 ei:ei (iiti: me I 'e^o tia.i my e:auitiy sill never 
cease la view them Trffli Indnlgenos, and that, all r fbrbj-flis y-ars of my lite 
dedloatad to its Btoiae with ;;:; nprighi ;■■.::, the ::m"; i of inoompetent abililJBS 
will be iimisLvoa le . havi.e:, ;;■■ my -:\ f an ■!.;■., i: b.. t) Mm niiLasieiV! el re-t. 

lb lyimj on it- kindness in tin., a.i in other tie:.;', and iorlaa-tell by dial :er- 

ve I ■■. .'.:. 1 1 ..li.il i ■■' natural to a ma.n who view; ii: it th.i ni.tivc soiS 

of hiinsalf and hi; pi'e-an iters f;r several a.en.rai.ioa i, 1 ani.iii;i;.ie, wit:; l)l..'::s- 
i.,;'i-.vi.|. elation, thai relreat in whie. I |nea d'-e aiyseh te. leali/'', Wltii,..nt a I ley. 
the sweiil cnioviimiit of pia'tasinjl, i:l tlie ir.i'kl elaiy felli.v, -el:i:''.|is, !.:e biaii:: rl 
inl'aionee .. .1 '--yed laws a;: l;:r a fre.e ;ie vein incut — tile ever ibvie'il c object ef 
,,iv ;.,(■..„(. —and tl e hiLpny rewaed, a;; 1 trait, eiour maluul e ilV e;, labors, and 
dansets - GEOEOB WASHINGTON. 

Uhited States, lllh September, 1166. 
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